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CONFIDENTTAL CONFIDENTILL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, ALF
L. P, 0. #245

30 April 1945

73RD FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 4=2 (Saipan)
GROUP JUSSION REPORT # 4=3 -
1. A, Twenty (20) P-47N's.

B, One (1) EMILY

2. L. DNone
B. One (1) EMILY

3+ Fighter Swoep against Truk,

4y Maj, McCOWN, Lts. WOODS, MATTISON, BISCHE,*
Yoj. RASMUSSEN, Lts. BENNETT, FILLER, T. R, MLRTIN,
Capt. KLNE, F/O GLW.CHR, Lts, MILLRT, REDFIELD,
Lts, HARBOUR, HORWER, RESTR, SELFRIDCE,
Capt. H. W, T{RTIN, Ltec, BRYANT, SHEPLRD, ANDERSON.

* Lt. BESCHE roplaced Lt, CECI who returned early duc to engine
trouble,

Toakeoff: 0800 =  Over Target: 1100 -~  Ianded: 1540

Twonty P=A7N's tock off fron Kobler Field, Saipan, at 0800,
Rockot attack was made cn Dublon Scaplené Base, and external tanks
were dropped near to the base. The gas tanks were observad to be
burned out, Hit Eten Island with Rockets with unobserved resulté.

L smll boat off Otta Island was strafed and sunk, An eighty foot
schoonor was loft burning off southwest point of Uman, Thirty foot
motor launch was probably destroyed off tho northwost point of Uman,
A conoe with throe persons in it was sunk off Tol. No offoctive
results of strafing buildings and barges south along Mosn or RDX
radio station on ocast point of Moon, thirty foot boat off Tol, air-
ficld and barracks area on Param or Faleu islands or on boat off
Fefan were ocbserved,

Lt. HLRBOUR and flight entered Truk lagoon at 1200 feot on a
180 dogrce coursc and spotted a bogey at 2 o'clock low, approxi=
nately 10 miles. The bogoy was chased southeast for approxinately
20 miles before being eaught, The bogoy was idontified as an EiTLY.
Lt. HARBOUR made a slight defloction shot und then got on its tail,
Firing was concentrated into the loft inboard engine, wing root and
left side of fuselage, Pieces werc observed to be flying off and a
fire started in the ongine, The EMILY swerved out of eontrol and
eragshed into the water,

Hoavy flak from Uman wes moderzte and accurate. A/M fire was
noderatc and imaceurate from Uran, Dublon, Moon and Falou, Gun
camera photos were taken. Usual luggers and barges were oBsefved
in tho lagoon. A1l planes returned safcly.

7. 16,320 rounds ,50 eal, 9 x 5" rockets, 15,029 gallons !s'.

5. A, Cloudy
B. Ioud and clear,

6, Seo narrative

8., None
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
-ﬁl Pq ol #245

INDIVIDULT PITOT N.RRATIVE REPORTS

(Group Mission Report # 453, 20 April 1945, SAIPLN)

1ST IT, E(RL HIMPTON H/RBOUR:

My flight entercd the Truk Lagoon at 1200 feet on a 180 dogree course
and spotted a bogey at 2 o'cloeck low, approximately 10 miles, Bogey was
chased southcast for opproximatoly 20 miles before catching him. I
identified bogey as an EMILY and made & slight doflcction shot, falling
back directly behind the planc. My fire was concentrated into the loft
inboard enginc, wing rect and loft side of fusclage, I observed several
plocos falling off and a firc wus started in the engine, Ls I broke off
to the right, I saw onc man got out of the right side of the cockpit and
fall into the propollor, Lnother foll free from the midsection, The EMILY
‘which sworved out of control, started to climb, stalled and dove into tho
wators The planc burned in the water and no survivors were scon.

/7 Earl H, Harbour

t EARL H, H/RBOUR,
1st Lt., /iir Corps,
0~806672

187 IT. RUBERT H, RESER:
Lt. HLRBOUR's flight wos 1200 foot on a hoadig of about 180 dogroes.

The bogey was spottod about 10 miles avoy at approximately 2 o'clock
and low from our position,

Lt, HIRBOUR closod in from the stern and identified bogey as an
ENTILY, The EMILY startod a slight turn to the left and Lt. H/RBOUR
opencd fire, T obsorved many hits on the loft side of the cockpit of the
EMILY. Tho left inboard engine caught fire and picces started falling
from the loft wing, After a very long burst Lt. HLRBOUR broke off his
attack. Tho EMILY wont into a steep climb znd hor whole loft wing started
flaming, Tho EKILY was ovidently out of control becsusc she stalled out
at about 200 foet, went into a shallow dive and hit the wator still dive
~ing, Thoro was o huge explosion and a very large fire,When last soen
nothing romained oxcopt a large gasoline fire on the water, No survivers
wero observed,

/y Robert H. Reser

t/ ROBERT H, RESER,
1st It,, Adr Corps,
O=T754667
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