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' HEADQUARTERS ' !
318TH FIGHTER GROUFP, AAF
A.P.O. # w

24 January 1945.

COMSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT

P-38 Provisional Squadron # 1-8
318th Group Wission # 1-59

1., A. 24 P-38L's ( 1 P-38 did not take off; 13 others did not reach the target).
B, None,

2, A, VNonme,
B, HNone,

3. Escort B-29's and B-24's to Iwo Jima.

L. Maj, FOJTIK, Lts, BOWEN, DUPUY, RIVAS (Vampire 1) 333d Sqdn,
Capt, WOLFE, Lts, MONYELLE, , DUKET (Vampire 3) 333d Sqdn,
Lts, KENDLE, DECHARY, GRAY, F/0 SPAULDING (Greyhound 8) 19th Sqdn,
Lt. STROUD, F/O JAMES, Lts, CARDEN, SULLIVAN (Greyhound 9;191-.11 & 3334 Sqdns,
Capt, MULLIGAN, Lts, MATTISON, SHEPARD, HEAGNEY (Vielet 11 73rd Sqdn,
Lts, KANE, BABCOCK, REDFIELD, a%m.‘ T (Violet 12) 73rd Sqdn.

Takeoff: Vampire 1& 3 - 0830
Greyhound 8 - 0920
Greyhound 9 - 0930
Violet 11 & 12 - 0915

Qor Target: Vampire 1 & 3 = Did not reach tarpet,
Greyhound 8 & 9 - 1340
Violet 11 & 12 - * 1245

. Land: Vampire 1 & 3 - 1145
Greyhound 8 & 9 = 1655
Violet 11 & 12 = 1545

Vampire 1 & 3 climbed to 9,000 ft, and then vere ordered to pancake at Isley
Field due to bad weather, They landed at Isloy No, 1 at 0930, Tney tock off apain
at 1120 and pancaked at East Field at 1145.

Violet 11 & 12 joined Dandy 5 (navipating plane) and two other B=29's at
10,000 ft, 5 milee off Marpi Foint, They started on course for Iwo Jima, c¢limb-
ing the entire distence, Lt, BABCOCK developed a manifold pressure oscillation
vhen 250 mile= from Saipan and returned to base accompanied by Lt, REDFIELD, They
pancaked at 1225, Lt SHEPARD turned back from 450 milee out due to excessive fuel
consunption, He was accompanied by Lt, HEAGNEY and they pancaked at 1345. Two
other B-29's were picked up just prior to reaching Iwo Jima and the five B-29's
rade their bomb runs with the remaining four P-38'g as escort at 25,000 fect,

As the bamb run was completed, Lt KANE spotted two (2) Bopies on the north-cast
end of the island at about 18,000 feet, He and Lt. BARNHILL went down, but the
Bogies proved to he B-24's, Capt, MULLIGAN and hie wingman returned directly to
base with Dandy 5. Dandy 5 sent tvo dther B-29's to Minami Rock and they acted
ag egcort home for Lts FANE and BARNHILL, A trail of smoke about 15 miles north-
enst of Iwo was observed, vhich could possibly have been a plane going down,
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g% e CONFIDENTIZL
318TH FIGETER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

14 Jamary 1945

P~38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION NO. -4
GROUP CONSOLIDATED MISSION NO. 1-36,

1, A, Ten (10; P-38L's,
B. Five (5) ZEKES

2. A. One (1) P-38L
B. Two (2) ZEKES destroyed (confirmed); one (1) ZEKE destroyed (probable)

3, Escort B=24's to Truk,

4. Major FOJTIK, Lts, DUKET, DUPUY, BOWEN (Violet 21) - (333d Ftr Sadn)
Capt. OTTENSTEIN, Lts, RIVAS, EUSTIS, F/0 JAMES (Violet 22) - (333d Ftr Sqdn)
Lts, KANE, BESCHE (Violet 23) = (73rd Fér Sqdn)

Takeoff: 0730 = Over Target: 1100 - Landed: 1430

The three flights rendezvoused with three B-24's (navigating escoert)
at 0735 at 2,500 feet, They climbed to 10,000 feet and proceeded on course
to Truk, Approximately one hour from the target, the B-24's climbed to
18,000 feet and the P=38'gs elimbed to 22,000 feet,

Juet as the formation reached the tarpget area, Vieolet 21-2's left
engine became rough and he noticed that he couldn't pet more than 20 inches
manifold pressure eut of it, Also, small fires were breaking out in the en-
gine. He pulled out of the formation and called for nne of the B-2i's to
oscort him home, He kept calling for 10 minutes but could net pet an answer,
He then proceeded home by himself and pancaked at East Field at 1310, In
+he mea ntime, Buzzard 3 (ohe of the 3 navigating B-2)'s) was ordered to escort
Vielet 212 home, However, the B-24 wags unable to overtake the P-38,

Ae they repched the target arean, Vielet 21.3, 22-1, 22.2, 22-3 and
22-/, spotted and attacked enemy aireraft, Violet 2i-1 and 21-4 patrolled the
area without contacting the enemy. Vislet 23-1 and 23-2 remained with the
navigating B=-24's,

Violet 21-3 spotted a ZEKE at 9,000 feet appreximately 5 miles asway.
He dived from 23,000 feet and chased the ZEKE, The ZEKE dove in a cloud and
Violet 21-3 got on his tall as he emerged, He opened fire at maximum range,
closing to 500 feet, Tracers were observed pouring into the wings and fuse-
lage and an explosion was seen in the ZEKE's left wing. The ZEKE fell off
inte the undercast trailing heavy black smoke, .

Violet 22-1 and 22«2 spotted two ZEKES flying in trail at 12,000
feet, They dove from 25,000 feet and each plict attacked one 2EKE, Violet
22-1 opened fire at maximum range on the first ZEKE and closed to 500 feet,
He saw tracers hit the ZEKE, which started to emcke badly, The ZEKE!s pilet
pulled up momentarily &nd bailed out., The ZEKE disappesred in the undercast,
Violet 22-2 opened fife on the second ZEKE from just out of rarge and clozed
to 150 feet, Fire Brbke out in the ZEKE's belly and immeciately thereafier,
the pilot pulled up afd bailed out, This ZFKE also disappeared in the under-
cast,

Violet 22-4 gaw a ZEKE at 9,000 feet, started to attack it, but lost

CONFIDENTTAL -=1-=- CONFIDENTIAL

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

.
- . -
- - -

CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

GROUP CONSOLIDATED MISSION NO, 1-36 == CONTINUED
L, CONT'B

it in the undercast, He then jolned Violet 22-3, and together they chased
another ZEKE at 11,000 feet, Violet 22-3 got on the ZEKE'!'s tail as it started
to dive for the undereast, He ordered Violet 22-4, who was on his wing, to
etay shove the undercast in case the ZEKE should pull up again, Violet 22-4
pulled out of this dive indicating aprroximately 500 M,P,H, and watched Violet
22~3 dive after the ZEKE through the undercast, Neither the P=38 nor the

ZEKE appeared again, Violet 22-3 did not respond to several calls, and finally,
Viclet 21-1 asked a B-2, to search the area, It im believed Violet 22-3
reached compressibility and was unable to pull out of the dive or that his
external tank came loosc damaging the planes empenage to such an extent that
he lost control. A/A fire was moderate and inaccurate,

Six P-38's rendezvoused with the B-2) escort over North Pass and
headed for base, Vielet 23-1 and 23-2 lost the B-24's about 2 minutes prior
to the reform, They received a vector from the B-24's via radio and proceeded
to base, pancaking at 1420,

5. A. Good enroute and return; clouds ,3 broken overcast at 6,500 feet,
Poor over target; elouds ,9 overcast at 6,500 feet,
B. Good exceot for Buzzard 1, whese radioc was out on the return trip,
6., None
7. 119 rounds 20 mm, 1,060 rounds ,50 eal, 6,030 gallons gas.
8, A1l ZEKES were painted black, The handkerchief maps are satisfaotory

for the flight down to Truk and back, but larger scale maps of the atolls
in the vieinity of Truk would have proved helpful in identifying position,

SANDERS
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

OF PIIOT
(318TH FTR, GRP. MISSION REPORT # 1-36)

IST LT, MARSDEN J. DOPUY, U-B05592
(Violet 21-3)

While escorting the bombers at 23,000 feet, I spotted a lone ZEKE fly-
ing above the overcast at approximately 9,000 feet, I went into a dive which
weuld have brought me on his tail, Just before I got within range, the ZEKE
. ducked into a cumulus cloud. I pulled up sharply and saw the ZEXE come out

of the opposite side of the cloud. I dove on him again as he headed for a
lover layer of clouds, I closed rapidly and opened firq at about 1,300 feet,
As I closed to 500 feet, I saw my fracers hitting the ZEKE's wings and fuse-
lage., 1 obsgerved an exploeion in the left wing, The ZEKE then did a half
roll and disappeared into the clouds trailing black smoke. The ZEKE was
painted black,

MARSDEN J. DUPUY
1st Lt., Adr Corps.

) O’
(Violet 22-1)

My flight was escorting the squadron of bombers that were bembing the
North Field on Moen Island, We were weaving over the bomberg at 24,000 feet
when someone called in two bogies low at nine o'clock, I spotted them almost
inmediately and rocked my wings for the flight to close in and fdéllow me,

The bogies were two ZEKES flying in string about 3,000 feet apert, I nosed
over and started down for the rear ZEKE, When I was almost directly behind

. the bogies, I decided it would be best for me to take the leading ZEKE and
let one of my flight get the rear one, So I passed over the rear ZEKE and
dropped in behind the leading one, I waited until I was well within range
before firing, As I started to fire the ZEKE turned to the right and I followed
him around, observing my tracers hitting the fuselage, My excessive speed
carried me past him in a very short time, and as he passed under my right wing,
he was smoking badly and pulling up to bail out, I clirbed about 3,000 feet
and when T turned back toward the ZEKE all I could see was a trail of smoke
that led into the overcast. I then saw a parachute (not from the ZEKE I
attacked but evidently from the one Lt, RIVAS set afire) and made a quick pass,
firing a short burst to get pictures, The pilot was still kicking and waving
his arms as I went past him.

JOHN J. OTTENSTEIN,
Capt., Air Corps,
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STATEMENT OF PIIOT -- CONTINUED (318th Ftr, Grp, Mission Report # 1-36)

2§D IT, DAYTON F, RIVAS, 0-438797
(Violet 22-2)

I was flying Capt, OTTENSTEIN's wing when someone called in the two bogies.
I followed Capt., OTTENSTEIN as he dove at the ZEKES, The ZEKES were painted
black, with the ususl red roundels on wings and fuselage, and were flying
almost parallel, As we aprrozched, the ZEKE on the left started a climbing
turn and Capt, OTTENSTEIN took him, I followed the ZEKE on the right as he
started 4 steep dive, I opened fire with a ‘short buret from 2,000 feet., At
1,500 feet, I started firing a long burst (about 10 seconds) and continued
firing down to ahbout 150 feet from the ZEFE, My fire went directly into him
and smoke broke out from his tall, Then a fire started under the belly of
the ZEXE and in a few seconds the entire underside was blazing, I had to
break off to avoid a collision and started a steep chandelle to the left as
the ZEKE's pilot pulled up to bail out, I then jeined Capt, OTTENSTEIN and
we climbed to 17,000 feet., As we climbed, Ilooked back &nd saw the pilot
from the ZEKE 1 attacked dangling ffom his parachute, Capt, OTTENSTEIN dived
on the chute and fired a burst over it to get pictures, I stayed on Capt.
CTTENSTEIN's wing but did not fire, As we pulled up out of the dive, I saw
a second parachute vhich was evidently the pilot from the ZEKE Capt. OTTEN=
STEIN had attacked, We did not dive on this chute tut proceeded to the ren-
dezvous point,

DAYTON F. RIVAS,
2nd Lt., Air Corps,

ﬁ'TRUE COFY: =

By oy e 8,
FREDERICK H, DEAMANT, —~
Major, Air Corps.
CONFIDENT TAL b e CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL 3 T [ ] CONFIDENTIAL
318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.0. # 244
5 January 1945

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 1-20 (Consolidated)
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 1-3

1. A. Nine (9) P-38L's (One (1) did not reach target)
B, One (1) singlo-engine aircraft (probably a ZEKE),
2. A. One (1) P-38L
B, DOne (f) single-engine aireraft (probably a ZEKE) destroyed, confirmed.

3. Low-level strafing attack on Iwo Jima,

L. Lts, AMON, HEAGNEY, STEVENS, M BENNETT. (Violet 31)
Lts, SPENCER, SHENEMAN, ERBELE, SULLIVAN., (Violet 32)

Lt. BESCHE. (Snare)
Takeoff: 0342 - Over Target: 0730 - Landed: 1115,

The P-3%'s rendeavoused with the 3 B-2/'s (navigating escort) over
East Field at 0350 and proceeded on course to Iwo Jima, climbing to 9,000
feet. Inasmuch as none of the planes in Vieolet 31 or Vieolet 32 ran into
mechanical diffieulty, Lt, BESCHE 1left the flight at Papan and returned
to base, nmaneaking at 0556, The remaining 8 P-38!'s continued on course,
dropping to the deck approximately 100 miles from Iwo Jima, Ag they
approached the target area, the following action took place:

Just prior teo pulling up for anproach to the target, the right
engine of Violet 32-2 quit and the plane went into the ocean approxi=
mately 25 miles east of Iwo Jima, Violet 32-1 immediately turned back
and eircled the spot where Violet 32-2 crashed, Al1l that could be obser-
ved was an oil slick and one oxygen container, Violet 31-1 experenced
difficulty with an engine cutting cut when he tried to increase power,
so he also turned back and orbitted with Violet 32-1,

Violet 31-2, 31-3 and 31-4 continued to the target. When one mile
from the east coast of Iwo Jima, they spotted a bogie which had just
taken off No, 2 Airfield, heading toward the south tip of the island,
at 1,000 feet altitude. Violet 31-2 and 31-4 pulled up and went after
the bogie. Violet 31-4 opened fire at maximum range and then both Vio-
let 31-2 and 31-4 closed on the bogie asg he circled to the left, Both
P-3R'g again opened fire from about 200 fect and the bogie's left wing
wag set afire, The bogie went into a gradual diving turn and Violet 31-2
fired a final burst just as the bogie hit the water and exploded approx-
imately 5 miles southwest of Iwo Jima, Violet 31-3 strafed revetment
areas on the northeast tio of Airfield # 1, He could seec tracers going
into the revetments but did not observe any parked aireraft,

Violet 32-3 and 32-4 made a strafing pass across Airfield No, 2.

As soon as they reached the island, they ran into intense A/A. Violet
32-4 attacked an automatic weapons position just rest of the taxiway and

CONFIDENTTAL -1= CONFIDENTIAL
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318th Fighter Group Mission Report # 1-20 (Consolidated) -- Continued
4. CONT'D

observed his tracers pouring into the area whers gun flashes were most
intense, Violet 32-3 was badly shot up almost as soon as he reached
the island, As he came off the island, his right wing was in flames
and the spinner of his left engine had heen shot off, Violet 32-4
Jjoined him after the strafing pass and both plancs headed for Minamb
Rock, After a minute or so, the fire on Violet 32-3's right wing went
out and a large hole (approximately 12 inches in diameter) was observed
near the trailing edge of the wing, His left engine was out and his
canopy gone. Both planes rendezvoused with the other § P-38's and the
B-24's and headed for home, Two of the B-24's stayed with Violet 32-3
and 32-4, (Violet 32-3 was unable to feather his right propeller)., The

. remaining 5 P-38's went ahead with the third B-2/ and pancaked at 1115,
Violet 32-/, who had received instructions from his flight Jeader at
0915 to return with one of the B-24's, pancaked at 1126, Violet 32-3
came all the way home on one engine, his plane badly shot up, and pan-
caked at Tsely Field at 1210,

4/A was intense, inaccurate to accurate, from positions all around
No, 2 Airfield and from positions near the voleane at the seuth tip of
the igland, The fire was from automatic weapons and machine guns,
5. A, Good enroute, over target and return, Clouds, ,2 te ,4 cumulus
2,000 to 12,000 fect,
B. Loud and elear,

6. The automatic weanons position Just west of the northwest taxiway was
geverely damaged,

. 7. 1,550 rounds ,50 cal, 209 rounds 20mm. 5,400 pallons gas.

8. 0il drums on beach were strafod. Ko positive results seen or observa-
tions made as to their contents,

SANDERS
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
LP.C, in' QM

IDIVIDUAL PILOT NAR"ATIVC RTICRTS
(318th Croup Mission 7 1-20, 5 Jan)

ong I, HORACE D, SENITT, Tiolet 3I-4,

When coming off tho tarmot at Iwo at 0800, Janmuary 5, 1945, I, Lt. Bomnott.
started elosing on 2 Jap sinrle on~ine aireraft in a slirht turn to the left, 12
was apnroximately 1500 feot hirh. I boran firin~ from about 2,000 foot, ¥y air-
epood was 260 to 270 niles per houre I hold continuous fire until the loft wing
708 tonk oxpledod and thon comsed Firines I oxrended 650 rounde of ecliber W5C

nd 137 rounds of 20MM. The ranre was about 1,000 fart at that tine and theo Jup
d“ﬂ 300 foot hirh. There woo a laren £irc as hn wont into thn watar ahout 4 tc
milos south=wrst of Iwo. Lts Heoammoy wae closinn on my loft win- ot the some
tine o I was firina.

/o/ Horac~ D, Bomnott

/t/ HOCACT D, BONWEIT
2nd Lt,, Air Corps,
0-760233

and Tt, GERLLD J. FEAGEY, VisIst 3I-2.

Borpy was onllod out immediately aftsr ha had talken offs Ao wo pulled up
to make the etrafins run I saw tho Borsy cominc in ot 180 da-ress to our cource
and a little to the loft of my lin- of flicht. Jop turned to the richt oo Lt.
Bennott ond I started chasing him. Lt. Bennott C£irsd firct out of rense and Jap
.acoin— tracors rrvcroed his turn to the l-~ft with Beonnett otill firin-. Se-ing

that It. Bonnctt wren't closin- on hin, I cut insido Brnnott's turn an? atarted
firing, Saw my 20MM hittins hio laft win~ and oscondo lntor h~ burst into flamo
on tho left sido and atarted downs I quit firins then but he 4idn't ocoen to %
losing altitude very fast oo I atartsd firing asnin nnd continund until ho hit
the wotor and oxplodod.

/a/ Garald J. Hramny
/4/ GE2ALD J, HEAG Y
2nt Lt., Alr Corpo,
0-763815
K TRUE OUFYs

ifILLIAM P, F’R‘*‘M

lot Lt., Air Cor'os
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

3 December 19453

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 1-16
P-38 FROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 1-2

A, Six (6) P-38L's
B, None
A, None
B, None

Escort to Iwo Jima (Two F-5's),

Capt. TENNANT, Lts. RICKARD, KENDLE, GRAY. (Violet 1) (19th Sqdn)
Lts, HARBOUR, O'HARA (Violet 2) (73rd Sqdn)

Takeoff: 0759 = Over Target: 1230 - Land: 1556

Violet 1-1 and 1-2 together with Violet 2-1 and 2-2 left the hombers
approximately 15 miles south of Iwo Jima at 1220 hours,

Approaching the target on the deck Violet 1-1 and 1-2 eseorted Vio-
let 41 in a photographic pass up the west coast of Iwo Island at 50 foot
altitude, speed approximately 300 mph, The landing craft in the west
boat basin were observed and appeared to be utichanged, The barrels on
the beach seem to be set at twenty-foot intervals and ampeared to be full
of sand, A small meund approximately ten feet in diameter, cireular in
shape, with a short stubby projection out of the center and of an overall
height of not more than five feet was observed on the peint north of the
west boat basin, The mound did not appear to have any openings toward
the sea, The element escorted the F-5 in retirement northward, turning
180 degrees and ascending to 3,000 feet. A reconnaissance pass was then
made southward slong the west coast of the island within gun range. No
aireraft were visible on either of the airfields and nmo activity was ob-
served, No other shipping was seen,

Violet 1-3 and 1-, remained with the bembers and orbitted Minami
until 1300 when the F5's and escorting flight rejoined and started for
base, One hour south of Minami Rock the strike force of B=2/'s was met
and passed,

Vialet 2-1 and 2-2 escorted the other F.5 up the east coast of Iwo
on its phetographic run., The run was made at approximately 50 feet alti-
tude and completed just north of the east boat basin at which point they
broke to the right and returned to Minami fer the rendezvous, No umusual
cbservations were made, No Anti-airepaft fire,

A. Enroute; .9 strato cumulus, tops 10,000 feet, Over target; ,10
cumulus at Z,000 feet, Return; .9 strato cumulus broken im nlaces,
Tail wing 35 knots,

B. Loud and clear,

None
Nome, 4,020 gallons gas,
None SANDERS
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

1 Jamuary 1945

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 1-1
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUATRON MISSION REPCRT # 1-1

1, A, Six (6) P-38's (A1l failed to reach the target - weather)
B, None

2. A, None
B. None

. 3. Photo Reconmaissamce eseort, Iwo Jima,

4, Capt, TENNANT, Lts, GIBSON, KENDLE, LIEBGOTT  (Vielet 1) - (19th Sqdn)
Lts. SHEPARD, BABCOCK, (Violet 2) - (73rd Sqdn;

Takeoff: 0759 Landed: 1400

The weather was pood until flights reached Pajares Island, After
passing this island they encountered a bad weather front, They entered
this front and flew through it for more tham sixty miles encountering
thres related bad weather layers which extended from the ocean up to
8,000 and 12,000 feet,

At 1050 the flights turned back dus to their inability to loeate the
deck under these weather conditions,

Almost immediately after turning back, the left engine en Violet 2-.'-
plane estarted cutting out and he was obliged to feather t¥e prop. He an:
his wing man with one of the escorting B-24's returned directly to base,
Viclet 2-1 pancaked at Isely Field in order to take advantage of the longe~
runvay,

fihile returning to base, Vielet 1-1 observed an aireraft in the water
of f shore of the west side of Alamagan. The flight orbitted the area for
twenty minutes but saw no sign of life in the viecinity, The airdraft in
the water was lying on its back with the tail missing and the wings so
distorted that definite identification ceuld not be made, The pilots be-
lieve that the wing was Davis type. They state that the plano was definite’iy
four engine monoplane, silver in color, and believe it to be a B-29. On
shore near the wreck they saw a Yellow 1ife raft and rations both strewn
on the beach and piled up on a rock mearhy, Following these observations
they returned to base,

5. A, See narrative,
B. Loud and clear,

6, None
7. No ammo expended, 3,570 pallons gas,
8. None

SANDERS
CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENT1A L

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958




