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31 TH FIG ER GRO P, AAF
A, P,O. 14

? Dece b r I9

31 T FIG GRO P ISSION REP RT # 12 (Conaolidated
P- 3 C IONAL S UADRON ISSION REPORT 12-

1. A. Eightee (I8) P-3g s.
(T ee ( ) fai ed te reach t rget)

8, One (1) NICK

, A, No e
B. One (1} NICK destro ed in the ir contir ed); one (1) Z des-tro ed on the ground; two (2) ZEKES da ged on the round,

3 . F ht er we p on h o i a ,
4
. or ROFS E , Lta,

RESER , NDLE, OLZ (Violet 33)
C . M CO N Lt . S , , SPE CER,

(Vi ol e t 34 )
Lt s . RU , SPAUL ING, PETTY, ORRI S (Vi ol e t 3 5 )
Capt . LLIGAN

, Lt , DE ONKER, ,
F TER, SULLI A ( i ol e t b )

Lt. FANC E , F/0 JAME (Vfolet 37)
U N R c oa - 3 Pi LOt
Takeo s 0621 - O er T ge ; 1015 - L nd: 13 5

The tiv flighte rende:vouaed with the three nav gati g 8- s
over Ea t Fie .d an proo eded to Iwo Ji a at 10, 0 feet,L , KENDLEta (Viol t 33-3) ndi g gea door would ot ol e.Ha pancaked at est F eld, Ti an, t 15,Lt, SPENCER

(Violet 34-3) ret ed from 200 milea out ue to
ult generator a d oaciilati R.F.M, He p nc ked at eat Fie1d

Tinian, at O 10.Lt. BABCOCR (Violet 3 -4 returned fror 3C0 ilea out due o ig t
collant flaps bei inop rative, He ne ked st East Field at 0 45.The re ini 15 planea cnntinued to Iwo Ji a, dro i to the deck1 lea om the ar et, As t ep r ached he target rea, the ollow-ing sction took pla e:

Violet 33-1 de his run acro s the north end ot A r i ld No, l.The fi t targot he sa appeared to e a bu ld ng o l rge n bet eenthe two tu aro de, A fo to five eco buret w a tir , cori h t
on p raonnel and t rti g fire , Aa he ulled out o 'hi tr ing divehe aw shlp (tontatively identified aa a naval transpor , A P D) about
o e mile off the e st coaat, outh o the boat landi , He a d the re-inder o his f ight ma e thr e str ing runa on the vesael, hittingthe bridge, superstr cture an alo t the w terl ne, Violet 33-1 Lhe
circled the north p t of the isl nd and heard a bogie c l ed in by33-4, low at 3 o clock, Violet 33-4 de the firat attack on the
e e y pl ne whi h ae now identified as NICK. After Vio et 33-4 oke
o t, Viole 33- . ot on the NICK s t il, openec fire at ediu a e and
obe rved hits on the right engi and w g root, F t ring re ultedin an ex lo ion of the NI K e right cillf y e ternal tank. Fla es

om t hi s exp3os i on char ec t he l e i ng or V ol et 33- 1 ' s pl ane , TheNICK took violent e aive a io . Vio et 3 I bro o the attack dueto bei ou of nitio ,
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31 h F t up a ion Repor 12-66 (Con oli ated) -- CO TI TE

, CO D

Violet 33- picked up his first t rget which aa u k on the tu n-
o nd on the north e d of A rffeld No, 1. He e ra ed it, obeer ng hits,He then str fed a g poaition ust off the next t arou d ta the e et.No f re or explos ons were obser ed. He then oi ed the rest of hi ight
o the attack on the freighter, After thie, e oined i the t c on
the NICK, f ring a deflection hot st the a ti that Violet 33•1 de
his fi t pa a. A ter Violet 3-1 broke off hie ttaek Violet 33 ot
o the NICK's ta1l and op ned fire fro c di ra e, He ob erved h ta
on e left engine, hich buret i to ame, an alao hit i the oockpit,He b oke of terpor ril but a ain got on the NICK e ail as t e NICK
lled up to the left, Op ni g fire t clo e ranp , he ob r d hit o

t t ai l and l e f t ri ng , He a st ri p hi ch ae poee b at ai l er on,or eel , dan l i o t he l e f w , T e NIC gan a di t tu t e
the rigbt s Violet 33 fired a fincl b st, wh ah reeult d in n explo•
ai on i t he l ef t i n • ot , he NICK f pp d o r , hi s l ef t i p
at r ck t ha wa er , nc'_ h:; c •R9' ed i n a l ar e ex l oai o , The p i t i on of
t h crash as a c m l

,y
2 i l es nort h re t of I O J ma ,Vi al et 33-4 cP s tr af i run f ro t he st , e bse d f l a hee

co i rom a pun p ;ition on the east coast uat below the boet landing,He iired i to this position, observing hita, He oined the b lance ofi f l i ht i n t he t ack on t h ahi p, t he bo of i ch s poi nt e app ox-i a e 45 de e es true , 1ol et 33 4 ' e i r st pas s r e ade 45 de ee
o he bow, The secord pa s s ace 90 degre© to the bow, e obse ed

hit going i to the sicc nc u structure nd sa a small explo ion en
t he auper s t ruct ur , F ?

. .
i ng of f i s t rg et , he o i ned hi f l i ght a a Lh y

pr oc e eded t c cl i mb a nd :.e a f a - he nor t h par t of I wo J i a . en t he
flipht reaehed ,00 f et on co se of 2? degreea, Violet 33- saw a
NICK 500 feet below t 3 o'cloek, approxirnatelp one ile a y, e din
on a eo se of 5 de rees. He called t e bogie n nd started a ter h m,He fired three lo bu .•s

ts ut ob erved no hits, He then ade three more
p a e s and ob r ve hi s t r acer s g oi ng i nt o t he f u s©l g e , n r oot s nnd
oa o y, The ,

b n out of am unition, he broke o f hi ttaek and oined
Violet 33-1.Violet 34-1 atrafed a t uck, bu ldin s an ne p rsonnel on the
s r ce pron t the outh rn end o Airfield No,

1, A large ffre as
at tec ae ©s t of this attack, A he c me off the islan,

he m de
th ee traf ng runa on the ship, obser ng hit on the bridge and at the
terline.

Violet 3 -2 atrafed two trucka south of the orthern ost t narou c
on A field N

,
1
, He then strafed ix truek d eae peraonnel on the

beach ust south of he bo t lard ng on the eaet coast, He then ined
hi s l i ht l e cde i n at c ck i t he s hi p .Vi o e 3 5 f l i t a c be:en a i gned t he ni l dr ums mbedde d al a t he
beach on the wes• coa t. The fli ht proceede north of Iwo Jim., p es-

. g ov er K ngok I an pu l l i u p t o 2 , C f e et over Hi r s i w Saki ,Vi ol e t 3 5- 1 o' e ' e d a l ot of s mal l pi l e a of s nd nnd r o cke on t he be a h .H f i r e ; i o h +, a e ed t be oi l r u s s e t i nt n t he s and f or r i f l
pi t s , IIe o` s : v e d: r e ct hi t s at har moni z ed r an e by bo h 2 nnd t r a ce r a,but t he r ur s di no•, e pl ode nr cat ch f i e , Heada of dr u ap ar ed t o
hav e b e n cu of f . He a rept hi a f i r e nl c t he be ch , t ur ni of f t he
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318th Flgh er Group Mission Repor 12 6 (Consolid ted) -- CO INUED

4 . CO T D

t get o er the est boat la inp. Retirinp cut to sea and e imbing, he
aaw a s ll boat the a e of a se pning tup appro imste r 1,0 yarda o f
Tobiishi B a, headed approxirat ly 10 de raes to rd ahore, Violet 35
flipht m de seven strafinp attacka fro 45 degree to dead a ern othe boat, pettin ma y hits at the aterline and on the auperstructure,hen the 1

.ipht left his t rg t, t e boat was dri tinp and aettlin inthe wh te fo water and among the rocks directly of the s ut tip ot he i al and, T eq obse ed t o en or b di e s i n t he w t er ,Violet 35-2 aa th oi dru s assi ed as a target but was not in a
position to re on them, Re observed s x to eigbt landi type c afti n t he we st b at l a f np, Re observed t hree 0m t racer co i n omt i s pos i t i on a d t her e ore f i ed i nt o t he hi p whi l e turni n of t het et. Dam g as a ault of h3a s rafin was unobaerved.Violet 35-3 s elso out o positio t hit the il dru s bu obser-v c th fi e from Viclet 3 -1 o directly i t them, Violet 35•3 f
into s wcoden bu ldin nor h of the interaection of e ro d on the westbea , He s a i t s vn t e bui l di t g , ut oma t i c e pon f i r e pr vent ed hi m
continuin hia pa s south al n the Deach. He pulled o the rpet 2,fe t south o the b at lsndi .Vi o et 5- f i red do n a hol e r w of r a but a no r eau t omh s f i . He obser v d t racer f i re ac i p f r om a revet ment and bui l ci
! he vi ci ni y o t he we st b at l a di . e e t t a t d t e p i t i on a d
the iring ce ae , Automatic eapons fire o n rth of the volcane
oraed him to retire out to sea 2, 00 eet south of the boat landinp,Violet 36-1 thoroughly atr fe n utamatie eapon aition th t wa
.r i n at hi m f r om t he beac appr oxi t c due west f r or t he tu nar ou d

on irfiel N . 2, He then strafed 2 or 3 sinple•engine aircraft, hich
ay or a.y not have been oper tional, ust est of the turnaround, Con-ti inp h pass ea t of the t rn round, he t rted a fire idwaq bet anthe tur r und anc the ea t ec t. As he u led off the islan , the b -

i ar e e pl ode d a nd d a.r k em ke r s e t 2 , 00 f e t . He ne ct obs er v e t he
s hi p of f t he ea et c a st nd s t ed i t f r or t ern t o bow obs erv i ng h t sll alo p the deck and bridp©, en he left, the iphter as sm kif r om or f f er e nt pl a ce a ,Violet 36-2 saw 3 olipped- np ZEKES p ked i tip to 1 tip att e weat ed e of the No, 2 Airfield r way intersection. He fired fn ot he S a nd t he ee nt e r o e i mme dl at e ex pl oc ec and bur st i nt o l e ,Z much s the EKES ere p rked o cloae toge er, V olet 3 -2 b lf®v ahe two outaide one t ha e be n se e ely da ped when the middle onee l oded , Co ti n o f t he i l and, he obaer v ed a ahi p a nd o ned t r eeoth P- 6ta who ere str fin the ehip in strin for ation, Re observedhita alo the side and bridpe,Violet 3 -3 de hi pasa on t e deck acro s Airtield No, 2, He aathe hree .E E the middle one w s bu in ) nd uat as he atarted toatr fe the other two, he receive hits from utomatic weapone fire whictore o f a l rpe ection of his 1 t outbo rd horiz nta2 stabilizer andda pec his left vertieal atabilizer and rudder, He im ediate y heacedf r ina i Rock and orbitted there until oined by the H- t .Violet 3 -4 strafed two of the landin craft ne the west boa land-ing, obser ng hit on o e of them, He c ntinued acroes the island w th-t pick n a pecifi tar et and w a t ab ut to oin in the atta k
I I • • CO IDENTIAL
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31 TH F hter Group Mia on Re ort # 12- (Conaolidat®d) -- CON IN ED

. CONT D

on t e s ip hen he hes.rd Violet 3b 3 o ll in a say t t he had been
hi t . He t : er ef re oi ned Vi ol et 36- 3 a accompani h t o i n i Rock.

V o1©• 7-•1 re ined with the bo b rs until they c ©e ithin o
mile of I n Jima,

H then a the se3 ain tu o f the south tip of the
island and p oceeded to at ack it

.
He ma e a total of seven strafin

paasea on the boat, observin tracers pour into it on each p ss,
te

hi st pass, he saw the boat crcs int the racka on the outhe et tip

of t he i s l nd . The boat Wa s smo i n whe n he l e f t t he are a ,
Violet 37-2 re ained cith the bombers and did not attack any tar et,
A/ A v ar i ed . F f om t he we t s hor e wa s ea er a na c at ez -

ep or the auto tic weapons positi ns u t north of the south voloa o,
h a intense d i accurate,

Fire fram tie positi ns in the vicini y

of .
f i e l d No . 2 a s moder a t e and a ccu_at e , Vi o t ? 6 -3 wa s hi t r oa

t h ee pos i t i ons . I ns e bar r e t y e f i r e wa s obser v ed c ami f r m p o-
itiona aou h of the e st • boat landin , Fire fr m thes posftione
(4 m or lar er) ut up a intense barra e o er the ship ust af er he
p ot a c o pl e t e d t he i r s t r af i a' t ack .

At 1030 all planes had completed thei attacka an rende vcused with
the B- 9's at i mi Rock, They headed f r bsae at 10 0,

5 . A. Good e n cut e a nd r et n c i t h t he e ce pt i on of a f e w l f r nt s .
Good o er tar et; clouds, , cu ulus, t 50 feet.

B. Lcu nd cl e r . .
6, Se Narrative.

?. 10, 41 ou d .5 cal.
1
, rounds 20m .

10,5
llona a .

6
, Other observationa:

Yiolet 35-1 observed white phosphorous explodi in th® air directly
o er t he f i r e st r t ec by Vi ol e t 34 - 1 at t he s out her e nd o Ai r f i e l d No .
l , Smoke om t h s f i r e nd f r o he bu• r_

i Z E s v i s i bl e om i n-
a i Rock.

No operat n l planes other than th e mentioned i thia re o t

were se n, efther on the u ays or in t e wooded dispersal are .
hen plan s f

_n
ished s rafin t naval tr n pcrt A P D smoke wa

aeen risin rom t ree p'!_aces
lo the deek. T e B- navi ational

e ac ort p ane s o s r e i t e r s e / A f i r e emi t t i n f rom t hi s shi p when i t

s under st r i nry a ^:c - t ae P- 3 ' s .
A t h o r a t : r r il i : 1 a n c e of i n mi R o c k y Vi ol e t 3 4 - 1 d i d o t d i s -

cloee the presenc© cf a r d r installation.

SA DE S
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31B 'H FIG TER GRO P , AAF
A. P .

O
.

# 2

PI I T S NARRATI VE
(Gr oup Mi s f on Re r t # 1 2- 66 )

J OR ARR K ROE ( Vi ol e t 3 - 1 )

Af t r st raf i n t he APD, I l ed y l i ght we st ou d t he nort h end
of I to lbok or a othe t get. Violet 33 apotted a bogie heading
nort heas and •e t ned t o t t ack . 3-4 de t he f i r at at t ck on what
ap ared to be a NICK, and e ored hits and left h oking be re he broke
a y . I t hen got on t he ICK' a t ai l and f i r d t o f o - secohd b t s bef o e
runnin out of ammo. On y fir t burst, pieces fle fro the left en ino
and fusela e nd his left landin gear st rted do ,

On my second bu st,
his

right au ili y gas t nk explvded and a fire brok® out in his right wi

root. en I b oke a y, he was burn fiercely ia the right ing and had

slo ed do eonsiderably ,
h®n I broke a ay, 3 - came in and scored more

hita, after fch he NICK crashed in the wat©r and ex loded.
Al d ing the attaok b y light, the NICK sta d ight on the

deck nd u ed extre ely violent e si s action, a ost hitting the ater on
some o hi ekiddi tur e. The NICK s a d l green ith red roundels on
win s anc fusela e,

He c rr ed drop-tgnk of fuel on e ch i , and re-
leas d one of them du i the attack,

The NICK had t o ersons board,
neither of which was observed to escape.

s/ ar en K. Ro Ser
t / ARREN K, ROES ,

i or , A Corpe .

2ND LT . ROBE
_
H,

(Violet 33-2)

Lt , St ol t z cal l ed i n t he bo i e he n e r e rej o i n ng at t he nort h
t p of t he i @l and . he n I f i r s t s a hi m he S t f i ve o c l ock t o e ,

i or
Ro s r and I , g oi ng a y , e t ap r o i t e l y 1 , 500 f e et . St ol t z made t he f i r s t

s s . By t h i s t i me re ' d i e nt i f i ed t he bo f e a a I CK. The 1ICK dove as
St ol t m de a pa s s on hi m nd he n St ol t z br oke of f , 4

,
i or Roe s er i ni t i t ed

h i s f i r s t pa s s . I f l ev t he a ,
i or s wi on t h i s a s s a d t r i e d a s hor t bur s t

but mis ed so I broke up and away , By this ime the NICK ce on the deck.
He p lled so e ve good evasive ction but Ma or Roese m na ed to stay on
his ail. I observed e Maior s hits in the ri ht wi and engine and t at
e gin fl med.

The M br oke a ay and St ol t z mac e a not her s s . he n he b oke
aw y, I a in position for a ater att ok. As ea e do on hie ta l the
NICR atarted a t n to the left. I follow nd openec fire t about 800
feet. I ade hits on the left en i e nd atarted it fl i an nlso ob-
s er ved t wo e l o qi cro s on t he l e f t s i de of t he c nopy . I br oke a ,y an a s I
started on my noxt pass the NICK f ed c bank to the ri ht, then broke left

qharp] . I got on hi s t ai l and o ene f i r e at very c l o se r a n e . I i n
ot hits in the left w ng d e ine nd observed s ethi c e loose on t e

trailing ed e of his ri ht wing, big puff of smoka came frvm his left

CONFID E TI AL - 1 - CON I DE IAL
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PILOT'S NAR ATIV S (Group iasion Re ort #12-6 )

en ine and it appe ed to co k out.
His left wj dinped sharply b t he

slo ly b ought the ship level and started a very entle ri ht turn.
I fired

y final bu st and oke away to w tch hi . His left e pine exploded d
the NICK flipp d over and ent into th ter on his le t i . There s
a huge nloafon hen he hit the ter.

/a/ Ro ert H. Reser
/t/ ROBE T H. RESE ,

2 d Lt., A r Corps.

D L . A T ONY J , STOLTZ (V l e t 3 )

J .' l e y i ng mut ua l sunnor t pos i t i on t h Ma or Roe s r and Lt . Re s er
at 3

,000 fe t on cours 270 da rees, ter lecvi g the north en of Iwo Jima,
I s aw n e n my pl a ne 030 0 o ' c l ock bout 5 l0 f ee t l ow f r m me nd bout on©
mi l c way . I c .

l d i n h e ogey and t ur ned t o t t ack hi m,
he n I f i r s saw

hi m he wa s f y i ng a co r e oi 4 S de re e a but whe n he s aw e h s t t ed do n
t the ater n turn d to the left, This put me directly behind him. I
cr ve ri ht up his tail and fave him three lon bursts.

I must have be n
on h or t e n s e cv n s . S t hi n i s ps ef s moke ancl l a s he f r om t he back
of his cock it rhich looked like retur fire o this ss,

I sa y tr cer
hi ut I mu t have been alre dy out of 20 as I c ult not aee ny flashes.
D • t h i s run t he NI CR f l e s t r ai ht and l ev e l . I pul l d of f r i ht de -
rees and then pulli up I did a 1 0 degree ri ht puttin the NICK ahead of

me a t 034 d o c l oc k . . hi l e i n t hi s pos i t i on I s aw i Ro s er f i r e a nc bl o
up s omet hi on t he NI CK s i n whi ch made bi l a s h o f l ame n hi ch e nt
out again.

A8 Lt. Reser tarted to fire on the NICK i did enother 90 de r e
right anc got back in li e. A ter Lt. R ser pu led off I tarted firing and

i r e 3 f r em di r e ct a st er n of hi m unt i l t h i n 100 eet of hi m. I aw
tracer enter hia fu el ge and wi roots. ihhen I p llec off and c me b ck
round, sa Lt. Reser on the NICK tail in turn to the left. After he
broke off I hit the N CK again at 5 degrees and noticed tracer h t the
esnopy, The NICK straightened out an cropped omethin off his i s.

I
coul c not t e l l hgt i t ws s . I oul l ec of f t o t he r i ght of t h I CR and s aw
Lt . Re s er g t on hi anc ex pl oce t he ICK s l e f t e ng i ne , The f l ame s oo .
went out. I then de another 5 de ee ass fr m the right and r n ou o^
s muni t i on , I we nt ups t ai r s and i o i ne d or Roe s er a s Lt . Re s er we nt i r. : .f r
t he i?ICR a a i n , He ex l ode d t hi s t i ma , t he NICK h i t t i n t he at er anc px ' r.
ng ag in.

s Ant o y J. Stoltz
/ t / ANTHONY J . TOLTZ,2nd Lt., Air Corps.

.A TR' E COPY: - '
/ " ,LLI A d P . FRELI GH, ,l Lt . , i r Corps .
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31 TH FIG TE G O , AAF
A. P. 0. # 2 ,

2 cemb r 19 4

3I TH FIGHTER GROUP IS ION REPORT 12- b (Conaolid ted)
P- 38 PROVI SI ONAL S UADRON SSI ON RE ORT # 12-

1
, A

, Eighteen (18) P-3RL s.
(One did not reac the tar et)

B. None

z. A. None
B. One (1 ZEKE destro ed on the ground; T o (2) t in-engine air aft

damaged on the round; Four (L} single-engine air aft damaged on
the ound,

3 . Fi ght er s: eep on h o Ji r. ,
4 . Capt . PARK, Lt s . RI A , ER LE, DUP Y, (Vi ol et 34)

Ca p , cCO ' , Lt s . B ER , SNYDE , R ER
.

(V ol et 35 ) 33 F a
Capt, OTTENSTEIN

,
Lta. DUKET, E DLE , DONA UE,

(Violet 3 )
Lts. JACOBSON, DU N , L E GO T , CAR N,

(Violet 37)
' Lta, I SON, BESC . (Violet 3g)73R IR

Ta of f : 06 15 - Ov r Tnr ge t : 1015 - an : 133

The five li ht rendo voused ith t ree B-29 s (navi ati e cort)
ov r st Field d headed for Ino Jira, nproxi ately 15 minutea fter
t ake of f , V ol e t 3 - l o t c ool a nt t of h i s r i ht e n i ne nd t he l e t
turbo started to s oke, He retu ned to S ipan, l ndin at I el Field
at 06 0. The rer.a

in n 17 P-38's ere escorted to within 30 mile of
I o J1t . Vi ol e t 3 r e ai ne d i t h t he B- 29 nnd Vi ol e t 34 , 3 5 , 36

, &
3? re set on aourse for the tar t rea, They for ed line a east
snd ade one strafing run acro s the island om north est to southeast.Violet 3 -1 ob e ed three rcrsft near the unction of the run-
ays on Ai field #2

. One as a silver si le-e ine fi hter (p ob hl
a TOJO) an the other two were dar , o ou l ged ZEKES

,
V3olet 3 -1hit th silver pl ne ith a lon b rst, but it did not e plode or catch

f i e . He he n at r af ed t he ZEI S , s et t i r one of t he on f i r e , Thi s
ZEKE

.as
definftely destroyed, Violet 3 -1 the strafed th ee besched

ships on the east s ore of the island, near the boat Iandin , with
unobserv d resu ts,Violet 3 -2 did not piek up a tar et unt l he w s alrost acrossthe island, Ae then observed a d stra ed a * n position loc ted near
the be ch d s ips on the east s ore, The results of the strafi wer
not obse vod.

Yiolet 3 -3 trafed a ZE E in r vet ent iu t southe st of the#2 Airfield runnay intersection,
Hits were obs rved b t no spccffic

c r a e not c , Vi ol e t 34 - t hen obs er v d 3 ot her orer t onnl i r craf t
p rked iust south of the ZEKE s rev mcn , He w s un ble to et his
nose do . in time to str3 e t ese three ircraft.Violet 34- observed air aft in bunkers south of Airfield 2

,He firac lon bur t at the .
ircr ft nd ob erved hits on tro of th m,but they did not burn, H© then ob ervec truck full of J ps o th©
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31 TH FIG ER GROUP ISSIO 1 REF RT - .
(Consolidated)

Cont c

o d ust east o the n ays.
T e apa cis eunted and aea tered tor

c ove but Vi o1 t 3 - 1 ws s pul l i up s t t h t i me coul d not s t r e
the roops.

h e p ssin o er the east ahore of the island, he obser-
ved and str ed a pos ible un po ition on the beach east ot the un ys.He ob erved hits in the revetment.Violet 35-1 ound no target other than a t ck nd ateam roller on
the aouth tip of A field #2, hic he e rafed. He obser ed on sin le
n iae aircr ft in a revetment on the northe st corner of Ai fi©ld #1.Violet 35-2 tra ed a VAL in a reve ent between A rfield #1 nd

Ai f i el d 2 , so t h o t he i nt er se et i on of No, 2 run ys . No hi t s were
observed.

Violet 35- r fed sil r sin le e gine a craf in ona ot a
line of revetments ee nectin the wo irf3elde. 20 c hits ere obser-
v d snd the enemy plane .s

le amoking. He then atrafed a truck nd
ene y p rsonnol on the north tip o .

4irfield 1
.Violet 36-1 obser d a gun pos tion near the b ch est of Ai field

#2
, He strafed it with unobser ed results. He ne ct ob erved a lar e,

screen-type radar just outhcest o the tur round on Airfield #2, He
strafed this inetal ation ithout being able to de erm ne peclfic da e,A gu poai t i on us t t o t he 1f• t of t he r d r s f

.r
i n as Vi ol e t 36 - 1

pasaed this area,Violet 36-2 eaw t o t n n i e ir raft rked 1 feet pa t be-
tween the ridge nd the est ta i y of 2 Airfield. He strafed both
pl es, observ n sn hits on each. He a].eo

hit a Jap ho was runni
om one plane to the other.Vi ol e t 35- 3 f ound hi s e l f on t h de ck t t ha e s t be ac h . He f i r ed

into unidentifie b ach positions.
As he puiled up, he notieed a lar o

hi t e puf f of s oke s i i l r t o cr i t i n s t e on hi l e f t . He t ned
and red into the smoke. Contin hi pass, he str fed ss hut
south and est of Airfield , Nosin over , h then tr fed a eoncen-
tr tion of r nin Japs ( pp o i ately 0 or 60) id ay bet cen the we t-
er n e d e Ai r f e l d #3 and t he nor t h t ur ns r ound of Ai r f l d ,# 2 . Re t i r -
in aoutheastw d,

he eon fnued to str fe across the i 1 nd.V olet 36- s app o mat l 150 fe t to the le t of Violet 3 -3
nd made an al ost identical str fin run.

He oba rved additio al
concentration of trvons north of those ttacked by Violet 36-3. He
strafed these troops and ob ervec his fire h tt n among them, Retirin
southeastward, he f3red st soma buildings (p ob bly conareta) 3, 00 feet
nort o st f the East-West run y of 2 Ai field.Vi ol e t 37 ••1 appr oached t h i s l a nd pul l i n up t o 1 , 000 f e t . He
nos ed ove a t ho be eh and obs er ve d n r. er ous r e cke d a i r cr af t on nd
about Ai f cl #3. His cou ae duri the r s ap oximatel 320
nd t̀oo hi over the area o tar occupied by the industrial plant,This entirc area appe red levelled. The P-38 s on his ri ht forced him

to s rafe north o his assi ned tar et area. Nu erous rass s cks were
seen and atr °ed north of the turn round.

H© continued his strafin run
north an northe^s of Afrfiel #2

, hittin what op ared to be cement
etructures appr xir. tely 5,00

0 fe t northeast of the turn ound.folet 3 -2 tired into a l e house 7,000 f et northwest o the
turn round and into the un position south of 3 airfield, He then
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CONFID TIAL CONF DENTIAL

31 TH FIG TER GROUP MISSION RE RT # 12- (Consolid .ted
)

4. Cont d

traf d the un position e st of the r d r tation near 2 ir eld.Yiol©t 373- str ed ou ea aoutheast of #3 Ai ield, He observed
t wc f i r e s , one app o r t e l y 2 , 0 f e e t e s t of #3 A f i e l d nd t he
other 2, feet est of #3 Airfield. He retired northe st, atrafi
t e poaition directly east f the east end of #3 Air ield,Y ol t 37- e t r a e d a cr oas t e c nt er of A f i e l d and , t ur ni
left, Btr od the r d .r t tion 2,

500 feet north-northeast o the east
en of ,irt

ield #3
. He o erved hfs 20 shells enter n the build-

in , iolet 37- retired north off the isl nc,M er to oder te A/A o© chine n d automatic weapon w a
received fror the follo in..po

inta:
Auto tie weapons positio east of A field 2,M G position next to radar outhe st of the tu round on

Ai field #
,/G 's near three beached ship on ast coast,M/ G 100 y e st of t he we t shor e , due es t f i rf i el d

# .

he A/ A Pi re s e e ed t o be accur at e as t o d e ct i on but naecur t e
ae to altitude.

Violet 6-1 received a g ed on the ri ht outer
ooll nt acket cowl n o a pro ble auto a ic w apon,

Vio1Pt 36-2
received a sm ll hole in the no of his ul ne ro a ob ble m hine
u . fter the P-381 co pleted their str fin runs, they re cezvoused
ri t h t he B- e b t een h o J i a and Mi na Rock .nc headed or b ee .

5. A . Good e oute and ret n; clouds ,d to ,
6
, Over t r et, poor -- so

overcast st 7 eet and raini ,B. Lou anc cl ear .
6
, Sae a rative,

7, 7,1 0 rounds .50 c l.
6 rouncs 20 n. 12,495 allone a ,

8
, The radar st tion ust outh ro st of the turn round on a rfiel3 2

s de initely identified, This inst ll tion does not ap ea on
current maps or photo a hic interp etations,

SANDERS
DISTRIBUT ON:
3 Copies: CTF 93
3 " : D e ct or of I nt e l 7i ence , FPOA
3 " ; Hq, Seventh A r Forc
3 " : Hq , I Fi ht r Com a nd
1 " : CTU 9

. .
1

7 ' : E c h Squ: cr on onc er nec
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31 FIG E GRO P, AA

A. F. 0 , .

19 December 19L4,
CONSOLI ATID MISSION PORT

. ...
P-3 Provis3onal quadron Mie ion 12-331 th FiPhter Group .f sion 12-32

1
. A, Ei hteen P-3SL's.

(T o did not reach the tar et),B, One ZEKE,

, A, l one ,B, One ZEI shot do (Confir ed); one ZE d m ed one E T n ed.
3 , Lo l evel f i ht e aneep on I o Ji ,

, ' a or RO R, Lt s , J , P, ORRI S , EUST S , F/ 0 J S ,
(Vi ol e t 33) - ( 33 d Sq )

Cs pt ai n TENN NT, Lt s , STA PE, EN E , DUI N,
(Vi ol e t 34 ) - ( 19t h Sq )

Capt i n LLIGAN, Lt s DE YONKER, FA1C ER, ON'YELLE,
(Vi ol e t 35) - ( 333d q )

Capt a i n MC CO N, Lt s , EAG EY, KANE, RE F L (Vi ol e t 36 ) - (7 3r c q )
Lt s TT H, , EnNETT, (Vi ol e t 37 ) - (7 3rd 5q )

T ke of f : 0 1 5 Over Tar e t 11 0 Land: 1 30

All five i ht rendesveuaed ith the t ee B- +s (na i atin eseort) overEa t Fi el d a pr oce ded t o Iwo Ji a at l O, OcO f eet , Lt D n (Vi ol et 3 - l ) devel op-ed an air lock hich prevented aa fro the e tern al and i tip tsnk f om flo -in properl t, He as 00 mile fr m ba e t th time and wa ordered to return,aoco p ni ed b Lt , Kenc l (Vi ol et 3 - 3)
.

Ths f l i ht l e t do n when 60 mi l e a f r om t he t r e t i n orde r t o app o ch I o
Jima on the deck. The B-29+a put them on cour e for I o, but the he di brou ht
the fli hts to Mina i Rock instead, As soon aa Minami Rock s i hted, the fli hts
c a n ed c our e an appr oa che I o J i ma f r om t he a© t , Vi ol e t 37 r emai ned i t h t he8- 9+s as i hter escort,

Thc other 14 pl es pp o ched the t et line abre st, on the deck,
Capt in

Tenn nt (Violet 3 -1) an hi wi m n, Lt St mpe (Violet 34-z), apo+ted ZE E
lyin p trol t 1, 00 feet cirectly over the i land,

Aoth pilot lled up os the
ZEKE turned to the 2eft, Th Z KE apparently did not observ ou attaek ecause he
took no ev sive action until.

bullets fr Violet 34-1 and 3 -2 tarted to hit his
pl s ne , C pt a i n Tennant obs e v e 3 20 I she l l hi t t he Z di r e e t y behi nd t he
pilot, n the vicinity of t © ox e tank. Lt t t e obse ed t^o of his bu tshi t t he ZE E, On o t he e i ne be l ow t e co l i n n on en t he i n r oot , AsC ±, i n Te t r oke a a , t he Z E s o i n , Lt . St obs er ved t he ZE E
cr h north eat o Airfi ld 1

.

t or Roeser o ervad t o silver ZEKE t xii a d e BETTY ith ite en ine
nni n on t he NE un y o Ai r i e l d 2, He t ur ned i nt e t he t r e e e cr f t an

opened fire,
Hi in m n vas conoe t t n on tra i un iti ne and ci not

See him tu off, He acored hits o t'e B T Y snd on one ZE E
, The latter spun

3r ound uddenl y i f i n a o c l oc , Ne t her pl nne na ob er v ed t o e cpl ode or
ur n , nor e i t po es i bl e t o de t er mi e he t her t he pl ane s t op e d f t er r d s .
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CONFI TENTI .L COI FI D P I L

(Group Mission # 12-32, 19 December I9l4) Cintinued.

All pilo+s strafed their respectfve are e but 1ere unablp to pick out peci.
fie

t ar e t s , The o y A/ ob , rv ed wa qe a re , i nac cur s t e f r e f r o one Aut or t c
e po e t een t he w at hor e a d t e s out her n par t o l i r i e l d # 1

.
No pl ane s

er e s e en on run ay s or i n r evet ent s a Ai r f i e l d 1 . Gun pl ace e nt an
uildi s ere str ed, r/0 J mes str fed 2 Japs a they were runnin .

T:.e f i v e f l i ht r ef or ed nc r n zvouse d wi h t t hr e e B- ' s o er n i
Rock, They t en return d to base, p ncakin at 1 30 K

.

5. A, Good enr ute an rat n. Clouds, , at 6
, 0 feet. So11 erca t ver

tar et t 2,0 feet, anc raininf.
B
.

Loud an cle r.

6 , O e ZERE dest r oyed (Con i ed} ; o e ZE E d ed a one BETT ds a ed.

7. 469 ro nds 20 , 3, 6I roun s 50 caliber, 13,3
60 s]lons asol ne.

. The racar station ust north-east of Airfield # 2 ap ed to be int ct. T o
us e l a e s 7er a obs erv d s i e l y Qi de a t t ' e unc t i on of t e n y s on Ai r f i e l

# 2. One steel landin b e s observed three-qu rters of ®11e off the e t
s hor e f t he i s l an . I t s s v ry s h

, an s not ov i , T570 pi l o ea i t
he r_ t hey e re on . p of i t . Di d not s t r e i t ,

SA D S

DI TRIAUTIOM:

3 Copies - C F 93
3 c opi e s - Di e c t or of I nt e l l i

. ence , A FPOA
3 Copiea - Hecdqu rters, eventh Air Force
3 Copi e s - Hoadqus r er s , I I Fi ht r Cor d
? Copie - Each Sqdn Concerned.
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EAD UARTERS
31 T F7GI' E GROUP, A

A. P. O.
# 21, .

19 Dec embe r 19 .

I lDI VI DII AL PILOT N
_

R
_.

A I E REPORTS
(Gr oun i s s i vn 1 2- 32 , 19 Dec 1944 )

CA TAI N CHAR TE ;ANT (Vi ol e t 34 - 1 )

I wa s l e di nf t h s e c ond l t i t h L+. 5t a e on n , As v e ap r or.ched
I o on t he de ck I obs rv ed a s l e ZEKE f l y i n ver t he i s l a nd at 1 , 5 0 f ee t , I
i e i at e l y cal l

.e
d h i , i n a nd p• l ed up t o h i s l eve l . The ZFKE QS e by s ^;

.p i e. At the tire I started to ire on him he a t nin left and st t to o
north.

first burst a little behind so I pullod it thru him until I could
see m tracers oin into hfs nose. The ti htened his turn to the left untilI no l on er coul d hol l e ad . I obser ved t hr e e of my 20 " h i t h i r , One h i tdi r ec t l y ' ehi nd t he pi l ot i n t he v i c i ni t y of h i a o y en box , nd t o ot h s i r e c t -ly b hind that in line and a out two feet v rt, As I brok off I ob e ved sroket aili behind t e Jap,

/ s / Ch l e Tenn nt
/ t / CH R.LEG , TEi ANT

Captain, Air Corps,
LT . T ' P, . ST PE ( Vi ol e t 3 - 2 )

I a f l
,y

i n C t a i n Te nna nt i n ns aa t he Jap pl ane • s t a s i t aec 1ed i n . ' e n Capt ai n Te n ant s t a r t e d up a f t er h i I f ol l o: ed , o e n my di s -t ce to ra e about 200 feet nc in trail o as to be in be tter 4u ortin p 3tioe,
The Zeke s covered th bro and reen ca oufl e n had a lar e rou delon the c nter of the fuaelape and also on t e top of t e left in ,
I open d fire about t o econds after Captain en ant and t rte b over-l eadi nf . A t he Jap s i n a v i ol nt l e f t t ur n I he l t l e ad t her e unt i l he f l einto my fire a d then hel on to him until coulc not re f in any ti hter.

I sa.a 0 h i t h i m on t he l o er p r t of t he on r. co 1 and a not her i t he i n r o t ,
The ZE E never ca e out of t'

.e
tur ut ived ri ht out of t to th

round. He crsshed north est of Field 1
.

/ s Hen y M, St a pe/ t / 1 Y M. STAMPE
2nc Lt . , A Cor pe ,A TRUE COP' :

,
'

. ` • ,
. A, xA A

2nd Lt,, Air Corps.
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31 TH FIG TER ROUP, AA F
A.P.O. 2

13 De e b r 19 1

P- 8 P DVISIONAL S UA ON ! SIO REP RT 12- 23 #
31 TH FIG TF GROUP MIPSION REPORT 12-15

1, A, E ht (8) P- 8 s.B. one - _
A None. .B, None

3. E aort of One (1) F- on photo raphic ission ta h o Jima.

• . Lt e . L FLI , ONO E, SITTON, ORRIS ( P)
.

(Vi ol et 5} - (1 h F .Lt a, II ON, S EP RD, AdON STE E S , Vi ol et l ) - (7 rd t r .
'

Takeof f : 0 45 - Ovor T et : 1135 - L nd: 1510

_Lt, ORRIS, Violet 5 , roturned to se due to en r tor and
hydra lic syste out, panc i st 0910. Lt. : SON, Violet 14-1,f ai l ed t o t ke of on c cou t of r i ht e ng ne cut t i o t ,

{A r l ock
in g sline ,F t s re nde e d t Mrp Poi nt i t h 3 B- navi at f on pl anes
nd pro eded to 10, 0 feet to a po nt I00 ailea out ® the t et
here th©y st ted letdo n to the deck. Appro ch as de to the t -

get f r o t h east a app oxi at el y 15 ai l e s ou . The H- 2 s ti t h o
f l i ht s e scort pro eeded t o l i na i Roc ,V olet 5-1 a d 5-3 escorted photo ah p over t r et. Run s de
fro SE to nd t rned south, Vio2et 5-2 ecompanied planee fa es-
oo t of B-2 s. Fr tho est beach du t observed indic ti activity
on t e beach 00 feet north o the volcanic cone. A r pla es reach d

,
a:outh tip of the island, Airfield 1 appe red duaty. Strafi g was ot .feasible bec use o ly tno plan e cor ed p oto ship o er t r e , Dthe
pl ne re i ed wi t h B- 1 s at Mi n mi Rock . On probabl e a b s
seen at nor t h end of t he f sl nd, Obser DD 350 r i l e sout h o I o
Jf on ret n trip, No s rborne p anes at I o Jim ,

Viol 14, plus Violet 5-2, escorted navi ati n pl a to the ren-
desvau point, na .

Rock. On re chi the r©n e v u they climb d
to 300 fe t , and h corpleted only one l r e c rcle before being
oined by the F-5 and its escort,

5. A. 7osther very ood o rou e (
.2-,3 cu lu }

. O er tar et, . cu lue
• f r o 1500 t o 3000 f eet . ,

B. Loud and c1 a ,
6 , None
7, 0 ound .50 cal, 5 ra n 20 r.,

39 5 ons Pas,
8, bser ed B- trike e e no o r ur trip, Volcano n F r lo

de Pa os erupti ,
SA S

CO IDEN I L CO FIDENTIAL
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31 TH FIGHTF GRO P , AAF

A. P. O.

CONSOLIDATED ISSION REP RT

P•38 Provisional S uadron iasion # 12-1 $ Decemb r 19 4.
31$tb Group asion # 12-10 -

-,1. A. T t -eight P-3$L s.
B, Five EKES.

2, A, None, '
B, One ZE E destroy {conf r ed) and one ZE d maged,

3
. Fighter Sweep on i o Ji , pr .or

to trike b B- 's and 8-24's.

4 , Capt , P RK; Lt s . S JLLI AN, EUSTI S , DUIG .
(Vf ol e t 1 )

Capt , O TENSTEI ; L s , fiO YELLE, ER LE , FOSTE ,
(Vi ol e t 2 )

Capt . TE ANT; Lt s . SPAUL ING, , GI B ON.
(Vi ol e t 3 }

, ROESE ; Lt . AGN , , D ER C i D .
(Vi oi e t )

Lts, RUFF, CARDEN , COX, RICRARD.
{Vfolet 5)

Lt s . I i
. , AL , HAR R .E

(Vi o t 6 )
Capt . C CO. N, ENN TT , SPE ,

(Vi ol e t }

T ke of f : O 2$ , Ti m® Over Tar get : 0945 . nd: 1 01.

The t hr ee e cor t i ng 8- 29' s l ed ah even l i ht s t o i t hi n f i ve i l e of Ir o
Ji , The original p .sn s or Violets 1,2 and 3 to ake a re p round he est
side of the island, an Vio .e

ts 1,5 and to mak® sreep around the eaet .
de

of t he i s l and . The s e s i f l i ght s er e t o c l ear t he ski e s of enet f i ht er b f or e
the arr val of t e 8-29 s n B-2 fs,

Violet 7 ss to rem i ith the three es-
oor t i np.

B• 29 ' s , f l ve i l e s out.h of I wo J i a . Ho ev er , a s ol i d ove r ca s t ex f s t ed

ov er t he t ar ge t nd t e pi l ot s c ou d ot s e e a y p. r t of t he i s l nd ,

Violet 1 a one ZE E hreak t rou h t e overcast at ?, 0 feet. Aa soon as
the Z KE potted the P-3R's, he im edi tely dived through he ove c t.

Vi ol et s t ec ZE at 20 , Om f eet at 9 0' cl ock, i t h f ov P- 38 s chas-
ing the from out of range,

Violet 3 c lled in the above three ZEKES at 10 o'clock, igh. The first ZE E
di v e d Qt r a . t do n and d appear ed i n t e c l auds . Vi ol e t 3 - 1 e l ed of f nc
tt cke the second ZEK , who he ed or the overc st in a more gentle ive.

Violot 3-1 mrde t o pa es at this Z KE fro m d mu range nd observed hits i
the b ck of the cockpit. These hit ere also observed y Violet 3-2,

his ZE E
d sap eared in the clouds, trailin oke, Violet 3-1 n 3-2 then li bed b ck
to 16

,0 0 foet and sa Violet 3-3 and 3- attacki the thi ZE . Violet 3-1

o ene e at xi range, Neither Violet 3-l, 3-3 or 3- observed ny hit

n thia ZEKE, ho lso d sappe ed n the overc st.

Soon t er l ecvi t he e scor t bo r s , Vi ol et - 2 devel o ed en i n t r oubl e .
The ent re flight returned to th t ee eecorting B• 9'a ere they left Violet.
•2, Shortly after this, Violet l-1 ob4erved a ZEKE roak t ou h the overcast
in a c mbing tu . V olet -1 im edi tel 3tt cked, firi a sh t b st o

C O N F I D E N T I A L - 1 - O I F I D E N T I A L
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F. I D E N T I A L

-
(Gr oup Mi s s i on 12- 10 , $ D Cpmber 19 Cont i e .

f r om dead at er n. The Z K e pl oded and burne , Thi s ct i o p co i r ed by
Violets -3 a - . The ZEKE s OD in color :7ith the u l round ls on in s
nd sela e, The KE did not have any opnortunity to t ke a evasive action.

Violot 5 at y d at 18,000 feet an ter complet search of the re let
c o n 0 12 , 0t f e e t . n1 ne y ai r cr f t obs erve c s t he one shot do b
a or Roeser Violet -1 .

Vi ol et anc Vi ol et 7 r e . .i ned i t . t he e acor t i ng B- 29' s at 1$ , 0 et ,

• Al l f l ght made t or ou h s e r cb f or e nemy f ht er s ot er t han t ho s r e -
por t e d 3bove , The r em i ne d i n t he t r e t ar e a f or ap r ox mot e l y 20 r nut e ,In smuch s :ina i Rock (the rendezvou point) as eo pletely closed in y e ther,they had reat difficulty in refor^in , Violet 5 ent do n throu h he overc at

an at t e pt t o l oc t e i n a Ro k , a nd f oun t he e l ve s over t he e s t c o at of
I o J i , ne r t he v ol c a i c c one . They obser v ed bombs bur s t i on t he i s .nc and
i maedi at e i y i t hdr e . .

The fli hts re oined est they could under the circumst nces, ith so e
of them catchin the form tion on the course home. They g nc ed at 1 O , fter
b i n i rborn f or 7 hour and 33 ut e .
S. A. Excelle t enroute anc return; scattered alouds. B d over t et; olid

overca t at 7,000 eet.B. Lou d cle ,
6

. None ,
7
. 1,540 rounds ,50 cali er, rou ds 20 , 20,8 0 llons as.

. No A/A, shippin or other ohservstiona. T e B- escor s hi hly satis-f ct ory .

5A I S
DI cTRI B TI 1 :
3 Copi e s - Di ec t or of I nt e11

. e nce , A. POA
3 Copi e s - CTG 93
3 Gopies - Headquarters Seventh A r Force
3 Co :iea - Headquar±er II F hter Comma d
3 Cop ea - Each Sqdn, Concerned.

- 2 -
C O N F I D E N T I A
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UARTE
31 TH FIGHTER GRO P, AA. P. O, 21.

$ December 19 .

INDIVIDIIAL PILOT N RRATIVE RE T
Gro ssion 12 10, 8 Dec. 19 )

' JOR ARR N I A (Vi ol et 4- 1
_

At p o mately 5 B December 19 , I ar i d at IP with tligh , e
prep red to st rt a sweep aroun the east ide of I o Ji a at 16, 0 feet. There
was a soli o erc st bove t e ent re t rget are , ith se at 1,00 feet an
top at 7- ,0 eet. Neither I o Ji nor in Rock re vis ble to me et g
t me from the above overcaet,

At approxi ate 0950R I eard th ee bogies cah ed in at nine o clock to t e
8- eacort, Turnin slightl to port, I sa two l hts of P-3 s chasi t o
Zekes into the over ast, I did not see the other two reappear a divi g to
t he cl td l ayer ,

t 10 0K my i g , 93ol e t
.-

2 , ca l l ed e a a i d he a hav i t r oubl e
it hi port engine, so I t d to t ke h m b ok to th escort 8- s,

here
he r s t o a i t f or me . Jus t a 1 t ed , I s a a Zeke c l i mb ng r pi c l ust ab
he ercas at nine o clock ta e bout ane-hal£ mi e off. I i i tely t ed
to ard hi ,

he evideatl c d nnt ave time to take .n e sive actio , f
I as able to get dead astern of him an P e t o-aeco c bur t from a ra f
not more t h n 200 f eet , I rge pi e ce s e r om hi t a i l se ct i on anc canop , t hen

e pl cded anc e o t o t he t op of t he over cas t , t r ai l i f l me s a d co -
pletelp diaintegrat d.

No more enemy aircraft ere seen b my flight., snc at 11 0K e re o ned the
B 2 escort an headed for Saip n, here we l nded t 1355K.

/s/ Harren H
,
Rveser

f t / RREN K, R E E .
aj or , Ai Co ps

T
.

AL U i ol e }
.

I w s i g ajor Roeser s eleme t, I observed e Zeke bre k throu _
h the

e cast in a climbi g t r to the left, or Ro ser edi te ;, got n the
Zeke s t i l a nd c l os ec t o ab ut 50 ds . ° a or Roe s er o ned f i r e a n I s a
t e Zeko e pl o e an r n . The Zeke s d

.
k OD i n c ol or a h d r ed r ou e l s

on the r.
i and selage. The Zeke took no ev ive act on.

/af E rett L, iku/ t f E ERETT L, Bi L
TAUE CO Y: l t Lt,, Ai Corps.

•C. L. H VE
C ptai , Ai Corp

- 1 -
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