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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

27 December 1944

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-66 (Consolidated)
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 12-5

1. A. Eighteen (18) P-38L's, (Three (3) failed te reach target)
B, One (1) NICK

2, A, Xone
B. One (1) NICK destroyed in the air (confirmed); one (1) ZEKE des-
troyed on the ground; twe (2) ZEKES damaged on the ground.

3. PFighter sweep on Iwo Jima,

4, Major ROESER, Lts, RESER, KENDLE, STOLZ s\fiolet 33
Capt, MoCUWN, Tts, SHENEMAN, SPENCER, BABCOCK Violet 34
Its. RUFF, SPAULDING, PETTY, MORRIS E\l’iolet 35)
Capt. MULLIGAN, Lts. DEYONKER, FOSTER, SULLIVAN (Violet 36)
Lt, FANCHER, F/O JAMES (Violet 37)

UNDERSLORED~TIRD PiLots
Takeoff: 0621 ~ Over Target: 1015 - Land: 1345

The five flights rendezvoused with the three navigating B-29's
over East Field and procesded to Iwo Jima at 10,000 fest,

Lt. KENDIE's (Violet 33-3) landing gear doors would not olese,

He pancaked at West Field, Tinian, at 0815,

Lt, SPENCER (Violet 34-3) returned from 200 miles out 8ue to
faulty generator and oscillating R.P.M. He pancaked at West Field,
Tinian, at 0810,

Lt. BABCOCK (Violet 34-4) returned from 300 miles out due to right
collant flaps being inoperative, He pancaked at East Field at 0945,

The remaining 15 planes continued to Iwo Jima, dropping to the deck
100 miles from the target, As they reached the target erea, the follow-
ing action took plawe:

Violet 33-1 made his run acroes the north end of Airfield No, 1.
The first target he saw appearsd to be a building or large van batween
the two turnarounds, A four to five second burst was fired, scoring hits
on personnel and starting fires, As he pulled out of his strafing dive
he saw a ship (tentatively identified as a naval transport, A P D) about
one mile off the east coast, south of the boat landing, He and the re-
minder of his f1ight made three strafing runs on the vesgsel, hitting
the bridge, superstructure and along the waterline, Violet 33-1 then
circled the north part of the island and heard a bogie called in by Viow
let 33-4, low at 3 o'elock, Violet 33-4 made the first attack on the
enemy plane which was now identified as a NICK, After Violet 33-4 broke
off, Viclet 33-1 got on the NICK's tail, opened fire at medium range and
observed hits on the right engine and wing root, Further firing resulted
in an explosion of the NICK's right auxilliary external tank, Flames
from this explosion charred the left wing of Violet 33-1's plane, The
NICK tock violent evasive action. Violet 33-1 broke off the attack due
to being out of ammunition,
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318th Fighter Group Mission Report # 12-66 (Consolidated) =- CONTINUED
4 CONT'D

Vioclet 33-2 picked up his first target which was a truck on the turne
around on the north end of Airfield No. 1. He strafed it, cbserving hits,
He then strafed a gun position just off the next turnaround to the east,
No fire or explosions were observed, He then joined the rest of his flight
for the attack on the freighter., After this, he joined in the attack on
the NICK, firing a deflecticn shot at the same time that Violet 33-1 made
his first pass, After Violet 33-1 broke off his attack, Violet 33-2 got
on the NICK's tail and opened fire from medium range, He observed hits
on the left engine, which burst into flame, and also hits in the cockpit.
He broke off temporarily but again got on the NICK's tail as the NICK
pulled up to the left, Opening fire at close ranpe, he obeerved hits on
the tail and left wing, He saw a strip which was possibly an aileron,
or wheel, danpling from the left wing. The NICK began a diving turn to
the right as Violet 33-2 fired a final burst, which resulted in an explo-
gion in the left wing rrot. The NICK flipped over, his left wing tip
struck the waver, and ho craghed in a larpe explosion, The position of
the crash was apmrodmately 25 miles northwest of Iwo Jima,

Violet 33~4 made a strafing run from the west, He observed flashes
coming from a gun position on the east coast just delow the boat landing,
He fired into this position, observing hits, He joined the balance of
his flight in the attack on the ship, the bow of which was pointed approx-
imately 45 degress true, Violet 33-4's firet pass wes made 45 degrees
to the bow, The second pass wos made 90 degrees to the how, He observed
hits going into the side and superstructure and saw a small explosion on
the superstructurs, Pulling off this tarpet, he joined his flight as they
proceeded to climb and Lead for the north part of Iwo Jima, When the
flipht reached 2,000 faet on a eourse of 270 degrees, Violet 33-4 saw a
NICK 500 feet below at 3 o'clock, approximately ome mile away, heading
on a course of 45 degrese. He called the bogie in and started after him,
He fired three long bursts but observed no hits, He then made three more
passes and observed his tracers going into the fuselage, wing roots and
eanopy, Then, being out of ammunition, he broke off his attack and joined
Violet 33-1,

Violet 34-1 strafed a truck, buildinps and enemy personnel on the
service apron at the southern end of Airfield No, 1, A large fire was
started as & result of this attack. As he came off the islan, he made
three strafing runs on the ship, observing hita on the bridge and at the
waterline,

Violet 34-2 strafed two trucks south of the northernmost turnaround
on Alrfield No, 1, He then strafed six trucks and enemy persomnel on the
beach just south of the boat larding on the east coast, He then joined
his flight lender in attacking the ship.

Vioiet 35 flight had been assigned the oil drums imbedded along the
beach on the wos® coast, The flight proceeded north of Iwo Jima, pass-
ing over Kanpoku Iwa and pulling up to 2,000 feet over Hiraiwa Saki,
Violet 25-1 oYwserved a lot of small piles of sand and rocks on the beach,
Be fired ilato vhat appeared to be o1l drums set into the sand for rifle
pits. lle obsarved direct hits at harmonized ranpe by both 20mm and tracers,
but the drums did not explode or eatch fire, Heads of drums appeared to
have been cut off. He swept his fire along the beach, turning off the
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318th Fighter Croup Mission Report # 12-66 (Consclidated) == CONTINUED
4. CONT'D

target over the west boat landing. Retiring out to sea and climbing, he
saw a small boat the size of a seapoing tug approximately 1,000 yards off
Tobiishi Bana, headed approximately 10 degrees toward shore, Violet 35
flight made seven strafing attacks from 45 degrees to dead astern of

the hoat, getting many hits at the waterline and on the superstructure,
When the flipht left his target, the boat was drifting and settling in
the white foam water and among the rocks directly off the seuth tip of
the island, They observed two men or hodies in the water,

Violet 35-2 saw the oll drums assigned as a target but was not in a
position to fire on them, He observed sgix to eight landing type craft
in the west boat landing, He observed three 4Omm tracers coming from
this position and therefore fired into the ships while turning off the
target, Damage as a result of this strafing was unobserved,

Violet 35-3 was also out of position tn hit the oil drums but obser-
ved the fire from Viclet 35-1 go directly into them., Violet 35-3 fired
into & weoden building north of the intersestion of the roads on the west
beach, He saw hits on the buildimg, Automatis weapons fire prevented him
continuing his pass south along the beach, He pulled off the target 2,000
feet south of the boat landing.

Viclet 35-4 fired down a whole row of Arums but ssw no results from
his fire. He observed tracer fire coming from & revetment and building:
in the vicinity of the west boat landing., He attacked this pofition and-
the firing ceased, Automatic weapons fire from north of the voleane
foreed him to retire out to sea 2,500 feet south of the hoat landing,

Violet 36-1 thoroughly strafed an automatic weapons position that was
firing at him from the beach approximately due west from the turnaround
on Airfield Nn, 2, He then strafed 2 or 3 single-engine aircraft,which
may or may not have been operational, just west of the turnaround. GCone
tinuing his pass east of the turnaround, he started a fire nidway between
the turnaround and the east coast, As he pulled off the island, the burn-
ing area exploded and dark smnke rose to 2,000 feet, He next observesl the
ship off the east coamst and strafed it from stern to bow, observing hits
all along the deck and bridge, When he left, the freighter was smokipg
from 2 or 3 different places.

Violet 36-2 saw 3 olipped-wing ZEKES parked wing tip to wing tip at
the west edge of the No, 2 Airfield runway intersection. He fired into
the ZEKES and the center one immediately exploded and burst into flame,
Inasmuch as the 3 ZEKES were parked so close together, Violet 3fA=2 beligves
the two outside ones must have been severely damaped when the middle one
exploded, Coming off the island, he observed a ship and joined three
other P-38's who were strafing the ship in string formation, He observed
hits along the side and bridge.

Violet 36~3 made his pass on the deck across Airfield No, 2, He saw
the three ZEKES (the middle one was burnine) and just as he started to
strafe the other two, he received hits from automatic weapons fire which
tore off a large section of his left outboard horizontal stabilizer and
damapged his left vertical stabilizer and rudder, He immediately headed
for Minami Rock and orbitted thare until Jeined by the B-29's,

Viclet 36-4 strafed twe of the landing craft near the west hoat land=
ing, observing hits on one of them, He continued across the island with-
out picking up a specific target and was just about to join in the attack
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on the ship when he heard Violet 363 call in and say that he had been
hit. He therefore joined Violet 36-3 and accompanied him to Minami Rock.

Vicle® 37-1 remained with the bombers until they came within one
mile of Two Jima, He then saw the seapoing tug off the scuth tip of the
island and proceeded to attack it, He made a total of seven gtrafing
passes on the boat, observing tracers pour into it on each pass, After
his last pass, he saw the boa’ crash into the rocks on the southeast tip
of the island, The boat was smoking when he left the area,

Viclet 37-2 remained with the bombers and did not attack any target,

A/A varied, Fire from the west shore was meaper and inaccurate ex-
eept for the automatic weapons positirns just north of the gouth voleano,
which was intense and inacourate, Fire from the positions in the vicinity
of Airfield No. 2 was moderate and accurate., Violet 26-3 was hit from
these positions, In%énse barrape tyre fire was observed coming from po=
sitions south of the east . boat landing, Fire from these positions
(40mm or larger) put up an intense barrape over the ship just after the
pilots completed their strafing attacks.

At 1030 all planes had completed their attacks and rendezvcused with
the B-20'g at Minmami Rock, They headed for base at 1040,

A. Good enrcute and return with the exception of a few small fronts,
Good over target; clouds, .3 cumulus, 4000 to 5000 feet.
B, Loud and clear, :

See Narrative,
10,841 rounds ,50 cal, 1,428 rounds 20mm, 10,577 pallons gas,

Other observations:

Violet 35-1 observed white phosphorous exploding in the air directly
over the fire started by Violet 34-1 at the southern end of Airfield No,
1, Smoke from this fire and from the burping ZEKE was visible from Min-
ami Rock,

No operaticnal planes other than those mentioned in this report
were seen, either on the runways or in the wooded dispersal area,

When plancs finished sirafing the naval transport AP D smoke was
seen rising from three places aiong the deck. The B-29 navigational
escort planes observad interse A/A fire emitting from this ship when it
was under strafinz a‘taszi by the P-38's,

A thorovgh riconvaiszance of Minami Rock hy Violet 34-1 did not dis-
close the presence of a »zdur installation,

SANDERS
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31BTH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP.O. # 244

PILOT'S WARRATIVES
(Group Mission Report #12-66)

MAJOR WARREN K, RUESER (Violet 33-1)

After strafing the APD, I led my flight west around the north end
of Iwo to lbok for another target., Violet 334 spotted a bopie heading
nertheast and we turned to attack, 33-4 made the first attack on what
apveared to be a NICK, and seored hits and left him smoking before he broke
away, 1 then got on the NICK's tail and fired two four-second bursts before
running out of ammo, On my first burst, pieces flew from the left engine
and fuselage and his left landing gear started down, On my second burst, his
right auxiliary gas tank exploded and & fire broke out in his right wing
root, TWhen I broke away, he was burning fiercely in the right wing and had
slowed down eoneiderably, When I broke awny, 33-2 came in and scored more
hits, after which the NICK crashed in the water and exploded.

All during the attack by my flight, the NICK stayed right on the
deck and used extremely violent evasive action, almost hitting the water on
some of his skidding turns, The NICK was a dull gréen with red roundels on
wings and fuselage, He carried a drop-tank of fuel on each wing, and re-
leased one of them during the attack, The NICK had two persons aboard,
neither of which was observed to escape,

/s/ Warren K, Roeser
/t/ WARREN K, ROESFR,
Major, Air Corps,

2¥D LT, ROBERT H, RESER (Violet 33-2)

Lt. Stoltz called in the bogie when we were rejoining at the north
tip of the island, When I first saw him he was at five ofecloek to Major
Rosser and I, poing away, at apnroximately 1,500 feet., Stoltz made the first
pass, By this time we'd identified the bogie as a NICK, The NICK dove as
Stoltz made a pass on himand when Stoltz broke off, Mijor Roeser initiated
his first pass, I flew the Major's wing on this pass and tried a short burst
but missed so I broke up and away, By this time the NICK was on the deck,

He pulled some very good evasive action but Mafor Roeser managed to stzy on
his tail, I observed the Maior's hite in the right wing and engine and that
engine flemed.

The Major broke away and Stoltz made another pass, When he broke
away, I was in position for a stern attack, As I came down on his tail the
NICK started a turn to the left. I followed and opened fire at ahout 800
feet., I made hits on the left enpgine and started it flaming and also ob-
served two explosions on the left side of the canopy. I broke away and as I
started on my next pass the NICK faked 2 bank to the right, then broke left
sharply, I got on hig tail and opened fire at very elose ranpe, I again
pot hits in the left wing and engine and observed something come loose on the
trailing edge of his right wing, A bip puff of emoke came from his left
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PILOT'S NARRATIVES (Group Mission Report #12-66)

enpine and it appeared to conk out, His left wing dioped sharply but he
slowly brought the ship level and started a very pentle right turn, I fired
my final burat and broke away to wateh him, His left engine exploded and

the NICK flipped over and went into the woter on his left wing, There was

a huge exnlosion when he hit the water,

/s/ Rohert H, Reser
/t/ ROBERT H. RESER,
2nd Lt,, Air Corps.

2D LT, ANTHONY J, STOLTZ (Violet 23-4)

While flying mutual surnort position with Major Roeser and Lt. Reser
at 3,000 feet on course 270 desgrees, after leaving the north end of Iwo Jima,
I saw an enemy plane at 0300 o'clock about 500 feet low from me 2nd about one
mile away., I called’in the hogey and turned to attack him, When I first saw
him he was flying a course of 45 degrees but when he saw me he started down
to the water and turned to the left, This put me directly behind him, I
drove right up his tail and gave him three long bursts. I must have been
on him for ten seconds, Saw thin wisps of smoke and flashes from the back
of his cockoit which looked like return fire on thig pass, I saw my tracer
hit but T must have been already out of 20mm as I coult not see any flashes,
During this run the NICK flew straight and level. I pulled off right 90 de=
grees and then pulling up T did a 180 degree right putting the NICK ahead of
me at 0300 o'clock, While in this position I saw Major Roeser fire and blow
up something on the NICK's wing which made a big flash of flame and which went
out apain, As Lt, Reser started to fire on the NICK i did another 90 degree
right and got back in line, After Lt. Reser pulled off I gtarted firing and
fired from directly astern of him until within 100 feet of him, I saw my
tracer enter his fuselage and wing roots. When I pulled off and came back
around, I saw Lt. Reser on the NICK's tail 4n a turn to the left. After he
broke off I hit the NICK again at A5 degrees and noticed tracer hit the
canopy., The NICK straightened out and Jropped something off his wings, I
could not tell what it was, I pulled off to the right of the NICK and saw
Lt., Reser get on him and explode the MICK's left engine, The flame soon
went out. I then made ancther .5 degree pass from the right and ran ouf of
ammunition, 1 went upstairs and joined Major Roeser as Lt, Reser went in ufber
the NICK apain, He exploded this time, the NICK hitting the water and expic -

ing again,

/s/ Anthony J. Stoltz
Jt/ ANTHONY J. STOLTZ,
2nd Lt,, Air Corps.

S \Xf‘.aw'ffj

FRELIGH,,
lst Lt., Mr Corps.
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318TE FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.0. # 244

2. Deeember 1944

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-46 (Consclidated)
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 12-4

1. A, Eighteen (18) P-38L's, (One did not reach the target)
B, None

2, A, None
B. One (1) ZEXE destroyed on the ground; Two (2) twin-engine aireraft
damaged on the ground; Four (L) single-engine aireraft damaged on
the ground,

3, Fipghter sweep on Iwo Jima,

4. Capt. PARK, Lts. RIVAS, ERBELE, DUFUY, (Violet 31,;
Capt. McCO¥N, Lts. BYFER®, SNYDER, RESER. g'ﬂolet 36) 73%° Finen
Capt, OTTENSTEIN, Lte. DUKET, KENDLE, DONAHUE, (Violet 36)
Lts, JACOBSON, DUNN, LIEBGOTT, CARTEN, (Vielet 37)
Lts, WILSON, BESCHE. (Violet 38) 734 FiRew

Takeoff: 0615 - Over Target: 1015 - ILand: 1332

The five flights rendezvoused with three B-29's (navipating eseort)
over Bast Field and headed for Iwo Jima, Anproximately 15 mimutes after
takeoff, Violet 35-4 lost coolant out of his ripht engine and the left
turbo started to smoke, He returned to Saipan, landing at Isely Field
at 0650, The remaining 17 P-38's were escorted to within 30 miles of
Ivo Jima, Violet 38 remained with the B-29's and Violets 34, 35, 36, &
37 were set on course for the target area, They formed line adreast
and made one strafing run across the island from northvest to scutheast.

Violet 34-1 observed three aireraft near the junction of the run-
ways on Airfield #2, One was a silver single-engine fiphter (probahly
a TOJO) and the other two werc dark, camouflaged ZEKES, Violet 34-1
hit the silver planec with & long burst, but it did not explode or catch
fire, He then strafed the ZEKES, setting one of them on fire, This
ZEKE vas definitely destroyed. Violet 34-1 theh strafed three beached
ships on the east shore of the island, near the boat landing, with
unobserved results,

Violet 34-2 did not pick up a target until he was almost across
the island, He then observed and strafed a gun position located near
the beached ships on the enst shore. The results of the strafing were
not observed.

Violet 3.-3 strafed a ZEKE in a revetment just southeast of the
#2 Mrfield runway intersection, Hits were cbserved but no specific
damage noted, Viclet 34-3 then observed 3 other omerational aireraft
parked just south of the ZEKE's revetment. He was unable to pet his
noge dovn In time to strafe these three aireraft,

Violet 3/-4 observed 5 aireraft in bunkers south of Airfield #2,

He fired a long burst at the aircraft and observed hits on two of them,
but they did not burn, He then observed a truck full of Japs on the
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-46 (Consolidated)
Ly, Cont'd

road just cast of the runways. The Japs dismounted and scattered for
cover but Violet 34-4 was pulling up at the time and could not atrafe
the troops, While passing over the east shore of the island, he obser=
ved and strafed a possibls gun positien on the beach eagt of the runways,
He obgerved hits in the revetment,

Violet 35-1 found no targets other than a truck and steam roller on
the south tip of Airficld #2, which he strafed, He observed one single
engine aircraft in a revetment on the nertheast corner of Airfield #1.

Violet 35-2 strafed a VAL in a revetment between Airfield #1 and
Airfield #2, south of the intersection of No, 2 runm=ys, No hits were
observed.

Violet 35-3 etrafed a silver single-engine aireraft in one of a
line of revetments connecting the two airfields, 20mm hits were obser-
ved and the enemy plane was left smoking, He then strafed a truck and
enemy personnel on the north tip of Airfield #1,

Violet 36-1 observed a gun position near the beach west of Alrfield
#2, He strafed it with unobserved results, He next observed & large,
sereen-type radar just southwest of the turnaround on Airfield #2, He
strafed this installation without being able to determine specific damage.
A gun position just to the left of the radar was firing as Violet 36-1
passed this area,

Viclet 36-2 saw two twin-engine aireraft parked 100 feet apart be-
tween the ridpe and the west taxiwny of #2 Airfield, He etrafed both
planes, observing many hite on each, He alse hit a Jap who was running
from one plane to the other,

Violet 36-3 found himself on the deck at the west beach, He fired
into unidentified beach positions, As he pulled up, he noticed a large
white puff of smoke similar to drifting steam on his left, He turned
and fired into the smoke., Continuing his pass, he strafed grass huts
south and west of Airfield #3, Nosing over, he then strafed a concen-
tration of running Japs (approximately 50 or 60) midway between the west-
ern end of Airfield #3 and the north turnaround of Airfféld #2., Retir-
ing southeastward, he eontinued to strafe across the island,

Vioclet 36«4 was approximately 150 feet to the left of Violet 36-3
and made an almost identical strafing run, He observed an additional
concentration of troors north of those attacked by Violet 26-3, He
strafed these troops and observed his fire hitting among them, Retiring
southeastward, he fired at some buildings (probably comerets) 3,000 feet
northeast nf the Bast-West runway of #2 Airfield.

Violet 37-1 approached the island pulling up teo 1,000 feet. He
nosed over at the beach and observed numerous wrecked aircraft on and
about Airfield #3, His course during the run was approximately 3208
£nd‘teck him over the area formerly occupied by the industrial plant,
This entirc areo appeared levelled, The P-38'g on his right forced him
to strafe north of his assigned target area. Numerous grass shacks were
seen and strafed north of the turnaround, He continued his strafing run
north and northesst of Airfield #2, hitting what apneared to be cement
structures approximately 5,000 feet northeast of the turnaround,

Violet 37-2 fired into a larpe house 7,000 fect northwest of the
turnaround and into the pun position south of #3 airfisld, He then
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gtrafed the gun position east of the radar station mear #2 Alrfield,

Violet 373- strafed houses southezst of #3 Airficld, He observed
two fires, one approximately 2,000 feet east of #3 Airfield and the
other 2,000 feet west of #3 Airfield, He retired northeast, strafing
the gun position directly east of the east end of #3 Airfield,

Violet 37«4 strafed across the center of Afrfield #3 and, turning
left, strafed the radar station 2,500 feet north-northeast of the east
end of pirfield #3, He observed his 20mm shells entering the build-
ing, Violet 37-4 retired north off the island,

Moaper to moderate A/A from machine guns and automatic weapons was
recelved from the following points:

Automatic weapons positions east of Rirfield #2,
M/G position next to radar southeast of the turnsround on

Airfield #2,

M/G's near three beached ships on east coast,
3 M/G 100 yards east of the west shore, due west of Airfield
2,

The A/A fire seemed to be accurate as to direction but inaccurate
as to altitude. Violet 36-1 received a jagged tesr on the right outer
collant jacket cowling from a probable automatic weapon, Violet 36-2
received a small hole in the nose of his plane from a probable machine
gun,

After the P-38'g completed their strafing runs, they rendezvoused
with the B-29!g between Iwo Jima and Minamt Rock and headed for base,

A, Good enroute and return; cloudis .4 to ,6, Over target, poor =- solid
overcast at 700 feet and raining,
B. Loud and clear,

See narrative,
7,140 rounds .50 ecal. 976 rounds 20mm. 12,495 pallons gas,

The radar station just southwest of the turnaround on Airfield #2
was definitely identified, Thie installation does not aprear on
current maps or photogravchic interpretations,

SANDERS

" : Director of Intellipence, AAFPOA
" 3 Hg, Seventh Air Foree
¥ : Hg, VII Fighter Command
: CTU 94.4.1
: Each Squadron eoncerned
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5 ® HEADQUARTERS
] ' 318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AoPnoo # 244

19 December 1924,

CONSOLIDATED WISEION. REFORT

P-38 Provisional Squadron Mission # 12-3
318th Fiphter Group Mission # 12-32

1, A, Eighteen P-38L's, (Two did not reach the tarpet),
B, One ZEKE,

2, A, DNone,
B, One ZEKE shot down (Confirmed); one ZEXE damaped; one BETTY damaged,

3. Low level firhter sveep on Iwo Jima,

L, MVajor ROESER, Lts, J,P, MORRIZ, EUSTIS, F/O JAMES, (Violet 33) - (3334 Sq)
Captain TENNANT, Lts, STAMPE, KENDLE, DUNN, (Vielet 34) - (19th Sq)
Captain MULLIGAN, Lts DE YONKER, FANCHER, VONYELLE, (Vielet 35) - (333d Sq)
Captain MC COWN, Lte, HEAGNEY, KANE, REDFIELD (Vielet 36) = (73ra Sq;
Lts SMITH, M, BEWNETT, (Violet 37) - (73rd Sq
Takeoff: 0715 Over Target: 11310 Land: 1430

A1l five flights rendezvoused with the three B-20's (navipating escort) over
East Field and proceeded to Iwo Jima at 10,000 feet, Lt Dunn (Violet 34-4) develop=-
éd an air lock which prevented gas from the external and wing tip tanke from flowe
ing properlm, He was 400 miles from base at the time and was ordered to return,
agcompanied by Lt, Kendle (Vielet 34-3).

The flights let down when 60 miles from the target in order to approach Iwo '+
Jima on the deck, The B-29's put them on course for Imo, but the heading brought
the flights to Minami Rock instead, As soon as Minami Roek was sighted, the flights
chanped course and approached Iwo Jima from the west, Violet 37 remained with the
B.29's as fighter escort,

The other 1. planes approached the tarpget line abreast, on the deek, Captain
Tennant (Violet 34-1) and his wing man, Lt Stampe (Violet 34-2), spotted a ZEKE
flying patrol at 1,500 fest direetly over the island, Both pilots pulled up a& the
ZEXE turned to the left, The ZEKE apparently did not observe our attaek beeause he
tock no evasive aection until bullete from Violet 34-1 and 34-2 started to hit his
Plane, Captain Temnant observed 3 20MM shells hit the ZEKE direetly behind the
pilot, in the vieinity of t»e oxypen tank, Lt Stampe observed t-o of his bursts
hit the ZEKE, One om the enpine below the cowling and one on the wing root, As
Captain Tennant hroks away, the ZEKE was smokinp, Lt. Stampe observed the ZEKE
erash northwest of Adrfield # 1,

Major Roeser observed two silver ZEKES taxiing and a BETTY with its engines
running on the NE=SW runway of Airfield # 2, He turnmed inté the threc airernft and
opened fire, Hie wing man was eoncentrating on strafing gun positions and dif not
see him turn off, He scored hits on the BETTY and on one ZEKE, The latter spun
around suddenly as if in a ground loop, Neither plane was observed to explode or
burn, nor was it possible to determine whether the planes stopped afterwards,
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(Group Mission # 12-32, 19 December 19/4) Cintinued,

A11 pilots strafed their respective arems but were umable to pick ocut specifie
targets, The odly A/A observed wes peagre, inaccurate fire from one Automatic
Feapon between the west shore and the southern part of Airfield # 1. No planes
Were seen on runways or in revetments of Airfield # 1, Gun emplacerments and
buildings were strafed, F/0 James strafed 2 Japs as they were running,

Thue five flights reformed and rendezvoused with the three B-29's over Minami
Rock, They then returned to base, pancaking at 1430 K,

5., A, Good enroute and return, Clouds, ,4 at 6,000 feet, Solid overcast over
tarpet at 2,000 feet, and raining,
B, Loud and elear,

6; One ZEKE destroyed (Confirmed); one ZEKE damaged and one BETTY damaged,
7. 469 rounds 20 MM, 3,861 rounds 50 caliber, 13,360 gallons gasolire,

8, The radar station just north-east of Airfield # 2 appeared to be intact. Two
fuselages were observed side by side at the junction of the runways on Airfield
# 2. One steel landing barpe vas observed three-quarters of a mile off the east
shore of the island, It was very small, and was not moving, Two pilots saw it
when they were on top of it, Did not strafe it.

SANDERS

DISTRIBUTION:
3 Copies - CTF 93
3 Copies - Director of Intellipence, AAFPOA
3 Copies - Hendquarters, Seventh Air Force
3 Copies - Headquarters, VII Firhter Command
7 Copies = Each Sqdn Concerned,
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HEADQUARTERS
318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP.0. # 244

19 December 194L.

INDIVIDUAT PILOT NARRATIVE REPORTS
(Group Mission # 12-32, 19 Dec 1944)

APTATN CHARIES ¥, TENVANT {Violet 3Z-1)

I wag leading the second flight with L+, Stamve on my wing, As we approached
Ivo on the deck I observed a single ZEKE flying over the island at 1,500 feet, I
immediately called him in and pulled up to his level. The ZFKE was taken by suree~i-.
prise, At the time I started to fire on him he was turning left and gtarting to go
north,

My first burst wag a little behind so I pulled it thru him until T counld
See my tracers going into his nose. The ZEKE tightened his turn to the left until
I no longer could hold my lead. I observed three of my 20 MM hit him, One hit
directly behind the pilot in the vieinity of his oxygen box, and two others direct-
ly behind that dn line and ahout twe feet apart, As I broke off I observed smoke
trailing behind the Jap.

/s/ Charles 7 Tennant
/t/ CHARLES %, TENNANT
Captain, Air Corps,

LT, FEVRY M, STAVFE (Violet 34-2)

I wae flying Ceptain Tennantte wing ane saw the Jap plane just as it was
ealled in, "hen Captain Tennant started up after him I followed, opening my dis-
tance to make about 200 feet and in trail so as %o be in better supnorting positionm,

The Zeke was covered with browm and freen camouflape and had a large roundel
on the center of the fuselape and also on the top of the left wing,

I opened fire ahout two seconds after Captain Tenmant and started by over=-
leading, As the Jap was in a violent left turn I held my lead there until he flew
into my fire and then held on to him until I could not reef in any tighter, I saw
2 20 MM hit him on the lower part of the engine cowl and another in the ~ing root,

The ZEKE never came out of the turn but dived right out of it inte the
fround, He crashed northwest of Field # 1.

/s/ Henry M, Stampe
/t/ HENRY M. STAMPE
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
E TRUE! 3

,‘:{ ..\i.cM\ WAL,
A, A, KA S
2nd It,, Air Corps.
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