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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AnPool # 21&4

27 November 1944

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION # 11-45
73RD FIGHTER SQUADRON MICSION # 11412

1,

A, Four (4) P-47D's & two (2) P-38L's,
B, One (1) ZEKE :

A. One (1) P-47D
B. One (1) ZEKE (Confirmed)

Intercention,

Lts, MoCAUL, WEBSTER, MILLER, ANDERSON,(GL) (Violet 19;
Lts, KANE, BENNETT. (Violet 72

Takeoff: Violet 19: 1145 Landed: Violet 19: 1320
Violet 72: 1215 Violet 72: 1245

Violet 19 was at 10,000 feet over QUEEN, Bogles called in at
1200 strafing BLUEGRASS. Let down from north to south over BLUEGRASS,
Made a 180° turn, headed for X-RAY across Magicienne Bay and were
shot at by own A/A. Violet 19-1 was hit by friendly A/A over X-RAY
and went down In sea, Bogle was then picked up by rest of flight
heading north at 100 feet, Violet 19-3 and 19-L closed in dead astern
and both opened fire at about L00-500 yards, Hits observed., Luftberry
over QUEEN and ZEKE got on Violet 19-3's tall, Violet 19-2 broke into
Iuftberry at 90 degrees and as he did, ZEKE headed for X-RAY. Violet
19~/ and Lt, KANE (in P-38) got on ZEKE's tail (still on deck) and fired
until ZEKE went into water, Patrolled over BLUEGRASS at 10,000 fest
until pot low on gas, Pancaked at 1320,

Violet 72 was scrambled at 1215, Sighted bogie on takeoff run
about 5,000 feet off east end of runway being followed by 3 P-4i7's,
Chased ZEKE to Queen and ohserved 2 hits by P-47 on ZEKE's wing, Caught
then at Queen, ZEFE made turn to left which Violet 72-1 attempted to
follow but saw that the ZEKE was out-turning him, Violet 72-1 reversed,
which may have caused the ZEKE to break away from Violet 19-3, Followed
toward X-RAY as ZEKE was chased by 2 P=47's, One P-47 broke away. Vio-
let 72-1 opened fire on the ZEKE at about 1,500 feet and cbeserved hits,
Then he fired another burst and the ZEKE hit the water, Due to lesk
in coolant system of Violet 72-2's plane, the flight pancaked at 1245,

A. .4 to .6 cumulus from 2,000 to 5,000 feet,
B, Loud and clear.

One (1) ZEKE shot down,.,destroyed (Confirmed)

L,020 rounds ,50 eal, ammo, 32 x 20mm. 750 g=llons gas.
ZEKE was solid, dark brown in color with red roundels. No tail markings
observed. Credit for the destroyed plane is jointly claimed by Lts.
KANE, MILLER, and ANDERSON. Violet 19-2's plane sustained two (2) hits
from friendly A/A (50 cal.). -

SANDERS
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
’ A.P.O. # 244

27 November 1944

INDIVIDUAL PILOT NARRATIVE REPORTS
(Group Mission #11-45, 27 Nov, 1944)

17, DOMALD C, KANE (Vielet 72-1)

I observed the ZEKE, followed by three P-/7's, about 5,000

feet off the esst end of the runway and at an altitude of 100 feet,
as I started to take off, I followed the ZEKE and the P-47's to
QUEEN, where I ohserved two hits by a P-47 on the wings of the ZEXE.
At Queen I caught the ZEKE and the P-47's whereupon the ZEKE made a
hard turn to the left, I tried to follow, using mancuver {laps, and
when I saw he was out-turning me, I reversed my turn which may have
cauged the ZEKE to break from Lt, MILLER!'s tail., The ZEKE broke for
X-RAY followed by two P-A7's, one of which closed and then broke away,
T opened up with a short burst at a range of 1,500 feet and I saw the
ZEKE stagger a bit, I then fired another burst and saw the ZEKE hit
the water, Meanwhile, Lt, ANDERSON in the remaining P-A7 was firing
at the same time I was and at the same range, Who's fire destroyed the
ZEKE is questionable,
: /a/ Donald C. Kane
/t/ DOMALD C. KANE,

1st Lt,, Air Corps.

iT, RO B. I olet 19-

I sighted the bopie at 3 o'clock at the same altitude. I made
a steep turn to right and then to left and ended up on his tall, I
fired a short burst and the Jap fish-talled, I then contimued firing
bursts and ohserved hits in the wing roots and fuselage, Lt, ANDERSON
made a pass from about 30 degrees right rear and peeled off, his speed
being much greater than mine, Jap then made a turn to left. I held
him at proper lesd and observed hits for about 160 degrees and was no
longer able to hold him, Jap made a complete 360 degree turn by the
time I made a 180 degree turn and fired at me, T jinked and dumped the
nose using water, Lt. ANDERSON and Lt, KANE were on the Jap then and
he\left.me, I made a turn to the right and got back behind the Jap.
Lts, ANDERSON and KANE were firing at the time, I was about to fire
again when the Jap plane did a slow half roll to the left and ended in
the water,

/8/ Robert B. Miller

/t/ ROBERT B, MILLER,
2nd Lt,, Alr Corps.

CONFIDENTIAL ) =1= CONFIDENTIAL
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Individual Pilot Narrative Reports, (Groun Missisn #11-45, 27 Nov, 1944) -
Continued.

LT, GIEN L, ANDERSON (Violet I9-4)

Shortly after 1200 bogies reported as strafing Bluegrass, Vio-
let 19 at aprroximately 10,000 feet at Point Queen received orders to
"Buster to Bluegrass", Flight made let down out to gea and came doross
Bluegrags from goutheast to northwest approximately 4,000 feet, Headed
for Point X-Ray - through intense flak - lost leader. Sighted one bogile
low at D200 o'clock from X-Ray. Violet 19-3 led flight after ZEKE to
Point Queen, 19-3 and 19-4 got in a fev bursts before reaching Queen,
At about 100 feet over North Field one Slicker joined in Luftberry. ZEKE
out-turned Duekbills and fired at Violet 19-3 then dove to the deeck and
headed for X-Ray, A short distance off Queen, ZEXE went into water with
one Slicker and Violet 19«4 firing - hits were observed on-ZEKE.

/s/ Glen L. Anderson
/t/ GIEN L. ANDERSON,
2nd Lt,, Air Corns,

A TRUE COPY: .
C & INaosar)
C. L. HOOVER,
Captain, Air Corps.
CONFIDENTTAL -2 - CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTFR GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

2/, November 1944

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION # 11-35
73RD FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION # 11-9

1. A. One (1) P-38L
B. One (1) twin-engine enemy aircraft (IRVING).
2, 4., None
B, One (1) twin-engine enemy aircraft (TRVING) destroyed, confirmed,

3. Test Hop.
4. Lt. McCAUL. (Bingo 55)
Takeoff: 0905 Landed: 0930

flhile on routine test hop at 28,500 feet, Bingo 55 observed
plane at 28,000 feet flying south just west of Bluegrass and
started closing in on him over Tinian to investigate, A% same
time Bingo 55 identified other plane as IRVING. It turned into
and under him and was temporarily lost. Regular C.A.P, flight
led by Violet 19 (Lt. SHEP.RD) sighted bogey at 273000 feet about
10 miles west of Bluegrass and called in his position while start-
ing to close on him., Bingo 55 picked up the enemy again and began
closing rapldly - fired two short bursts from 20 degrees-30 degrees
at maximum range and then got on Japn's tail, openine fire at about
300 feet. Hits observed on IRVING's left wing and engine and this
engine then flamed. Irving them broke away from about 100 feet
and went into spiral dive - exploded at about 10,000 feet and
wreckage fell in water about 10 miles west of Saipan. Destruetion
of enemy aireraft confirmed by Violet 19,

5. 4. 4/10 cumlus from 1,500 fest to 6,000 feet. High clouds
negligible,
B, Loud and clear,
6. None
7. 120 rounds 20mm; 740 rounds ,50 calibre; 60 gallons gas,
8, IRVING wae dark brown in color (solid) with red roundels -- no teil
markings observed,

SANDERS
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Individual pilot statements regarding 73RD FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION #11-9,
2/, November 1944, are quoted herewith:

IST IT, OVEN B, MeCaUL_
(Bingo 55)

I was on a high altitude test hop when I saw a nlane at 28,000 feet,
I didn't think we had any planes that high so closed in on him over
Tinian, He turned into me and under and I lost him, Lt, SHEPARD then
called him at about 10 miles west of Saipan at 26,000 feet, heading
north, Having 20,000 feet and altitude advantage, I closed in and pave
him a couple of short bursts out of range. Closing in rapidly I gave
him a long burst and he flamed, Broke away at about 75 to 100 fast,
Jap plane hit the water 10-15 miles west of Saipan,

/s/ Owen B, McCaul
/t/ OWEN B, MeCAUL,
lst Lt,, Air Corps,

ST _LT. ROBERT L. SHEPARD
(Violet 19)

I was leading a four plane C,A,P. f1ight and had been directed by
Control to split my flight and investigate two bogies, They sent me
to 16,000 feet over Eoint QUEEN and said the bopie was at aporoximately
18,000 feet headed for Point SUG.R, Lt. MeCAUL then called in Jap bogie
at 27,000 feet over north tip of Tinian, I climbed to 28,070 feet, I
gighted bogie at 27,000 feet 10 miles due west of Bluegrass about four
miles from me, I called him into Control and started after him, I had
closed to about 1500 yards when Lt, McCAUL made a pass on the bopie from
the right and fell in on his tail, The bogle flamed and dropped in a
steep diving spiral, No one left the plane and it exploded about 10,000
feet, I watchod the wreckage strike the water, Positively destroyed.

/s/ Robert I, Shepard
/t/ ROBERT 1., SHEPARD,

ﬂ 7 | 1st Lt., Air Corps,
A TRUE_COFY: X REAL

C. L. HOOVER,
Captain, air Corps.
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73RD FIGHTER 5GUADRON

Z18TH FIGHTER GROUP
|1 FIGHTER COWMMAND, SEVENTH AIR FORCE
ARMY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN ARE AS
p.P.O, # 244

Y 22 SEPTEMBER 1944
SUBJECT s GENERAL UISW OF

QUL ADRON _ARE A

T3RD FIGHTER SUGUADRON
318TH FIGHTER GROUP
Vil FIGHTER COMMAND, SEVENTH AIR FORUE
ARMY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC QCEAN AREAS

f'..i;"‘[_!.- # 2“"’4

M DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 22 NOVEMBER 1544
SUBJECT : GWENERAL VIEW OF
: SQUADRON AREA.
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T3RD FIGHTER s« UADRON e
318TH FIGHTER GROUP
VII FIGHTER Com Ir‘lJ”, SEVENTH AIR FOR CE
% ARMY AR FORC E.;, P/ lF]L- QCE AN ARE AS

¥ A.P.0, f 44
) I o .
#y DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 22 SEPTEMI
§d - R A il Mae o );FITL”IZ"_R S"‘
y & SUBJECT ¥ 3 SQUADRON WE3314:3L

! 13F".D FIGHTER SQUADRON

o 318TH FIGHTER GROUP

Vil FlG HTER J(.“‘!-"'."':-"JL-, SEVENTH AIR FORCE
ARMY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
R.P.0. # 244

i

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 22 wUVE”BER 1944
== SUBJECT :  SUUADRON TESS HAL i 4

-
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T3RD FIGHTER SQUALRON
318TH F IGHTER GROUP
VIl FIGHTER COMMANL, SEVENTH AIR FORCE
B ARMY AIR FORCES, PARDIFIC OCEAN AREAS

h.P,0. # 244
E DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 22 SEPTEMBER 1944

= 'SUBJECT : JADRON ORDERLY

SR
..

T3RD FIGHTER SUUADRO

18TH FIGHTER GROUP

VIl FIGHTER COMMAND, SEVENTH AIR FORCE
\RMY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS

A.P.0. # 244

A

Y] -
<y o, o

wd DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 22 WOVEMBER 1944
= .- {25 x

SUBJECT s SQUADRON ORDERLY
ROOM. -

Tivy

i 4

|
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T3RD FIGHTER SQUADRON
318TH F IGHTER GROUP

W VIl FIGHTER COMMAND, SEVENTH AIR FORCE

| ABMY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
L A.P.O. # 244

; DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 22 SEPTEMBER 1944

g SUBJECT ¥: OFFICERS" CLUB

q GARDEN.

T3RD FIGHTER SQUADRON
S18TH FIGHTER GROUP
VII FIGHTER COMMANT, “SEVENTH ®IR FORCE

Nt

ARMY ATR IL'.CFJ, PACIFIC CCEAN AREAS =

vV

A.P.O, # 244 4
I | DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH: 7 SEFTEMBER 1944  *
SUBJECT: LINE AREA -

- N
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