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To this squadren, the memth of April was notzble for the inclusien
of two extremes -~ four separate and tragic events which served to dampen
the spirits ef all concerned, emd intimetions of very exciting news,
which sent most epirits searing. It alse witnessed the appointment of
a new commanding efficer,

To dispense with the bad mews first, there were four majer aircraft
accidente resulting in four pilet fatalities, three of these pilots be-
ing members of the Squadron and ene a member of the 318th Fighter Greup,
AAF, Brief details on these accidents follow:

On 1 April, 2nd Lt, RBOBERT J, BERMINGHAM wes flying as Mumber Y4 man
in & feur ship flight which was flying in a westerly directien through
the cleuds at abeut 3,000 feet over the Koolem Mountain Range, When the
flight emerged frem the cleuds Lt, BERMINGHAM's plane wae missing and
was never seen mgain, Subsequent search ever both land end sea failed
to reveal any evidences of a crash and the less will in 21l likelihoed
remain & mystery, BHe has been listed as "Missing",

On 3 April, Lt, Cel, WILLIAM J, A. BOWEN, Executive Officer of the
318th Fighter Group, AAF, was flying one of the Squadron's P-47s on a
sole missien when he developed what was believed to be oil pressure
trouble (This theory is the result of his radie cenversatien prior te
crashing) and attempted to make a forced landing at Kahuim Airfield,

He lacked sufficient altitude to make the field and instead made a rough
forced landing on the water just beyond. He was either thrown or jumped
clear, was picked up by a crash beat in an unconscious condition and
died fifteen mimtes later,

On 14 April, 2und Lt, MILTON A, DUPOUY, a pilot rather recently
arrived from flying scheel and hemce still inexperienced, was the wing
man in an element take-off from the Bellows fighter-scramble strip., The
flignt was pert of a Contreller-directed scramble during a souadron
alert peried, As the element gained altitude out over the water, the
leader started a slow climbing turn to the left. Lt, DUPOUY, however,
evidently having experienced some trouble, started te turn to the right
as though in some sort of trouble amnd indicating that he wished to re-
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turn to the field, He lacked sufficient mltitude, his right wing dipped
gharply end soon after he spun im —— about & mile or so off ghore, Nei-
ther the plene or pilot were recovered,

On 15 4pril, 2nd Lt, CLARENCE W, STEARNS took off in his turn on
an early merning flight which was for the purpese of night flying train-
ing. Although his plane seemed to be functioning well at least up to
the moment of leaving the ground, for some inexplicable reasen he failed
to climb and crashed into the water only a couple of mundred yards off
ghore, His body was recovered,

Lt, STEARNS was buried with military honers at Schofield Barracks
on 18 April, Memorial services for Lts, BEEMINGHAM and DUPOUY were
held in the Squadron Area on 20 April, Memerial services had alsop been
held on 9 April for Cept, RCBERT M, DUNN, who had beem declared missing
exactly ene year previous,

On the first of the month Capt, JOHEN J, HUSSEY JR, wes transferred
to the 318th Fighter Group in the capacity of Group Operatiems Officer,
Capt, IE JACK WILLTAMS replaced him ms Sgquadron Operations Officer,
Then, on 15 April, a majer transfer took place as Major JAMES M, MENG
went to Group to serve as Operations Officer and Capt. HUSSEY returned
to the Sguadron to tske ever as Commanding Officer. The Squadren sin-
cerely regretted the less of Major MENG, who had been pepular with both
the officers and the men, and at the same time gladly accepted Capt,
HUSSEY ss his successor, The latter had been with the cutfit since his
arrival at Midway on 18 August 1942 and has always been extremely well
liked and respected by the entire Souadrem, (A brief biographicel sketch
of Capt, HUSSEY is sppended.)

Officer promotions for the menth (effective 6 April) were lst Lteg,
GABRIEL E, SEMO and ALAN B, SIMAUER to the rank of Captain, and 2nd
Lt, JOHN S5, MOFFATT to the rank of lst Lt.

ﬁwﬂ
5.
when on 16 April Capt, D. J. WILLIAMS made the first Carrier take-off
with a P-U7 in at least this part of the Pacific, Flying from the deck
of the U.5.5, Wasp, he was successfully catepulted in an experimental
ran of 100 feet.

The Squadron added another "First-te-do-something" to its list

The number of planes assigned te the Souadron was increased sub-
gtantially during the menth. On the first of the month we listed 28
P-UY7:Ds; on the lest of the month there were 37. All duringz the momth
our planes were coming from and going to H,A.D. (Hawaiian Air Depot) for
modifications; at first for wing tenk installations, later for catapult
hooks snd rocket installatiens, Particularly in the beginning of this
~ shuttle operation, the Squadron was dismayed with the carelessnees (or

worse) displayed by the H.A.D. workers; planes ceme back with an unbe-
lievable collection of foreign matter, renging from small nuts, bolts
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BIOGRAPHICAL SXETCH OF UCAPT, JUHN J. HUSSEY, JE,.

JOEN J, HUSSEY JH, was born on 31 May 1916 in Springfield, Mass,
Soon after, his family moved to Sea Cliff (Iong Island), N, Y., where
he received all of his basic education, goimg through the lecal grade
and high school, He then attended N, Y, State Agricultural Schoel
for two years,

During the next couple of years Capt, HUSSEY divided his btime be-
tween practical farming in up-state N, Y, and traveling through Senth
and Central America, where he frequently worked his passsge for the
opportunity of moving en to new and interesting ceuntries,

Be volunteered for the Air Corps early in the game and on 15 March
1941 he entered Primary Training School at Lakeland, Fla, FHe went
through Basic at Augusta, Ge., and Advanced at Maxwell Field, Ala.,
racei;uing his wings and his commission as Second Lieutenant on 31 Octo-
ber 1941,

He was immedistely assigned to overseas duty as a Pursuit Pilet and
was sent to the Hawaiisn Department, where he joined the L5th Pureuit
Squadron. He was with them at Wheeler Field at the time of the Japenese
attack on 7 December, On 18 August 1942 he was trensferred to the 73rd
Fighter Squadron, woich was then stationed en Midway Island,

He hag been with the Squadron ever since with the exception of one
brief two week interval and has had a wealth of experience as Element
Leader snd Flight Leader, in addition to holding many ground assignments
such as Engineering Officer and later Operations Officer, He was also
Squadron Executive Officer,

On 1 April 1944 Capt, HUSSEY was transferred to the 318th Fighter
Group in the capacity of Group Operations Officer (5-3), On 1Y April
he returned to the Squadron where he relieved Major JAMES M, MENG as
Squadron Commander,

Capt, HUSSEY received his promotion to the rank of First Lieutenant
on 7 August 1942, and to Captain on 1 February 1943.
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