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73 FIG S ON, A

• .P.O. 951

O G IZlTION L HISTOH
.___

PPL ' ' E O E

1 A I L 1 - AP IL 1

TI

To this squ dron, the nth of pril was notable for the in l sioa
f t t r e e f ur s p rat e d t ra i c event a i ch se ed t o d c en
the irits ®f a l concerned, d inti .tions of very ex iting ne s,which ent most p rits arin . It leo tnessed th a pointment of
a ne com nd ng efficer,

To di pen e wi th the bad news f i r s t , t sere were f ou m j ©r rc f t
c i dent e re t l t i n f u p i l ot f at a i t i es , t ee of the se p .ot s be-

embers of t e S u d on nd one a ember ©f t e 318tn t er roup ,' A '. Brief d tails on the e a cidents follow:

C 1 Apri l , d Lt , T J . IINGHA as f l y i g as l ber n
in four sh p fli t ich w a f ying in a westerl rection t rou
th cl® d at ab ut 3, feet ov r e oola 19o tai ge, h n t e
f l i t eme rged f ro the c l uds Lt , B I TG A i p e was mi es a d
wae v r se en g i n, S b s a nt e ch ove r bo l d nd sea f a i l ed
to reveal v evid nce ®f a cra h d the loss will in ll likeliho d
remain a v te . He as been listed as " issin "

,
O 3 A ril,

Lt,
Col,

WILLI J, , O
, e utive Officer f the

3 18 t h Fi g t e r p , AF
, wa f yi a e of t he uadr on ' P- 7s on a

solo mission when he develo d w at was belie ed to be oi pres ure
tr©uble (Tris t ory is th re lt of his rad © conver .

ti®n pri©r to
c r h i n ) d a t t e p t c d t o mak a f or c e d l d g a t Eah k i r f i e l d,He lacked suffici nt titu e to e t e field d instea mad a rou h
forced l ng on t e w .ter just be ond, H w ei her th ow ©r jump d
c l e , as p i cked u b • a cra b at i n a consci c ondi t i on .ad
di d f i f teen mi n t e s l at er ,

On 14 A ril, 2nd Lt, MIL N , UPO Y, a pilot rather recently
rived from flyi g school d hence still in perienced, was he wing
in n el ent ta e off from the B llows fighter-scr ble strip, Th

fli t was xt of ontroller-directed scr ble du in a s ua on
alert period, the element .ined altitude t over the water, t e
l ead r s t t ed a l ow c l b i g t t o the l ef t . Lt , 'O , owever ,
v i dent l • hav i g e pe r i ence d ome t r oub l e , s t a t ed t o t n t c t hc r i t

a s t h ug h i o rt of t roub l e and i ndi c a t i t h
.t

he he d t o r

- - . . ., .
- --- '•_ . 1
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(Or izational History, S pple ent ber One, 1 April 1 4 - 30 April

. 19 73 d Fi hter dron, F, 951)

tu t o t f i e l l d u f i c i ent t i tud , h r t i di ped
sharpl and an ter he sp n i -- about a ile or s off shore, ei-
t er the n1 ne or pilot wer rec©vered,

On 15 pr i l , d Lt , CL ' . S EAR S took vf f i n i s tur on
e rly m rning fli ht which was for the pu pose of ni t flying tr in-

in , A
.t ou his pl n se ed to be f ctioning w ll at least up to

t he ent of l av i the gr und, f or ome i ne l i cabl e r eason he f a l ed
t o c l i mb d crashed i nt o th t er onl v a c l e of d ed ds of f
shore. H s bod wa recover d,

Lt , TI S was bur i ed wi th mi l i t
,

honor s at of i el d r c k
on l pr i l . e ori . serv ce s f or Lt e, . Mand POU we re
he l d i n t a dron Area ®n 20 Apr i l , ©ri a. . servi ce had l so be n
he d oa 9 r i l f or C pt , ' M. NN, who h d bee decl ed i ss i n
ex ct one ye previou .

n the first of the month C pt, J N J, TSS R, w tr sferred
to t j18th Fi iter Gro p i the cap ity of rou Op rations Officer,C t , E J. CK WLL . S repl ce d h ae S a r n perat i ons Of f i cer ,Thea , on 15 r i l , a a j r t r s f er t ovk pl ace a M ior JA ES .. SG
went to Gro p to se e a erations Officer and C pt. S re tu ed
to the Squ .ren to t ke ver as Ca din Officer. The Squad on si
c erel y regret t e t he l os s of a jor G, who h been p©p l i th both
the of f i cer s d t . en , d at t he e t i e gl adl v cept ed C t ,

as h s s cas or. T latter ad beea with the outfit si ce his
rival at Midw on . Au ust 1 d as wa s b®en extremely 1

l i ed d re spec t ed b r t he ent i r Sq adron,
( br i ef bi o hic l s et ch

of C pt , US Y i s p nde d.
)

Of f i ce r pro t i vns f or t he nth (e f f ec t ive 6 r i l ) we l at Lt $,G L E, S d . SIN U to the r of Ca tain, and nd
Lt . S. TT to t e r of l s t Lt .

1

he uadron dded other "Fi r s t t o om t hi ng" t o i t s l i s t ;
.

when on 16 April Ca t. D. J. I :IAMS the first Carrier ta off
wi t h a P- i n at l ea t t h i t of t e P i f i c . Fl qi g f rom t d®ck
of t e U .S.S, Wasp, h was uccessfu l cata ted in a e eri nt

n of 100 f ee t .

T e n mber of pl ne s ass i g ed t o t e Sauadron wa cre aed s b-
t nt i a l l y d i t he ont h. n t e f i r s t of t h r ont h e l i s t ed 28

P-47LD ; on th la t of the onth there were 37. ll cu i g the month
ou pl e s were comi g f ro m and i t o i . A,D.

( wai i i r D t ) f or
odificativns; at first for w t k insta ations,

later for cat lt
h®c ce and ro ket i nst l a t i ona, P r t i c l a l y i n t he begi ni n of t hi s
shuttle o era.tion, the q dron w s dism ,v

d with the c xelessness (or
wor e) disp].aved b the H.A.D, workers; pla es c e b ck ith a u be-
lievable collection of forei n matter, ran i from s l nuts,

bolt

, - - - - - ,

- 2 . _. .
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( r i za t i ona Hi s t or , u pl e en t wnber e , 1 r i l 1 - j 0 r i l

• 19 , 73r d g t er ua dr on , A ', O 51)

d cl aps p to re d iver , plier , inspection plates, etc., ri ilv
i s i de t e wi s (whe r e t hey end r ed t he a i l e r on cont r ol e ) a d i n ot her
p ts of the pl nes, hereas no e of he cidents c defi te be
attri ted to thia condition, the u ©n a d hig er echelons nat all
bec a e g r eat l v ar , f f i ce i t t o a t h .t t hor ough i nves t i at i ons
were d d the proper step t en.

I view of the f ct thnt a large percent e of a l l es w re at

,A,D, at r cticall all t es, d th t tow d the end of the ®onth
al l p . e s ©n t he f i e l d wer e be i ng wor ked on (eng i ne cha ges , sand -
p per g , pa t job s , e t c .

) t he t o t c a dr on f lv . t i e f or t e vnth
w s pr i s ngl

,
hi - 958 hour s a d 15 mi nut e e,

re wa n u l o t of t n ver i pilot p rsonnel, T e
f o wi g en depa t e d o l j pr i l t o o . t he 5t h Ai r Fo e ;

d Lt , G, P ,2nd Lt . R. ,
nd Lt , G. S, S M
2nd Lt. . C. ATH

' nd Lt. W, S, S A
.

T e followi were tr nsferred to other q rona on l r l:

C pt. J IS BR W ,., To 531st Fighter ou d on
2nd Lt . P , E, SC , , , " " " '
nd I t . . L. . . . n n n n n

F/ 0 J , . W L W , . , " " 72n " "

e foll®wing pilots were ad d to the Roater:

nd Lt . R, G, 0 ' ec t f r cm t r.e U. S.A, on S r i l
2nd Lt , 'r:, . , P I n n n n n n n

d Lt . . , I n n n n n n
Cap t , . i i, 0 . - f r o t he 531s t F . S. " l r i l

d Lt , J . R, S TYI n n n n n u n
2 d Lt . g . W. T I I " " 7 d n n u n
F 0 F . . S BIC n n 7t h n n 4 n

d Lt , G 1 n n n n

T e first t r e of this ro , a t u h newly arrived in tlis de t-
ment , al l d abcu t 1 ho s of P- 47 t e b k i n he t at e s , nd wer e
sent t o i c Fi e d f or t e t wo week unner y C se . C t . 0 ' A ,
e per i enced ni l ot , p nt r s t of i s t i m wi t h t c t h Fi t r Ss . -
ron, a t vug he waa o ce wit the 73rd when t e S

.dron w s t at id-
w , i s ow a fl i h t l e .e r wi t h t . s a dr on . f er t i l i n t er es t ,too, i the ac uisitioa of Lt. S , who co es i a the r n i nd

C

- 3-
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_ 1 .(Or zat i on Hi s t o , ppl e®e t Nw ber One , 1 , r i l 19 - 30

1 73r d Fi ght er Squa ©n , A ', F 51)

Li eut e t . t , was wi t_ the d F
.ght er u ron cu t he

entire st y ©n I ki 6to11 a d becomes t e first i t now in t s o ni-
zation to e a Jap pl to his credit, vi g hot wn a with
h i s P- 39 aer i al cv bat of f i l l e A ol l ,

u dron mor e fl uc tu t ed wi l dl du in t h month , natu a y a -
. its lowest poi t d ri the time af the accidents,

The l ck of ne
i f o at i on on a pos s i bl e r eas si ent or f l ou h arra ge nt cont u ed
t o ve i t s de ni ef f ec t s . o eve r , t he i nt ersec t i on l " arf l v " sof t
b l le g e, st rted late in M rch, proved to be ven ore of a success
t ha a t i c ipat e e was pl a ed eve v eveni n af t er s per , so t h t

ei t s i t he l e e , eac h t e m l e abou t twi c e weekl . The
men av® s ated t at this w the g eatest "mor le bui der" (their own
word ) a ver l on t ir e , Not on di d the t ut l r nu ber s
eve y ever. g to watch nd er (er r z), but it ave the thin to
t k and .r u e ab©u t i n a f ri endl v du t he d. v , We h v® been t ol d
t .t t h t y worked more ea erl y bec a se t h re as o e t h .ng t o l ook
f orw r d to at ni ht , Bat t i ave r e s were f a i t hf l l ke t nd st ed

i ; t he co pe t i t i on has been keen nd wi th er a on a u , i f not
ctu y pl i , the terest s been eat. t the end of th nth
the " i ns", on of two en eeri te s, were

lead g the le e.

.
l e S

,u
d on i t re u . ov i e s t ree t e s a week , ome good,

so ba , a the eveni g of 2 pril t ere was a meeting of l enliste
n in the M ss .ll prior to th evenin m vie, at w ach t e t e 2 ave

a h rt t l k ©n S i ty d t n . t r© ed Lt , TO , c r tl
2 wi th t e 33r d i ht e qu r on. Lt , O JC ad. been n n

i th t e 7 d Fi t e r Sq a r n d d a pl endi d col l ec t i n of p ot m .
ese were pro ected onto a creen by use of a linea c©pe, nd Lt, S
C gave t whi h was both i t .t

ive, sin aad at ti ea stirri g,
f or he i d not ne l ect t o t o h upon f nda ent i s e s ,

To d the end af the nth it beca a p rent to l con erned t t
so e sort of aj ©r u dron ove i t o comba t wa i. i nent , Pr pa at i ons
got er w n al t h ug t e t e of work wa gr eat l y cr ease d, i t m
be a d wi thout equi voc at i on th .t t pi r i t s of every i l ot ,

rou ©f f i ce rs d e l i s t ed - rose t o ne he i s ,

ttached re the foll©wi :

1, uadron Or rs f© the month pril, 1 ,

2, i ogra c l t of Capt . S , o ndi g Of f i cer .

S. C '
-
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BIO HIC L SH CH O C T. JO J , S C, . .

JO J , HUSSEY R, w ora on j l :
,y

1916 i pr f i l d , s ,
Soon aft r, his fa il oved to ea Cliff g IBl d),

N,
Y,, wh re

he rec ei ved a l of hi s bas i c e c at i on , go ng thraugh the l oc l rad
d hi gh school , e then at t en d N, Y. Sta t e r i l tu al ho 1

f or vo ye s ,

i g t he negt c o pl e of y r s Capt , S div i ded hi s t m be-
t ween prac t i e al f armi i n s t at e N. Y, d t ravel i g t r Sout h
nd Central er c , where he frequentlv worked hi s e for the
o pvrtu ity of mo i g ©n to ew nd interestin countries,

e volu t eered f or t h A r Corps ea ,v i n the g e a d on 15 M c
1 1 he enter ed Pr i r Tra n n S ool at Lakel d , a, He went
t hro gh Ba i c at u ta , a . , d dv ced at Ma el l Fi el d, . .. ,
receivi g is s an hi c© ission as econd Lieuten nt on jl O to-
ber 1 1 ,

e as mme iate], assi ed to oversea dutv a P it Pilot nd

as ent to th® aii n D rt ent, where he ined th th uit
S

, r o .
He wa s wi t h t hem a t h e l e r i e l d a t t he t i e of he J e e

att k on 7 De ember,
On 18 u ust 1 2 he was tr af rred to th 73rd

Fig ter u d n , w_'ich w then stationed ©n idw Islaa ,

has be en wi t h t he Sqv r on ver i nce wi th t he e cc pt i o of one
brief t o week interval d has h a w a th of ex rience as Ele ent
L ad r d l t Le er, in addition to oldi a

,y und assi nts
s h as n r Officer later pexatione Officer, e was lso
S uadron E e utive Officer,

1 or i l l C t . r JSa wa t r af erred t o t he 318th i t e r
Gro p i n t he c p ci ty of Gr up p rat i ona Of ri cer ( S )

, O 1 Apr i l
he tu ed t o t he dr on whe re he rel i eved ,jor JAN S M. I G

uadr on Co der .
C pt, HU

Y received his p o otion to t r n of First Lieute nt
©a ug st 1 2 , nd t o Ca t ai on 1 Feb 19 3.

,r . - - - -- ,
.
'

. .
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Ỳ ' W i
. ' _ _ -. - . . - . ..( . - . • a

' °
+

- • ' - 1 -

'• ' l ' .

t
t a • .

. -
•

- i ' . ' - ' ;
. 'd ' ' . c

_ . . • . • •
4 .• f . , - • . , f

. - - . : ; I s ' • .
=

.
'

, . . • "
.•. t ' .

. - • - r . . _ _-7
• 1

. _ , ' . ' ' L :
_

T ' Q , : _ • . - Fl t
. - F V:. .

. .

.

J _. f l
•

.
V

r ;• y '
J

. . .
.

, .
'

. _. ' - , --
_

t .

.

. _
--

' .. - . .
V i b

. . -
^ M1

• t i
• ' •

i
.

1
7

r
•

_ _
,

r , . . •
- i

y '
.

- .
•

.

'

' • r : -
,
r r •

, .
• ' '

.
.

r •- «
•

. • • l • ' , ,
' . .

. . .
r' r ' ' 1 - . r - ' ' • . • . t

.. c ' '
. .

$
, ;

_

'

•
© '

•
,

•.

.
'

. .
• ' . _. .

t
"' . _

-
. • ': ' ' • . ` ! . ' ' e'

i
• f . . ••

•
. • . . ' . " '

r, ' •
. •

t
r : . •

t
l •

, . . . 7 '

.
i

•
{

,

,

. •
, '

. . • ,
, • ! ' '

_
'

.
' \ '

'
_ ,

Y •
. • . -

• •
t . . '• ., • - ' . • . . r -

•r:• • - , ._ , _' . ' . • '
- •

' -
. '

''
_- ' ; '

- - '' ' -
`•' " : 'j

. . +
_ _

t
r ,

,
4 -

-
• _ . , . .

L •
: - i • ' ' i

•i
•

.
i `

_ , ;.
. - . v i

.
• .

•.
' Y - .

'

. . , . r . ,
-

i
• '

' '

t
, .

' •

r . . .
,

Y '
,

-
° •'

_
1

. • .
1

, . . • : ,
. . . .

'
.

• S
,

- . . , _ • ,
_

r I
r - . ' I

- .
[

. . . " • • .
'

' . - •

r
r

- •
,
.

r ,
'

•
'

'
• • ,_ - <

. . ;
r

' 1' L + ' , - ,
d

. c '
_ _

P ,
_, _' ' _., - - - - - ' . . . . . . ' ,,. i ,: •: t

•• . , • . ; _,a . ' .
© C

. " ' , `
,
i 1 • . .

'• _ . •
• r ,•

'
•

- , ; , . , • -
`

. . . ' • •
- •

'
, - - • . . '

c `• . 4 a .
. .

• ' `
t , . ' : . .

' . .
•'

. . I / . . . ` • 6 x .
• . -

I
'

, y . r
'

..- , r > -
' n ' ; . . . • . ' . . . : . .,• . , . •-f - , à
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