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ECRET .*
(Organizational Histery, 73d Fi§ter g APO #951, CONT'D)

VISITS OF NOTED PERSONS

While the Squadron was based on Midway Island it was officially visited
by Secretary of the Navy KNOX, and at another time by Under Secretary of the
Navy FORRESTAL. Both commended the Squadron on the excellent job it was doing.

The squadron has frequently been visited by various Commanding Generals;
this is probably considered more or less routine.

FACILITIES, INSTALLATTONS, ETC.

There is little to say on this subject. Though the Squadron was naturally
short of variocus essential equipment or materials at different times, this was
to be expected. By and large it may be said that the Squadron preferred to do
work on the premises in preference to sending planes to Hawaiian Air Depot when-
ever possible, At Midway one important item was lacking for a prolonged period
of time, namely rubber tires for the planes. This caused flying to be held to a
bare minimum until new tires arrived.

With the excepticn of Mdway, where installations were naturally a bit crude
(Particularly at first), the Squadron has always operated under comparatively good
conditions., At Mokaleia the ASquadrm:: was the first to occupy the particular area
assigned to it, so that there was a great deal of initial work to be done. - After
a surprisingly short time everything was functioning efficiently and comfor;tably.

PERSONNEL

Quite naturally, there was a large turnover in persomnel during the two
and a half years involved. Of the original 158 enlisted men, only 40 are
still in the Squadron. Many have gone back to the States, either on the 5%
reassignment deal while that remained in effect or as potential Aviation Cadets.
Other men have been transferred to other Sguadrons or higher echelons over

a period of time, Where & man was considered particularly undesirable, either

for reason of poor work or per%oqah. ¥ clash ,he was usually trans-
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(Organizational History; 73rd Fighter Squadron, AAF, APO #951, CONT'D)

greatly while it was in effect, but it was short-lived, After its cancella-
tion spirits generally were at their lowest ebb, for it was not only those
who thought they deserved to be sent back who griped, but most of the other
men joined in with one martyred eye on the future, feeling that they had
1ittle to look forward to but an seemingly endless tour of overseas duty.

It was a definite fact that past a certain point of service a man's
value began to decrease perceptibly, Despite his actual increased profi-
ciency as the result of his experience and treining -- and these men usually
held responsible positions as non-commissioned officers - - his spirit began
to be such that the Squadron began to think in terms of replacing him with
newer and more eager men, About two years of continusous cverseas service
was felt to be about the maximum to derive full value from any one man.
There were, of course, notable exceptions to this rule.

Other than the above, however, it may be said that Squadron morale
has on the whole been high., This Sguadron has always boasted thé best
Mess on the island and the men have appreciated the good food. There has
never been much illness; the medical care has been excellent. Living con-
ditions have always been at least average or above, and the ingenuity of
the men in fixing up their quarters has usually taken care of any outstand-
ing G+ I. lack of supply. A well-stocked P. ¥. was usually within easy

reach. Most of the time there was evening "Beer Call" (an important item),
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& SECRET - @ reis

GENERAL ORDERS) HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE,
: APO #953, 25 November 1943,
NUMBER 5¢ )
SECTION

AWARD OF SOLDIER'S MEDAL « o o « o ¢ o » o o o a5 s o » 1
mem—mcwma.-......o....on

SECTION I

AWARD OF SOLDIER'S MEDAL:--By direction of the President, under the
provisions of the act of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bul, No. 8, W.D.,
1928), and pursuant to euthority contained in paragraph 6, AR 600-45
(Award and supply of decorations for individuals), 8 August 1932, as amended
by Changes No. 6, 28 October 1942, a Soldier's Medsl is awarded by the
Commanding GCeneral, Seventh iir Force, to the followingepamed enlisted men:

JULIUS G, BLANKENSHIP, 7041774, Staff Sergeant, Air Corps, United States
Amy. For hercism displayed at AP0 #951, 3 April 1043, Residence at enlist-
ment: Nicholasville, Kentucky.

MARTIN ALFHED, 6975588, Staff Sergesnt, Alr Corps, United States Army.
For heroism displayed =t APO #9851, 3 April 1943, Residence at enlistmant:
Brooklyn, New York,

FRANK G, BUCHLE, 7026821, Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant), Air Corps,
United States Army, For heroism displayed at APO #9051, 3 April 1943,
Residence at enlistment: Willismsport, Pemneylvania.

JAMES F. McGINN, 11004226, Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant), Air Corps,
United States Army, For heroism displayed at APO #9051, 3 April 1943,
Bui‘d:nee ag onli:mnti Boszon, M:asaehgutta;

SECTION I

AWARD OF OAE-LEAF CLUSTER:»= By direction of the President, under the
provisions of the act of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bul, No, 8, W.D.,
1926), and pursuant to suthority contained in par 14, AR 600=45 (Award and
supply of decoratiomns for individuals), 8 August 1932, and pursuant to suthe
ority contained in par 6, AR 600-45, B August 1932, as amended by Changes
o, 6, 28 October 1942, in addition to the Soldier's Medal awarded by the
War Department, st Savannah Beach, Georgia, 7 June 1938, published on page
10, Supplement 3, American Decorations, U.S., Army, 1882 to 1926, a Bronze
Oak-Leaf Cluster is ewarded by the Commanding General, Seventh Air Force,
to the following-nemed enlisted man:

Ed * * *

JULIAN S, SMITH, 6374979, Staff Sergeant (then Sergeant), Air Corps,
United States Army, for hercism displayed at AFO #951, 3 April 1943,
Repidence at enlistment: Jacksonville, Florida.

By command of lisjor General Hale:
WILLIAM J. FLOOD,
Brigadier=General, General Staff Corps,
OFFICIAL: Chief of Staff,
L,F. JOHENSON,

Lieutenant Colonel, Adjutent General's Department,

Assistant Adjutent General. SE CRET

-1.—
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DRILL q;:m. DRILL ~

CONFIDENTIAL

TO: CO 318th Fighter Group
Subject: Miesion Report

1.4, 73rd Fighter Squadron
B, Bellows Field

2. Scattered cloufs at 5,000 feet., Visibility good.

3+ A. 14 Hovember 1943
B, 0919
c. Direct to target area
D. Base to Kalama Beach., After mission completed contimued flight for
training purposes. Back to base.
E., Four plshes at 1025, four at 1045.

44, Strafing Mission, Operations Order 142,
B. Eight P-47-Ds.

5. None
6. None

7. We made cur initial attack a moment or so before 0930, coming dowm through a
hole in the clouds from = 5,000 feet, coming in from the northessst over
the sea with the sun at our backs, Made seven passes in all, action ending
about 0943, Passes were made from several differemt directions, the second
being from over the hill in the Kameohe direction. Flew in tw ship elements,
in string.

Enemy forces consisted of 12 to 15 landing barges, shuttling in and out
from sea, and 200 to 200 men. There was a temk on the beach which was
thoroughly strafed. One barge brought in a large yellow bull-dozed; this
was hit on the barge and later on the beach, Tank guns were hauled ashore.
The barges came in three sbreast. They set up a CP position near the bushes
(identified by a flag) which was strafed. The menm in the barges ducked low
for protection; some of the men getting out of the barges made an attempt to
lie low; many of the men on shore, particulerly e large group on the road,
made no attempt to disperse and just stood there as they were shot down.

8. 16,000 rounds 50 caliber.

9. Only enmemy gun seen was on the tank. This was manned end seemed to be trying
to track one of our planes. Occasional charged of dynamite were set off on
the ground, presumably to simulate combat.

10, Majority of personnel killed or badly wounded, Barges, temk, bulldozer
badly shet up.

Sagiz 1l. Good

12, Believe we achieved complete surprise on imitial attack, and would have
completely annihilated entire landing party by the time the last pass was made.

MENG

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



DR
co
TO:

SUBJECT: MISSION REPORT

1.

2.
3.

4.

S.
6.

Ts

10.

1.
12.

®W>» MUowm>

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

L L DRILL DR ILL
NFIDENTI AL CONFIDENTI AL
CO 318TH FITERGR

A) T3RD FIRON
B) BELLOWS FIELD

S5/10TH OVERCAST OVER ISLAND AT 6,000 FEET. CLEAR OVER WATER.
21 FEBRUARY 1944

1802

KAHUKU AT 14,000 FEET AT 1812

?;gs TO KAHUKU, VECTOR 310 FOR 15 MILES, BACK TO KAHUKU AND BAS

N

INTERCEPTION MISSION NO, 2-21
EIGHT P-47D'S

NONE
TWO SHOT DOWN AND ONE POSS IBLE

WE INTERCEPTED TWO B-258 AND 8 ESCORTING P«39S ABOUT 15 MILES

OUT AS THEY WERE HEADING IN TOWARD ISLAND. ONE FLIBHT OF FIGHTERS
WAS FLYING DIRECTLY OVER THE BOMBERS AT 11,000 FEET, THE OTHER

WAS STEPPED BACK AND UP AND 12,000, THE BOMBERS FLEW A TIGHT
FORMATION AT 10,000, OUR FIRST PASS WAS MADE BY WHITE ELEMENT
FOLLOWED IWEDliTELY BY BLUE ELEMENT, A HIGH STERN PASS WHICH

GOT THROUGH TO THE BOMBERS UNOPPOSED, ALL REMBINING PASSES WERE
CARRIED OUT BY ELEMENTS IN TWO SHIP FORMATION, COMING IN FROM
OPPOSITE SIDES, CONSIBTING CHIEFLY OF HIGH SIDE AND FLAT SIDE BUT
ALSO INCLUDING STERN, LOW SIDE AND LOW STERN, THE ESCORT ON THE
WHOLE WAS GOOD, MAINTAINING THEIR MUTUAL SUPPORT AND STAYING

CLOSE TOGETHER, EABH OF OUR ELEMENTS ACHIEVED AT LEAST ONE
UNOPPOSED PASS; MOSTLY THEY GOT ON OUR TAILS ON OUR PULLAWAY RATHER
THAN OUR ATTACK. THE BOMBERS EMPLOYED NO EVASIVE ACTION. THE
ACTION LASTED ABOUT 15 MINUTES AND BROKE UP OVER KAHUKU,

9,600 ROUNDS 50 CAL IBER.

A. NONE
B. NONE

BOTH BOMBERS AND 6 FIGHTERS SHOT DOWN (ON AT LEAST TWO OCCASIONS
ELEMENTS OF OURS RODE FREELY ON THE TAILS OF ELEMENTS OF THEIRS)

G00D
ESCORT WAS GOOD BUT BELIEVE HIGH COVER NOT HIGH ENOUGH TO INTERCEPT
OVERHEAD PASSES, IF USED. ALTHOUGH THE TIGHT FORMATION OF THE

BOMBERS TENDED %0 CONCENTRATE THEIR FIRE POWER, THEIR LACK OF ANY

EVASIVE ACTION MABE PASSES FROM UNDERNEATH UNOPPOSED. b
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73RD EIGHTER SQUADRON - ENLISTED MEN

BETLUWS AIRFIELD

JATUARY 1944
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CONF IDENT I AL
MISSION REPORT

A. T3RD FIRON
B. BELLOWS FIELD

4/10 BROKEN CUMULUS OVER TARGET BETWEEN 2,000 AND 4,000 FEET.
VISIBILITY GOOD,

A. 24 FEBRUARY, 1944

B. 1010

C. DIRECT TO TARGET AREA

g. ?:gg TO WIAMEA AREA AND INDIRECTLY BACK TO BASE

A. RECONNAISSANCE MISSION -- TRAINING ORDER 72
B. 4 P=47-D-§

NONE
NONE

WE MADE THREE RECONNAISSANCE RUNS OVER THE AREA BOUNDED BY THE
FOUR COORDINATE POINTS GIVEN. AS ONLY A SMALL PORTION OF THE HiGH
LAND ON TOP OF THE HILL FELL WITHIN THIS QUADRANGLE, OUR OBSERVATION
WAS LIMITED TO THE STRIP OF LAND AT SEA LEVEL. THE OVERLAY DRAWING
WHICH IS BEING SUBMITTED GIVES THE DETAILS OF ALL ITEMS OF INTEREST
PLUS GENERAL FOLIAGE OBSERVED, THE THREE RUNS WERE AT DJFFERENT
ALTITUDES: THE FIRST, COMING FROM THE NORTH-EAST, WAS AT 3,500

FEET) THE SECOND, FROM THE SOUTH-WEST, AT 1,600 FEET; THE THIRD,

FROM THE NORTH=EAST, AT 500 FEET. THE DUWMY PLANES APPEARED REAL

ON THE FIRST RUN, POSSIBLY SO ON THE SEGOND, BUT DEFINITELY NOT SN THE
LAST, THE LITTLE DUMMY SHACKS MIGHT HAVE APPEARED REAL IF Tie ROOFS
HAD NOT BEEN SO CONSISTENTLY GREEN WITH NO LINES OR BREAKS IN THEM,
THE RUNWAY, WHICH IS MOSTLY DIRT WITH SOME GRASS, MIGHT BE CONSIDERED
REAL DESPITE THE SMALL DITCHES RUNNING AGROSS.

NONE

A. NONE
B. ONE GUN EMPLACEMENT SEEN AT TOP OF HILLSIDE.

NONE
NOT INVOLVED

THE PILOTS ALL AGREE THAT OF THE THREE ALTITUDES FLOWN, 1,600 FEET
WAS THE BEST FOR GENERAL OBSERVATION. AT 500 FEET ONE SEEMS TO FLY
OVER TOO QUICKLY (ACTUAL SPEED WAS ABOUT 250 M.P.H.), WHEREAS IF
ONE 1S AS HIGH AS 3,000 FEET THEY FELT THAT ONE MIGHT AS WELL BE
UP AROUND 15,000 AND REASONABLY SAFE, YET STILL ABLE TO OBSERVE
MAJOR POINTS.

MENG
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IEGEND SECRET
e Main Highway
@ Trees
® ¥ Civilian or Misc, Houses

1. Tower, grey concrete

2. Power House,

3, Mill, wood,

L., Radar surrounded by small
trees covering emall bldgs,

5. Bridge,

6. Barracks Area,

7. 9 dummy Be26s,

8

9

. Emergency field,
. HAporox, 30 = 40 small dummy
shacks; green roofes,

>

Waimea Quadrangle
1:20,000
73rd Fighter Squadren

SECRET VG Pl
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DRILL DRILL PRILL
CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

T0: 00, 318th Fighter Group
SUBJECT: Mission Report

1. (A) 73rd Fighter Squadrom
{B) Bellows Field

2. Solid overdsst at 12,500 feet, Visibility good. Strong dusty wind from south.

3+ (A) 2 March 1944 ;
(B) 0805 (Red, White and Blue flights), 0845 (Brown fiight). |5
(C) See 7. '
(D) Sea 7.
{Z) 0942 (Red, White and Blue flights), 1002 (Browa flight).
4. (A) Joint avy exercisess Operetions “rder No. 27, !
. (B) Sixteen (16) P«47D's (also 4 F-47D's whish were loanel to the 47%h Firon.
As these planes pancsked at Mokuleia, sssumed their eotivities will be
£ included in the 47th Firon's report). i

5. Mn P=4D"2 gnd twelve P=47's gt different times.

6. Two probeble.

7. Red, White, and Blue Flights took off at 0805 and at 0Bl0 were over Mokapu
Poimnt ot 5,000 feet. All three flights started out on vector 020
after five PV's but Red and Blue turmed back to Mokapu sfter going'
thirty miles. White flight continued and sttacked 50 miles out a%
0818, meking two high side front quurtering passes from 7,000 down fto
5,000, one element teking the lead section of 3 planes snd the other
taking the rear section of 2 plenes. Shot down 3 PVs. White flight
returned at 5,000 feet to Mokapu, rejoining the others at 0835 and
orbited with them at 10,000 until 0905, At that time ell made two
high side passes st 8 ¥8Fs at 4,000 feet, These planes were not ag=
gressive and sll eight were shot down. At 0915 were sent out on 'veetor
036 and after going out for 100 miles at 10,000 feet intarcepted at
0930, Found bogey to ba a C=54. Returned at 9,000 feet, slowly letting
down end landed at 0942, ‘

Brown Flight took off at 0845 and noticed 4 F8Fs coming in to strafe the
field. Circled at 2,000 feet and attacked from the north, coking in
on their tails at 0848 and shooting dowmn two. Flew to Hicksm at 9,000
fest and at OBSE attacked four F6Fs which were fighting a flight of
Ped78, Made several high side end stern passes, getting ome. At 0900
over Pearl Harbor dove from 7,000 to 1,500 feet on four FéFs, getting
one probable, Went to Wheeler at 8,000 feet and at 0905 dove on eight
shooting down two. Baek to Pearl Herbor at 9,000 where at 0915 we

CONFIDENTIAL
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. . APPENDIX " 13
SECRET

Walt Disney Draws Insignia
For Bar Flies Squadron

Ot DISNEY

SECRET
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73RD FIGHTER SZUADRON

BARCH 19043

KANEQHE NAVAL AIR STATION

Z3RD FIGHTRR
MOKULEIA AIRPIELD

AUGUST 1943

i SGQUADRON - Sl
= alnUN - OFFICERS
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