
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

- • - ' _- -- - - - ' _ -- .-: - " - -̀ " - -- _ - - - - - - -
: .. _ __ _

- - -
_ - _

- _ - _ _ - - - __ -_ : _ -- - - . ; :

-- - . r
- .1 _ _

. .
. i ' ' : ;T Q ri ': : `

_
" .' 'i Q r: ':

. ; .

! 7

_
'

. ,
- 4

.

]

ORC I Z TI 02 HI STORY
f

.
73RD FI GH R S 0 ' '

4

319 FI R O P , F , VI I FI G TER
- - -

I D, ' S H I R F RCE , . ~`
. . r

. .s

1

5 CTOB A 1941 - 31 RC 1̀ 44
-

.

_ . -- -- - - - -
.

r . .
. .

.
C '

.

. r
c

! 1 1

• .
. :

• ' S
J

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

- - . . . • - - - .-

_

V . f -
•

_

1 I

I 7 TI0' I S_
Y

F H : . - • _ . . 1- U
1S IG , 9 ' I I F d vi'

.

l W , , Y A / , •

ORI GI I L U I T

_. .....IG TIOH:

73r d e .i t dron , t er cep t or )
, VI I i t er Co m nd.

AT OF O I TION:

5 c ober 19 1.

PI OF Gl I TION:

eeler Field,
O u,

T. H.

RI TY I I Z TIOT: ( S e ppendi 1 )

IO 192 , da t ed Oc t obe r 19 1; r l r d r , He d-
cuarte ra aa i n ar t ment , Ft , S .f t er , T. H, , t ed 5 t ob
1 1; Gener O ce r s 1 ,

H r t cr l u i t n , C
, •

eler Field,
T. H,, ,ted tober 1 1, an

G d rs
9, a ters 18th P r it G o (I t} , ler Fiel ,T. H., tcd 5 ctober 19 1,

SO C S 1 ICH P 0 T I :

l t h Ai B e p n 18t h P ui t o p.
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SEC T
A IZ TICb L H S I

,
R FIG S T I , ,

3 , ', YI I FIGr '

Q , ,
TH 'OR. , .

N RA

T e 73rd F ter v dron, or
t 3rd ' it v d on ( e

,
Appendi 1) a tivated on 5 tober 1941.

(See A pen 1). e i-

c o es i oned a d e l i s t ed per oaael we e ob t a ned f om ar i o $ drone

i n t e . t h Ba e Gro p and t he l t i t ou .
(S e pp 3 )

first bl of the S n was at the ball pa k at ler

ield,
T• . lst Lt.

J S. S
, the Co nd n Officer, trod ced the

officera to t e listed en d t n outl n d t e on olicies. e

n r ge t s t o u t er a t of t h men t ent s behi d. the

q t e r u l i , l t h P r i t . T re s t of the n re ed i n t

q ter which t e re o p at th ti e.

T e f i r st a i l ne a ed t o t he uad on re ni ne (9 ) P- ,

of w i h e i g t (8 r e o at i n t he r ai d b t he J on h s t or i c De c e e r

T .7t h , e q dr on s f i r t o f f c i t a mad b 1 s t t , -

o cember l t at eler ield,
T is fli ht a a t ent -m te teat op..

o Pear l bor , i c Fi el d , an ot er post s on O , eel er

Fi el d ,
T. H. w at t d , on er 7t , u t s of th Ia eri .

J p

e t a , a t 7;55 , u pri se at t k, The 73rd was one of
.
t e f i r st

a o the II . S. A r Fo e s u d r f i re n t hi war c e t o be n

statio ed at Wh eler Fiel . re re few ca ties d ut one fat t

i ® u on , S Sg t J me s . B k d e wa l l ed i n t i on i l e c -

f en . t e rdrome . t . o t g d i t e re i n ed reco m nd d
.CRE T

_ 1 _
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f or tne l e a t . Pvt . hi received the awa on 25 Mr h 1 ?.

f t er t he l os of o P- , t ' ron was as s i ed e i ht (S )

P- 'e on 8 ec e ber 1 1. Th ae pl es e r con ert e d i nt o d ve- b er .

ie w th first q ad o to con ert p it hip to iv bombers in

t he A s at o y .

th 5t of rch 1 , one officer d fovr enlisted a d p ted

f ro e el er Fi e l d f or i l o or t , a a i i , on a e r et i s s i on nd were

joi d on t. 20th of ch by 18 officers d 62 nli ted men, While at

t i e ai rp rt the au con op®rat d der ve r s evere weather condi t i ons .t

m d a outat cord b k ep all pl es fl i g. er the

f i r s t s . on t o ope rat e on t he Isl nd of ai i d p r f or ed a t

rine atrol a$ we]1 as convo for convoys then a riving in

ai i erea i n ever •i nc i ng mber s . he, we al so t he i rs t P-

dron t o car d t ' cha ges nd t e f i r s t t o t f ou fl i t s of P- 0 ' s

in t e air at one ti e.

re tu ed t o ' heel er on the 30t h Of rc , t .
S f or- '

T i s

d d to t e Co a n ner ,
7th r Fo ce ,

his reco nendations for

e i prov e ent o f t e l i l o . or t , .

e on s f i r t P 0 ' s c e on 23 c embe r 19 1 .
Th f i r s t o f

these wa lost in Febn , 1 2. u g a dust sto , whi exonerated

hi of bl e , Lt ,
f i n t o a 17 p k d on the eel er i el d

b l di a on . T e wi ng of the 1 e t e e r ed of f d the pl e

t . GALL w s f l g c o l et el d mol i s .ed , Lt . G e8c r i n

h rt,

t pro t el,,y
100 on t e orning of the 2 of y 19 2 , tr

SECR T
_ 2 -
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sq d on rece i v d movement orders f rom , l t l F nr Gr oup . T e l e f t

eel er Fi el c a t 1 00 d ar r i ve a t Be l l ows Fi el d, O . u , T. H, , b 17( ,

i a l l t s a d f l vi g sche l e s on t e , The Co ndi n ex . , I I

Fi t er Co d , co nde t he qua.d on on t e ease a d e f f i c i en w th w i c
:

t : e ve ent or de rs 'r d been c i ed aut ,

The au d ; n w t en bro g! t up t o i t a fu11 s t rer t n e t h t t i e of

25 . rpl an S (P- ' s ) d 10 enl i s t d men , T i s '•e i t t e f i r st sau

ron i n the . a i i t m nt t o ve i t s f .l 1 uot of pl es . _d me .

On 10 J e 1y 2 , t .e SQUa on l ost i t s sec ond pl a e w en Lt . ICE' s

e g ne ailed on a d w p trol s r ble fro Bellows Fie d c usin him to

sk a be .l v l and i n t e water , of f shore . Lt . PRICE f or t at eh * reed

hi msel f f r t l e l e bef ore i t a k.
The 1 t o June , l , t e s u r on l ef t Bel ow F el d b t convo

f or or t mst ro w ere t e l i s t ed men bo .rde d t e T1. S . S. Mi d d t. e

, S, S, Si r iu s t o sai l t o Mi dw Is l ds .
T e enl i t ed n ri ve on ast

Pr I sl 3 , i dw , on 1 Ju e 1 , e of f i c er s r r i ved a f ew d s l at er

on t he U. S. S, S at o e and a co l i hed a other one of t i r f i r st s ; t he,y
'

were t e f i rs t t o f P- E' s of f aa cr a t ces ri er ,
T e J p ne e r . d on Mi dw h o red onl v a f ew d s be f ore t he

S <d en 's a ri v l , o th d e wa st i l l very evi dent .

' e u 'ont s f i rs t of f i cer f a t a i t oc u red on t he t of J y ,

W l e f ]y i on a k pat rol , t . S co ed wi t a M r e B

wh i l e p ro m t el f i ve ed (5 0 ) f e t over t he wat e r , i s s ip r ol l d

ove r and l u ed i n t c the wat e r, t : av P boat proceed d t o f e

ot i e at el t here 't e r , no i g was f o d of t . TS or r i s p e ,SECRE
- 3-
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SEC T

Org zatio a Histo , 73r i h r d on,
A , A O 51 CO1T ) .

e ext or : i g Ca t . ;S l e t l ee f ' i ~: t s o f n nP P ' •ver e

spc t wh re Lt . S went own , a a f i a l t r i e t o .

October 5th, 1 2, t v a on ad ts first vrg izetion d cel -

br a t i on , wi t h ever ne p t i c i p t in . t he beer , good food , a d i .

enterta r t was fu nished b C pt, COLL Y w o e ct d a strip tea e,
Sgt.

G i f f i n and Cor por l P ip e s w: o f .i ed so e i l l - b i l v s i c Lt .

w o t d ce

O 20 Oct ober 19 2 , o e of t he p l s , on 0 , 1G3 , wa s t o l l ;

e s t r oved b f i r e , T i s w the t h i r d a pl e t o be de s t r aved i n t e sc a

ron wit . that mber.
T e fire st rted while one of the . ent n was

testin the fir solenoilds, The ci uit breakers ched, e lod g ga o-

l e f e s . The c r ew f f er ed mi nor b ns ,

13 Nove er 1 , t he qu r on Como nder , Capt , J O. T S. E S , wa s

pr omot ed t o t he r k of a or l s t Lt . J O ' L, I cGII wa e pr o ot ed t o

C pt . n ,
T e nezt u dron c id t oc d on the 17th rof November. t.

FLLJ G, f l y i n a P- , co i d wi t Lt , ' 1 at a r ox ±e V S,

f eet . Lt . wa f or ced t o be l u t , u f f er i a b r o n b ad Lt ,

WI I1 wa abl e t o br i ng .i s l e i s f el y , t . I L G s f l ow b k

to O hu,
T, H,, the neat da .

n t e 2 t of I ove er t he I sl ds er e h i t wi t h a 0 knot wi d whi

kep t 1 p a e s on t he gr d. h i s w t h onl y i n a l t e t ime t e

S a on wa at idw ,v
t t it h d n vla es th air, e next pr

otion w s that of Lt, DL to Captai ,

The 2 t h of ecembe r , t h _ 2 t h Bomb r ent u r on u sed t he 3r d s
S CR T

- -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

.
S :C . T

_ .
(Org i t i on . ato y , 73rd F t er d on , ', 51 ,

C 'D)

base on ste Isla d in car out an attack on Wa e Isla d. The 73rd

i the me tine operated off the n wly constructed field on S d Isl nd

( i d r )
.

.

the 23rd of J u r 19 3 , t ua on was rel i eved by the 7 t

Fi
,g. t er adron . hr e ,y s l at er t he Squ d.ron ad e d a ot her f e at to

i t e al reac i pr ss i ve record. wenty- tvo (22 ) ai l ne s (T pe P- C d

E1), led by two (2) L 30s,
left Mid ay I l nds for a eoh Nav r 5t

tion,
T.H. This w the longest stop , ove ater, i t ver m de by

s i l e e g ne f i ght er pl ne s,
(See A e i 9

o of t e pi l vt s h d t roubl e ge t t i of f . Capt . a d f f i l t

st ting is pla e d ha .to c an e batteries. Lt. S T returned a d

l nde d af t e r t ake cf f . i s w th f r s t t ime t a.t a pol ot l ded a. f i ht er

pl e i th 1 0 a l ons of g i a be ] t ,

F pl es l nded at Ba kin S ds Ai oort, a ai, for rese ice;

t he re s t proceeded t o eohe Nava r St a i on a d l nd d t er f t er

pro i ately seven ( ) hau s in t e air. 1 hours a 5 mi utes tot

fl i ti e recorded This was t e l rge t tota f in ti e the ua -

ron h d ver co pl et ed one da .

f t er ar i v l at neohe , t en d s l eave was en oy d b t he qu dr on.

O erat i ons be n on the 5t h of Feb a v . Lt . S nd ST E were

promoted to ra k of Captai .

On the nd Of , 1 3, the 5 adron lost its second officer in li e

of i.ty . Lt . , whi l e on a c bat m ss i on i t h av l P t rol qu on

1 , dove into the oce n was lost.

T econd eek ia April was thea t in the Sq dron' histor , for

+' SECR T
- 5-
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SECR T
(Orga ization l Histo , 73rd Fi hter ua ron, , O 951,

CC T' )

t . ,r l os t t wo of t nei r ve t er ar p i l ot s C t . L n d JU , On t e r

i of t e 9 , C t , f l ed o r e t n f r om a r ou t i ne d m s a bl e .
Fi d a l a t er , C p t , U d s p ea d _

d r er y s i c c m$ e s .
i l y e rche s f or bot h p i l ot s wer on u t ed b T ai r and over - r c 3 , wi t r

t he r m i ns of C p t . J N be i f o d r e h i s p1 d c r a., ed n t o a

mo t a i n s i , C t , 1 ': l i s t ed a i as i g ,

pril 1 th, 1 3, the S adron was ud e ly d m tic l deprived

of i t Co . d Of f i c r O er t i on s Cf f i cer , v' er a j or ' A S a d

C t , l : w r e t a s f er r ed "do u d r " f or c omba t d t . e men eer e

a j or E S on hi a w v t o new gl or wi t ' . f i t t i t e s t moni an d a r opr i -

a t e i f t s . t e next d t e aua on e t i t s new Co di ng Of f i c er ,
C t , CH S H. C T, o c me f r om t h d Fi ht Pr Sc dr on .

I y l s t , Lt s . BR E A I d IL wer e : om.o t ed t v C t a . .

y 1 ; , t e Squad on a.de i t s or v e , b e .n t r n sf r d t o

o l e i r f i el d on t he r or t h- we s t coa t of Oa u , :e mo e wen t l ik cl ock-

work t e S u : r on s t andi t e mor ni al er t t eohe d t he even i

al er t a t lo ei a , .e n x t sever a s wer e evot ° t o se t t i vp ; t he

:r e a d ever b ee occupi ed b ef or e .

e y of t he ove , wh i l e t he pl an e s wer be i f l own f r om one f i el d

t o t he o her , Ca t . O E s f or ced t c ba i l ou t over t : e oc of f

o' e , i i c t on p t i • opened b t he I an s f el a. d ra s

on p i ked u , T r ee d ys l t e r , Lt , JN m e a cr osl w t er l an of f

aneo ; t he p l e s n m edi at e]sy b t Lt , OI wa.s s f el v r ec ove re d .

1 t h t e r on he l a be r pa y t o cel ebr a t e the oc c at i on of

the r new h e whic by now was r l ett nto e,
It was lso,SE T

- -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

-SEC T
.

(Or g i t i o .s t or , r d Fi t er S aa r or , , A 1 ,
CCT )

or ? or 1e =, p r e- c l eb <t i of C t . C ' + s pr o t i on t o aj or w c

c e J e lst.

Ju v 2 t h , t e r on enj o d a t oai l l e . r om no t t d

n t i l noon t e f cl .ow ng - t l:e men were f r e t d : a s t he - pl e e i . Tr s -

p or t a t i on wa pr o i ded f or t h en de s i r i t o go i nt o onoh u ,
Jul 9 3 , t . e f i f t h p i l ot de t h occ r r ed. 2n Lt . C L T. L 'r ,

w i l e comi i n f or a l i , ma e t oo s p , . t~ nd l ung c t o t he

oce n . .e ne d v , P jor C P l e a f l igh t ef seven pl S i n a f i t t g

lo a trib te.

n 1 A st , Lt , cCGW r ece i ved ! i s pr omot i on t o Ca. t a i .
Ca t , ° I . , u p on r e t r n f r om l e av e an d C nne ry h ool on t h a n-

l . d on Sep t emb er , p r © e n t ed t ie S : .d on a Te t D s r c r t o on dep i c .

r a f 1 r i d r a f i g t e r p l n e , t l s t i e t t e ' n n i c' -

ae .
I t wa c ol or f u l p i c t u e See e nd i c ) r. pr i n t s of t h i s , -

of f i c i a l n s i i we r e a de f or e a ch m b e r of t h Sau r on .

p t emb r , 1 3 , d Lt . J TLI S E. S' ":IT w ,s f or c e t o bai l t of

:.i s o]. ae t ee i e s of s or e ne l e i w e wa s pi cked p s f e l t_ .
a cra h boat statioa d ne b .

T'ne next j or acc i dent oc cuxed on Se t ember t ' w l at Lt , S : . .

S p ac t ed f r o h i s l . e j u s t of f shor e f r om nko ad . e w u i n

Gc t o er l s t , t , ITLS r ece i v d n i s p r ot i a t o C r . .
( Oc t ob er r d , 1 i 3 , Lt s . C " E T nd = FO' ELL, : h ' 7_e cr

a t • i n , i s s i on , col l i i n i d- a i r , L ,, SOT seve b e d

w en hi s pl e c . i t on f i r e , owever , both p l ot s a ch t e d t o a.f e vSECR T
- -
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S CR T
{Orga at i o Hi s tor , 3rd Fi t er r an , A ', 0 51,

C T'D)

f ou mi l e s of J o o ;e r s r or d er e n i cked u . Lt , i w

hosp i ta l i zed d l at e r t r nsf erred f ro m t he Scu dr u (See pen x 5 ) w l e

Lt , PO' LL i x ced.
Oc t o er t h , the S ua on hel d a comb i ned d b er par tv t o cel

brat e t he seco d . iver s v of c i v3t i on, There w pl ent v be r d rea

awaii n styled f od. H la g rls sup lied the enterta ent,

Oc t ober 1G n r ked a b day f or t he S ua on a s t hey rece i ved thei r
.

f i rat t P- 4 ' s , t s aki n t m the f i r st c ron i n e ,
7t h i r Fo e

to have a ch aircraft,

O Oc tobe r 31st , : aj or C FIN l ef t the uadron nd w nt t o t he II

Fi ht er Go d. jor J S : , TG, c om f the 1 th Fight er ron ,
t ok over t } e rei s c t e on on ove ber l s t , 19 3 ,

Th S r on s oved to Be l ws Fie 1d on ovember St . y wer now

l oc at ed on t'r s me f i el d aa Gro p , Thi s was v e ,y adv nt s , re P 7s

we re rece i ved t o t e t he pl ce of t . e f as t dim i ing P 0 's ,
O e ember 7t h , d ri com morat i g pa , S S t J me s G

,
S t .

J ius E, P1 k n i p (t n S S )
, Aar ion l f red, S S t (t hen S )

, S t .
Fra k u l e ( then S t )

, rec e ived the gpl di er ' s ed . Thev we re l l a a d-

ed t he me al f or Cpl . Vi r d: f rom a b . g pl ane (S e A endi 10 )
,

Lt . L S , N was promot ed t o Captai.n on t St h of J r l .

J l t h, l s t Lt . P . C, WIL L . , on a g ound ner i ss i on ,

cras -l n e d 2 va ds of f or f t er a I vy B col l i ded wi th hi m i n mi c -

ai r . t . W S as re s ed a d ho pi t i zed,

O the 19t h of Feb ru. x , t he Sav d on fl ew t entv- f ou (2.
) pl o a

ss f or .t i on. tu l y ,
t her re e t nty- e i t (2g ) p l a PS co i s i on

SECR T
- 8 -
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SEC T
(Or i at i ona i t ory , 73r d Fight er qua on , A ', P0 1, CO )

( l t 'r_e l .ne s oi nd )
, bu t f our coul dr ' t t ke of f f or ac of av i l at l e

pi l ot . ' v ' s o t fl vi t i for t r i ni g mi s s i ons w hour s

d 20 i nut e s - - wr i ch was a n . t e r Co m nd record.

a ch 1 t h , the enl i st ed m n of the uadr on e l d e i r f i r s t c ce ,

I t a s l d at Li h i a i , ne the f i el d, G rl s we re ab d nt , cr f ood

wa rved, d t stron at ri was coco-co .

r ch S h , t he nt e r- s e c t i on l Ba r l v sof t ba l l l e ag wa t t e

The lea e is ade p of six te s: t e Lions d Tigers (E ineeri s),

Go r i l l (Orde r l y oom, edi c s , - 3 ,
S 2 )

, Pa t he r s (Or n c e a d Co .
i c -

tio aj,
Be s ( rm ent) d the Zebras ( spor atio , ea all,

Tech

pply Personnel up lv ).
T e openi g e w s on the eveni g of Na ch

28 t h ,

T e abov e i a e r el y a b a re n r. t i v e ou t l i n of the t i me p er i d -

t we en t e qu r on t s a t iv a t i on nd *h e de.
t e 31 I r ch 1 .

Th e r e h e be en

no a t t e t t o i nt rpr e t ,
l u a t o r fl ec t t . e or g n i z t i on i r i t i n t i s

ection,
T ese o t gible pha es re covered the followi g s ctions,

ich t n re followed b
,y a et of Appen ces which give ell details

o the wi s e 1 Ck .n , p l u s ubs t nt i at i m t e r i c exh i b i t 9,

r

SE CR T

- 9-
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-.S CR
(Org zat i o a Hi s t o , 73rd i t er q .a oa , A ', 0 j l ,

C01 tD)

M SSIO 0 O IZ IO , I N NG, EI ,

Thi u ron wa ctivated a te al rt of a t ctical

Force , t o s ar e d p t i c ipat e i n hat e er t iv i t i e s mi ght r s l t f rom

t f t move an mis ions of that rce, e the Se enth. As .

a F ghter Sq ron it v s geared to perfo t d v ied tion

of f i g t er a i rcra f t , nc l udi i te ept i on, bomber e co t , ro nd t raf i n ,

a c h pat rol d t l i k , rom t he c t se t t h a a ron st ood reac t o

d f end at ever i sl nd i t was ba ed on f rom pos si bl e ene at t k , b e .ng

in either a state of lert or eadin s at all t .mes. ment ll , then,

the mi ion of t e q a ro fro its cipien w s to help defend th re s

u der the t por ry or per nent ar hip of e venth A .
Fo ce

f ro ene at t .k or i va i on.
In ac t a f ct t s S ua d n has seen no re combat up t o t t e

of pr sent wri t i . ho h i t was act ivat ed pr i or t the Jap ne s at tack

on Pe rl x•bor, one of i s pl es ad t e pvrt ity of t i off on

t at f at ef d . ha h t S adro was based on Mi dw I d f or ne

seven month , its original rriva th re c me a f w d:y after the atic

bat t l e of Mi dw , hen e no oc cas i on f or c o at n t at t i t eat er

ever d:evel oped. cordi .y i t m b aa d t h t th h the ua on ®po-

t he t i c l , r a ed a t ac t i c i t at a 1 t i e s , i n tu ef f x t i t be

c (p t i cul l v af t er i t s re tu f r i dwa ) mor of a t ni g v i t

th a thi else.

is m tter of tra n g idenced itself in two w vs; fir t a t

nd s e on l i the mat t er of d vi d a p i l ot a. Fl g as a u on , th
SE T

- o-
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i s c
(Organi zat i o .e t or , j rd F ght er S uad on, A , 951 , CC "D)

ou t f i t h d t e oppor t un i t,, of pe r f ect n i t se l f t o a h gh poi r t af aki l l ,
Di f f e rent peri o s we re s®t s i de f or di f f erent pe of c t i c e i s s i ons ,

s ch a eri a d ro nd r , crobat i c s , I dfv i a .
C bat , t ru nt

Fl i n , d For t i on '
,v i - - wi t h a g eat d of em a s i s e i l ed

on t h l at t er i n orde r to i nd c t ri nat e ev a ri th the f eel n of prec i e

t i i n d oordi t i on , ac t e r e i z t i on of t e or t nc e af a r i i -

pl i ne , nd t e v l u of f g as a t e wi th er f ec t a o be t n Fl i t

d E e ent r s d t_he i r n en. Correc t t a e of f and l n g p o-

c ecb s were s t re s ed; i g t 'l. i l so rece v ed i t s h e of a t tent i on,
f t er ev fl t t h l ht Lead r h l d . f or di scuss i ons i t h t e

men, goi over the mist k s, su esti prov ents, wor g out t i

probl e wi th c d bl kbo

Pe ri odi cal l the Squ ron st ood r u ar ert s . Af t ex Pe xl arbor up

t o t he t e of i t s artu e f or i dwa d af t er i t s re t u f r M u

t o the r i of l g j e ery f i t er r on s a s t o at i cal l on r t

(1 v l n s d p i l ot s ) at d n a k on ever d , pl us a 2 h ir l er t

ev ry f ew s a s i t s t u on the h e oc u ed. t he e r mer

of g43, t e evening tert w s ba o d
, d a few nths ater the nd -

v i du ® u ron was no l onger on l.ert ever mo n , b t rat r t h e

morni i ediately prece t h ur ert nd of cou ae the m rnin

clu ded th n t 2 hour peri od. There er e r nt " r bl e a" i n

t e se .ert peri o s , so®et i me s a s a 1 hi p ova on , met i es b hip

f ht s . T e u u l func t i on at s h t i e s was to fl y at rol c und al l or

par t a of the I sl nd of Oa . l l u fl i s re radi o d r ec t d by t

Cvnt ro l er at For t S af t er , o t e a a f l t oul d be vec t o ed a t t o
' T

- 11 -
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sEC E
.

(Orga t i o Hi s t o , 73r d F t e on , , ,
D)

i nt ercept ' nt i f i ed p l e , rea i t s n nb er nd c l l i t i n . OCCe 5i0

a f i ght wo d serve a s a r i l e scort to an i co ea convoy ,

A so t h Squ • n fl ew a l o , i nt er t t ent r i e s of im ].at ed om at

s i ons . se were m as al i s t i e a s pos s ibl e , t chi ef . s t n t i on

be i ng t hat - f i r i g was onl y s i m at ed, ' e se s s i ons we ra of e er

t pe s , i ncl u g t i ther es o or i nt rc ept i on of f i ght er e scor t ed bo er

f l i ght e; div - b bi d s t raf i g of a i rf i l ds , un i s t a l at i on , l andi

boat op rat ous or gro d t roop ; ob er at i on d reconnai s s e ; ee l -

l i t i t e ept i ons at ni ht ; or the per i o c l s a e r va, Nav ,r

ver , or al l t se mi s s i on th p i l ot s re o o h br i ef ed bef ore

a i terrogated afte ward , a co plet 2 misaion r Orts were bmitted,

f requent l co p i ed b ov rl aps .
( ee Appendi x 11 f or l es )

For tl e p i l ot s , and t o s ome ext ent f or t e nl i t ed per el , t h re was

nev r endi n pro a of o t r . i s nc luded ch diver s i i ed

bj ect s {us al l i n the f or of t k b co t ent thori t i e c, . om a i d

b ac t e onst rat i on wherever possi bl ) a E gi neer .ng , r ce , ent ,

.di o , g i ene d Fi r st i d, d C i col Worf e , ol u e a 1- i .us ive

progr of ns t r uct i on by t he nt el i ence Of f i cer c over . not on the .t t e

of Se u i t
,y

but a o r t and I e co i t i on , J g l e a d I s d c s t-

ence , Worl d Pront s d T ends of tr e Wr , Ja a ese i r Ta t i c e a d li p ent ,

P oto te rpre t e t ian n mar ot er bj ec t s . For t e ®nl i t ed a n sp c f i -

cal l v t er e w .e a O i ent at i on P o a , u ua e f o of even ng l ec-

t e s compa i ed b s l i s of a , p i ct u s nd ca r aons , o a h t t er s

as t he p o e ss of the wa , t cose or wr.i h we a e f i ght i g , ene v

a tivitie d attit des nd other re ated subjects.

'ne a ove c ove rs t e at t er of tr ai ni for the S ^d on 3s a w :ol e ,. SE T
-
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SECRET
(Organi zat i ona s t or y , 73r d Fi g t r S u r on , A ' , A 51 ,

'D)

I t i s p or t t , h wev e r ,
t o r e a i ze t ` 1 d i r t e e r i od a f t r t : e

q a d on ' e t n f r om ii d av t o t e o f p r e s en t wr i t i t he r e a s a c on s t a t

tur over pilot erso nel, a d t is represents other a p t of the tr

i p r o . i t :e r i o d r e f e r r e d t o t h Sc 3 on sen t s ome t i r t -

n i n e j ° ) f h t e r p i l o+s t o t h e S u t ' d t hwe s t a i f C - e i t n (1 )

• to the 5th Air Force a d t nty-ons
( 1 ) to t e ljth r Force.

( A pend c

5 ,
These en us al l ft t..e a on in g o ps of three ,

fo or five at

a t i e s ome t i e s e en n d v i c l y - d i n p r r t i c ] v ev r ' c a s e t h v

ere econd L eut n nts with a proxi a t ee onths of oc tra n

.d. u p t b ou t 10 'r.ou r s of f i t e r p l e t e .
The one ou t * g

e e t i on t o i e s t a t e e t w s t h cn t of A r i l
,

1 3
,

h en " h i -

e nt " o f 1 2 p i l o t s t o t .e l 3 t h A r or c e i cl u de d t he dr on Co ar,d n g

Of f i c e r , a j or AI S
, p s C t a i n I cGII : a_

d i r s t Li t en t s A d

I ; t h e ot he r e i g t we e a s p r ev ou s e s c r ib e d , or i t h e r en t l i o

"Y db i r F i l o t s "
. o eve r , i t m h t b p o i t e d u t t h .t r ep or t s r e e i v ed

f r o " o d r " di c : .
t e t t t he se e , w o we r e b e i g f ed i n f r om n t he r

S
. on e a s e l l a s t he 73r d , p r ov ed i a a t ev e r c a s e t o e t b s ± t r a i ed

.
d
. mos t p r of i c i n t f l i e r t he r ec iv e d .

I t c a be s en , t h , t t c r g t h i s pe r i od t p f l i g p er o e _ of

t e : r on w s r ovg hl v d i v i de d i n t o t m el me n t - t h e Secon d Li eu t enan t s ,

n ew v a r r i ve d f r o f y i sch ool i t he St a t e s , w -o r PCpi v e d t i s i n t en e i v e

traini of out h ee onths an th n ov d on into more ctive Pacific

T ieater , a d a n leus of hig er r nking , more e erienced pilats o re i ed

on l
.

t d lement ad rs,
becoming , n effect,

instructors.
1 er r

ex eptions to both t se eategories,
for occ ion lly the vo ger pilota uld

r SE T
- 13 -
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SEC T
(Grg a i z at i or al i t o ,y , 73 rd Fi g ht e r u o , , l ,

CO ' )

e e l d ove nd bec o:ne i n ti:e i r t r El e : n t a l i , r .e :d s ,
f i l l n i n

' 11Cl i f t b t h ol er e : . IPre t r .nsf er •e i t other or i z. t i ons

f or v o e of a l :r e n bpr of rsa ons .

g a l l t .i
t e th En _

i s t e d p r so .e _ n d t he Gr o nd Of f i ce r s l

i s e ook f u l l adv t e of b r i i t : s e l v e s t o a r i g h pe ak of pr of i c i en

as o s s ib l e ,
be i t i t ' i n s ,

2 1 t or t c . or i nl i ned (P } a d

r i s P 7 ) e ng i ne s , n b r o f t e i l o t s t t e n e t r e e o _
t e ek

(or i i l l t r e e week j w e : ool c ou s e a t F. i c : F i e l d
, n3 on nd

of f i ous l i t e d I en we re ; t on d t r hed s erv i ^e f or t e pu os e o f

a t t en c
.i

t ec i c t r i n i n co r s e s i en t d i f e r ent o t s on t '
. e I d

,

Ir s i u ; t he i i on of t oe u . r on , t hen ,
i c n be s i d t a t

f r om t le t . e o f i t s ac t i v at i on i n Oc t obe r 1 1 1 t o i ±s r e t f r om bi d

i n Ja nu l j i t wa s pr a l v e t a t c al
, c ombat out f i t , de i t e not e r

v t 11 f e t he ene y , nd t r. f ro Febr r 1 j t o t end of

Ti r ch l q i t w . c t a c t o re of t r i r.i ng ou t f i t . s a p r t i a l

s i c , i t t b en t i one d t l-a t i n bou ec emb r 1 tl e S a on wa s v e ry

o f i c i l l
,y

l e r t e d and t e ors r i l v s t b i l i ed wi t h 3e i de a of g o i n i n t o

c a ba t i t e a r s h l l I s n a i n bou + t h e r i c of Feb 1
,

bu t t .
t

de sp i t e or e l i i na y pr epar t i ons t :li s hepe s l owl f de o s t he p l ans of h i g :er

ec i e l or s we re c a B t e e nd o f . c 19 4 ( t he e l o s e of t i s p r t of

h u i s t or ) t he qu d on ' s hope s f or be i r s en t i n t o c t a c c bet w r e onc e

re j St begin i to rise,

s C T.
_ 1 _
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. •
(Org n zational sto , 73d Fi t a on, , APO #951, CDNT'D)

ISITS OF OT PE ONS

le the Squad on s based on idway Island it was officiall visited

by Secretar o the Navy KNCIX, and at another ti e by Under Secretary of the

Navy FOR. TA . Both co ended the Squ dron on the excel ent job it wa doing.

The qua dron has f r equent l been v i s i t ed by v ar i oua Comm ndi ng Gener al s ;

th e is probably considered more or less routine.

FAC LIT S, INSTALLATIGPS, ETC.

There is little to say on this subject. Though the quadro n as natura

hort of various essential equipment or aterials at different es, th s ras

t o be expect ed . By an d l ar ge i t
,y

b e s ai d t hat t he Squad on pr ef err ed t o do

ork on the premises .n preference to send g p a es to Hawaiian A r Depot when-

ever possible. At id S,y one i portant item as lacking or a prolonged pe od

of t i e , nac e , r ubber t i r e s f or t he pl es . Thi s c aus ed f l ng t o b e hel d t o a

b8r e ni m t i l new t i r e s arr i v ed .

ith the exception of id ay, ere i stal ations ere naturally a bit c te

(Particularly at first), the Squadron has al a s operated under co paratively good

conditions. At k leia the quadron as the f r t to oc py the particul r area

a s ai gn e d t o i t , s o t hat t her e wa s a gr eat de al o i ni t i al ork o be done . A er

a s urpr i s i l y short t .me eve ryt hi ng s f unct i oni ng e f f i ci ent ]. and co ort abl .

SO N

Q t e nat ur al ] y , t her e wa s a l ar g e t u ov er i per s onne l duri ng t he t ro

d a hal f e a s nvol v ed . Of t he or i g .na 1 58 enl i at ed men , onl 10 a e

still in the S u dron . an have ne back to the States, either on the 5

re saign ent deal le that remained in effect or as potenti Aviation Cadet .

Other en have been transfer ed to other S uadrons or hi her echelons over

a period of time. ere a n as considered par icularl u desirable, either

f or r ea s on o poor or k or per s o a . y cl a s h he s us ua l l p t r ans -

- i l
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• SEC T

( rg i zat i on i s t , 73 r q ad n ,
'
, PO 1 , GQ D

f rr d out , l e t e a r e nt w ef f ec t a good n mber of r l c

ent s arri ved f rom t he St at es ; ot er men c me f ra ot her Scuadrons , T

. q d on m i t a pol i y t o gi ve m p omot i o a posaibl e wi t h 'the

l i i t t ons of T. 0 . ; seni ori t s the f s t consi der at i on , g . ed , how r ,

b a ' s i t i e s and wort .

Of the or i a officers, none i i the Sq on, o a te there

ave be 1 p i l ot s nd 1 w nd of f i cer s i the qua on,
(For i • v i -

es , dat e s , etc , e p n ee 5 6)
. Of t h se , p i l ot s a d

11 r of f i cer s rentl a t ve n tr e qv d on, s t at e el h e ,

39 pi ot s went i ract f ro t he S uad on t o th t or 13 t h i r Force s (f or

t l s , se e en )
. om of the ol es t ( i p i nt of ser i ce ) p i l o t

re tur ed t o the St at e s . 5i c were i l d i n l i e of ty (S e pen )
.

T ere w re tr sf rr ls of pilots from o qu dron to ot r. In

c e s thi s af f ec t ed t e newer men; f or s gl e , a•batch of f r or f ive

br ne n ust t of f l g hool oul d be i ed t o t bi s u on

a d t rai n waul d b® beg - t en a o of p i l ot s wou d arri ve f rom t

St at e s wi t f r om 70 t o l D hours i n a P- 4
. T e se new n woul d be t int o

t i s Sq on d t he other s moved on t o so • ot her o t f i t . Oc i o l l on

of t h eni or p i l ot s wo l d l e i se be t ra sf erred, e i t h r b c se ea e ot h r

a r ed d e nt or l . ht L d r , or bec se re h ap en d t o

be n e istin v an t r for a pro otion which w s at least te or il

not av lable to him in this S dron. is latter r a on wa a sa t c s®

f ar so e of t hem be .n t s f erred i nt o o p or h i g er eche l on ( ch as a

, ob Con trol l er at ig t er Co )
. s new c c i es f or p ro t i one

wit in th q on ere creat Too, th sever inst ces w res T_ -_
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SECR T
(Or i zat i ona Hi s t o •, 73r d F ht r r on , , Q , C T'D)

i t bec e a p .ren t th t a p i l o t a s no su i t e f or i t e r l f l n ; he

wo d t hen be t r s f er re d ou t , u su , e i i o be r Cor d , Tr oop "ra -

po r t , e t c .

Ln t he beg i n i ng , t r o nd of f i cer s c o s i s t ed c h i e f of
,
ju t an t

nd a Fl i t r e on; mo s t of t : e j ob c tve re at l ea s t nomi na e l d b fl -

of f i c er s . B g i n i n Febr r 19 1 t : i s i t u t i on b eg a t c r e , d

g re of f i c e r s , u a l . wi t h spec i l t r i ni , t ook ov r s u h j ob s a s Or ..

n nc e , en t ,
Co un i c a t i ons ,

E g e e r i g a d Int e l l i enc e , a s e 1 a s

pl y ,
Tr nspo r t at i on e t c .

As t he re h v be en o l 21 round of f i c er s ,
11

of w ;om e w t t e S on at cu r ent r i t i , i t c be s e n h t t h

nov ar e re s re.t
he r l i t . B d 1 • e , ro d of f i c r s and p i l o t s

g o t a o r a t he r wel l
, : u t re wa s ,• s a f ee l i n t t a di s t i c t on

di d eg i t . In t 'r eg i i of t he cr. n -ove r t ; e o l de r p i l ot s d s o e

t r oub l e adj u s t i n t lems e l v e s t e t e •e s e c e a .d c t iv i t v of non f v i g

e r s onne l ; t _h i s i s ow s o le t hi cc ep t e3 s a ma t t e r of ou r se , nd g n a]
.

e f f i c i en h p r ob b l y i c r ea s ed .

i R i. , LF'A , : TICN

S i l to ever ot r uni t i n t he v , oral e as vari ed °at l

d i n thi a cu d on s exi s t enc . 0' sl
,v

t: e re ?s be en f sh r e of

moa d roa i n at t i s , d t sre h :ve al vs been a f ew .ndiv i du l s

w o e ce l l ed at t h i s t i cul r avocat i on, B d l a , how ver , mc,r l e

as not been a ,jor probl em, ar.d i t be d.e f i ni t el s t at d t t e ne er

t e S on w s der re ss e t : e m n re onded wr l e he r t edl v .

T e re t e s t p r ob l e : h s be en i n t h t t er of inen w': o have bee n s t at i one

n t h i dep r tme nt r d o f hr vea s . e d l ( r ea s : en t i he ! ped
SEC T

1?
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.
(O g izationa History; ?3rd F g ter Squadron, AAF, APO 51, CBNT D)

greatl. while it as in effect, but it was short-lived . After its cancel a-

t i on s pi r i t s g ener al l er e at t he i r l o s t ebb , f or i t as not onl y t ho s e

rho t hought t he des er ved t o be s ent b k rho gr i ped , but mos t o t he ot her

men joined in .
th one rt red eye on the future, feeling that hey had

little to look forxard to but n se ngl, endless tour of overseas duty.

It was a definite fact that paet a certain po t of ervice a 's

va ue began to decrease perceptib] . Despite his act a reased profi-

ciency as the result of his e pe ience nd tr in . g - and these men usua11

held responsible positiona as non o miasioned officera - - h s pirit began

to be uch that the Squadron began to t i k in term of replac g h th

ne er a d more eager e . About two y ars of continusous overseas se ice

as felt to be about the a to derive f v ue from one .

The e xere, of course, notable exceptions to this rule.

her than the above, however, it m be s d that quadron morale

has on the xhole been high. This Squadron has al ,s
boasted the best

Mess on the island a the men have appreciated the good food. There has

nev r been much illness; the medica.
l care has been exce lent. Living con-

ditions have al s been at least avera e or above, and the inbenuity of

the en in f ing up their quarters has usua taken care of y outstand-

i ng G. I . l c k of s upp , . A x e l l - s t oc ked P . '. ra s us ual l y t hi n e a sy

reach. ost o the time there ras even ng "Beer Ca l" (an i portant ite )
,

' ' ".
,

• '

. . .. ' ^
•f

/
y

•
- J J . : .

- -
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( g i atio a H tory, 73rd Fi
g q

a on, AF, O 951 CONT'D)

t ho t here er e t es when beer ras s pl y not av l bl e . here have

a r been mo .e , ei t her on t he post or apeci f i cal y or t he Squ dr on, ar

bot h, r an i ng om t hr ee t e a eek t o d ,
id a , of co rse, preaented a p ci l probl a p rti l l i tho

beg ng con t i ona e at her rugged, i mprovi ng aome as t +ent by .
Ho er, the be t ras done under the ci cu tancea there w e, for

ampl e , d ]. ov es . m n probab ound t he ost di i c t y i n beco -
in ac ustomed to the aho tage of fresh ter neceasitati g tak mak

ah aho rs in salt er, the ahortage of be r - and the shortage o

o en. There as not a s ngle female on either of the t ro isla d , Sand

or st rn. Bei n ca i ed t o t he a e , r el t i ve t pi t of l nd f or

so long made tor onoto r; out o sheer boredom the .nterest ceatered on

the countles "G on y Birds" th the r us g cus om nd antic .

r

.

t •
F , I

j
'.

l - _
1
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THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

SECR
( t i vn i s t or , 73r d i t e r S d on , F', 0 j , C T'D)

por t s ave w s bee pop wi t h t he q r n , Vol l e - ba l r oved

to be a convenient sport, for it w ossi l to set up on or ore co ts

lo t "l e", en bli both men d pilota to pl d ing slow riod

in t he c o r se of a d v , Occa s i on .y e of f i c e rs .l d pl the n, t he

fo r i v bl i n , At o le a a Tennia Co t a$ built in one of ,
the revet ents, d the s e thi g was done at B llow . T on , a m ll

percent a p]. e , the co t w a bl s i g to t ose w o e , oy the g e.
Ba eba l , ho ever , was t h b por t of t he f l.i es "

, p t i c l

of tb l l , t i dwa t he g was on]., pl ed per odi c a l y , but at eohe

d l at r at +o e i a t e ea a a r .ar t e n a l e , I t i

the pr i ng and y Su r of 194 t a t t hey re c d he h . e s t oi t

of gl ory , w g e 7t h Fi ht er Com d C pi on ip d on].v l os i t hei r

claim to t e th A r orce Ch pion hip i a fi , he t-break .n g e

p]. ed at i ck Fi el d, s t h i p t of t h i s t cl o s , n nt er- sec-

t i on l of tb l l e ue has be n s t t ed and pro i se s t o be a bi g u c e s s ,
f or t he i nt ere s t r a r w ' ig , The re s z t eama i n t he l e u ,•. .
co r i s . g sep at e sec t i on or c o ed sec t i ons , d a ga e i s bei pl e

eve even n on t e B l F .el d w! i c the u d on i t sel f b l t in i t s

o n a ea

ri g the past w ter the en isted men al o a a b tb l te

i a l ocal l u,e , s were pl d in t he Wi m a .o yn as i , T

officers also ha a te d pl ed se er es, to w ,t

on was u l ba ed a beac d od sw wa avai bl e .
In f t , i t l t er beca e d -t or f or everv _ t o s a 0 y d wi

t c t , C l i ath nt i c s re orga i zed a d r of f f t ime to t i m , ut on r
SECR
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, • - .

. • •( i t i o a]. i t o , 73d Fi Squadron , , 951 , Ct D

pasmodica11 r, At lok e a th re xas a peri of t e xhen occa ion d i l

was i en to the t Squ d on a er breakfast; i the long u , ho ever,
tbe o l i ta exe ciaea xere i co unction xith guard t n t e

e g. At this t e t ere xas us , add tion to g ard nt it-

ae , a brief cloae o d dr ll period for the 15 or 20 men on that ig t s _
ard.

In ad ioa to the re ov , e x re occ ion U.S.O or

amateu tage ahoxs, or ver occa ional y, ticketa xere e av lable to

a professiona presented a , Once very fex ntha the e t e Squad-

ron ould ave a " na ] ble day" - t ia xas usua y the occa ion for a

Squ d o "Lusu" ch ould lude, .i addi io to the barbecu d pig and

other x iia e bellia ents, su g, o b̀ , the nevit ble a c nd-

r at e H shox , p Sc a n Dance e hel d f or t e a i ed m n at Li ga
( ear Bellox ) in arch 19 l; the o f c rs d a d nce at the ei a Hotel du

J 9 3 .

As ost of the t d a h lf y ar p riod ras spent on the Isl d of

O hu , t here ae nat ura p ent y of ext ra cu i c l ar act i vi t y . P o

ly rked on a schedul. o s d e on nd txo off. All enlisted men

xere entitled to a th ee d pass sver month; irat three gr rs had u

ited pasaea t i the d acretion of their section chiefa. T e pi ot

usu l spent t hei r t e a i at t he oana Hot el o t he .l .ard

I , in of `c rs reat ca ps c as at I ika , or th r o qua a

area. liated men u ually xent to a ki Fort De 8uasy) or Honolulu

(Y. .C.A.
) or els wh e.
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SEC

G L DERS DQ AR R I AN
= DEPAR T

Ho • 5 ) For t Sh f t c r , T.H. , 5 Oc t ob r 19
.

CTI ATI ON C 2 AI ?3 R II SQUADRO S (I RCEP C ) A
CC PS . - - rsuant t o i t ct i o s cont a ned i n Rad o o. 192 , t
ctob r 19 1, the follo i g ir Corp Sq dron are activated effecti e

ct ob r 19 ,.1 t per nent s t at i on at eel er Fi e d '. H, s
-

72 d s t Sq dron (Interceptor Ai Corp

73 d Pur ui t Squ dron ( I t er cept or ) Ai r Co p

Cadr pe on el i l l b t r ns erred f rom i t a o t he a i nForce .(AG 320.2)

B co a d of L eut e ant G neral SHC T:

P ILIP I
Col one l , Ge ral St f f Corp ,Chi ef of St af f .

S Ls

C 'F ICI Ls
/ t Ca r l Gr os s e ,

s / C RL GR S E,
ajor, Adjutant Ge eral's Dep t t,Act i x Ad j ut ant Ge eral .

E
_

S T C E D

TR COP s

GA L . SE O,Capt . , A Corps ,Exeoutiv 73rd Fig t r qv dro , AAF

SE C T
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. • SE C T

DQ T s THPo s r oo ( ) c
el er Fi e d , T. H.

5 O t ob r 1 1

G L CRD S )
s9

l. Purauant to ut ority cont d Ge e dera No. 11
e dq tera, th P avit in , i Cor 5 tob r 19 1, the follo i g
or a t on ia co tituted as a n t of thia oup

3 auit Sq ou I t), r Co .

o der o or C G 1s

J .H. P TT S
2 c Lt . , Cor
d u t.

ICI L:

/ e/ J . H. PATTE S 1,/ t / J . H. PA ,2 d Lt., A Corp ,d ut at.D STRIB I s-NS

TR CO s

HL . S 0 ,C . Ai Cor pa,
ecut i e 73 F ght er Squ dron, F

r SECR T
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•- SEC T

IIARTF S ]. RSII I I G
O i ee he Co a ndi g Gener al

heel er i e d T. H.

- 5 tob r 19

1 L c )
:

E

ASS G 1 T C I' S

* e

2. T e 73 s it Sq dro ( nt) Corps, b v a ea
aotivated at t station on 5 tob r 19 s nt to authority o
tain d in G ner l rdera, N b r , fleadqvarters aii Depar ant
da d 5 cto r 1911, is assignsd to t e 18 h Pursu t Gro p (I t .

3. I it l c drs for ne un ts ill bs f sh d fron g oups
to hich assigmed or attached.

co r . d of r i adi er General D V S

A. .I a or , d ut ant Ge ral s De p rt nt ,
Ad ut at Gener l.

C FICI Ls
/ s/ . . o en,/ t/ . . c ,

or, d ut nt G r l s Dep t nt,Ad uta t G ral.

. T ] C Ys

L -"
L A. SE O,C pt . , A Cor ps ,

cecu ve, 73 hter Sq dron, F

SE CR E T
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., S CRET

DQ R S S N AI F
Hi k n Fi e d T. H.

2 ay 1 2

G AL DE )

Y 1 ) GC STI T I . CTI ATI ON Al E I G TI C .A Y' A F S
,
TS

. * * e C ACT * *

2 . Pu ev nt t o aut hor i t y co t ai ed Se cr e t L t t r , AG 320 .2 ,( 1 - l )
, - F , Subj ect s es i a t i on o Cer t i A A Fo es

' U tsp d ted 15 day, 191 , The follo i g A Force II it -dea g-
ated e ct v th e d te. T i es tio ll ol s oha e of
stre gt at t i ti s

P ese t De i tio ex Desi tion

e x

' d ur t Sq I ) 3 d ht r Sq

e 73 hter quadron x r on pr ae t ass te..
*

y co a d of or G ae a TI I s

JAS . A. 4LL S T,Colo l, Ge eral St Corps,Chi ef of St .
C FIC .Ls

/ / . J . R C S 1,I eu t ea a t Col o h d ut t G r l s Dep r t nt
d ut t Ge r a l

A C :

. 0,Cap . , Cor p ,d ., ?3 d F hter Sq.

SE CR T
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DQ ART VI I FIGHTER CO A F
Of i c of t he Com i g aeral

O # 95

5 ar ch 191 .

S BJECT: L t t er , Com and g Gener l , Ar Ai r Force s .

TO : Co mandi g O ficer, 318th Gro , APO 959
Co i Of f i cer , 1$t h Gro p, 0 959
Co n nd n O f i cer , 15t h Group, A 959
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SE C DI lo

c o s l s Fo C ,
: O 53, 5 No e ber 1943.

NU ER 54 )
S CTION

A RD ' SOL I R' S L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I
A D OAK- L F CLUSTE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II

CTION I

1 RD OF S LDI R'S : By i rs at i on of t he P s i dent , unde r t he
proviaiona o t e act of Cong es approved 2 J y 18 6 ( l. No. 8, .D.
1 86), and purauant to uthority coa ained in paragraph , 600 45
( w rd and upply of decorationa or indi idu ls) 8 Aug et 1 3E, ea nded
by Ch ng s o. , 28 October 1 48, a oldier'a edal i a rded b the
Co m ndin Genernl, venth r Borce , o he following-na ed enlisted en :

LI S G. SH , 7041774 , St Se rge t , i r Corpa , Un t e d St a t e a
y. For heroi m displayed at P0 51, 3 pril 1943. saidenee a# s i t-

ment: Nioholaeville, ntuc y.

IN FRED, 6975586, 3t ff Sergeant, ir Corps, IInited 3tatee y.
For he oi m displayed at PO 51, 3 April 1 43. Re idence et snlist snt:
Broo l n , New York.

F NK G. UC , 70 68 1, Sta Sergeant (then ergeant , lir o s,
U ted States 6r . For heroism diaplayed at 0 951 , pril 1943.
R sidence at enliet ent: Willi port, Penneylvanie.

J l S F . oG NN, 11004228, Staff Serge nt (then Sergeant), Air Corpe,
United St tes l . For heroi displayed at 0 51, 3 pril 1 43.
Reaidenoe af enliatment: Boaton, eaaaoh aett$.* * * * * * * * * * * *

S CTION II

A FD O K- L F CLUST R: By di r ec t i on of t he P s i de nt , unds r t hs
provisions of the aat or Congre s pp oved 8 J y 1926 ( . No. B, . .,
198 )

, and pureu nt o authority contained in par 14, ® 00•45 ( rd end
upply o decoratione for individ al }

, 8 ugust 1 3 , and pnr uant o auth-
ority contained in par 6 , 00-45, 8 a u t 1 32, a amended by C an s
o. 6, E8 Oatober 1p42, in additioa to the Soldier's dal awarded by the

Department, at Savan ah Beach, G orgie, ? J ne 1938, publiahed on pa e
10 , S ppl e nt 3 , im r i can De co rat i ona , U. S . , 1 t o 192 , a B onz e
Oa -Le Clueter is arded by the Commanding Gener l, S venth Air Foroe,
to ths ollowing-n ed enlisted an:

LI S. I T , 6374 , S af t Ser ge ant ( t han e r geant } , r Corpa ,
Unfted Statea r y, or heroiam diaplayed et O 51, 3 pril 19 3.

ai dence nt enl i t ent : J ackeonv i l l e , Fl o r i da .

y aom nd o or ner al H e :
x [ J . F ,

Brigadier- neral Genernl St Cor a,
OFF I C L: Chi e f o t af .

L. F . J O SON ,
Lieuten nt Colonel, d nt ne l's eper ent,

ea i s t an t d j ut nt Gen er a l : SECR T
- -
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.
D ILL LL DRILL

•

C I I L

T0 : C 318 th Fi ght e r oup
b ect : se on Aeport

l . . 73r F ght e r uad on
B. ellowa Field

. Sca t t e rs d ol ou at 5 , 000 e e . i s i bi l i y o d .

3. . 14 l r s er 1943
B. 0919
o. Di r eot t o tar get ar e
D. as e o l a a Be aoh. t e r mi s s i oa oo pl e t s d coat i ue d l i h t f or

tr ning purpo ea. ok o ase.
. 1'our pl ahe s at 10 , our at 10 45 .

. S t ra f i ng i s s i on . Ope rs t i ons Or s r 142 .
B. ght P-47-Da.

5 . 1one

8. ons

7 . s made o i n i t i a l a t t a a o t or o be f or s 30 , o i ng do t hr o h a
ho l e i e l ou ds o m 5 , 000 f e t , oo i n i n o t he nor t h• ea . t o. er
t e sea with the sua et ou back$. ade aeven passea in nll, a tioa endi
a ont 0 94 3 . Pe s e s wer e mads f rom s e e ral di f f er eat d e ct i oa e , t he s econd
be i ng r o rer t s i l l i n t he a eohe df r. t i on . Fl ew i n t sh i p s l eme t s ,

strin .
e f or oe s oons i s t ed o f 1 t o 1 aa di g barge . , ahu t t l i ng i n and ou t

ro eea , and 800 t o 300 men . her e wa s a t k oa th e bea ch hi oh wa s
t ho ough l y s r f e d . O e ba rge brou t i n e l e rge ye l l ow bul l - os e ; i s
a e h t h• ba rg e and L t e r on the bea c . an ® a ware aul e d as ho .
The arges oam in three abrsa.t. e sst up a Q position nea the bushea
(identifi.d by a fla hi was at fed. Ths sn n the bsrgee noke low
or pro ection; oms of t e mea ge ting t of the rge ad• an atts t to
lie low; any of the ea oa shore , particularly a large group on he oad,
m ds ao atte pt to dispers• nd ns atood there as they wsre s ot down.

8. 16,000 rounds calib .

9. O ly ene g n ssen wa on hs tank. T s wa nned ssemsd o be t i g
to rac c one o our planes. Ooc aio al c r e o dynamite were se off on
the g o nd, prssumably to ai ulate c mbat.

10. ority o p rson el killed or badly wo nded, Barges, ta c, bulldo sr
ba ly shot np.

s 11 . f oo d

12. eli s s • is d co plete s rprise on initial atta , and w ld ha s
o pl e t e l y an i hi l a d t i re a a d par t y by he t i e t he l a s t pa s wa • de .

G
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D R I L L D R I L L D R I L L

C 0 N F I D E N T 1 A L C 0 N F I D E N T I A L

TOs CO 318TH FITERGR

SUBJECTs M ISSION REPORT

1. A 73RD F IRON
B BELLOWS FIELD

,
5/10TH OVERCAST OVER ISLAND T 6,000 FEET. CLEAR OvER wATE .

3 . A 21 FEBRUARY 1944
B 1602
C KAHUKU AT 14 Q00 FEET AT 1612
D BASE TO KAHUKU, VECTOR 310 FOR 15 ILES, BACK TO KAHUKU AND 8AS
E 1 01

4 . A INTERCEPT ION M ISSION N0. 2-21
B E IGHT P-47D 's

5, NONE

6 . T SHOT DOwN AND ONE POSSIBLE

7. E INTERCEPTED Tw0 B-25S D EfCORT ING P.39S ABOUT 15 MILESOUT AS THEY wERE HEAD IN IN TO I RD ISLAND. ONE FL I NT OF FIOHTERSwAS FLY ING D IRECTLY OVER THE 0 3ERS AT 11,000 FEET THE OTHER
wAS STEPPED BACK AND UP AND 12 000. THE BO BERS FLE A T IOHTFOR AT l ON AT 10 , 000 . OUR F I RST PASS WAS ADE BY w I TE ELE ENTFOLLOwED I r 1ED 1ATELY Y UE ELE1ENT , A HI OH STERN PA$ I Hi CHOT TNROUBH TO THE BO ER UNOPPOSED. ALL RE BI HI NG PASSES RECARRIED OUT BY ELE E ITS IN T 0 SHIP FOR ATION, CO I IN FROOPPOSITE SIDES CONSIBT ING CHIEFLY OF HIGH SIDE AND FLAT SID BUTALSO INCLUDINQ STERN, l SIDE AND LOW STERN. THE E CORT ON T E
wHOL wAS OOD, AINTAINING THEIR UTUAL SUPPO T A D ST YING

OSE TOQETHER. EABH OF OUR ELE ENTS ACHIEYED AT LEAST ONE
UHOPPOSED PASS1 OSTLY THET GOT ON OUR TAILS ON OUR PULLAWAY RATHERTHAN OUR ATT ACK. THE BOYBERS E PLOYED NO E A I YE ACT I O . THE
ACT ION LASTED ABOUT 15 l NUTE3 A D BROKE UP OVER KAHUKU.

8. 9, 0 ROUNDS 50 CAL IBER.
9 . A. NONE

B. NONE

10. 80TH BO BERS AND 6 FIOHTERS HOT DOwa (ON AT LEAST Tw0 OCCASIOH
ELEMENTS OF OURS RODE FREELY ON THE TAILS OF EL NTS OF THEIR )

11 . 100D

12. ESCORT 8 GOOD BUT BEL IEVE H I H CO ER NOT H IGH ENOU H TO INTERCE
OYERHEAD PASSES IF USED. ALTHOUGH TNE T I HT FORMAT ION OF THE
BO BERS TENDED TO CONCENTRATE THE IR F IRE POWER, THEIR LACK OF ANY

EVAS IVE ACT ION IADE PASSES FRO UN RNEATH UHOPPOSED. EN
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DRILl ILL DRI

CO F IDENT I AL

I O R O
t. A, TsRD FIRON

B. BELlO FIELD

2. 4/1A 9AOKEN CUN LU3 OVER TAAGET NETWEEN 2,000 AND 4 000 FEET.VIS181L ITY GOOD,
3. A. 24 FEBRUARY 1944

8. 1010
C. DIRECT TO TARGET AREA
D. gE TO wIA EA AREa ND INDIRECTLY 8ACK TO BASEE. 1105

4 , A. RECONNAI SANCE I SSION - - T AI NING ORDER 2B. 4 P- 47- D- g

5. ONE

6. NONE

7. MADE THREE RECONNAISSANCE RUNS VER THE AREA BOUNDED BY THEFOUR COORD INATE PO INTS 1VEN. AS ONLY A $MALL PORT ION OF THE H IGHLAND ON TOP OF THE H ILL FELL w ITH IN TH IS QUA ANGLE, OUR OBSERVAT IONwAS L IM ITED TO THE STR IP OF LAND AT SEA LEVEL . THE OVERLAY DRAI lNH ICH IS BE INO SU8I ITTED Q IYES THE DET ILS OF ALL ITE S OF INTERESTPLUS GENERAL FOL IAGE OBSERVED. THE THREE RUNS WERE AT D IFFERENTALT 1TUDES THE F I RST CO 1NG FROI THE NORTH• EAST , I A AT 3 , 500FEET1 THE SECO D, FR0 THE SOUTH•WEST AT 1,600 FEET; THE THiRDFR0 THE NORTH- EAST AT 50 0 FEET. THE DU Y PLANES PPEARED REAON THE FIRST RUN, P SS/8LY SO ON THE 9 COND, BUT DEFINITE Y NOT ON THl AST, THE L tTTLE DU Y SHACK9 i GHT HAVE APPEARED REAL i F THE ROOFSHAD NOT BEEN SO CONS ISTENTLY QREEN ITH NO L INES OR BREAKS IN THEM,THE RU wAY w t CN IS 0 ST Y DIRT wITH s 0 ASS , I HT BE CONS IDEREDREAL DESP1TE THE SM L DI TCIIES RUNNI NG ACROSS.
8. NONE

9. A. HONE
B. ONE OUN EMPLACEMENT SEEN AT TOP OF H ILLSIDE.

10 . NONE

11. NOT INVOLVED

12. THE PILOTS AL AOREE THAT OF THE THREE ALT ITUDES FLOWN 1,600 FEETAS THE BEST FOR CE ERA. 0®SERYAT iON. AT 5 0 FEET ONE SEE S TO FLYOvER T00 QUICKLY (ACTUAL SPEED wAS ABOUT 250 .P.H. , wHEREAS FONE IS AS HIOH AS 3,000 FEET THEY FELT THAT ONE M IGHT AS WELL 8EUP AR UND 15 , 000 AND RE SONA LY gAFE, YET ST ILL AeLE TO OB$ERVEAJOR POINTS.

MEN
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. _ECRET

i n Ai g r y
f ee

• t Ci i l i an or l i c . Aouae a
..........

1
. To er, ey concrete

2 , Po er Aous e . :
3. i l , wood ,
. a r urrou ded b s ll -treee c ering ll bldga. '

5. Dr i dge ,6
, Ear r o c Ar e , r

,7 . 9 du - 2
.
6a . '
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and o s pro bl.. At 0935 dov ro I ,000 to 1, 00 te.t wl re
oined f r other P- 9e in attao i 0 9 , 1 T V P s aad 8
8 , l l ai r ol i a n ohe . . e o t do SH s nd I T8 and da

a d 1 PP. Ga e ba o o bas • at , 000 e . t and l end. d a t 10 8 .

. 13 800 m unds SO oal i b er

. . n•
8. s

l . on l i t s Ps o
P . 3 • 1

+ +e 14 1
3 • -

T 8 •. .
TOT L 8 8 8

1. oo

18 . e i e s qa a o a o l d be i h d oo r o r t a o a d l a di g
ae re ne tl as sible. e had altitu e ad a age oa e at aok
and ooes s u o ed i t a s a ot i os . . b aber e d i

t a S s nong l ht pro t s ot i on t c t b. i r o a e at e t ' .

1®

D R I L L D P I L L D R I L L

C O I D S T I A L O O I I D S N T I l L

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

.
. SEC T

O GAITI TIQN HTSTO Y

73 FIG T S f i ,

. P IX 12

YL TI E OF T IS S I3

194

ce ber 1 1:j0

1 4

J nuarv 4c0:
Feb r ,

6 :2C
c :
ril 5 :j5
y i 2 ?5

Ju e 519 : 5
July 7 2: C

.'r g s t 71 :1C
S t e b r 535 5
Oct ot er 393:; 0
ove ber 565: 5
ec enber 47: j TOT 1941 121 :j 0

1 T T 1' 42 ?17 :15

J 57 5 To 1 3 12367:
F b 7 o : 5
. rc 125 : o T 19 35 9 55
. r i l l ( j :5
i ' 9 0S
June 20:?.5 R 'OT 2 :1;
J lY 1G7 :2C .

t Q5o:25
S pt m er lOG :20
tober 1096: 5
ovenber 12 :55
cen er 1445:15

19 4

J nu • 1 4j : 15
Febr u .r - 1?_2j : 4G

r ch 73:

OTE: Nu be r o f l ou s d i Oc t o e r d 3ov b r 1 4 1 no t
i c l u d , ' c a s e no t a i l b l .' SE CRE T

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

i
P :N 1 3

.

. S C

Walt DisneyDrawsInsignia
For Bar Flie Squadron

.

:
. - . .-.-

. - -̀- :
_

,
. .

;

© t ' 1P-

l _

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



T
H

IS
PA

G
E

D
E

C
LA

SS
IF

IE
D

IA
W

E
0

12
9 5

8

.
`

"
.

:
`

,.
- .

.
. .

-̀
+

.
"

l
.

I
'

, w
!

/

.
.

r

'
s

r
.

• -.
-

'
l

/

-
-

-
_ K

w '
o

o
,

y

c
H

.

c
w

b
1

b
- ° z

° z
0

,

.

; •
"%

i
•

. ,
"

-
_

,
•

.
.

J
.

-
'

_
.

:

T
• ,7

-
!

_
_

- „
.

.s

'
-

- _
'

,
•

T
H

IS
PA

G
E

D
E

C
LA

SS
IF

IE
D

IA
W

E
0

12
9 5

8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

1

r

.

c

. r_
_

+
_n •

• I
.

_

::.
' : ,, .

c r: . .. . -
.

c_--
' - '

_ '
'

' "_:_ • . '- _. ,
, ! , `z , ' .. i

[
- - :

,

- - -

,
= 1 s

_
- _
t

- _
. a _ ' -

_ '

, . - - : .
_

t
. c . -

_ _ . . . . c - ' -

.
. .

w .
_. '

. 1

-

4

_r :;
{

,-

.. , ,.,.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958




