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FROM: Commanding Officer 72nd Fighter Squadron

T0 : Commanding General VII Fighter Command, AAT, APO #86.

THRUs Commanding Officer, 21st Fighter Group, AAF, AFO #86.
Squadron Mission 4~1,

21st Fighter Group Missilon 4-1. _
VII Pighter Command Mission Number 77.

Tission Report

1, a. 16 P-51D-20"s
b. 20-25 T/8 and S/E aircraft (Nicks, Tojos, Zekes and Tonys)

21 G Nﬂne .
b. 1 Nick and 2 Tojos destroyed - 1 Tomy probably destroyed.

3, Escort 5-29's - Fisld Order #31.

4. RED ; ELUE CREEN SPLRE
Wej. Spein Maj. Imig Capt. Barker Capt. Russell Capt. Carlyle
Lt, Booher I1t. Decker Lt. Cottle 1t, Skripek Lt, Lane
Capt.. Bregar It. Verren It. Mervitt Lt. Dowds It. Denman
‘Lt., Erickson Lt. Nortom It. Gotwals Lt. ErandenbergerLt. Bradbury
Take Off: 0700 Cver Tergete 1055
Landed: 1432 Left Targets 1105

Sixteen (16) P-51's of the 72né Fighter Squadron airborne at 0700 thence to
Kita rock for rendezvous with navigational superforts. Flights then proceeded
to rendezvous point at 1035 meeting the bomber strsam. Red and Blue flights
tacke¢ on to the left flank, Yellow and Green flights tacked on to the right
flenk. Red laader could not determine the head of the bomber formation so he
tacked on to the second group of bombers &t 15,000 feet with the bombers at 14,0
fest., They then proceeded to the target crec erriving st 1055 and remaining
in the gensral aree to spproximately 1105. 7Thile in the targel &res several
twin and single engine alrcraft were observed making passes on the bomber
formations, these were identified as belng Nicks (two which were painted black)
Tojos, Zekes and Tonys. The cnemy fighters observed did not ssem to be too
aggressive in their attscks, the majority of the attacks prassed home by the
enemy came from the stern end high., Red leeder fired 2 short burst at a single
engine aircraft slightly north of Tokyo Bay that was slightly below him diving
enay. He did not observe hits on the nireraft., The speed of this enemy plane
ssemed to be quite slow, probetly arcund 250 or 275 mph, Red 2 observed ons
Nick meking & pass on one of our aircraft so he pushed over and fired a three
or four second burst closing to 500 feet on the Nick, His hits and results were
unobserved. Thile over the tersct Red 3 oheerved 2 Niek approaching from abeut
one o'clock at 15,000 féet so Red 3 turned sharply into him and fired approx=
imately 300 rounds, ceusing thc right engine to catech fire, Red 3's wing men,
Lt. Erickson, also observed traocers entering the aireraft, plane burning end
the pilot beiling out, This Nick was observed to have a gun firing from the r.
gunners position, Red 4 followed Red 2 throughout this action,

Blue flight stayed at mutual support position with Red flight, A Tojo
came diving to the left cnd through the formation se Blue leader pushed over

0-0-N-F-I=D-E=N-T-I-A-L
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“and to the 1eft and follewed the Tojo, Blue ] and hi n got i
‘,h0,2°bﬁ§§t§°gt;aﬁgxlaa back into formetion; however Blue 4 remained in the
dAva apd, 40 approxinetcly 500 vounds ot the Tojo. He obaserved hiB h_ragcerg
~iag into the Tojo znd then the Tojo started smoking and went into a spin as

Af 1t wore definitely and completely out of centrol. At this time he sew the
plane begin to burn so broke off the nttuck end atiempted to rejoin with his
¢lement leedor. Lbt. Merritt, Blus 3, observed this Tojo burning and smoking
bedly so this plane 1s considered as destroyed., As Blue 3 and 4 started to
rejoin, Blue 3 sew cnother Tojo to the left end pressed home an attack from

about 30 degrees deflection to dead astern closing to about 100 yards, This
aircraft was also aflame ond smoking and is considered as destroyed.

Immediately after this engegement, while still in the target erea, Lt. Merriti,
Blue 3, mede & stern attack on a Tony firing a short burst and leaving it
smoking. This is considered as & probeble,

Yellow and Green flights in formation con the right of the bomber stream
mgintained their position until the bombers made & landfall on the west coast
in Sagemi Bay. At this point the flak on the bomber strecem forced these flights
Lo pull off to the right. The bombsrs proceeded inland north and Yellow and
Green Tlights erossed over to Yokohama, they continued until directly over
Tokyo Herbor. These flights had been forced to proceed well gheed of the bomber
and at best attemptsd to make S turns and supporting turns to compensate for
the difference in spesd, Thesa flights remained over Tokyo Harbor for approx-
imately 10 minutes, cireling end meking supperting turns, Observation on
ohipping showed that there wns & minimum prssent in the harber. These flights
were at an altitude of 16,000 te 17,000 feet and visibility was very good. |
There wes alsec cbserved that thers wss complete ebssnce of frontal attecks from
Jaepenese fighter alreraft, There were a few diving attacks from above the
bombers, These flighte had gone as far as Chiba, Twe airfields were observed
below en two points of land south of Chiba. On one of these fislds there was a
large number of parksd alrcraft. During this time of flight fivs single engine
fighters passed 3,000 feet below, but no attempt was made te sngage. These
flights were fired on from hesvy guns in the vicinity of Chiba, the fire beinp
meeger, low end trailing. At no time did these flights stteck snemy sireraft.
From Chiba they tonk a vector of 133 degrees to thelr rendezvous point gnd
arrived there before the first B-29s essembled sfter hititing their terget, AL
rendezvous pecint submarine was noted cn etation. Yellow and Grsen flights
Joined up with the bombers and returned to base. Red flight snd Blue 1 and 2
returned to base tegsther, but Blus 3 and 4 crrived late at the rendezvous peint
8o they flew beck to bzse on the wing of one of the B-29s, Yellow 3 enc 4
landed immedictely efter take-off, the reason being that landing gsars on beth
planss would not retract,

The sparc flight took off ot 0730 ancd the mein force was quite far out on
course., Ag-te control and Cyclene wers trensmitting DU 2t the seme time, there-
fore Capt. Carlyle could not differentiate between the two so raturned to base
with his flight. Lt. lane, of the spare flight, did not teke off because his
eéngine cut out nn take-off,

AA according tec the cbscrvetions of the pilots of this squadron renged from |
modevate to intense over the target arse. The conceatratien, es observgggfrcm
the left flenk, seemed to be prodicted on tho bomber stream as if it were walkir -
down the stream. From the right fiank the fire secemed tc be meager, low and
trailing, Ceolor of the bursts wes blasek, Ln undetermined rnumber of single
engine airereft was observed gbove the bomber stream flying approximately the
same course, Prosumably these zipereft were dropping aerisl phophorous bombs
@8 bursts wer:s noted; however, most cases were observed wids of the formation.
Red leeder observed one Nick going down in flames et approximately 38 degrees
50 minutes - 13€ degrees 50 minutes, Blue leceder cbserved two Tojos going
C-G*N-F-Ie%fE-N-T-I-&-L
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-0-W-F-I-D-E-H-T-I-i-L '

78D FIGHIER SQUADRON, AAT.

8 April 1945

"ZIGSION REPORT
72D FIGHTER SO".Ix0N HISSION - 4-2

1. 3. 16 P-ElD-EI%,
. None.

2. 4. None,
b. Hone.,

%. D ive bemb & strafe Chichi Jima - VII FC FO i 23.
4. RED- Capt. Carlyle, Lts. Brodbury, Denmon & English.
YELLOV- Lts, Warren, King, Norton & Johnstone.
BLUE- Lts. Dickens, ellace, Ellison & Czoch.
GREEN-vLts. Wolmer,Stuart, Bruner & F/C Ingcolls.

make-offs 0635 Landed: 0825

Sixteen P-51s airvorne at 0635 thence to primary terget, Chichi
Tima. On route these aireraft contacted Dumbo 1 and were told that
their secondary target at Hoho Jima vas ten minutcs ahead of thea,
During hulf of the ftrip the zltitude was 7,500 fect after which they
~limbed to 10,000 feet., During the second contact with Dumbc 1 they
were instructed to fly 348 degrees for 10 minutes which would put ¥
them just on the south end of Chichi Jiwa, The plan of attack for
this mission nad been to send twe flights up on the east side and
two flights on the west side of Chichi Jima in order to coordinate
from 2 directions. The weuather enroute and acar the target orea
showed a complete overcast with base at 5,000 fe.t and top at 8,500,

Upen reaching the target at 0720 at 10,000 feet it was found to
be completuly covered with clouds preventing visual dive boubing
so red leader contacted the dumbe and requested a vector to torget
area $o that bombs cculd be dropped through the overcast. Duabe
used his radar and gave 2 vectir of 340 degrees and netificd the
flights when over the 8 end of Chichi. Bombs were dropped 30 seconds
later at 1052 from 10,000 fuet. Flights were flying 2 tight box
formation ond bombs were cropped in train,

o

5. 2, 10/10 coverage - tops 5,500 feet - buses 5,000 feet.
b. Excellent - Contgcted Brother igate and ceme home cn DU.
€. Unknowm.

7. 16x5001b GP bembs - 1,920 gals zas.
80 HUHU..-.

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-l-T-I=-i-L

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

il ‘ G2 0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-T-A-L . SRS
" 19 pri1 1905

FROM: Commending Officer 72nd Fighter Sguadron

T0 : Commanding General VII Fighter Command, AAF, APO #86.

THRU: Commanding Officer, 21lst Fighter Group, AAF, APO #86.

Squadron Mission 4=5.

21st Fighter Group Mission L-T.
VII Fighter Command Migssion Mumber 4=-126,

Eission Feport

le ae 20 P"’51D-20'5§
b. 20 to 30 S/E and T/E enemy aircraft.

2. a, None.
be Eight (8) Irvings; two (2) unidentified S/E aircraft (possible Nates).

3. Strafing mission (ATSUGI Airfield) - VII FC FO #55.

L+ RED YELLOW EIUE
Lt. Col. Booth Capt. Carlyle Capt. Russell
Lt. Parker It. BErom Lt, Holm
Lt, Decker Lt. Denman Lt. Bell
Lt. Skripek Lt. Bradbury Lt. Brandenberger
GREEN SFERE
Capt. Bregar Lty Varren
Lt. Pendergrass Lt. Allard
o Lt. Stuart Lt. Norton
Lt. Lane Lt. Johnstone
Take Off: 0735 - 0741 ; Over Target: 1115
left Target: 1150 ] Landed: 1439 - 1455

Nineteen P-51s of the 72nd Fighter Squedron and one from the 46th Fighter
Squadron (which Lt. Col. Booth was flying) airborne at 0741 thence to remdez-
vous at 0815 and on course to target, reaching initial point, Mt. Fuji, at
12,000 feet at 1105+ The squadron turned on course to target, Atsugl 4irfield,
arriving slightly north of there at 1115 at 6,000 feet. During this period
six aircraft aborted making a total of thirteen aireraft from the 72nd over

“ “fHe  tafEet v~ TREMY Eirefaft wére observed airborne so tHE BUUNAFE"AIA-fOB—-t T
strefe the airfield as plaaned.
Red flight observed two Irvings flying west at 3,000 feet so peeled off
and made a pass from the stern. Red lsader fired a burst, knocked out the
tail gunner who was firing back, sterted the left engine smoking badly and
pulled over the aircraft. Red 3 also came in from the rear and fired into
 the Irvings He saw his hits going into the fuselage and canopy and at this .
‘s time observed both Bhyints eMSTing with reddish smoke pitridg Prem et et - ¢
" nacelle. Red L fired bursts and hit the left wing. Both Red 3 and 4 saw

this Irving crash and burn. Red 2 was, following about 100 yards behind Red

leader so fired on the Irving on the right, hits were observed and the Irving

was seen smoking by Red 2. Red 3 and 4 pulled over and down and also fired

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-4A-L
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.‘ C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L .
- v 2D PIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION #4-5 (con't)

on this same Irving, clesing all the way. Last seen this plane was observed by
all three to be heooding downward at about 1,000 feet, flaming and smoking
badly. These two planes arc ecnsidered destroyed. (Sce personal statements of
Lt. Col. Booth, Lt. Parker, Lt. Skripek and Lt. Allard) After this engagement
the slement beocame ssperated from red leader and his wing man so red leader
started for the rally point but observed 6-7 twin engine aireraft on a field
8lightly north and sast of Atsugi Airfield close together in a staggered for-
mation. Red leader strafed these aircraft and saw hits going into 4=5 of them.
Red 1 and 2 continusd south and strafed numerous two story barracks on the outer
frinze of Yokohamz, towers with personnel in them just west of Yokosuka, an
apparent flak ship off Yokosuka air base and refueling piers out in the water.
Thenece to rally point at 1200, after requesting and receiving DU from one of
the B-29s. After red 3 and § became scperated from red leader they climbed to
2,500 feet and orbited. They saw a bogey (possibly Irving) with two P=51s on
his tail traveling south. The bogey was at 1,000 feet with the P-513 closing
in from above at a great distance. Red 3 didn't think that the friendly planes
would be zble to close fast enough to get the bogey so he pushed over and fired
a burst coming from twelve o'clocks His hits were not observed. Red L did not
follow his element lcadcr as the two P-51s were closing too fast 5o resjoined
with red 3 when he pulled up at 5,000 feet. The element flew over the Tokyo
and Yokohema arcas, changing course and altitude duc to heavy, intensc a4 fire,
and out to the rally point at 1150 Joined Cyclone Baker on course and returned
to bases

When red leader gave the order to go after the enemy aircraft blue flight,
which consisted of blue 1 and 2 and Lt. Coons of the 46th Squadron, attacked
a flight of four Irvings which was bensath at about 2,000 feet making a pass
from eight to six o'clocks Elue lesader fired a five second burst at tho number
four plane, closing 21l the way and maw the right engine explode and the plene
flip over on its back and go down. Blue leader opened fire from approximately
500 feets Bluec 2 confirms the above and Lt. Coons, of the 46th Squeadron,
verifies thet this Irving crashed into the ground. On this pess blue 2 firecd
upon the number 2 enemy airecrafts This Irvings right engine also exploded, he
flipped over and crashed into the ground csusing a thick bluish smoke. Thiéis is
verified by blues leader. Blue leader and his wing men continued after the
number three Irving in the formation who had turned to the right. Hits were
observed by both pilots and the Irving made a belly landing north and east of
Atsugi. This pleanc was strafed whilo on the ground and it burst into flames.
This plane is considered destroyed with blue ) and 2 sharing in the kill. Blue
1 verifies that Lt. Coons shot down the number one enemy planc in the formation
- ~ making & total of four enemy aircraft attacked and four enemy plenes
destroyeds (See personal statcment of Capt, Russell, Lte Brandenberger and Lte
Goong) Lts Coons becamo scperated from the flight after this actions Blue 1 and
2 after this strafed industrial arcas and barxacks wost of Tokyo, and a flak
ship in the bay off Yokesuka, continued down +the bay through the channel at
4,000 feet and back to *ally pointe

After receiving the order from red lezder 4o attack airborme aireraft yellow
flight continued to fly on course past the target arca at 4,000 foot, and
above the c¢loud layere It ceame into the open at 3,000 feet at a point 10 miles
wost of Tokyos Located hore wore eight smell eirfields each about one mile
squeres (n each of these fields 4 or 5 trainimg airplanes were observed. Bogies
were seen at 3 o'clock end the formation turned right, heading south. As the
turn was completed an Irving appeared at 9 o'eclock and yellow 1 and 2 turned
quieckly to make @ passs Speed czused them to overrun but the right engine was

C=0-N-FaT~DeE-N~T= T A-L
(2)
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G OwNaFoT=DoE-NoTa In A=L .
72D FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION #4-5 (eon't)

burning. Yellow 3 and L ceme in and both fired long bursts and the enemy aircraft
hit the ground. This planc is a kill shared by Yellow 3 and 4. (See personal
statements of Lte. Denman and Lte Bredbury). Vhile attacking this aircraft, 4/V
was observed by this flight, ifter reforming, Yellow 1 spotted one single-place
single-engine, low~wing moncplone and he fired until it was afirc and was seen to
hit the ground. This plane destroycd by Ysllow leader. (3ce perscnel statement
of Capt. Carlyle)., Pulling up, another similiar type aireraft was sighted.
Yellow 1 fired at it and overran. Yellow 2 fired and set it afire with flams
shooting from cockpit to teil. Yellow lesder sew this airplane burning bedly
andin approximately a 70 dezree dive. This planc destroyed by Yellow 2. (Sec
personal statement of Lt. Brown)e £t this point Yellow 1, 3 and 4 ran out of
amminitions The flight turned and flew north for threc or four minutes at an
altitude of 3,000 feets At 3 o'clock and at 6,000 feet six Irvings were sightede.
The flight turned and flew south and passed three Tojo's flying at 2,000 feet
from west to cast. At this point the flight was fired on from guns, the fire
being of a barrege type which bracketed the flight.The bursts were inaccuratc.
At 3,000 feet the flight flew toward the rally point and northwest of Kawasaki
where they were fired on by 4/W. Yellow lcader brought the flight down torthe
deck and before reaching Tokyo Bay, flew between smoke stocks of an industrial
area believed to be in Kawaseki. <8 the flight reeched the Eay, large shell
fire was cbserved to explode in the Bay. Yellow 3 observed a light carrier
with aireraft aboard, at the mouth of Tokyo Bay. From here the flight flew to
the rally point and joined the navigational 3729'5.

ilhen the group leader gave the order to attack airborne eircraft, Groen
flight flew to a point northoast of the torget erca. Three Irvings were sighted
et 3 o'elock end at an altitudc of 1500 feet in formatione. The enmemy aircraft
apparently did not see Green flighte. Green 1 attacked and fired around 500
rounds. Farts were sven %o fly off onc of the engines and smoke streamed from
the rear. Green § saw the aircreft explode as it hit the ground. Plane shot
down by Green leader. (Sce personal stetement of Capt. Bregar). Green 3
ettacked a second plane of the enamy formation and tracers were seen to g0
into it between the loft engine and the fuselage. Fire shot from the naéeclle
and the plane made a quick, sherp turn to the left. Green l verifies the fire
coming from Green 3's bogie. (See personal statement of Lt. Stuart). Green
attacked the third aireraft. The range was extreme but tracers were soen to
penctrate the airplanc. Grecn 4 broks off without farther observation to avoid
loosing contact with his flight. From here the flight rejoined and flew to the
southwest corner of Yokohama. Four P-51's were gcen strafing an industrial area.
At this point Groen loader sterted to go down to attack an Irving and saw four
P-51's of this squadron meking a pass on it. On the return to the rally point,
while passing ovor Yokohama at 7,000 feet, Green f\ligh‘b was fired on by guns,
meager to moderate, some bursts high and forward apnd some correct at altitude
but trailing. Yokosuks air-base was observed and no aireraft were seen on the
fields Green flight returnocd to rally point end joined navigetional B-29's.

44 over Tolyo, Yokohama and Yolwosuka ereas, intensc and accurate at 5,000
fects Red leader observed black puffs at 1,000 feot south of Yokohamae

5e ae Over target, low clouds at 3,000 fcet, high clouds at 16,000 feete
Very hazy. Visibility 3 to 4 miles.
be Excellen’h

6s 4=5 T/E aircraft possibly damaged,

CmOnli=FuTeDE~NT .. jel
(3) ;
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C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

72D FIGHTER SQUADRQN .SION #-5 (cont') . ' :
T« 11,230 rounds of .50 cal. amo. 5,810 gals. of gas.

8. Fnemy planes cncountered con this mission were definitely not aggressive, and
evasive tactiecs consisted merely of turning to either the right or the left.
Possible flak ship observed moored in the Eay off Yokosuka. This ship was app-
roximately 100 feet lonz and had two masts aprroximately 30 feet high. No
radar scroens werc obscrved. Three guns of undetermined type were observed
firing from the inside. One small aireraft carrier chserved as set forth in
narrative above.

Recommend that B-29's give distance and dircetion of air-sea rescue facilitics
on the helf hour and when flights pess over the rescue pointa.

1T. COL. EIMER E. BOOTH, 0-396363:

The mission was flown as briefed up to the point where the 72nd wes to maks
a 90 degrec turn and start their strafing run. At this time I noticed betwsen
20 and 25 encmy airecraft airborne. I called the squadron and told them to
forget about the strafing run and go after the airborne aircraft. I spotted
two Irvings west of us =nd took out aftar them. They were flying in close
formation, the wing man on the left side of the leading plens. I started
firing on the Irving on the left, knoeldng out the tail gunner, and kept on
firing until T ovérren him. 48 T pulled away, the left engine was smoking and
it started in a slight dive,

I noticed six or seven two cngine sircraft on a small eirstrip below and
ghead of me. I started strafing them at aprroximately 1000 feet, but due to
return fire I broke off et 500 feet. I noticed hits in and around the first
four aircraft. From this point on, we went down to the deck and strafed
segveral barracks.

28D LT. H4RRISON V. PAREER, 0-205982):

I was flying number 2 position in L. Col. Booth's flight. Ve arrived
at the point we were to stert out strafing run when two twin-engine fighters
were sighted in formation at sbout 2,000 feet altitudo. Lt. Col. Booth eand I
begen the pass with the clement close behind us. Lt. Col. Booth fired at the
planc on the left. I fired a good burst at sbout 10 degres defledtion at the
plene on the right setting it on fire. I observed black smoke streaming from
this plane and the one Lt. Col. Booth fired at, When I la=st sew this plene it
was flaming and smoking bedly, going down at 1,000 feet. Red 3 and L fired at
this plane 2s I pulled over it.

2ND LT. JOHX E. SKRITEK, 0-820659:

'l_’he mission was flown as bricfed up to the point where the squadron we were
flying with was to turn on it's strafing run. I was flying Lt. Col. Booth's
eloment 28 Red 3, on a course of about 65 degrees ~hen two twin-engine fighters
believed to be Irvings, were spotted at 3 e'cloek, low sbout 2,000 feet, on &
course of ebout 270 degrees. .. pass was sterted at this point with Lt. Col,
Eooth and his wing men, Lt. Prrkor, coming in from tho right and Lt. illerd,
my wing men, end I coming in about 100 yards behind the flight leeder and at
2 10 to 20 degrec deflection from the left. Lt. Col. Booth fired at the trailing
ship on the left of the two ship formetion and. Lt. Perker fired et the lecder
on the right. I observed Lt. Col. Booth's hits going into the targst end vhen
e pulled off, the loft engine wos trailing sewke end fire, and Tight engine

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N~T-I-4-L
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T2D FIGHTER SQUADRON h‘ION #4-5 (cont') .

gmoked and the plane started a slow gradual let-down to the left. Lt. Parker's
target also trailed smoke and fire when he pulled off, and immediately my wing
man and I started to fire. Dus %o our sesition, both planes were in our line of
flight and I observed hitec in his left wing, fuselage, canopy and right engine.
I closed down to nlmost 20 yards and commenced firing the rest of the pass on the
plene at the right, the leader, and observed hits in his left wing and nose
section end fuselage., Lt. Allard's hits on the ship on the left were in his
right wing and engine. The leaders ship was hit in the wings and fuselage.

Jhen we pulled off the leader's ship was seen going down at 1,000 feet and the
one on the left dove into the ground and exploded and spreasd fire for some 300
yards.

2HD LT. ALBERT J. ALLARD, 0-714838;

On April 19, 1945 I was flying Red 4 in Lt. Col. Booth's flight. The
missicn was to strafe Atsugi airfield. Just before reaching the target, bogies
were sighted and we were told to attack. Ve were heading east at the time.

Lt. Col. Booth attacked a flight of two twin-engine fighters heading west. I
followed Red 3 as he was to make a pass on the plane to ‘the right., Being too
close to Red 3, I made a wing-over and took the Jap plane on the left. I fired
a long burst almost dead astern. When I laft it, red flame was coming out of
the left engine and smoking badly. I believe I made strikes on the left wing
and fuselage. I then glid to the right and fired on that enemy plane. fhen I
left it, the plane wes smoking badly and in a steep dive heading for the ground.
When I left the plane on the right I did a high wing-over end noticed the plane
thet had been on the left crashing into the ground spreading fire for about

300 feet.

CAPT. HOWARD L. RUSSELL, O0-797720:

1 arrived at Fujiyama at 1055 in a box formation with the rest of the squadron.
At Fujiyoma I turned to a 60 degree vector, dropped belly tanks and flew for
approximately 10 winutes. We sighted a turf airfield ond a few flights of
Irvings. The group commander called for an attack on these airborne planes and
I saw Green flight pull off snd attack a flight, dovming ome. At Kita I had
called for a replacement for my numbers 2 and 3 men who had returned to base.
Lt. Coons of the 46th Sguadron joined me meking my flight a composition of threas
planes. T pulled off after Green flight and hit a flight of four Irvings that
were directly beneath Green flight, I fired a 5 second burst into the number
4 man and flamed his right engine causing him to burn and flip over on his back.
As this plane was at an altitude bslow 1,000 feet, T ¢laim this as destroyed.
I next moved up on number 1 man in the flight, firing from 8 to 6 o'eclock and
observing hits. I did not see this plene crach st this time, but Lt. Coons
contijued after him scoring hits. I think thie airplane was the one I saw belly
land later in a field after being fired on by Lt. Coons, Lt. Brandenberger,
I observed, wus firing at the number 2 man in the flight scoring hits. I fired
a ghort burst and observed no hits, but at this time I saw the right engine
explode and the plane {lipped over and crashsd, exploding on contact with the
ground, Lt. Brandenberger and myself next attacked the number 3 man scoring
hits. I observed this plane crash into a belly landing in an open field. I
strafed this airplane after it landed. Lt. Brandemberger saw this plane burn.

2ND LT. HORACE R. BRANDENPERGER, 0-7108646:

I was "Golfball Blue #2" flying Capt. Russell's wing. We arrived at
Fujiyama mountain at 1065, From here we turned to the right proceeding to the
point where we werc to start our strafing run on the airfield., At this time
approximately 12 Irvings were spotted below us. Capt. Russell and I and
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72D FICHTER SQUADRCN M ON #4-5 (cont')

" threc passes, firing moderats bursts from a deflsction of 20 to 30 degress. As
I broke away from my third pass, I saw Lt. Denman also breaking off a puss and
the Irving crashing in a plowed fisld, heading upproximately north-west. Lt.
Denman and myself sach elaim half of the destroyed sireraft. 4s I joined the
flight a few seconds later, Capt. Carlyls was making a pass on on orange onemy
aircraft. As he broke awey, I saw the aircraft start burning and dive for the
ground from about 700 feat, It exploded in the backyard of a house facing a
PﬂWd !'Oad.

CAPT. JAKES H. CARLYLE, 0-730375:

We were ot 3,000 feat about 10 miles west of Tokyo on o vector of 60 degrees
when bogies were called in ot 3 co'clock.. We turned right dropning in trail
behind Lt. Col. Booth's flight. At this time wo saw an Irving at 9 o'clock and
turned into him. Upon sesing ue the enemy aireraft dived to the greound. Ly
wing man, Lt. Brown, and I chased him and I firsd, flaming his right cngine. Wo
overran and my element leader, Lt. Denman and his wing mun, Lt. Bradbury, dowve
in and firsd, knocking the plane down. It hit the ground 4nd exploded. I con-
firm this @s a kill for Lt. Denman and Lt. Bradbury.

I ther observed a sinple-seat low wing nlans with fixed landing peur directly
in front of me. I closed firing and saw it smoke aa I overran it, After turning
I saw the plane spinning down aflame. It hit the ground and exploded. Ky wing-
man observed the hits and saw the 2lane erash and explode. I claim this as a
kill., We then sighted another plane of the samz tyse at 2 o'elock fairly close.
I fired a short burst and my puns stopped. As I passed the plane I saw my wing-
man's tracers strike the fuselage and the »nlesne burst into flames et ths cockpit.
When I looked back I ssw the plane in approximately a 70 degrev diwe at 1,000
feet, with the entire fuselage on fire. I confirm this as a kill for Lt. Brown.

20D LT, HOWARD C. BROWN, 0-B29815:

On April 19, 1945 while flying wing man for Capt, Carlyle west of Yokohama we
made an attack on a single place, fixed lending gear, low-wing monoplane - either
an obsolescent or a training plane. I obeerved Capt. Carlyle gotting hits on
this plane and when I passed over it I observed the pilot slumped ower the stick,
apparently dead. I thon saw the plans cateh fire, spin, crash into the ground
and explode. I confirm this plane was destroysd by Capt. Carlyle. BShortly there-
after we sighted anothur plane of the same ty»e nt 2 o'clock. Capt. Carlyle
joined me and fired on it owerrunning it. The plane thern was directly in front
of me. He executed & snap roll end as he came cut of the roll I opened fire at
very short range. As 1 overran the plane, Capt. Carlyle said he cbserved the plane
burst into flames and go down in a 70 degree dive at 1,000 feet. I claim this
enemy aircralt as destroyed,

CAPT. ADOLPH J. BREGAR, 0-794183:

At 1110 weost of Yokohama while om a strafing mission on Atsugi, we spotted
three Irvings at about 1,800 foet., Popsys 1 called to forget the airfield and
get the airborne aircraft. 1 turnsd off with my flight and started after one
of the Irvings. I began firing when I was ebout 1200 to 1500 fect off the Irving
and closed to about 700 feet, firing about E0D rounds. 1 noticed my tracers going
into the right engine of the Irving and also noticed pieces flying from the engine.
Then the engine started smoking, This wae seen by Lt. Pendergrass, my wingmen,
I then pullsd up end turned over %o come down after another Irving and I saw
tracers and at least two of the 72nd planes after the aircraft, so I pullsd off.
My number 4 man sew the aircraft that I attacked crash into the ground.
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78D FIGETER SQUADRON, AAF.

APO 3B6
20 April 1945
MISSIQN REPORT

72D FIGHTER SQUADROW MISSION + 4-6

1. a« 11 pP-51D-20s.
b, None.

i

2. 2. None.
b. Hone.

Z. D ive bomb & strafe - YII FC FO { 53,

7

(¥

4. RED- Capt. Barker, Lts. Roberts, Bell & ¥lipp.
VELLOW- Capt. lferrict, Lts. Robinson, Ellison & Holm.
BLUE- Lts. D owds, Stevens, Brumer & C.E. Jones.

Take-off: 1300 Landed; 1445

Eleven P-5ls of the 72d Fighter Squadron airborne at 1300 thence
sn course reaching Haha Jima at 1345, They flew up the E const of
faha thence on course to Chichi Jimo reaching there at 1400, During
this time the flight was at an altitude of 12,000 fect. Chichl was
closed in southe fiight returned te Haoha Jima which was olso closed
in, but with an ocassioncl hole in the clouds. The flight let dowm
to 11,000 feet while returning from Chichi to Hahao.

Red leader found a hole over grid 365 and made o dive bombing
run from N to SE from 11,000 feut znd pulled cut ot 7,000 feet. The
bomb hits can not be pin pointed due to the 10/10 coverage. During
the bombing run red flight flew a lcosc four ship formation and upon
completion of the run they retired to the E, flcw down the E coast,
and reforzed SE of the island. Red leader used DU from 15 miles off
Haha to Kita Rock. Vhile enrcute to target red flight observed 2
friendly DD 75 miles off Iwo on course. Red flight landed at 1445,

vollow leader followed rec flight until the return to Haha Jima.
hen red leader storted his bombing run yellow lender orbited to the
left and found on opening over Yomu Point. Yellow leader had let down
to 9,000 feet ond made 2 bumbing run from that altitude pulling out
at 5,000 fect. This bombing run wos made from NE to S and the bembs
are thought to have hit in 402-B, 402-C and 414-X. Upon completing
the bombing run yellow flight orbited to the left, flew cowm the B
coast, and reformed S of the islond. Yellow locder picked up DU when
ro¢ leacer called for it and used it until Kita wos sighied. On the
return trip yellow fligh® observed & DD and o PEBY 30 miles frowm Two
on course ond @ 7TBF near Xita’at their altitude of 1,500 feet.
Yellow flignt londed at 1200.

on toke off biue leader struck 2o hole in the runway causing his
plane to swerve violently to the left for approximately 100 yards.,
Due to this fact he did not tuke off with his flight due to prokable
damage to his londing geor. Blue 3 thus moved up as blue leader making
three planes in this flight, Blue flignt stayed with red and yellow
£lights until ordered by red leader to mcke their bombing run through
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