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FREFTX TO SECTTON TEFORTS

The long history of the 6th Squadron, dating back to 1917, fails to re-
veal a time when the situation was more uncertain and the future more indef-
iﬁita. After being stationed in the Islands for some 27 years, the oppor-
tunity to go into combat areas was warmly welcomed by the squadron, but dis-
appeared as the strategical situation in the forward area changed. After
this great and real disappointment, and a further period of operation in a
half-packed condition, the Squadron was moved from JOHN RODGERS IAS to
KIPAFA AIR FIELD, to f£ind this situation: no quarters for the enlisted men,
very dirty and poorly maintained quarters for the officers, no mess-hall,
and many of the operating shacks in run-dovn condition. It has been nec~
essary for the majority of the enlisted men to be quartered in temis at
WHEELER FIELD, messing there, and carrying on their work in between, commut-
ing back and forth for mess and sleep.

Tmderlying the efféct of the above conditions, is the fact that the
majority of the organization has been overseas for two years or more, some
as long as 82 months, and without the stimulus of combat action, or prospect
of seme, the main thought of most, and understandably so, is to ¥get back
home". Under the present system of furloughs and rotation, as worked out in
practice, this prospect seems rather remote. After that length of time
"guarding the pineapples", interest, efficiency and ambition are understand-
ably lessened, and the manifestations are evident to the observer,

Considering the above factors, morale is excellent, but in relation to
that which prevailed when the outfit was on the alert, is noticeably poorer,
The main desire and objective is to win the war and get home, but it is hard,
to maintain such at a satisfactory level due %o factors menticned above. AlLL
realize that whatever is ordered, is with the specific object of furthering

the war effort, and despite the difficulties and disappointments encountered,
of which the 6th seems to have had more than its share, carry on toward the

atbtaining of that goal.
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that it was practically impossible for him to get back on the Island.
Tpracers surrounded him, Finally he found a hole in the firing and landed.

On the evening of October 23rd LT. THORSON was scrambled in a P-61 ab
2125, The usual unidentified plane, which turned out to be friendly, was
identified by LT, THORSON and he returned to base at 2152,

LT. HANSEN took the UC-78 on an Inter-Island flight to HILO on October
25th.

CAPTATN KEENE went on an Inter-Island flight to Holokai on October 12th
in the UC-78 and before the day was over he had everyone guessing as to just
what island he had gone. Finally it was discovered that he had landed at
a little used field on the north side of the Island of HAWAIL.

" COL. BECEWITH, CO of the 15th Fighter Group, borrowed one of our F-(ls
to make an Inter-Island flight to HILO on the 19th of October.

The Air Inspector of VII Fighter Command conducted an inspection of the
Squadron on October 2hth., After all units were thoroughly inspected, it was
found that the 6th Squadron was in very good condition.

There was very little gunnery during the month due to lack of aircrafi,
but a few missions were flown. The F-L7s and P-Gls were used on a ground
gummery mission on Ocpober 9th. 676 rounds of 20 MM and E0O rounds of 50
caliber were fired into the water at a slick. Aerial Cunnery was conducted
on Cetober 16th with two P-6ls. 100 rounds of 20 M was fired with a low
percentage of hits. There were also two missions of Aerial Gunnery on Octe—
ber 26th. 036 rounds of 20 il were expended using P-6ls, The target was
lost, so no score could be established.

LT, NAGLE has been off flying status most of the month; due to disci-
plinary action, for infraction of flying rules,

The 9th Hadar Calibration Detachment, which has been attached %o the
&th, departed from us on the first of the month. Lveryone concerned was

very thankful,
Sl w
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Following is a list of the tetal number and type of missions flown

for the month of October:

Aerial Cunnery 22 Fighter Searchlight 0
Dive Bombing 0 Aerobatics 8
Skip Bombing 18] Altitude (15,000' or over) 21
Ground Cunnery 8 Interception 81
Instrument Flying 25 Individual Conmbat 0
Transitional Flights i Other Flights 253
Night Flying (Other than 8/L) 5h TOTAL L73

Following is time flown and type:

Tactical Time 3:20/ 5 missions

Other Time 313:45/468 missions

TOTALS :
TATERIEL:

~ Table of Organization and kquipment, No. 1-67, dated 2l ¥ay 19ll, in-

cluded with changes Nos. 1 and 2 respectively, is in effect at present. Due
to division of the squadron into two seperate units, operating in different
geographical locations, difficulties have been encountered in supplying both
units with supplies and equipment required for the maintenance and operation
of aircraft, increased in mumber above that authorized in present T/0 & E,
assigned to both units of the squadron. Present 7/0 & E contains provisions
and authorization for twelve (12) twin-engine fighter aircraft and equipment
for same., At present this sguadron maintains, and operates a total of Seven-
teen (17) miscellanecus aircraft, distributed between Detachments Wos. 1 and
2 respectively.

To the best knowledge and belief, it is a recognized fact by higher
authorities that this squadron has maintained and operated a greater variety
of type aircraft than any other one sguadron on this island.,

Due to the various type of aircraft assigned to this squadron it has

been found that the needs for supplies and equipment regquired to maintain and
operate such aircraft, exceed at all times such allowances as are authorized

in present T/0 & E and 0.E.L.
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Steps have been taken to remedy the sbove. A gpecial list of equip-

ment required by Detachments lNes. 1 and 2 of this squadron has been sub-
mitted to A=ly Office of VII Fighter Command, which office also has prepar-
ed requisitions on the varicus services, covering requirements for both
units.

Regarding preparations for a movement into a combat area, it may be
said that the sguadronm has at various times packed its equipment and sup-
plies, preperatory to moving somewhere, but so far the farthest that it has
traveled was,.. to the docks and ships at Pearl Harbor. The only combab
area that this outfit has experienced thus far is the KIPAPA AHEA, ﬁght.ing‘
mosquitoes.

Supplies for the squadron are requisitioned on the following Services,
through proper supply agencies: Air Corps, Signal Corps, Engineer Corps,
Quartermaster Corps, Ordnance Corps, ledical Corps and Chemical Warfare Ser—
vice. Requisitions for supplies are submitted through the local DP Office
at present. Due to the fact that it is necessary to obtain supplies from
the local Sub-Depots through IF Control Office at WHEELER FIELD and the
local DP Warehouse, undue delay and waste of time is involved.

Upon receipt of new planes it has been found that the supply of parts
at the local Sub-Iepot is limited.

Squadron Supply procedure as oubtlined in VII Fighter Command llemo No.
65=l; dated 18 September 19Ll, has been adopted and is in effect; although
such proc;dnre has been in effect in this squadron for approximately nine
months prior to the publication of the above mentioned directive.

One of the major problems encountered by this section was the condition
of the buildings found here at KIPAFA in the area assigned to this sgquadron.
Organizations occupying this area prior to our arrival were, as is evident,

not required to properly maintain buildings used, nor were they reqmired to

AP
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He was enrolled the first of October. The qlass is finished the fourth of

lovember. Uvon completion of the fundamental course, he will be sent to an
advanced course of Radar at HICKAM FIELD. The period of the advanced course
at present is undetermined.

In the absence of LT. BIRG, LT. KELLEY, has been acting as Commmications
officer and doing a fine job of it. He is an‘asset to the section, helping
in. many 'ﬁ;ays... such as tracing circuits in the airplanes, experimenting
with different types of antemnas to better the reception, ete. The section
feels LT. EELLEY is a very good leader and a great morale builder.

Ten new men were assigned to the section during the month. Six trans-
ferred to the Detachment at AP0 #2lly and four remained with us hereat AFO
#953, The SSN of the four men assigned to the &th here is 759 Radio lech-
anic ONS. Three men are assigned to flights working on the line, while one
man is temporarily operating the switchboard.

S/Sgt. RUDY and Pfe. SHOPEL are at present attending a swimming instruc-
tor's school at HICKAM FIELD. The length of the course is sbout 12 days.

From the beginning of the month until about the 20th, Radio Mechanics
were busy checkiing new aircraft assigned to the squadron, Five new P-Gls
were assipgned during' the month, and acceptance inspections had to be mad;.
That includes removing radios, tuning radios, installing radios, installing
headsets and microphones, checlding the radioc compass, checking the range
receivers and contactor clocks., Around the 15th of the month, three airplanes
were bransferred to the Detachment, and again frequencies had to be changed
and a general imspection of all Signal Corps Equipment installed in the air-
craft was made,

iihen the order came to move from JOHN RODGERS, ':H:. allowed us only 36
hours in which to accomplish this end. Test benches for radio sets had %o

be set up, disassembled, and unpacked and packed for moving.

- 11 =
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The svitchboard had to be discomnected, including the removal of all tele-

phones in the various buildings. Idights, AC wire, and auwxiliary povwer supply
which were installed by the squadron linemen had to be removed, All in all,
everybody was kept very busy and the commnication section was moved in re-
cord time.

The Communication Chief kept busy trying to get us moved in time, and
also getting things ready for operation at KIPAPA. First the ground station
(SCR#522) had to be set up in order to have commmnication with the controller.
After it was secure, the switchboard came next; then the lights which took
appraximately 5,000 feet of AC wire, The wiring of the buildings tock four
days, and was a tough one..., since the area at KIPAPA was in really very
poor condition,

Signal Center personnel had their normal duties of operating the awitch-
board and teletype. The switchboard st present seems to be a problem. No
dial trunks are available and in order to reach posts off the field it takes
as many as féur different switchboards before reaching the party.

FATAR:

Since the sguadron has not been operational there is very little to re-
port from the work shop. Ripping the roof off the Hadar Shack was one of the
first jobs after the move to KIPAPA. This was done to construct a perch for
the Hadar Anterma, or M"egg-beater", as so many of the men have nick-named it.

Now that TT. HANSBUHG has left to join the Detachment, LT. REYNOLDS has
taken over the running of the section. While LT. HANSBURG will always be
missed, his absence will reallygbe felt once we start pulling alerts again
and the Radar ‘gremlins" start popping our equipment. How those "gremlins"
respected him]

While living conditions are not nearly as ideal as those at JOHN RODGERS,

this section has far mere room in which to work. Operaticn of test Radar

i
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Equipment has been remarkably improved. That is the important thing.
AREAEENT, ORDHANCES

The month of October found this section again cn the move, This time
to return to KIPAFA FIELD, the former base of this squadron over a period
of 16 months, The line quarters of the Armament Section were in extremely
poor condition with all side walls and screening missing, not to include a
leaking roof. The area in general was most unkempt and considera.ble work
was involved to present an orderly appearance and neatiness this section
attempts to maintain, Requisitions for material for repairing the build-
ings were placed, but as yet no action has been forthcoming., Due to the
movement,; the squadron was relieved of pulling night alerts... another
Tight Fighter Squadron (5L8th & 5Li9th) taking our place. It is indefinite
when we will again be scheduled for the same.

An Adapter to be used in conjunction with the Navy Bureau of (Ordnance
Bore Sight Kit in boresighting the gun sight aiming point camera on the P=-61
was designed by S5gt. W,T. MURPHY, of this section and constructed by H.A.D.
As no provisions had been given any consideration for aligning the camera in
the P-61 previous to this time, the Adapter, along with an explanation in
letter form, was forwarded to the Commanding General in the hope of assist-
ing other squadrons in this procedure. Also under construction at present
is a leveling bar permitting easier and more accurate readings when bore-
sighting P-61 aircraft.

llew Reticle Assemblies have been received and installed in all Cun-
Sights in the P-61l aircraft. This new Reticle Assembly has corrected many
faults as noted by this section, and previously submitted in the form of
Unsatisfactory Reports.

Sgt. W.T. MURPHY, has been placed in charge of the Gunnery Section, re-
placing Sgt. JEVELL, who is being reassigned to another outfit.

-13 -
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Sgt. MURPHY has set up his laboratory in the dugout formerly used by the

Operations Section. As soon as all requisitions have been receiv_ed, the
Fnotogfaphic Section should be well equipped to handle film processing and
developing.

T/Sgte L. SCHWARTZ is at present working on a machine to facilitate the
painting of the armunition (Cal. 50) for Gumnery lissions. It should speed
up the painting and distribute a more even coating of paint, As soon as a
working model is completed and given a thorough test, reports will be sub-
ritted,

During the month this squadron received seven P=6ls. Their arrival and
acceptance involved the making of minor modifications, installation of Flash
Hiders and checking of turret installations. In the course of pre-flighting
the electrical system it was discovered that the gun heater switch was mark-
ed MALL GUNSM", This caused a mistaken impression that subject swiich was
the "ALL GUNS CIRCUIT BREAKERM rendering confusion when pre-flight revealed
the guns worked independently of the subject switch. The switeh markings
have been changed %o prevent any further misunderstahding.

A squadron party, the first in many momths, weés held on Cctober 1lst and
proved to be the start of arrangements for holding them abt frequent inter-
vals. On October 15th, the Armament, Ordnance Sections held a party at the
Officer's Beach House to bit Alcha to the men leaving. (One man left on re~
assigmment, the other on furleough) These section parties have proven a
great factor in cemembting a closer understanding and cooperation between the
men in the section. This section has also organized a ball team and have
emerged victorious in their encounters with a team composed of the Officers,
XEDICS:

There were no changes in the ledical personnel during themonth,

Sgt. J.S5. BOGDAN admitted T_.o TRIPLER GENERAL HOSPITAL as of October lst.
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