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. _ . a. ___ _   : ;
Qrgani.?at

ional History, bth Night righter Squadron, VII Fighter Co 
ma nd, Sev ent ii Xi r r,or ce , Army Ai r   'or ce s , i'ac i f i c Oc ean Are a s , Ar o #953 .

1 Sept ember 19  - 30 Sept ember 19l lt

1. Date of arriyal and depaxture fro:n each atation occupied in this theatre:

On 6th S©ptenber lst Lts, Brunette, Fort, Beyl, Baldsqin, and.2nd Lts.
Grantham and Brawn  tere transfered to 15th Fighter Group AAF. These Cff-
i c er s we re s i ngl e en gi ne P- 47 f i ght er pi l ot s an d a r e not t r a i n ed f or coa  -
b at dut y wi t h t he s qua dr on 's t vri n e ngi ne P- bl  'Bl a ck  ̀ri doW ' Pli ght Fi g,ht e r .
Tha t be i.ng t he re as on f or t he i r t r ans f er .

2nd Lt. Arthur B. Hansen tran sfered from duty with squadron detach-
ment at Saipan to duty Rith organization, as of 7th September.

On 9t h Sept ember f i v e 2nd ht s and f i ve Fl i gh t Of f i ce r s , ;ta dar C  s er -
v er s , ti}rer e a s s i gned t o t he s quadr on f or f l i ght t r a ; n? ng as P- bl r epl ace = - __m+ent crevrs , and ::er e i mme di at e l ,p t r ans f e re d t o t he s quadr on det achment at
Sai pan . TtiYO of t he F/ Os wer e t r ansf e re d as of Sept ember 12 t h .

The f ol l owi ng rnen were s us pec t e d of be i ng unf i t f or c omba t dut y a.nd
f a i l ed t o pas s a r i gi d plzy s i cal e cami nat i on, be i ng t he re as on f or t he i r
transfer:

On 4 5eptember, one Tech. Sgt., one Staff Sgt., 3 Sgts.  ttiTO Cpls,,
one F'f c . and t hree pr i v at e s vrere t r ans f e i-ed in gr ade t o Hq . & Hq. Sq . VI I
A. F . APO ,'

  953 . One Pf c and one pr i va t e   rere t rans f er ed on Sept .
6 t h . ; On e

Cpl . , t lu  e e Pf c s and one pr i v at e   rer e t r ans f er e d as of 8t h Sept ember , and
on 11 Sept emb er one Sf s gt . and

. t hr e e s gt s .   re re t ransf ere d i n gr ade t o
Hq   Hq Sqdn. VII A,F. Service Co   and APO  r953•

Qn 22 Sept ember Cap t .   h
.l

h ol l and, Operat i ons Of f i cer , was t r ans f er ed
to the squadron detachment at Saipan to assume the chzties as detaclmient
Comrnanding Officer.  

.
2. Losses. 

Negat i v e .  r,-  .
3. Awards and Decorations. , 

' 
. •  

Sgt. Leo S. Brandoline was chosen by "The Ordnance Sergeant", magazine
sponsored by the Ordnance School  Aberdeen Proving Ground, NaYy land, as
"Ordnanceman of the b̀onth" in the August issue, for contributing an out'
s t an di ng inv ent i on, a Cr i mpi n g machi ne f or 37 bl t anmuni t i on . For hi s
"ingenuity, initiative, and outstan ding attention to duty in desi  ing
and putting into operation additional devices tivhich greatly i,noproved the
  i.nct i oni ng and ma.int enance of ai rcraf t armament " he has been com®e  ed
by the Coanmanding General, VII Fighter Comzmand, and has been recomtfiended
f or t he Legi on of   ieri t .   i

  y _
  !t. Organi Zat i on .

  !

  Negative.
 

  r
,  -   - . 

    ,
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5. Strength, Persc,nnel.

As of 1 Sept ember 19l   .
At John Rodgers Airport  Naval Air Station, Oahu  T.H.

39 Of f i cer s
186  nlisted men.

'stii t h Squadr on det aclunent at S3.i pan , APO  #2l
. 
l  .

21 Of f i cers
92  nlisted men.

As of 30 Sept ember 19  1
-t.At John Rodgers Airport, Idaval Air Station, Oahu, T.H.

32 Of f i ce r s
lb7   listed men.

i li t h Squa dr on de t a.chment at Sai pan , APO r  2L ti

32 Of f i ce r s
91 Enl .i s t e d men.

6 . St re ngt h, Ai r pl a,ne s by t ypes .

As of 1 Sept ember 19?
.
  .At John F.odgers Airport  Naval Air Station  Oahu, T.H.

One P-61k-10
Sev en P- 1t7 I  11
One P-70A-1
One UC-78

1  i t h Squa dr on de t a chment at Sai pan , APO    2t
.
 

..
S3x P-61A-10

As of 30 Sept elnber 19  .At John Rodgers Airport, hTav a Air Station, Oahu, T.H.

One P-61A-10
Tyrv P-   t7 I}-11
One P- 70A.-

1
One UC- 78

V i t h Squa dr on de t achment at Sai pan , APO ,f21 
.

Six P-61A-10

7. Losses, Airplanes b  types.

Negative.

- 2 -
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Due to the unsettled conditions  'rhi.c
h prevailed throughout the squad-

ron during the month of September subsequent to the cancellation of shipping
orders to a combat area at the last monent, the usual activities of the
aquadron were greatl  curtailed. Hrn ever, as soon as we unloaded our equip-
ment from the boats and uncrated,  ve settled down to aur usual activities.
Our p r imar y ob j ec t i v e b e i n g t r a i n i n g i n Idi gh t Fl y i ng , Rada r Tr ack s  g an d
ln terception along vrith other activities.

Th3
.s month our squadron was twi.ce called upon to intercept unider 

tified airplanes which later proved to be f iendly. Both were scrambles,
the first at 0207 and the other at 1q45, aur air-born crejvs proved them-
selves capable by successfully completing their missions. Note capy of
  ii .s s  .on Rep or t s .

Dur i n g t h e mont h t he r e v e r e t  +ro ch ange s amon g t h.e Of f i ce r p e i s onne l .
Capt. John H. Roe assumed the post of squadron Intelligence Officer in
char ge of t h e S- 2 s e c t i on , a s of 7 Sep t emb er , r e l i ev i ng ht . D. Y. Li .ght b o  n
who transfered to the lt5th Fighter Squadron. On 22 September lst Lt.
Mer r i l l wa s ap p oi nt ed Op er at i ons Of f i c e r f i l l i ng t h e v ac an cy l ef t by Cap t .
h [i l h ol l an d wh o i n t ur n v.a s t r ans f e r ed t o our s qu a dr on det a cYune nt a t Sa i p a n
t o as s ur  e t h e du t i es of Comraandi ng Of f i ce r .

Below is a capy of the squadron  s flying schedule for the month of
September :

Tactical Tvae Administrative & Tr inin 

b!issions: 4 I:issions: 300
  .me : 3 Hour s , 35 Lii n ut e s . Ti me : 2l 1 Hour s , 10   '.i n ut e s .

Th e f ol l owi ng i s a b r eakdrn m of mi s s i ons f 1 oRn :

Acr ob a t i c mi s s i ons : ].
1
. 

I nt er cept i on mi s s i ons : 51
Altitude missions : 3 Night Flying missions: 67
Ground ( .innery missions ;   Other Flights : 200
Individual Combat missions: 10

Anong the statistical records available is an Operational Report No. 
.
9, prepared by the 9th Statistical Control Unit, Oversea, Special, for

t he per i od of Apr i l 19 W
. .

t o J ul y 191  , r e l e a s e d on Sept em.b er 19l .
4 , whi ch

deals with our squadron detachmerrt at Saipan. The subject heading is
Seventh Air Force F-61 Airplanes Co bat  e,ta, Part V, pages  5-1 9. A gen-
er a l di ge s t of s or e of t he i nf or ma t i on i s a s f ol l ows , qu ot e :

- 3 -
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sl.  .cx    DO rs nJ T  I .  rclA  s
One mont h af t er as s i grvnent t o t he Sev ent h Ai r For ce   P--61 Ai rpl ane s

were on their way i
.n
to the combat zone with the triphibious force headed

f or t he Iibar i anas . On 21  June 191 1.1
Bl a ck rri dc  s f l ew t he i r f i r s t l  i s s i ons

f r om I s e7  r Fi e l d , 5ai pan ( renamed f r om As l i t o Fi e l d af t er capt ur e f r om t he
Japanese). A detachment of sev en P-61 's and crews fro  the 6th Night Fight-
er Squadron acted as a supplement to the daylight missions fla rn by P-? 7+s
of the 318th Fighter Group.

T  FE OF SOI  TIES FLO 1N

Fr on 21  June 19l  - 31 J ul y 191
.
  i nc l us i v e , a t ot al of 22 i nt e rcep-

tion sorties s,n
d 83 patrol sorties were flown . These lU5 sorties consti-

tuted 103 I issions. That is, all except two of the 103 missions were
flight of single planes.

 '+ith respect to  rpe of Radar contact made, the 2b sorties in which
c ont act was e s t abl i shed were as f ol l ov  :

TYPE OF TYPE OF R.AI]AR IV  3  ;R OF

I1.
ISST

_
ON CONTdCTS ?LAIIE SO`

AIJD SUCCFS S OF

INTERCEPTION

Patrol Plan e Contacts only
Mission (no aerial interception) tt

Interception Graund - Control
irfi s s i on c ont ac t s onl y

(no aerial interception) 7

Interception Ground an d plane
2.  s s i on c ont ac t s (a er i al

interception made) 6 '

Interception Ground and plane
  .ssion contacts (no aerial

.
interception ) 9

--_-
Sorties in which radar contact was made: TOTAL 26

Dur i .ng t he 2b s or t i es out l i ne d ab ov e , a ppr ox i mat e l 3r 30 bogi e s wer e  
pi cke d up by P- 61 +s . I t i s not ewor t hy t hat aez i al i nt er cept i on of enea  r
aircraft occured only wher_

both gxound and plane radar-contacts Rere
established. The results of the 15 sorties in which both grcund and plane
radar-contacts were made  ay be subd.

ivided as followss

- 1  -
' N

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

. _ _ - .   -

g    ,T IdU1  ER OF

SORTIFS
-

Plane subsequently
loses contact  

wi t h ene  

Plane ordered to
Br ea k c ont a c t   ri t h

ener  r b e caus e i n t e r -
ception made too
close to our bases 5
(our antiaircraft
assumed control)

Aerial Tnterception
Occured 6

TOTAL 15

RESULÎ   TO BNF  tY' AI RCRAF'T h !TERCEYTED

I7ESTROYED PROBABLY I  IWAGED

I  STROYED

3 1 1

1lA  iAGE TO NAVY AI RPLAI'J" 

On 12 July 19  i an interception and attack was made or  a
b ogi e wh i ch l a t e r pr ov ed t o be f r i e n dl ,y . AAI' For m 3lt, Tab l e 111 ,

  column 31 mad,e the follo ring comment on the incident: "A1 eontaet
ma de on b og i e   a nd af t e r i nt e r r oga t isig t vn ce , f is ed on b og i e . Bogi e
returned fire but no hits inflicted. Jn making second pass, control
n ot i f i e d u s b ogi e wa s f r i endl y FBk . Uni den t i f i e d p l ane f a i l e d t o
s h     I FF un t i l f i r ed up on " .Sev e nt h Ai r For ce Dai .1;  I n t e l l i gence Sur  rla r   i o . 19}  , 1 3 Jul y
19l ,

 t , na ke s t h e f ol l ow n g c orm  en t s  ' l a.s t n i ght a t 0 300 K, one of
our Night F .g

hters was vectored out by Isely Field control and att-
a cked on e of our PB a' s p a t r ol l i n g a s s i gned s e c t or . 2 pa s s e s  rre r e
ma de vri t h 6 l ar ge h ol e s i n PB1d. F'  3   b e ache d af t e r l a ndi n g t o p r e -
vent sinking. No personnel casualties. Investigation underway.
(CTF 51, 121135)."

- 5 -
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OPERST10i iAL LOSSr,S OF P- 61 ' S

No combat losses of P-bl's were sustained during the period of June -
Jul y 191  t . T ro P- 61 t s an d t he i r c r ews wer e l os t i n J une b e ea u s e of a
landing accident and two more P-61 's were lost in Ju1y due to a field

crack-up . 'iYhe latter two losses involved no casualties to crew members.
On 1 Au gu s t 19l

.
  on7 ,y 3 of t he or i gi na l 7 P- 61   s s en t t o Sa i p an vte r e

r ea dy f or c omb a t a t I s e ],y Fi e l d .

GETJEAAZ COMBAT DATA

Main t en anc e of Bl a ck .' i d   s app e ar s t o hav e b een qu i t e s a t i s f ae t or y .
Al1 F-61 s on han d (ex clusive of operational losses) vrere reported as
" Rea c  f or Corilb a t n on t he 4 r ep or t i n g da t e s of Ai1F' For ms 3!  s ubr.ii .t t ed
dur i n g 21 J une 19  - 31 J ul

<y
19l  .

The take-off on all missions flown was at 1810 or later. All co®bat
flyi.ng occured in the evening or at night. Al1 sorties were flown in the
Saipan-Tinian area, with the exception of one sortie w'zich reached the
v i c i n i t ;  of Rot a i s l and . A t ot a l of 213 c omb at hou r s we r e f l ovm dur i n g
2t  J une 19l

.
  - 31 J ul ,y 19  t • The av er a ge l en gt h of f l i g  t f or t he 105

s or t i e s f l c w a wa s a ppr ox i ma t e l y 2 hour s .
Amzaunition expended in combat was as follows:

20   d - - - - - - - - - - - - - 39? r oun ds
50 Cal - - - - - - - - - - - - -   20 r ounds

Dur i ng t he per i od of 21 June 19l11.  - 31 Ju1y 191   
, a t ot al of 272

hour s (co nba,t an d non- comb at } vrer e f l o  n . 35  230 gal l ons of gas ol i ne
were consumed b  P-61's during this period. Approxunately 129 gallons
of gas ol i ne wer e conswne d per hour f l own . '

P, 
  ARl S ON AAF F0  3! 

Two r emar ks appear i n g on For ms 31  a r e of in   ,e r e s t s
"C nbat experience has proved that the efficiency of the P-61A-NO

as a Night Fighter could be great7,y
improved b  installation of the G. E.

Remote-Conts ol turret, for which the plane was designed, s e recommend
that these turrets be sent out for Air Depot installation on present

models, and be included as standard equipraent for subsequent models".
(AAF For m 31  , De t a chmen t 6t h Ni gh t F i ght e r Squ a  lr on , APO 2l

.
  , 1 Ju] g- 10

J u1y 19It11. )
" ,tie r e c oannend t ha t a l l P- 61A1- rI0 ' s b e dep ot - modi f i e d t o ca.r r y t wo

( 2 ) t hr e e - hun dr e d ( 300 ) ga l ].on dr op p ab l e wi .n g (f u e l ) t anks or t he   ne i ght
equivalent in bombs. This modification would make this airplan e more
effective as a Night Fighter and Intruder".

(AAF Form 3t , Detachment 6th
Ni ght Fi gh t e r Squa dr on , APO 21

.
 

.i,
21 J u ],y - 31 Jul y 191t1t . )- en d qu ot e .

- 6 -
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P  EFIX TO SECTI ON REPOP TS

It is not usual that the morale of the squadron will float sv list-
lessly dejected as has been the phenomenon this past month, which cl3masced
long series of movement preparations for forRard echelon duty with a defi-
nite disappointi.ng rescision of movement orders.

The equipment fully loaded aboasd the ships at the harbor has been
unl oade d, but r ema in s pa cke d ex c ept f or a i 'ew i t ems ne ce s s aYy f or oper a-
t i on an d wi.

l l r ema an s o unt i l t he s i t uat i on i s c l ar i f i e d .

It is unfortunate that this entire business of overseas moveu ent
had t o d  -i ndl e t o t hi s di s c our agin c cance l l at ?on, not orl y f or t he de t er -
iorating effect that it has had on the r orale of the majority, but &lso
for its revelation of a few individuals whose exuberance wh en notified
of t he c ance l l a t i on was unmi s t ake dl y i ndi ca t i ve of a des i re t o r emai n in
the "safety" of this rear area. Tt is more than apnarent that these
"pi ne appl e spro tit i ng  ' i ndi v i dual s   whmn t he s qua dr on c oul d actvant a ge ous ] ydo without, considering the burden they would become in a combat zone,

, are either afraid of the hazards irn rolved, reluctant to shoulder the
intensification of duty, or simply dead in imagination and spirit. Far-
tunately for the squadron, thei.r nurnber is in the great minority.

The possibility for movement in the not-too-distant-future that
still exists, is the dominating factor for the not-too-hopeless attitude
to which the najorit r cling. The basic reason motivating the desire to
move into combat areas is unquestionably the hope of returning ho ae
sooner, as conceived from the  lar Department s Demobilization Plan giv-
ing priority to veterans vrith service in combat regions.

As for the aecomplishment of the great many little things which
s pe l l s o b i g a di f f ere nce when c once rne d wi

.t
h mor al e , t her e i s no

gratitude great enough to express the appreciation for the endeavors,
s i nc e r i t y and i nt e re s t of t he Co  a.ndi ng Of f i cer .

ENGI N  RI NGs

Some t i r e a go , a t t e nt i on wa s cal l e d i n t hi s r epor t r e gar di ng an
"abrasive cooperation" ex istin g at that particular tir e between the
Squadron Technical Inspector and the li

.ne personnel, iVhether or not
t he dec l ar a t i o n of t hi s at t i t ude pr ovoked '  s e e d f or t hought " i s unlm o  n ,
but it is apparent at present, that the past antagonism has lessened and
that the radical change to a more cohesive efficiency betxeen both parties
would meet the stanaards of an efficient organi ation.  

For still another discrepan cy noted in the past, but since then
corr e ct e d , a popul ar v ot e of appre c i at i on i s c ormna.nde er e d by t he pre s ent
r  gineering's section administration;  ;/Sgt. Trubilla, Acc t hngineering
Officer and   Sgt . Stellmaker, Line Chief, for their efforts in making
possible more frequent passes for this section.

- 7 -
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  i gi ne er i ng ts ope r at i ng ef f i c i ency coul d har dl y be expre s s e d j us t i f i -
ab],y with the assortment of aircraft at the squadron ts disposal this month.
Its entire "air strength'+ consists of one P-70, t o P-47s vne UC-78, and

one P- 61 . ( The ot her Bl ac k '  i do  r was t r ans f er r e d t o H. A. D, f or ?  t h eche l on
repair incurred in an accident while landing.

)

OPrR,ATI ONS :

The mont h of Sept embe r s aw t he 6t h j qua dr on t r an s f orme d once a gai n
i nt o s ol e l y a t w n - e ngi ne s quadr on . On 2 Sept e ribe r 19 

.t 
Lt s . BRUI  ;TI'E,

BEYL,   'ORT, BALD    i , BRO  iV and GRAfi THAi ' , our s in gl e - engi ne p i l ot s , wer e
t r an s f err e d t o t he 78t h , 4 7t h and l    t h Fi ght er Squa drons r e s pe ct i ve ly .

The f i r s t hal f of t he mont h iva s not : , i t hout ex c i t ment and f er vor on
the part of all personnely due to the anticipated move to the land do m
under. All equipment had been loaded on the boats and a11 of the men,
mi nus rauch of t he i r ha i r , wer e s e t f or t he wor d "GO". The n al as , on 17
Sept ember 191  , vre wer e   n f ormed t hat our meet i n g   i.t h t he Japs woul d
have to wa.it. It was a telling blow to the morale on the part of most of
the men --- hoWever, at this  rit ng, there is still hope of o tting into
t he t hi ck of th i ngs bef or e l ong .

On ? Sept em'oer 19  t  Lt . A. B. Hans en , who ha d be en l  aj or b  hr 's
Observer at Saipa.n, was transfer ed back into the squadron irom the de-
tachment and took up his duties as Capt. P.B. Keene+s "RO". On 21 Sept-
emb er 19t 1  , Cap t . G. Z'd. Mi l hol l and , our Oper at i ons Of f i cer , l e f t us t o
take over the reigns of the Detachment Mhile Capt. D .E.  6artin is back on
Oahu f or a re s t . Lt . J .   . Hans en and hi s obs e r ver , Lt .   1, K.  '+al l ace ,
with the skin of one Jap medium bomber hanging froQn their belts, are also
back on Oahu for a rest.

On 30 Sept ember 191 L a t appr ox i mat e l y 0200 , al l of Oahu was axrakene d
by the shrill plea.dings of the air raid sirens. 4Yere the Japs back again?
Leave it to the 6th Squadron to investigate. Lt. R.T.  . err

ill IIT and
hi s "RO", Lt . Hi chi k ,  rer e s crambl e d i n one P- dl . ì'hey wer e ai rborne i n
record time and were soon wending their tiray through the clouds in search
of t he "bogi e s "- - vrhi ch t urn ed out t o be two B- 2  s . The mi s s i on vras hi ghl

.ysuccessful and Lt.  lerrill was lauded 'oy the Controller. Once again the
Sixth secured the Sons and Daughters of Kamehameha against all foes.

The mor al e of t he men a t t hi s t i ne i s que s t i onab l e . The new °?  9
nonth" bill leaves much to be desised.

Due to the eztreme la.ck of airplanes this month, our flying train-
ing was in a sad plight indeed. The close of the month found that the
"Fi ght i ng Si x t hTf had f l nwn a t ot al of 3b4 mi s s i ons and l og ge d 2t  : 47 , of
w:zi ch 3   35   d !  rv s s i ons   re re t a c t i c al .

- 8 -
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C0  '  =L   ITCy T1uN S'  TI v̂I   :

rrom the beginni ng of the month until about the 15th, all m+en were
bns y pac lri n_g

bo xe s f or s hi pm,ent . Then came t he l oadi ng of t he b oat , and
t hat t ook about a day and a half . r'or ab out t hr ee day s af t er t he b oa t
was loaded, most of the men were catching up on same valuable lost sleep.
All   as ti ell and good until orders came for the boat to be unloaded, lin-
l oadi ng of t he boat t ook ab ou t t wo da,y s , and men unl oa di ng t he t r uc 'res
never encountered a dull moment. After the boxes came back to the squad-
ron, the xork began.

The first thing, test benches for the radio sets had to be set up in
order to operate efficienthy. T'ne setting up of test benches took about
two da;, s. Radio mecheaics along viith setting up the test benches, had to
set np a ground station in vperations; chan ge the frequencies back to the
original frequency ; keep the radios in the airplanes in perfect operation,
an d re - t une s pare s e t s b ac k t o or i gin al f r equency ( 5 ) .

Linemen had to set up the switchboard and install telephones in all
of f i ce s . Af t e r t ne sw-i t chb oar d v ras i n oper at i on , a powe r un i t had t o be
set up for au iliary pcrn er for tne line shacks. I}rop cords and lights
ha.d to be i

.ns
talled in all buildings. Ah engines were checked and found

to be in good condition.

Signal center personnel had their normal duties of aperating sw .tc
h-boar d an d t e l e t ype ; fi hi l e t he c ommuni c at i on Of f i c er and c om muii c at i on

chief supervised the setting up of all equipment.

On t he morni ng of 30 Sept embe r 191 1. , an ai r rai d al arm was s ound ed 
and all men reported for duty at 2:15 A.t:, with the exception of the flight
pul ].i ng C. Q.

The status of our section re mains the same: One Cv  unications
Of f i ce r , an d 2 2 I  il i s t e d men .  bor al e i s hi gh .

RADAR SECTI N:

News that the "do a'n under" shipment had been cancelled caused the
morale of this section to sag to a new low; this conditien of course was
on7;,* t er,  or ary as t he r e was much wor k t o be dcne , unpacki ng , e t c . IJrn v
the section is back to normal and surprisingl~y cheerful as well as busy.The rnen, while sonewhat reluc ̀ .ant to admit, d

.o
feel that our turn to leave

the island, is still in the malcing, but nevertheless will 9omeday mater-ialize.

ldoral e s uf f er e d no d,amage when anounc ement Was made of t he  'unava i l -
able day  . Along with the rest oi the squadron our section is anticipa-
ting a great day, several of the men being ar  ious to tempt their capacity
f or t he be er an d l i quor t ha t Yr11 1 no doubt be t he re . I f t her e s houl d be
xomen also, the radar section promises their utmost co-operation.

7n t he  's ome t h i ng netiY s ome t hi ng di f f er ent dept .    t hi s s e c t i on has t wot hi n gs t o   rr i t e ab out ; f i r s t t he port abl e b ench s e t t hat Sgt . Cl
.y

de a4er t 2
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ha.d aonstructed. This unit facilitates trouble shooting on tha P-61s as
the unit can be to ed direct],y

to the ship and put into aperation, theretyy
sav ing much time and  trubbing alcohol". Another unit never before seen
i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s t h e n e w 7 20 h omi n g b e a c on c ommon]y r e f e r r e d t o a s "mo-
t he r " . Th i s un i t i s one o f t he f ew , i f no t t he on 1

,y , un i -;, of i t s k i n d
u s e d on t he "i s l a n d" . I io on e i n t h e s e c t i on ha d b e f o r e s t udi e d i t s ap e r -
ation, so for a time the men were stumped and had to learn things for
t he ms e l v e s   t h e ha r d way . To day mo s t of t h e men a r e f a i r l ; ,  we l l a c qua i  a
ted vrith its function, although at times "mother" does present some

d i f f i c ul t p r o  l e ms an d t he b oy s mov e b a c k an d r.a ke r o o m f or Lt . Han s bu r g .

ARI+bA?r E1dT , OPDNANCE SECTI OAtS

Outside of a few apurts of activity the month of September has been
relatively inactive. As this section vras completely packed b3  the end
of last month the forepart of September was spent being orientated and
out f i t t e d f or our Squadr on mov ement . The medi cs di d a f i ne j ob of m aJ i ng
sieves of our arms with shots ranging from   drophobia to   rsteria,
figur tively speaking.   e were given our new APO ; 2

48 and the specula-
tion was intense as to the eventual location of our new base of aperations.

On Sept embe r 5 t h ti  e bi d Al oha t o 5 P- ?  7 t s , he i ng t r ans f er re d t o '
anot her s qua dr on .   re di d r egr e t t he depar t ur e of t hes e P- 1 7 's as i t i s
trul y an armorer+s ship, the armament being given the highest consider-
ation in design and convenience. As P-61  Ei01 nas transfered to H.A .D.
August 31st due to damage in.

flicted upon a short landing  we novr have
one P- 61 , t RO P- 1  7 's an d one P- 70

.A
1 .

Pf c . ,̀+i l l i am Nol an Yra s t r ansf er ed t o t hi s depar t ment t he f or epar t
of this month.  Yith the departure of Sgt. Collins to another unit our
section strength at present is 21 men.

Sgt, heo Bran doline was honored by beinU selected the gugust "Ordnance-
man Of t he   iont h" by t he "Or dnanc e Se r ge ant " Fubl i ca.t i ons . Sgt . Brandol i ne
has been given commendation for his mar r inventions and modifications per-
taining to armament ordnance. Brig. Gc:neral Hatcher led a group of dis-
tinguished vis itors including Col. McCu11 a, Col.  tcBdorrow  Col. Englehart
and Lt . Col . Grubb i n ma.ki ng an app ea i•an ce i n our s ec t i on t o pe r s ona 
c ornmend Sgt . Bran dol i ne . Gener al   a cher s hook hands wi t h Sgt . 3rand-
oline to the x'lash of sta ff photographers.

On September 17th the 5quadron Yras infozm ed that the shipping move-
ment had be en c anc e l l ed and we v er e or de re d t o unl oad t he sh i ps and r e-
sume operations once again. The entire Squadron s caxgo v as unloaded
f r om t he s h i ps and r et ux ne d t o t hi s bas e wi t hi n appr axi   aa.t e l y 10 man hour s .
On Sept ember 1 8t h t hi s s e c t i on wa s s e t up and ope rat i ng ef f i c i ent l y once
again. ;re gained a great deal or experience from this terminated move-

  ment and i   nedi at e l
,y

b e gan t o r e de s i gn t he car go ma.ni f e s t and re i .n
f orc e

s hi ppi ng b o  e s pr epar at ory t o agai n b e i ng al er t ed .

Building a ball team around Pfc. Nolan, an excellent pitcher; this
section challenged the Officers to a soft ball garne. In the first gam,e
we emerged victorious }vith a 3 - 2 ending. l̀he second play-off game was

- 10 -
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t aken by t he Of f i ce r s   ri t h a b - 5 Vi c t ory .

The mor al e oi" t he Se c t i on was 1Li gh t he f or epar t of t h i s mon t h wi t h
ant i c i pat i on of t he Squa dr on  dbve ::ent . Ther e   rer e man y cr es t - f al l en f ace s
  rhe n i nf orme d of t he c an ce l l a t i on of t he s ame but wi t h t he r e s umpt i on of
operations an d arrival of scheduled P-611s in the near future the men
should be in an ex cellent frame of mind.

b1EDICS

a. It edi cal Pers ormel :
(1) Cpl. Carroll ly:. Conrad, Jr, and I'vt. John J. Torres placed

on de t ached s er vi ce f r om Hc  VI I F̀i ght er Comr and vri t h t he 1',. e
di cal Se ct i on

as of 21 Sept embe r 19f l G.

b. Hospitalizations:

Pf c . Jos eph J , i;ol odz i e j di s c har ge d f r om Tr i pl e r Gener al   osp i t al
as of 7 Sept embe r 19l l.  .

(2) F/0 P,ichard D. Phillips adm:itted to Hickam Station Hospital
as of 7 Sept ember 19l l  . I}i s char ged as of 13 Sept ember l 9l  .

( 3 ) Sgt , hte r v:i.n E. Ol i v er hosp i t al i   e d a t ].
l  7 t h GEner al Hosp i t al

f r om bt h Ni ght r 'i gh t er Det achment , AI'0 ;;2!1!'. As s i
.gned t o t hi s or gani zat i on

as of 26 Sept embe r 191
. 
1  .

c.  mnunizations:

(I) Immunizations  as reauired for personnel alerted for move-
ment t o f or vra r d ar e as ,    e i  corapl e t e d a s of 9 Sept ember l ql l   .

(2 ) Inmiuni zat i ons of t he pe r s onne l of t he 9t h Pa dar Cal i bra t i on
Detachraent were brought u  to date during this month.

d . Tre at ment s :

(1) There  ere 13l  patients treated at the Dispensary.
(2) There were 20l  treatments given at the  ispensary .

e. Inspections:

(1) FAUtine physical inspections of all Enlisted ] i3en were held.
( 2 ) Al l men s us pec t e d of be i n g unf i t f or c omb at dut f Fre re gi ven

a r i gi d phys i c al ex atn  .nat i on and t hos e f ound t o be s o unf i t t e d wer e re co:n-
mende d f or t rans f er f r a n Squa dr on .

f. Supplies and Equipment: ,  

- 11 -
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(1) Supplies an d equipment necessary for the operation of the
Dispensary were unpacked after the squadron was taken off movement alert.

g. Remarks:

(1) A deterioration in the morale of the Diedical Section was

noted after the Squadron was taken off movement alert.

(2) There are no cases of ver.erea
l disease in the Squadron.

( 3 ) Ther e ar e no c a s e s of a c o rnm n i cab l e di s e a s e i n t he Squadr on .

PAAACHli TE SECTTC r' :

This department  as all others, was surprised to find itself at the

ungodly hour of two o'clock in the morning or e day unloading everything the
6th Fighter thought it would need on the supposedly ' big-push". Perhaps

we grumbled because we had to w  pack again but actually it didn  t make

much difference ar  ay or the other. Leaving Hawaii has its advantages

and disadvantages; hawever let  s hope the next time we put the last nail

i n ou r p ack i n g b oace s   re a c t ua l l   go .

Y  i t h t he t r an s f e r of Lt . 5 r un e t t e f r om t h i s s qua dr on  ye ar e un de r
the jurisdiction of the Engineering department again. This is proving
very satisfactory.

The denartuient runs as smooth] y as ever.  Vhen we un-
p a cke d ouz• s ewi n g machi n e a l l s or t s of r eque s t s carne i n f or s e  ri .ng . The
biggest job I would like to mention is the one which took Pfc. Jones and

rr  rs e l f t wo da ,y s t o c omti l e t e . Th e r a da r s e c t i on wan t e d a s p e c i a l ].y
des i gne  l

cover ma.
de for their trailer which carries a complete radar set. They gave

us an old beat-up tent and asked us to go to work. It is finished naw, an d

v e r y apt l
tiy s e r v in g i t s pu r p os e .

I NÌ'EI    I G  ICE :

Tn t e l l i gen ce t r a i ni .n g t hi s mont h , i s r e gr e t f ul l y , s a d]
,y l a cki n g . Con-

s i de r i ng t h e c i r ewns t an ce s on e c an r ea di ],y s ee t ha t our ca s e wa s en t i r e l y
justified, tiYhat with our entire section 's equi; ment packed an d crated,
wa i t i n g f or u s on t he b oa t , our u s u a l "s t u di es t'  rre r e p r a c t i ca l l y n i l .

I t s hou l d b e of s wae i n t e r e s t t o kn rn v what we ha d packe d f or ou r
,future, w   rnrm destination, dur office, as we had it set up here at

John Rodgers, was complete in every detail. Naturally, over a period of
t i me , vre h ad c ol l e c t e d numer ou s " l uxur i e s " , t ha t ha d t o b e di sz  en s ed wi t h
i n s uch a mov eanent . k  s  ol d p amp hl e t s  Yer e b ur n ed , a l on g wi t h s ever a l
out•-lived copies of Intelligence memoran da and literature. Added to these,
a sand table, a desk, writing table, and file rack were to be left behind.

Such items as fiaps pertaining to our nevr operating area, bulletin
boards, all the extra pl  ood and Can ex we aould carry, a steel fi ;no
cab i ne t , our p l ywood "ma ga z in e r ack " , a dr a f t i n g t abl e , our s a f e , r  ode l
a i r c r af t an d s ur f a ce c r a f t , a f i e l d de s k , a l l t he I n t e l l i gen ce

- 12 -
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l i t er at ure re l a t i ng t o our f ort hc o ni ng ar ea an d p oi n t s   re s t , and a pl ent i f ul
s upp l y of of f i ce pape r and dr awi ng ma t e r i al s , wer e cr at e d f or s hi pment .

I n t he s o- c al l ed "e upt y s pac e s " i n our bmces , we pl ace d s ev eral i t ems
we t hought woul d he l p make l i f e a b i t eas i er at our nevJ "home ". L'at t r es s es ,
canned goods, three footlockers, rubber boots, plent;r of mosquito repellan t
and insect spray  fruit juices  etc., made up the majority of the list.

  :Te vter e r ea c  r. . . . . . and s o vre sat , and tivai t e d . . . . . .

On the 17th of September, just about the same date our squadron P.Z.
ran out of stock, orders cam e through to unload the boat.....' Ye were not

. go  • -

It is hard to picture, ar describe the reaction of officers, and men,
at such an announcement; they vary tremendious],y. And yet one could almost
feel the tenaeness, and unrest that hung about the air. I marvel sti7.

1
.a

t
the morale of these men. The tenseness we felt momentari]  , had passed,
and t he j ob of unl oa.di ng Ras begun . The s pi r i t and g ood f e l l oRShi p of
the men duri.ng these trying operations and disappointments, vrae a joy to
behold.

Wi t hi n t pro d  y s , ev eryt hi ng had bee n unl oade d . Oper at i ons  r3.t hi n
the squadroai had started on a "half-unpacked" basis, and has continued
t hi s wawp on or der s f r om t he Comanand

.
i ng Of f i cer . I t i s qui t e evi dent t hat

we are expected to move again in the near future, r hether it be same other
spot on this island, or a "dovm under" movement, remains to be seen.

During this crisis, Lt. D.P. Lightbown transferred to the  5th Fi ,
hter

Squadron. In his stead, Captain John H. Roe assumed the responsibilities of
Squadron Intelligence Officer. Our section is nrnv composed of the follow-i ng of f i cer s and men .

CAPTAI N JOH1d H. ROE T/ Sgt . C. W. ZEtiDLER
2nd Lt. DALE R. LANEY PVT. R.M.  ORALES

Capt a i n Roe has al r e ac  ,v
i naugur a t e d a nevr t ra in i ng pr ograr  ; whi l e

t he of f i ce i s gra dual l y t ah.i n g on i t s ol d f orln and per spe c t i v e . Sev eral
new reports have been directed through Hq 's VII Fighter Command, namely,a "k ont hl y Combat P epor t ", an "In t e l l i gence Of f i cer rs Rs p or t ", an d a
" orale Services Activities Report".

Lt. Laney has been very active in the latter category. Through his
consistent efforts, the squadron's enlisted men are receiving a new
'rbreakn, heretofore experienced but little. Outdoor mo ries each night on
the line; a regular beer call; a radio-phonograph complete with records
in the squadron da;  room; and a better general understandin g between the
officers and enlisted men, are all noteworth;• items.

i n t hi s edi t or   s op i ni on , what   +ri .t h t h e l a c k of f ur l oughs avai l ab l e ,too much recreation of this type, along with extra curricular activities,cannot be had. It looks like a long Rar.

- 13 -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

. . . . , .   . - . . . .  • . . - -. . . -   '    - .   - - - , .

EJCHI BI T 1

...............................................................................

A- 2   .
A- 3   T.

SSI 01  R . PORT

1. A .
6th Fighter Squa,dronB. John Rodgers

2 . 7/ 10 c ov er age ; h a z3r   h i gh c i r r us l ay er . V:i s i b i l i t ;  one an d one h a l f mi l e .

3 . A. 29 Sept e rnb er 191t1 
B . 0207
C. 3ta.er .a Foi n t a t 0 21 2
D. See  io . 7
E. 0335

4
. A . Scrambled at 0200

B. One (1) P-61

5• Nane

6. None

7 . Lt . 1 6e r r i 1l ,   ri t h Lt . Hi c hi k a s ob s e r ve r , vras a i r b or n e at 020 7 and
proceeded on orders from control to KBena Point  A/7,000 feet. At
0215 mad,e visual contact vrith target due to searchli  ts. Target was
a t 1   50 0 f e e t , hea dix g al ong n or t h sh or e of i s l and , 60 t o 70 de gr e es .Lt .   e r r i l l da ve on t a r ge t , bu t a s h e ne ar ed i t , t he s ea r chl i ght s
illuminated him, causing blindness and a resulting loss af contact.
Continued search for target over north shore at 1,000 ft., made con-
t a c t a ga i n n or t h of Ka hu ku . Fol l    re d t ax ge t i n t o Kane oh e , where he
(FBI Y) l an de d a t 022 2 .

Control then ordered Lt. Merrill to orbit over  Yheeler Field just
above cloud level. On the wa9 over, the ordsrs were changed to Kasna
Point, just within shore line, at 7,

500 ft.

At 0 2l 5 anot her c ont ac t   ra s ma de vri t h t a r ge t i n l i gh t s 2 mi l e s of f
shore, northwest of Kaena Point at 1,0U0 ft. Lt.  erri]1 also dove
on this target to identif  it as a PBI Y. Followed it around the
shore line to Kan eohe, where the target landed at 0315. Lt.  l errill
was then ordered to land at base.

8. None

9. None

]A. None

11. Good

12. Searchlights were illuminating the i
.n
terceptor, thereby mal i.ng

him  
lose contact with the target several tim+es on the first interception.

A TRUE COPY
,  

_  OHt T H. R h -   Capt. A.C.:Un  .t
  ii s t or i a n .
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EX  I T 2

..........................................................................

A- 2 & A- 3 I Z SSI ON P,EPORT

1. A.
6th Night Fighter Sqdn .

B. John Rodgers

2. Weather 2/10 clear, visibility 3 ailes.

3 . A. l o s ep t . 19l
. 
l 

B. Tr a ck i ng mi s s i on a t 2]l t5 - t a c t i ca l f r om 220 2 t i l 2 222
C. Barbers Point at 2205
D. See 1  . 7
E. 2313

4. A. Scramble
B. One (1) P-70

5. One Navy 8-26

b. None

7 . Lt . Cr wml .ey , wi t h Lt . Bber r i l l ac t i n g as ob s e r ver , was f ly i n g on r out i ne
tracking mission when control ordered him to proceed to Barbers
Poi n t a t 7, 000 f e e t , a t 2 20 2 , t o se a r c h f or un i dent i f i ed a i r c r a.f t .
kb out 8 m,

i l e s a f f Bar b e r s Poi nt he s i gh t ed a pl a ne a t ab ou t 2 ,   00
feet, 30 degrees off his port wing. Identification as a Navy B-26
was made at Z21 

. 
by Lt. Crumley as he closed in the vicinity of

6 miles west south w est of i aianae village. Following this he
resva ed his tracking mission, and then landed at base at 2313.

8
. None

9. None

10. None

11. Good

12 . IJone

A TRU'i. COPY.

  Hr  H. ROE,
.

apt., A.C. Uni t Ui s t or i an .
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