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FE-seea s

Flying wes, aside from the two accidents; routing. There were three
Searclight Missions in which our aireraft participated, and about the usual
mmber of such missions as Aerial Gumnery, Oround Gunnery, Acrobatics, Ind-
ividual Combat, Instrument, Interception and Army-liavy Manceuvers. lajor Alford
logged the most flying time for July with a total of L6 hours in the air. The
Squadron total was 1027 missions timed at 56610,

Lt. James Crunmley became a new Assistant Operations Officer helping out’
Capt. G.W, Milholland and Lit., Robert T. Merrill, IIl.

This month began with characteristic 6th Squadron fervor when Lt. Baer
made a forced landing at Kahuim Field, on the Lith of July, thus giving the
o0ld holiday a little excitement. The right engine of Lt. Evans! P-70 cut-out,
but he managed to bring the plane down with comparatively little damage.

On the 10th of the month, we said Aloha to Lt. Ermest Thomas, an old 6th
Fighter P~70 and P-61 pilot, and his observer, Lt. John A cre. They went o
Saipan to join their buddies who were sent 'down under' last month.

The following day, Lt, Kemneth Fort had a tangle with the ill winds,
Shortly after taking off, he detected gas fumes in the cockpit, immediately
pancaked, and just in time to wa tch flames spit from the motor of his P=hTa
The N.A.S. and Hicham Field Fire Departments arose to the occasion and doused
the area thoroughly with water and chamicals,

On July 12th, a dozen new airmen came to the Squadron from the Mainlanda
The pilots are: 2nd Lis: Ashley Nagle, Herbert licGaffic, Wm, Kern, Jra,
Albert Kelley, Wilfred Robbennolt and Blois Berriam. The Observers are:
2nd Lts. R.Ho Ph:’tJ_'Lips, C.A. ?Iard, R.S. 1{031{5.’ J._A.. SObO]., -W;Ba ij.ngs
and Flight Officer H,J. Brask, ;

On the 30th of the month, 3 pilots, 1lst Lt. Charles e Baer, 2nd Lts:
Robert L. Ferguson a nd Donald I, Evans, with thier 3 observers, and 2nd Lis:
Ficholas DeVita , Quentin Reynolds and Flight Officer Jean Ielaguilla, flew to
Saipan in their new P-6ls, On the same day, that loss was partially compen—
sated by the arrival of 2 new pilots, 2nd Lte: Arman Tremblay and Jacob Thorson,
with their observers, 2nd Lts: J.J. Liston and E. Mankins,

Throughout July, Operations burned the midnight oil over the S-3 paper
work of the 9th Radar Calibration Detachment which is attached to the oth Fight=
er Squadron. We all moaned a Litle over the extra work, but are still doing it.

Encouraging news was received from our gi.lots and obegervers detached at
Saipan. Two or three of the lads shot down dJapanese aircraft to get the
ufirst blood" in the name of the &th Fighter Squadron, and to prove thal
they were better at serial gumnery than their records indicated. Bringing
home to us the fact that they really are in combai, they sent us a large

Jap flag. It is now hanging in our pilots! shack here at John Rodgers, a
source of pride, particularly when visiting fliers are around,

Firing the carbine was a Sguadron activity in the last days of July,
and it proved not only to be fun, but somewhat surprising. Sgts. larcus and
Speer scored "Sharpshooter" ratings vhile Sgts. Klingeman, kazzone and Hartley

gualified as "larksmen'",

i
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Squadron Engineering activity has been centered around the
arrival and departure of another gr of P=6ls, Four ships were received ©
this month (Two P-6lA%5's and Two ~10's) Three of these have already
left as replacements for the 6th Night Fighter Sq. Detachment on Saipan,
One while enroute, blew a cylinder and was forced down on Canton island. On
the other remaining ship in the sguadron here, the added reserve tank was
removed znd four fixed .50 caliber guns installed.

Sogial life for the past month which has been subdued due to the inten-
sity of maintenance activity now gives promises of "blossoming out® into a
fan-fare of well-deserved relaxation. A "hlow out" is being planmed for
engineering personmel only at the Beach House. 4 committee inangurated
for accomplishment of the necessary details is progressing satisfactorily.

Thousand wa tt torches brightening the social colwms blazed the return
of Y/Sgt. N.J. Brooks (Line Chief) fvom a thirty-three day sea journey
aboard the aireraft carrier "Natoma Bay". Sgt. Brooks was delegated Line
Chief of planes belonging to the 19th and 73rd Fighter Sguadrons and
directly supervised thirty-seven P-L7's aboard the carrier. They were
welcomed at Saipan (their destination) by Japanese aircrafi which greeted
;.Eem with a salvo of i bomhs, missing the carrier by 25 yards on the port

des

Sgt. Brooks' performance and supervision was commended by Lt. Colonel
Taylor, Commanding Officer, 318th Fighter Group,

Taking advantage of the opportunity provided by the recent
authorization for overseas theatre sommanders to appoint Officers from
the rands, 1/Sgt. J. Trubilla, Acc't Engineering Officer of this section
since the departure of the forst contingent for Saipan, has' submitbed
his qualifications for consideration as  Enginecering Officer, Tp to this
writing, Sgt. Trubilla has appeared before the CPA Board and is now
waiting the resulbs. .

Outstanding in squedron personalities is lr. D, Collins, Northrup
Technical Eperesentative, assigned here several months ago with the arrival
of the Black Widows (P-6ls). His technical sbility has commandeered the
confidence of all who have woriced with him, and his proficiency in attaining
parts, information, and in facilitation modifications and repairs has greately
added to the efficiency of this section, His subtle sense of humor »nd sin-
cerity have placed him high in popularity.

A recent survey apropos to the subject of morale was recently con—
ducted by this section regarding the frequency of pass days for persommel
as compared with other departments of this squadron, As 2 result, an unequi-
voeal conclusion revealed that of all sections, Engineering is alloted the
least passes. This is not necessarily a reflection of discrimination
however.,

An average, computed over the past several months shows that
the engineering man has one one-day pass every 20 days. An unbiased
interview with this unit's personrel left a definite impression thal
the great majority of the men are handicepped by a conscientious sense
af oblization preverting their availing themselves to more frequent passes.

Y
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+ It must be remembered that in spite of the fact that #wo to three men
are assigned to crew each ship, our operation as a night fighter squadron
necessitates the availapility of men for both day and night duty.

Since very little can be done to make frequent all day passes
practical, it is suggested that the unit's persomnel be allowed of F-duty’
passeg under the direct supervisison of the Eningeering Officer or the
Iine “hief, It is felt that a great boost to morale could be accomplished
if the men were allowed an occasional evening pass or a few hours leave
the day following night alert duty.

Armzment Section:

The month of July was ushered in with quite a flurry of acitvity
due to the arrival of five P=61's in this squadron. This section bore-
sighted all ships and wired the same for Cal. 50 funs in the turred positiom.
The ships were test fired on the 20th and 21st 6f the momth to check on
ma 1lfunctions and stoppages.

As P-61 mumber 5599 was to remain in this squadron eguipment necessary
for the installation of four fixed cal., 50 guns were secured from H.A.D.
and work commenced on the same, by this section. As is usual with all H.A,D.
installations the fittings and prepared drawings were "SNAFU", but with the
diligence and perseverance of our men the installation was completed in
record time, }I)‘his installation compensates measurably for the sbsence of
the G.B. Electrical turret and renders the Black Widow a demon of fire-power
j'lr::ing the gting of death and destruction to any alien foolhardy enough te
enter its web.

On July 30th three P=6l's were flown to wou detachment at Saipan by
Officers Baer, Bvans, and Ferguson: Flight (fficers Gasda, DeVita and
Delaguilla accompanied them,

A training film “Castaways" was shown at the mess hall and all aveil-
able members of this section attended. This type of film is a ‘great impro-
vement over the sterobtyped traiming film so prevalent at the begining of
this war. It has proved an irmortant factor in more avid interest and learn-
ing. A lecture on the 20l cannon was delivered by S/5gt. Adams of the
Ordnance seéction, on July Lith and the functioning and component parts were
given to familiarize everyone concerned, Lt, Ouild gave an excellent orient-
ation lecture on Saipan and surrouding territory, on July 1Oth.

The first of big name entertainment inbroduced in the Pacific Area
was featured 2 t this field July lhth, Bob Hope, Jerry Cologna, Francis
Langford, Pat Thomas and others put on an excellent performance.

Through the effort of Lt. Guild and with the cooperation of liajor &
Alford this section gave a beach party in honor of S5/Sgt. Adams who has been
appointed a Warrant Officer. The entire armament ordnance section spent the
day at the Officers Beach house enjoying swiming, dancing, drinking and eat-
ing to their hearts content. Girls had been invited and the entire day was
spent in a most orderly fashion everyone participating in their fayorite
recreation. Brief photographers were present to snap candid shots and the
outing will appear in Brief magazine in the near future, The party did a
great deal towards bolstering the morale and it was sugzested that such aff
effairs be held at regular intervals in the future. :
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Urdnance

A training film and instruction was given to 211 men of this section
on the MK 13 aerial torpedo. Current data was borrowed brom the Navy
Torpedo School at Ford Island,

A monthly pistol inspection was held for all offcers and flight
Officers. Jieapons were in excellent shaps,

Rifle and pistel range has been reserved for this squadron the 31 July
19kli. 411 enlisted men and Officers will fire a qualification course with
the weapon they are armed,

Fhotostats of a drawing on the Fuze, Rocket, P.D., MiAl, was forwarded
through channels for instructienal purposes to other squadrons,

Firsy issue of the Ordnance Officer's Handbook was received the early
part of this month. This is an excellent booklet and given the Ordnance
Officer valuable information which he is able to disseminate %o the per=
sonnel in the section. Eagerly looking forward to receiving further issues
of this handbook.

A device to correct excessive side plate clearance has been made by this
section.s Tt is being tested and just as soon as it is proven to be satis-
factory, more detailed information will be forwarded,

On P-61 type airplane received from I.4.D,, it has been noticed that
Whoever is assemblying the 20l carmon is being very careless in putting back
the "Operating Lever Assembly®. There is an operating lever taper pin which
prevents the guide from rotating and slipring. This pin is being lost during
dissaserbly and a soembly. Whoever did this work tock a large size cobter pin
and forced it with a hammer into the recess for the operating lever pin., This
ha mmering has caused the thinnest part of the recess in the operating lever
assembly to buckle and chip. Thus necessitating replacement with anew part
before the gun is even fired, Caution and care in handling these guns should
be inpressed upon the parties at fault,

Commnication section:

The following Historical report is submitted by the Communicsiion sece
tion for the month of July 19lks

1. a Enlisted men (27)
b Officers (1)

2. Promotions:
a lone

3« Radho lechanies:

a. Installed D/F switches on 3 P=Gl's transfered to AP0 #2li, Fre-
quencies changed for task force on P=Gl's., P=6l's, and UC-78, PL7s and P-T0s
checked and cleaned all radios and plugs. The daily routine continous throu-
ghout the month,

—ondiin
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ledical Section:

There were no changes in Officers or Enlisted men assigned to this
section.
Hospitalizationss

1, Sgte Andrew J. Zahoryin discharged from 1li7th General Hospital
as of 18 July 19kk.
2. Cpl. Joseph D, Lydon discharged from Tripler General Hospital
as of 1 August 19Lk,
3, Cpl. Joseph J. Miranda admitted to Tripler Yeneral Hospital as
of 6 July 191;4. Discharged from hospital as of 15 July 19Ll.,
Pvt. Beryl R, Council admitted to Tripler Gensral Hospi as of
31 J ly 111111 Pvt. Council, while on pass, was waylaid in the E?a.rm:m Tract
andwas sevemly beaten and kicked by an unlnown person’or persons, He was
found, uncmscmus, on K rodad at about 2200 and was taken to Trinler General
Hospital., His injuries were dla.gnosed as possible fracture of the skull, poss-
ible fractured jaw and concussion of the brain. A4 later amd more complete
examination revealed that there were no fractures and his recoverv should be
rapid and comnlete,

Immnizations:

1 Immnizations were maintained at authorized levels for all
personnel of the Sguadron.

2. The six pilots and Observers transferred from Squadron to
secret destirnation were given s-nallpc:x vaccinations, typhoid, tetanus,
typhus and cholera immurizations prior to their departure.

Treatments:
1 There were 19l patients treated at the Dispensary.
2 There were 271 treatments given,
3 Inspections:

Routine physical inspections of 21l Enlisted men were held,

ungle Packs of Pilots and Observers leaving Sguadron for secret des-
‘bmatlon were equinped with medical supplies.

Sports and Hecreation:

ledical Personnel have been gong swimming at the Naval Air
Station beach.

Remarks:
The morele of the lMedical Section is generally good.

The Squadron's record of 100% freedecm from venereal diseases
was maintained,

There are no cases of commnicable disease in the Squadron.

B
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Faracmbe Seetion:

The first half of the month was rather quiet, Nothing outef the
ordinary routine can be noted.

The second half found this department busy with the work of fitting
12 new flying persomnel with parachutes. Six Officers and three enlisted
men left the squadron with a parachute, raft, and jungle kit each.

Voral is maintained by passes, beer garden, day room, and shows. Swim-
ing at the Fost Beach in the afternoons plays an especially imporbant part,
for it not only helps the departments mral but gives badly needed exercise.

Special Serviee Repert:

During the month of July 19hk the main feature of interest continued
to be the Seventh &ir Force baseball games. There were two official
squadron trips to Honmolulu stadiwm on July 16 and 30th for which reserved
tickets were made available thru the special Service Cfficer, OSeveral ofher
bascball games were attended by enthusiasts during the month at Hickam Field,

The Bob Hope show mas the high spot in stage entertainment about the
middle of July, The show was held at the 19th Troop carrier sguadron Area
and was attended by several thousand scldiers, sallors, sesbees, and Farines,
Such stars as Hope, Frances Langford, Jerry Colonna, Tory Romero and others
gave a highly amsing performance, :The Squadron is looking forward to a
Jack Benrgyy Show later this year when they return from the SW Pacific Area.

In the squadron day room the favorite games are Fing Fong and Fool,
The day mocm is very popular and plans are being made to secure a Hadio and
assortment of records if possible. The squadron FX is now operating evely
day and Beer call is well attended by everyones.

Flans for Aupust include the 2nd Volleyball tournament between sec-
tions with several sections entering more than one team., A& beach party is
planned for the winner, As socn as horseBhoes become availsble again thru
Special Service a horseshoe tournament will follow immediately after the
volleyball tournament. 4 reguler Wednesday afternoon softball game
between the enlisted men and Officers is scheduled,

Svimming classes for non swimmers are being held three times a week
at the Hickam Pool with real progress being made. It is probable that by
the end of August there will be very fre non-swimmers in the squadron,

The regular guarterly AAF Athletic test will be held during Afgust
which includes situps, pulluss (forward grasp) and shuttle run of 300 yards
over a 60 Yd course, timed,

Officers wvolleyball g-mes are very popular with much competition
between the new Officers in their respective flights. ILt. Berg swan on
the Tth Air Force swiming contest at the July lth swimminz races at
Schofield "open house" program placing rumnner-up in the 200 and LOO meter
freestyle reces.

=2
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Radar Sechion:

We have completed anocther cycle this past month, ihe new P=Gl's
were sent to us at the beginning of this month., We all were set to begin
forming our omm unit in fond hopes of poing with them to the comba t area.

Yle had received 9 now men into the section that were transferred to
this squadrom the Signal Corps. Tt was a relief to have these men mome in
after struggling along with only 5 wen since the rest of our section were
sent "down under", We started from scraten this time instead of having
H.4.D. check out the new ships before they were sent to us, This required
a lot of work off the field at H.A.D, Hanger but we found that in the long
run it saved us work because it eliminated the inspection we would have to
P11 if some one out of the squadron would check it out.

e didn't harbor any dreams very long about going under with the planes
because they soon let us know that they were meant only for replacement for
the ones the boys down there have los® already. The chances now don't lock
too good but if they did say we Were going to combat the morale of this sec—
tion would go up 100%. liost of the bogy have been on the island too long
and are beginning to get a little restless, Ve are hoping that our chance
¥ill come in the near future though.

tne of our boys, Sgt. Kosakowsky, was sent back to the states last weck
to attend signal corps 0CS. He had been waiting for his call for over a
year now and had just sbout given up hope of ever setting there. lost of
the bays were & little envious but we a1l wish him the best of luck back there.

Irtellizence!

The braining of pilots, as usual routine, received most of our attentinn
$his month. Headquarters VII Fighter Command igsued a pew Intelligence Train-
ing Hemorandum No. 13, that included with the usual toplcs, a new subject,

" Anti-Aireraft Intelligence."

Three lectures by Captain Wilkes, Tth A.F., and one lecture by Lbt. Guild,
6th Wight Fighter Squadron, have been given to date on this subject.

¥, D, Collins, Northrup Factory Representitive, who had just returned
from our detachment on Saipan, spoke on recent events on that island,

Three lectures based on weather end tactics were presented by Lt. Gold=
sworthy and Lt, Griffiths, of the Tth A.F. Weather Bureau. Flight lLieutenant
Fiper, R.A.A.F. spcke on Night Fighter tactics in the South Pacific. Several
Geographical studies wers lectured on by our own flying persomnel ab the
squadron Officer's meetings held in the Filot's Ready Hoom, from 1130 to
1200, The subjects covered were as followss "Deito Shoto®, Ckinawa Guntol
(Southern and Herthers sections), “Amawi Gunto®, iTokara Gunto", and "Asumi
Cunto, Lt. Wa rd, an Observer in omr organization, discussed "Simplified
Navigation", (Longitudes and latitvdes), while Lt. Nagle, also of this
squadron, spoke on sea birds. His topic was "Castaway Information”,. Capt.
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Braham, our squadron Flight Surgeon, presented a talk on "Psychological
AMtitudes.” A1l of the sbove speakers were thoroughly familiar with their
subjects, and the lectures wery interesting to all concerned,

The middle part of July, T/Sgt. Zendler, resumed his class in the
Renshaw Hecognition System of Aircraft. Classes are held every evening
from 1815 to 18L5 in the Pilot's Ready Room, and are attended by all pilois
and observers.

Sixteen new pilots and observers joined the organization during the
past month., All were indoctrinated in security measures by Lt. D.P. Light—
bown; sguadron Intelligence Officer; and a2ll were also shown the latest
Island Bxistence film, "Castaway"

Crientabion feor the Inlisted men conbimued with the usual weekly Uget-
together" in the squedron Day Hooms "iha % to Io with Germany after the
war®, "The United States, and Russia's part in posi-war world affairst,
werk discussed. "One of the best orientation films seen to date, "The
Batile of China", was also shown.

lission reports, (see attached EXHIBITS 1 thru 20), from ofir detach-
ment at Saipan, are posted in the S-2 Section., The detachment's progress
is eagerly watched for by the entire squadron.

bk
Vol
D.P, LIGETBOWN,

lst L"fn, A.Ce 2
Unit Historian.
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