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History of the 6th light Fighter Squadron.

On June 6th the squadron was relieved from assignment to the 15th
Fighter Group, and attached to VII Fighter Command..

' On June 6th a second detachment left the squadron for a secret des-
tination. M¥aj. Victor I, lahr led the detachment of 7 pilots, 7 radar ob-
serves, 2 ground Officers and 6 enlisted men (including 2 aerial gunmers).
The seven P-Gl's were flown by the detachment.

On 11 June 19Lli, the squadron was ordered to Hokuleia Airfield, love-
ment was made by plame and truck within 2l hours, and the alert flight was
ready there that night, On 21 June 19k, the procedure was reversed when,
again on verbal orders, We Were returned to our previous area at John Rode
gers Naval Air Base.

On June 12th the 9th Radar Calibra tion Detachment, AAF, composed of
8 Officers and 26 enlisted men was attached to our sguadron for rations only.

, The June 25th Daily Intelligence Sumary reported the loss of 2 P-€lts
and pilots, at Saipan., UNo further word was received untill Mr. Daniel
Collins, Horthrup factory representative returned from Saipan., He reports
Pilots 2nd Lt. W.C. Francis, 2nd Lt. C.V. Duvall, and Radar Observers 2nd
1t. P.B. Henderson and F/O P.C. Nearn were instantly killed when Lt. Duvall
landed his F-61 too "hot" and ran into Lt. Francis' P-61 which had landed
before him. Both Plams e}fplodedo

Persuant to instructions comtained in General Orders o, 1L8 of the
Central Facific Area, dated 17 May 19lli, our squadron was reorganized o
be of strength as follows: L9 Officers and 2h2 Enlisted men, There is in-
cluded also a new classification of Combat Crews composed of 32 Ufficers
and 16 Enlisted men.

The squedron has been allowed an increase of 16 ratings for Armorer=
Gurmers to be as follows: li Tech, Sghts. and 12 Staff Sgts, Also an add-
ition of four power-turret gunsight specialists to be rated as follows:

1 Tech. 5gt.s 1 Staff Sgbt. and two Sgbs. All the above mentioned vacan-
cies to be filled from our own persomnel. Also we have been allowed an in-
crease of airplanes from twelve to sixteen, of which the additional will
be the new P-O6L Night Fighters ("Black Widow" ) built by Northrup. Ours is
the first squadron to train Air and Ground crews in preparation to their
imed:‘:.-a.te entry into combat with the a bove mentioned air craftb.
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The month of June saw much bustling and moving on the part of all
sections of the Squadron, On 11 June 19kli, the Sguadron was surprised
with a move to kokuleia and dear old Wother Nature. Gone were the sump-
tious dinmers in Honolulu which were such a treat to the majority of the
EM-——not to mention how easily accessible were the trips and dphone
calls made by the officers to their "little bundles of Heaven'. However
before long the Squadron turned native pnd swimming, spear-fishing and
planned wild boar hunting trips were quite the order of the day. On 21
June 19lili, lo and hehold, orders were issued to pack up and return to
dohn Rodzers and eivilization. It was with no little reluctance that the

n left the rugged terrain where once pranced Hawaii's mighty war-
riors. Both moves were completed in record time and the Sguadron should
be commended on the splendid cooperation displayed by all.

The Officers and enlisted men who were waiting further orders for
transfer to a secret destination left the early part of this month, with
the exception of Lt. Thomas and his Observer, Lt. Acre, The airplane to
which they had been assigned fatally crashed while being tested Dy Air
Depot personnel. Among those who left were Sgt. Woodrow Fanizzi and
Cpl. Joseph Lomurro, both veteran operations clerks. Squadron athletes
will keenly feel the absence of Cpl, Lommrro who starred in everything
from Ping-Pong to Basketball, This section joins the other sections of
the Squadron in wishing the 6th Night Fighter detachment God speed and
are confident they will highly distinguish themselves in the land down
under,

The section staff was reinforced by the addition of two new men
this month. One was Sgt. (then Cpl.) W,D, Hartley, formerly of the Comm-
unication section, and the other was Sgt. J.H. Speer, late of the 2lst
Group S-3. Both men were welcomed with open arms. -

Promotions this month were received by Sgt. ".D. Hartley and Cpl.
H.A. Newman, Both were well earned and the section is now expectantly
awaiting cigars.

On 1l June, 19hki, the 9th Radar Calibration Det. was attached to
this Squadron. They have 23 flying persomnel and two B-2L J type air-
eraft. This section is hanfling the administrative end of their flying
training and consequently when reports must be made, cperations is a
veritable beehive of activity. Martyrs that we are-——-we feel that we
shall all be rewarded in the Cther World, however, in the interim, our
patience becomes a bit taxed=--———and so does Capt. Kilholland's wrist,
what with the signing of all the additional paper work.

The joint Army-Navy Fanoeuvers took place on 27 June 194 and
were highly successful from the Squadron point of view. (e were wery
pleased to find that Lt. Baer, one of our Assistant Operations Officers
finally got in his lick at the ememy (simulated). It seems he shot
dovm (simulated) fifteer or sixteen of them=----so lodk out, Tojol

The topic of morale is still a subject not openly discussed by the

o
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majority of the men. From all indications it seems that the Ping-Pong
and Fool tables in the Day Hoom will hardly replace our faded dreams
of furloughs after two years overseas., Our move to John Rodgers should
help some, because it is at least possible to get off the Fost and for-
get it all by becoming paralyzed with a few drinks of Island Gin, It is
also encouraging to have a Squadron Commander who is doing his utmost to
make sweating this war out a little easier.

The end of the month found the Squadron with 1,99:00 logged and a
wide array of training missions, which is an enviable record what with
our two moves, inclement weather and lack of airplanes.

Engineering's erractic month, swept through with the Squadron's
fiasco movement to livkuleia and then back to John Rodgers. Quite accus-
tomed to the well Imown characteristics of Amy procedures the Gth Sq.
personnel were not too greatly perturbed. The debacle of moving did
not go without its compemsating factor however, for the cobwebs of non=
essential accunulated equipment and material were eliminated and the
consequenting knowledge, experience and efficiency derived may prove ifs
value at a not too far away date.

The techrnical activity of this section is still more or less shroud-
ed with anticipation for the expected P-0l's, Freparations for their
arrival have been initiated; the men are familiariséne themselves with
pertinent directives; requisitions have been submitted for necessary equip-
ment andd'a. list for additional persomnel to crew the ships has also been
submitted. -

One of the more highlighting-event of the month was the difinite
breach of the Technical Inspection Department from the Engineering
Section to which it has been closely allied in the past. The
Inspector however, is still a asigned categorically under Engineering.
Although a lliance of these two departments was never necessarily amthor-
ized by squadron organizational policy (save for the fact that the constant
technical advice offered by the Inspectors incited this close cooperation),
‘the recommendation of Colonel G.h. Vhatley, VII Air Force Field Inspector
in his report of this squadron, prompted the separation.

It was this higher echelon's contention that a "competent NCO be
appointed Technical Inspector and that this NCO together with any ass=—
istants necessary, be responsible directly to the Commanding Officer,
since the few officers in a fighter squadron with sufficient technical
knowledge for inspection a re flying Ofiicers, and the principle duties of
these Officers is of such importance as to leave insufficient time for
inspection duties.”

The atitude existing between the present Technical Inspector and
the line persomnel falls into a very delicate category. Tnether this
"abrasion” is created merely by "habitual hatred" for all inspectors or
whether it is aroused by negligence of the inspector regarding his "con—
duct" (as outlined in Section V, Technical Order 00-15-1) remains to be

_"' :
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The ratings alloted Engineering provided on of the biggest up-lifts
in morale that this section has experienced in a long time, 4 good portion
of the Upls. and Sgits. ratings were given to Engineering persomnel, but
that is easily justified when viewed with the fact that one third of this
section consisted of Pvits. The efforts employed by the Commanding Officer
and the Line Chief making these ratings possible are greatly appreciated.

W/Sgb. John Trubilla is waiting the results of his appeavance before
an Officer's gqualification board in regards to a "spot Commission™ appoit-
ment. It is the wish and desire of everyone to see him appointed.

: Our former Line Chief, 1i/Sgt. N.J. Brooks, has gone down under on a
mission of war on an Aircraft Carrier to deliver some Army Fighter Adr-
craft to a theatre of Operations. Pvt, Haoul M. Morales has been trans-
fered from the Engineering Dept, to the 5-2 Uepartment.

Armament :

On June 6th the remaining detachment of men leaving for an unknown
destination left this section.

lisetings were held twice a week during the month and members of the
section conducted lectures on various phases of armament and ordnance,
These included HRockebs, P-06l armament installations and aerial torpedoes.
Training films on aerial torpedoes were sscured from the Navy and shown
during the lecture,

This section began to move to our new base, Mokuleia, on June 8th and
were completely set up on June 9th. At all times during the squadron move=-
ment this section was on an operating basis and work was completed swiftly
and efficiently.

Tennis courts were available at liokuleia and the men in this section
played a great deal. A series of tournament matches were being drafted
for competitive playing to include armament and crdnance personrel, Many
of the men in this section have taken advantage of the speeial service
Officers facilities offered in trips to Hilo and to baseball games.

On June 16th Sgt, Walko and Sgt. Collins were assigned to this section
having been transferred from ancther squadron, :

On June 18th this section was again on the move, this time to return
to our former base at A.P.0. 953.

Fadar:

There is only one word that will explain this past month and that is
WSnafu®, What started out as a seemingly peaceful menth with nothing bub
two P=T0's to maintain as Radar trzining ships ended up in a succession of
movings. '

The first few days of the month saw our planes off to the combat zone
together with most of our men. The five enlisted men left had become re-
signed to their fate of staying on the island indefinitely and really locked

forward to a rather quiet period during which they would be able to catch
up on the passes that they had missed out on when they were preparing the
P-b6lts for their initiation to combat duty.

—
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Two men detailed for one week lcitchen police; one man detailed for
one week sanitation engineer. Regular night duty resumed normal.

Commmnication Officer and section chief were busy trying to get things
moved from Mokuleia and then trying to get set up at John ZRodgers as soon
as possible.

Promotions effective 27 June 19Ll in the commmnication section were
as follows: OStanley A. Wilk promoted from Corporal to sergeant; Mike
Bodriguez premoted from corporal to sergeant; Steve a Gavorchik promoted
from Private first class to corporal.

Yoral 90 Per cent low, 10 percent high, due to ratings.
tOrisence Seetien:

Following is a 1list of activities, Ordnance Section, this Squadron,
for the month of June, 19,

Detachment going down under left this squadron on the 6 June, 19l
Five (5) Ordnance mer and fourteen (1) Armament men were included.

A1l armorers in both Ornance and Armament sections werked one day in
the ammunition shack., They aided in ha.nd]j.qgl,ligainting and storage of all
types of ammmition used by this squadron, enabled every man in this
section to become thoroughly familiar with the variocus types of ammmition
being used. ;

A coloFad drawing has been made of Fuze, P,D., My for Rocket, H.E.,
b.5", 18, *his is a simplified blown up drawing and has been used in
this squadron for instructional purposes. Data and information for the
drawing was taken from the Ordmance Officer. FPhotostatic copies will be
submitted for distribution.

This squadron has been busy moving the past monmth, Armament and
Ordnance sections were ready to operate at all times during these moves,
Shop was Set up expertly in & mimium of time.

As mentioned in previous reports, all men in Ordnance and Armament
sections are being familiarised with all types of Ordnance Material used
in airplanes. ,Vext lecture to be held on day, 26 June, 194li. The sub-
Ject; Aerial “orpedo, MK 13. 411 cuprent data dnd training films have
been secured on loan, from the Naval orpedo 0fficer, Ford Island.

BiitesT Fersennet:

There were no changes in Officers or Imlisted men assigned to this

Section.

Cpl. Jack B, Offenstein, hospitalized as of 26 May 19hl;, returned to
duty as of 22 June 19Ll.

Hospitalizationa:
Sgt. AnddewJ, Zahoryin admitted to 1lL7th General Hospital as of 25

o
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