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Uperations:

May was & month of unusual setivity. Delivery of the long awaited P-61
began arriving 1 May 1944, In eddition to regular training flights, includ-
ing formation flying, gumery and searchlight missions, extensive training
was given in the P-6l., ¥ajor Mahr was the first pilot to check out, and all
the pilote and observers who were alerted for shipment to & secret destination
had 25 hours in the new planes, of which an average of approximetely 10 hours
was at night, Altogether, the squadron perticipated in four searchlight
missions. A total of seven hundred and eighty one hours and forty five min-
utes was flown by all type planes in the squadron.

There were two accidents during May. On May 3rd Lt. Francis and Lt.
Habermean, each in a P-70 type eiroraft had an msccident while texiing in for
a takeoff on and Aerial Gunnery Miséion. Lt. Heberman taxied inte the rear
of Lt. Francis' plane, causing considerable damage to both planes. One
plane was transferred to Hickam Sub-Depot and the other was repaired by
squadron personnel. No one was injured in the mccident.

During the evening of 10 May 1944, ths 6th Squadron furnished four P-47's
for a Bearchlight Mission. The enemy was simulated by B-24's. Captain
Keene led the flight and Lt. Brunette was element leader., While teking off,
Lt, Brunette hed a little bad luek. The right tire on his plene blew out
efter he had obtained a ground speed of apppoximately ninety miles per hour.
He tried to attain enouzh speed to take the plane off but was too close to
the end of the runway and had to ground-loop the plane intentionally. After
ground-looping, the plane hit a rock crusher at the side of the rumway with
the left wing and left side of the fuselage. The plane was pretty well wash-
ed out and was tramsferred to Hickam Sub-Depot. Lt. Brunette was Not in-
jured in any way.

Engineoring:

Perhaps at no time since the activation of this squadron in 1917 have
svents been more radieal and sgressive in nature then those of this past
month of May 1944,

With the gradual transfer of the P-6lA's from AAF Air Depot, AP0 #0653
to the squadron, activity and interest of the personnel involved in their
maintenance and operation, heightened to a maximum of efficiency intent in
the preparation of Northrop's Black Widows for combat duty. The task for
the preparation of these ships involved far more than the usual routine
inspections and first or second echelon maintenance. The ships were new;
their peculiarities and complete particular operational constructions were
unknown, and save foe an unoffieial Technical Order (01-15FB-2) published
by Northrop, there existed an almost complete lack of erection, maintenance
and operational technical instruetions.... but thanks to the ingenuity and
and the technieal ability of ¥/Sgt. John Tribilla (Enzineering Line Chief)
and to the invaluable eid of Mr, D, Collins (Northrup Technical Represen-
tative) with his highly proficient methods of procuring necessary parts,
the defects encountered were corrected. Only one defect, beyond control,
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the cracking of a preheater door resulting in an engine change beceuse
of nicks ineurred in the normal stage impeller, slightly hampered the

squadron's maintenance progress.

Of the eight P-6l's supposed to have been assigned to this squadrom,
only seven wore received., The eighth one was lost while enroute from the
Air Depot to this field for transfer, Those who witnessed the accident
affirmed thet the aireraft's right engine died out while at an altd tude of
2,000 feet. The pilot atbempted to circle for a landing, but the plane
lost eltitude very rapidly and erashed into the sea about 200 yards offshore.
Sgt, Jewell swam out to the ship which lay upside down with it's tail
slightly above water, but could do nothing in regards to the occupants.

Armement:

We received second P-6l airplane and commenced detailed instructions
of personnel on Armement Equipment on 3 May 1944. Lt. Watts and 1/sgt.
Leird started experiments to improve L-3 sight, which pilots found %too
bright for Hight Firing. Persomnel found Armement Equipment on these
gireraft to be easy to work om.

On 7 May 1944, §/Sgt. Tetreault, Sgt. Snell, Cpl. Stimpson emd Pvt.
Petrie entered this section, having been transferred from other squadrons.

During the period from 11 May 1944 through 21 May 1944, firing was
eonducted (P-47) in which 7,096 rounds were expended without a stoppege.

On 24 May 1944, Sgt. Miozzi, Cpl's. Lucas and Rogen returned from
Gunnery School at Hickem Field.

On 25 May 1944, installation began on electrical wiring for Cal. 50
guns on P=6l airplanes by this section.

Radar:

This section lived from dy to day sweiting the arrival of the P-6l
eirplane, that would open to us & new field for work and study. In an-
ticipation of the new equipment, Lt. Henburg had very abley, teught us the
theory and the rudiments of the maintenance that would be required of us.
The section still had the SCR=540-A equipment to maintain in the P-70 at
that time, but by arranging our time into line end shop hours we were able
to spend & part of each day copying end studying the circuits of the new
SCR=720 set.

The great day finally arrived and the first P-6l landed en our field.

At this time we had only 12 enlisted men in our section, so we divided
them into three flights of four men each., After one sad experience of try-
ing to take up from where the installation men left off, it was mandatory
thet we start from scrateh, improving on some of their work and completely
rechecking and retuning the entire set. With 12 men, we were working at
about half strenghh, end &s it was necessery that much of our work be done
at night, there were times when a 'flight would work all night end part of
the next day, catching what sleep they could #Wile their planes were up om
e mission.
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After working on the aquipmen?gr on.‘l.y & short timo, 6 of our men
left, leaving us with only 7 men, (We had & new men transferred into the
uotion). At about this time we received orders to install the AN/APN-1,
This equipment was entirely new to us, but under the direction of Lt. Hans=-
burg, and with the aid of the sheet-matel worker, we got them installed

and in working order. The first results with the APN-1 were rather dis-
appbinting. The lack of proper test equipment deprived us of the oppar-
tunity to give it a thoruugh check. It naturally followed that the equip-
ment wouldn't give satisfactory results. In spite of our mttempts at ex-
planation, we were still met with reised eyebrows and remerks on the prac-
ticality of it whenever the set was mentioned,

By begging and borrowing, and the aid of an A-1 priority, we did got
enough essentials together to put all the sets in good operating condition
and to meke several modifications that proved very efficient. It was with
great pride that we bade farewell and good-lueck to the planes and two more
of our men, fully confident of the possibilities of the set in tactical
work.

Commumications:

OQur linemen installed new telephones and lines when orders were given
to move out of the ATC hengar. We also instelled lights in the dg~room to
make pool shooting more convienient for the men.

Iwo mechanics went to ignition school which consisted of a 10 day
course. OUne mechanic went to switvhboard school, lasting four weeks. Two
men, ons & teletype operator, one a mechanic at present, are at gumery
sehool. A four week course.

Five radio mechenics detailed for kitohen police during the month of
lay for one week,

Switohboard and Teletype operators were exceptionally busy during the
month, due to the fact that a shipment for down under was in progress.
Message center chief decoded several messages.

The line chief, Commmicetion chief, Communication officer, were very
busy getting equipment in readiness for shipment. Communication clerks
duties were about the seme as the other months with the exception of a few
more requisitions and many shipping tickets.

All men in the seotion took a physical fitness test.
Urinenes:

All psrsomnel going down under have fired a gualification course.
Weapon used was Cerbine, Cal. .30, M1,

Detachment scheduled to leave have received all supplies authorized
and are thoroughly equipped for combat duty.
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V'i gh*hson different lot nmn‘berl af 20 mn nmunition wes tested for
tracer. Not one showed any signs of tracer. However, 20mm combat emmunition
has been procured from the Navy. Lot #00P-26, Tracer plainly visible.

Combat smmunition hes been belted in the ratio of 3 HEI - 1 APT (nmo

tracer) - 1 APT (tracer).

This seetion has belted 15,000 rounds of 20mm combet emmunition for
the detachment going down under. FRemainder of the ammmition will be ship-
ped in sealed boxes, but will not be belted in this area.

All men in this squadrom have been shown & training film on the Carbine
Cal. 50, M1, In addition, men in the Ordnamce and Armement Sections have
been shown & training film on the 20mm Automatic Cannon.

Ordnance Officer, this squadron, has given instruction on the rocket
to a1l men in the Armement and Ordnance Sections. All availabde treining
material has been used. Proper assembly, disassembly and functioning has
been demonstrated on the Rocket, 4.5", Practice, M9.

A1l pilots have been instructed on the basic principles of the rocket
launcher and the manner in which fired fram the cockpit.

Courses in instruction for men in the Ordnance and Armement Sections
have been started by the Ordnance Officer, this squadron. These are sched-
uled twice weekly. The enlisted persomnnel will be given a subject applic=
sble to armement or ordnance and they are expacted to talk intelligently,
answer all guestions and be thoroughly familiar with the topic they are
assigned.

Intelligenee:

This section has been primarily concerned with the indoctrination of
the men scheduled for shipment with the area in which they will operate.
Geographic education on the Mariannas, Formosa, Palau, Yap, and the Bonin
Islands, has been developed., Security hes been stressed due to the departure
of & part of the squadron for combat., All pilots and navigators going
"down under" have attended the Bishop Museum lecture on self preservation
on the Tropiec Islands.

Mission reports, general information promotiom, and orientatiom, are
routine.

Medies:

There were no changes in officers or enlisted men assigned to this
section.

Cpl. Jek B, Offenstein admitted to Tripler General Hospital as of 26
May 1944, Cpl, Offemstein is still hospitaelized.

Pfe Harry A. Newman a.dmit'bed to Tripler General Hospital 7 May 1944;

discharged 13 lMay 1944.
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Pvt. Anthony M. Muti admitted to Tripler General Hospital ¢ May 1944;-
discherged 30 May 1944,

Sgt. Gale T. Bradford admitted to Tripler General Hospitsl 18 Nay 1944;
discharged 25 May 1944,

2nd 1t. Donald T, Evens admitted to Hicham Station Hospital 18 May
1944; discharged 22 May 1944,

Sgt. Arthur V. Madden admitted to Tripler Genersl Hospital 18 May 1944;
Sgt. Madden is still hospitalized, aweiting Medical Discharge from the Army
due to bronchial asthma.

A1 officers and enlisted men transferred from squedron to secret
destination were given typhus, cholera and tetanus immunizations.

Tmmuni zations against smallpox, typhoid fever, tetanus, were main-
tained at authorized levels for all officers and enlisted men of the squad-
rom.

There were 197 petients treasted at the Dispensary.

Thers weepe 304 treatments given.

211 officers and enlisted men transferred from the squadron to secret
destination were given physical inspection prior to leaving.

Routine physical inspections of 2ll emnlisted men were held,

One litter, esnves, semi-rigid, was sdded to the squadron aid equip-
ment as of 25 May 1944,

Jungle Packs of flying personnel leaving sguadron for secret destin-
ation were equipped with medical supplies.

There were no cases of venersel disease in the squadron nor have there
been eny for a period of nime months prior to this date.

There are no cases of communicable diseases in the squadrom,

Special Service:

The squadron bowling teem placed second in the Wheeler Field League.

The RBadar Section won an inter-squadron volley-ball Tournament. First
prise consisted of a "beer-bust" at the Officer's Beach House. Success was
evidenced by the consumption.

The baseball team placed second in the Hickam Field League. An average
of two games a week are played.
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Morele: (Two quotes from section reports)

"Judging from the morele among the non-rated and low-ranking person-
ell, the problem of dissatisfaction arising from an "aneven" distribution
of ratings seems to have inereased noticeably. This has been especially
true since the squadron's sbsorbtion of a number of first three graders.

The most deminating contentions asserted by these so called "di ssenters”

are that they have been in the service two or more years; that they are
graduates of technical schools, in many cmes two or more, snd that their
proficiency acquired from long hours of actual experience has been recog-
nized, (In meny instences Pvts. Pfes and Cpls have been awarded MOS's of
Crew Chiefs and $ecielists.) In their ressonbng of these factors it seems
hardly justifisble that they should be denied the ratings their duties are
authorized by the squadron's Tablr of Organization, especially since certain
"favored" elements are rated in excess to Table of Organization specifieation.
Te add insult to injury, the absorbed "rankf transferred into this section
are given the positions which rightfully belong to these reting-negleted

6th squadron personnel, consequently denying them the opportunity to dis-
play their sbilities.

This problem is resulting in a definite deterioration of ambition
and initistive. The eventusl consequence of the quality of maintenance
performence remains to be seem.”

(A E RN R RN

"iost men who have been stationed on the island for two years or more
were anxiously swaiting results on the rotation plan. When results were
published, it was & great disappointment to all the men",

Comment :

Morale is good. Furloughs are needed, Most of all there must not be
reasons for few furloughs such as "lack of shipping gpace", Evidence of
imported non-essentials to the islands are too evident.

A7 LAt

D.P. I-II k¥ N
1st Ltc, A;cn’
Historical Officer.
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