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  DETAC   II  FT   Bi hILGkT FIGHTER SQUkDR0I3

.
18th  ter Group, AAF,

    709

15 December 19 3.

SUBJFOTt FIietorical Record of Gxganization.

TO : Con  andi ng s ener al , U.Sti FL4P 1,  , . P . O. 502 .(Tf  IT: Conrnand in g Of f'i c er , 18t h r i ght er Gr oup, APD 709 ) ,

1, In compliance with k.R. 345-105, dated 18 _ oveanbsr 1929,
as amended by Chan;es 1 and 3, the following Hi torical :.ecor

d of this
orgar.izatian, is aubnitted for the poriod 1 Gctober 1943 to 15 Decenber
19 +3 .

a , Or i za.t i on s
( 1

 
Des i   sa t i on s Det a cY  ent   B  rIi ght F i g  t er Squa dron ,ljth Sir Force.(2) Location s Gu dalcar.a

l, 3olor on Islands,

b . Cha r  e s i n Or ; ani zat i on : Redos i gne t ed Det a c'r  ent   B 
I ;i g:  t Fi ght er Squa dr on f rom 6t h F:i gh t Fi ght er 5 qua dr on(Det), and aesi ned to the 13th   ir Force per War Departr
mant Radiogra .,

x.G. 322, dated 16 September 1943.

c . 9 t r eng t h , co  ,i s ai oned and en l i et e d t
( 1 ) 1   et ober 1943 = 17 Uf ° i cer e , 3 Fl i gh t QPf i c er e and

9 + en l i gt ed men .(2) 15 October 1943: 1 enl.
ieted man  oined organization

f'rom 12th Fighter Squadron.(3  20 October 1y43s I Officer transferred to 18th Fighter
Gr oup .(4) 22  ctober 1943  10 enlieted men joined organize tion
from 6th Replacement Depot.(5) 31  ctober 1943: 16 Officers, 3 Flight Officers a.nd105 enliated man.( 6 ) 17 r.ov emnber 1943 i  F Of f i cer e a s s i s ned f r om 12t h Fi ghi eer
Squa dr on .( 7 ) 2 1 Nov ember 1943 = 1 O  i c er t r ane f err ed t o t ha   19 t h

Ni g,
ht Fi ght er S quadron(8) 27 November 19 43s 1 Officer tranefarred to the 70th

Fi ght er Squ,adr on , AP O 717 .

.. 1 ..

/
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(Aietorical Record of Organization, cont d).

(9 ) 28 Nov ember 19 +3 t 2 Of P̀i cer e t r a ns f err ed t o  +19t h Ni ght Fi ght er
8 quadr on , a .P . 0 . 70g .

( 10 ) 30 1?ov ember 19k3 = 16 Of f i c er s , 3 Fl i ght Gf'Pi c er s e nd 105 enl i s t ad

man .
( 11 ) 3 Decenber 191+3 : 2 Of Pi cer e t ra ns f err ed t o t he 419t h Ni g  t Fi ght ar

8 que;dr on .
(12) 5 December 1943s 2 enlisted men traneferred to 12th Fighter 3quadron.
(13) 9 Decenber 19l+3  1 enlieted man asaigned from 347th Fig ter Group,

APO 502 , D.. B . enrout e t o j o i n.
9 enlieted men assigned from 339th Fighter Squa.dron,
APO }02, D.B. enroute to join.
11 en l i st ed nen a s e i gned fl ro© 67t h Fi g  t er g quadr on,
D. B. enro ut e t o j o i n .

( 1  ) 11 December 1943 1 1 enl i s t ad man a ae i g ne d and j oi ned P'rom Hq. eual Hq.
3quadron, 13th Fighter Co:  and, APO 709.
13 enlisted men transferred fror  68th Fighter
9quadron, APO 91 . D.B . enroute to jo1n.

(14) 12 Decenber 191+3s 1 Officer assigned and joined from 18th Fighter
Gr oup ,   PO 709 .
1 U 'ficer assigned and joined from 13th Fighter
Cozrs , a ndi APO 709 .
1 Ugf i cer a s s i g ned f rom 68t h F i   h t e r Squa dr on ,  0 913 , D. B . enr o ut e t o jo i n .
12 O  f i cer s a nd 3 .y l i ght Of f i cer s t r ans f err ed t o
  15 t h i3i ght Fi ght er 3 qua dr on  APO 709 ,
15 enl i s t ed Wen as s i gned f ron 70t h F'i ght er 9 que dron
APC 717 , D. S . er.r o ut e t o j o i n .
1 enl i s t e d r  an a as i ` ned and j o i ned f rom 18t h Fi ght er
Group , APO 7Uy .
1U ent i at ed man a s e i gned and j o i ned f ro;  12t,h
Fighter Squadron,  r  j09.
9 enl i s t ed man a s s i gned t'r om 4  t h Fi  ;ilt er 8 quadr on
APO 708, D.B . enroute to join.
87 enl i s t ed men t rans f err ed t o 419t h Ni Qht Fi ght er
9 quadr on ,   .PC 7a 9 .
5 enl i et ed :nen t rans f err ed t o 347t h Fi g  t s r Gro up ,
APO 50 2 .
3 enl i st ed : .en t rans   'err ad t o 12t h Fi ght er 9quadron,  709•1 enl i st ed man t raasf err ed t o 4 +t h Fi ght er 3quadron,
.aPO 708.
2 enl i st ed men t ranef err ed t o 70t h Fi ght er Squadr on,  717.(15) 13 December 19 +3: 1 enlisted man trane erred to 70th Fighter 6quadron,aPO 717.( 16 ) 15 Dec ember 19 +3 t Det a chment ' B  Pii ght Fi gh t er Squadr on , di s banded

and 10 Offic®ra and 77 enlistad men absorbed by
 }19t h    i gh t Fi oht er Squa dr on , 6P 0 70 9

.. 2 ..
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    i at or i ca l Re cor d o f Or ga ni zat i on , cont ' d) .

d. Statione  pernanent or teuporary) of unit or parta thereof.
(i) Arrived at APU 7uy from bPC  y y, 2  Fenruar-, 

1y4S.

e . Fdar che s and Voya ge s s
(1) t October 1y43 :   en iated men departed   7vy to

DS APCi ( 1  .
1 urr i.c er depa r t s d APU 7Uy t o DS APO 5u2 .( 2 ) 6 Oct o ber t y43 t 4 Cf tYcer e depa r t ed APO 7uy t o DS  .R)   u2 .( j ) l   Cc t ob er 1y43 s 1 Uf i 'i c er depart ed APO 7vy t o DS AP'0 715 •(   ) 14 Oct ober 1y4  : s 0   'Pi cer depart ed i  PO 70y t o D3 APU 7 15 .( 5 ? 7 I3ov ember 1943 t 1 u f f i cer and 1 Fl i ght Of z''i c er dapart ed
NPO 709 to DB APG 715.( 6 ) 8 P3o vember 1943 s  + enl i s t ed   ;en dapar t e d APO 70 y t o DB
  0 715.( 7 ) 2 F I ov embar 1y43 s 1 Opi 'i cer depart e d MPO 709 t o TD  .PO 7 17 .(8 ) 26 IJov ember 1y43 : 4 Ggf i c er a depa.rt ed APO 709 t o DS  iPO 715 ,(9 ) 27 ilo vea b or 1y43 : 1 en l i at ed nan depart ed APO 70 9 t o DS
APO 502.( 10) 2y tJove,::ber l y4j s 2 enl i s t ed aen depar t ed APO 70y t o D8
aPO 502.( 1 1 ) 10 De ce:  ber 1943 : 1 0   'f i cer depa rt ed AFO 70y t o DS A P O 715 .

f . Oat7pa i gn.$ s
( 1 ) iZame o f s I or t her n 8o l omona Ceunpa i gn .Fro,:  ?ti Febr uary 194 3 t o pr e s ent , t 'ne pi l ot e and

enlieted uen or thia organization participated in
t tle ceL.pa i gn of t ne i or t he z n 3o l o-.aon I s i anda . The
superioritiy of thei,r training was ampty demonstrated
during this caupaign.(2) Duratlon s
Fron 2t  February 1y43 to date in combat crew rotation,lU weeka in tne Solorbon Ialanda, 9 days regt leave inAuckl and ,   :ew Zee l and , e,i 't er xtl l ch t nePy r et ur n t o t h i aba s e f or cont i nued oper at i dna,( j ) Aut hor i t y or der i n ;s

- All pilote and crexa orderea  .nto action per Radio-
. gz am, Oo  a :di r  Gener a :      e ent h Fi ght e r Cammand ,

,
g. Battleas

( 1) (a ) Dur i ng t he par i ods of oper at i ona i n t he So i ou,on
Ialanda  rom 2u February 1y43, the pilota ar  crewshave atood gxound and air alerts over Guadalcanal,Ruas et l s and Z ex Geor g i a . To  ar da t he end oP Oct o be r
ly4j, intruder : ieBivns and nig t atrafing nisaiona
x er e begu n over Bo uga i nv i l l e ,(b) P ilota have on several instancea intercepted Jap

n i   t r a i a e r e a nd e i t h or e ho t t h ea:. do ; rn o r pr ev e n t e d
t h em f ron :  a k i ng t h e i r r un a o v e r t n e i r t a r g e t a .P l an e s , aupp l y du   p e a.n d bar g e a ha v e be s n _

ds i   o y e d
dur i ng t h e n i t i n t r uder mi a s i o ne o n Bo t, ga i nv i l l e .

r  j  

I
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(Fiistorical Record of Orgaaization, cont d).

(2  Folloxino is the score of planea shot dot m by pilote
o  this organization :

COi'dFIR:   D. PROBA BLE.

Pilot T e Date T e Date
Ca t . Bar k er 1 .•1B 8 et t e . l 4
Ca t . 3 enne t t 1  •  Sa 1 1 A r . l
Oapt. Harrell 1 R  (Betty Ju1.17/ 3

• 1 MB Bet t k , 14  i
Ca t . Tu t t l.e 1 MB Bet t J u1. 1
Lt . i  :e i g s 1 : ID Bet t y Au g.   S/ 43

2  -IB Bet t Sa 1  
Lt . Va n Bi bber 1 Zer o Hap J un . l 3

1 Zer o (Hap)   ov . 6/  +3

h . Com:aen d i n g GP  i c er s dur i ng  :or t h en Sol onon Campa i gn f r om 28
February 1943 to date=

:•:a j or g i dn ay F. Wha r t on , 28 Feb . 19  •3 t o 15 J ul y 1947 .Captain Ralph F. Jonas, 15 July 1943 to 26 9epteanber 1943.
- Capt a i n Emer s on Y. Ba r l  er , 2 6 9 ept e:.ibe r 194 3 t o 9 Oct ob er 1943•Ca pt a i n Ra l ph F. J on es , 9 Oct ob er 1943 t o 2 1 i lov e-:::b er 15 +3 .Capt a i n E  e r s on Y. Bar ker , 21 i ov en ber 1943 t o 28 F ov . 1943 .CQpt a i n Ear l G. Benr,et t , 28 iyov e,: .b er 1y43 t o 15 Dec . 19 43 .

i. Loasoa in action:
Of   i c s r s a nd en l i s t ed n en s   ion e i n p er i od f  on 1

_
Oct obsr 19 F3 t o 1  Dec e  c er 1    .3 ,

 
,. •' xa r ds a rLd Aeaox•a t i on e :

I=ia j or 3 i dn ey F . ti  'na r t on J r . , wa e a wa r ded t h e Ai r
 •.e da l on 5 Ai, ; u s t 1g43 .Captain ailton C. Nillebrand, ti+as awarded the Air
  ieda l on 5 a ugust 1943,Ca ,t a i n Ea t•1 C. Bennet t , wa s axar dod t he di r   :edal on
5  ugust 1943.Capt a i n Ral ph F. Sugnet , xa a axar ded t he di r   :edal on
5 • ucuet 19  3.
Capt a i n Ra l ph F. Tu t t l e , wa e awar ded t h e a i r :•:eda l on
5 Au  u st 19  3 an d Gak Lea,  Cl us t sr t o t he d i r :-ieda l
on 4 Oct o ber 1943 .Lt . J a c:  Br a dner ,   ra.s a wa r de d t h e k i r   Ieda l on   0

De c eaber 19  43   :.d Ca   Lea,f Cl us t er t o t h a Ai r Z: eda l
on 10 Dec a:ab ar 15 43 .Lt . Henr y : :e i g a I I , wa s a ti•ia r dod t h e Si l v er 9t a r on23    ,  ;ust 1y43.
T  Sgt . Ra y  .•ond    . : .oon ey , wa e awa r dad t h e Air  •iada l
on 5 Auu„  us t 1943 .Sgt . Cur t i s t  . r  l er t , wa s awar de d t h a Ai r i :eda l on
5 j•u  u st 194j .

.  .. _
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(Hiatorical Record of Organization cont'd).

g gt . Erai l M. St a j cer , was ati,tar ded t he a i r i  edal on

5 hu gu at 19 +3 .
8gt . Edvri n E. To  l i nson , was awar ded t he hi r Aiedal on
5 Auguat 1943.

k. :liscellanaoue:
( 1 ) Det a cl  ent i B  I ii gh t Fi ; ht er Squadr on i nt ro-

duced i.nstrus
ion fighting in  ,•hie area. Raida

have b ee n r  ada i n bo:- b- ca r ry i ne P- 38 ' s aad P- p 'e

upon t he a i r f i el da , bi vou a c ar ea s a nd bar ge s on
the Ieland of Bou;ainville. Enea y planee have
been de s t r oy ed on t h e   ro und, ack- a ck guxie hav e
been s i l enc ed and one bar g e has be en bl o m. up .

( 2 ) Dur i :  g t he l andi ng operat i ons on Bouga i nv i l l e

o n 1 Ieov enb er 1943 , pl a ne g o f Det achment ' b  

  i ght Fi oht or Squa dr on s uppl i ed ni ght cov er . ov er
the Task Force a.n

d landing bargea.
( 3 ) Det a ch  :ent ' B  I7i   h t Fi ; h t er Squadr on ha s be en

d i s 'aa.nde d a s o f 2  U0 1j Dec a   u e r 1943 a Zd t he
personnel and equipnent h.ave baen absorbed by
t h e n ewl y a r r i v ed   19t h rli gh t F i   h t er 3qua.dro n.

(  }) De t a chr  .ent   B  or i ; i na l l J , t Ya 6t h i ti   h t Fi ght er
Squa ar on ( Det ) ha s ear ned t 'ne r eput e t i on a s one
of the best AAF units in this asea. The pilota
YkAVe ea rn ed t h e gr a t i t ua o ot t h e s ol di er a i n t he
Solouon Islanda who have been e ble to aleep  ore

soundly due to the support of the ni;ht fi hters.
i:uch cr edi t f or t _

   e succ e s a of t he Det a ch.: ent   B
operatione gv to the enliated  en of the unit,
who, by their i.ngenu

ity and inventiveneaa, in

spite of tl̂.e shortage of toole and equip ent

r anaged to  e©p the planes in excellent condition.
To thase  .en, the pilota and the enlisted  en of
Det a ch  ant   B' I i   t r i ght er Squadr on , go t he
h eart Pe l t   Thanks oi ' t h e war r i or a of t he Sol o:  on
Islands for those  Japlese° nights.

  'i/ c-- .
B ARL C. BSt    'TT,
Ca pt a i n , 1  F,
Cor,  . andi ng .
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  1, „ a   _ COMGEr SCPAC ADVAIyCED ,  i/ Y

AP4 #? 9

16 De cemb e r 19  3 •

SUBJECTs CO1V  I  'NDATION.

TO s The Thirteenth Air Force. .

1 . Fr om 25 Jul y 191 3 , t o 20 November 1943, Ǹ.aj or Cene ral  tat han
Twining, by direction of Comsopac and pursuant to the air employment directives
and policies of Comairsopac,comma.nded the Allied Air Forces Solommns, Brigadier
General Dean C. Strother, served as Fighter Comnan.

der, while Brigadier General
William A.  (athony

(then Colonel) waa Bomber Comaander.

2. During this period, immeasurable dr mage was done to the enemy,
Hi s s hi ps and bar ge a ive re de s t r oye d , al l of t Y e New Ge or gi a Gr oup wa a ove r run
by our forces, Treasury was captured, and Bau gainvi.

lle was i nva ded the Jap
was subjected to heavy loss of aircraft and personnel, and his Bo ugainvil.

le
airdromes Rere made untenable. As a reault we have materially improved our
pos i t i on f or f  ar t he r a s s aul t s on t he enemy , and  re have a cqu i r e d i mFor t ent •
naval f a c i l i t i e s and man,y

f i ne a ddi t i ona l a i r d r ome s . A gre a t s ha re of t t ,e
c re di t f or t he se v i c t or i e s g o e s t o t he Ai r Ar rn; t o t he a3 r men of t he Ar my ,
Navy,Ǹarine Corps, and R.oyal New Zealand Air For ce, both sho re a n d car rier
ba se d .

3, In all this the 13th Air Force, its Fighter Com m a n d,Bomber
Command, Se r vi ce Comman d , and al l t he of f i ce r s an d me n of f l i ght a r_d __r oun d

e che l ons have ha d a ma j or r ol e   Your con t r i bu t i on f or t he s ucce s s of t he
campa i gn s of t he k r med For ce s i s i ns pi r i r.g

t o a l l . You r c our age , y ou r s pi r i t

of high endeavor, your patient endurance of diaconforts,harda hips an d dan ers
qour chee r f  al ne s s t hr u 811 an d y otar wi l l t o w i n ar e a s our de of pr i de t o a l l

Rho are concerned with the de struction of Japanese Forces,th e annihilation of

his military power and the imposition of swift retributior on his milit ry
leadera,his governmQnt and subjecta. •

 
..

The 13th Air Force will continu e to carry the fight until the
J a p i s con pl e t l y cr ushe d , ar.d made t o pay r.La.ny t i me   ov er f o r t he cr i me s he
has committed against our airmen,soldiers,sailors,and mar3.nes,aad

for t Y e besti al
deoei t and br ut al i t y of Aaar l Harbor   t he Phi l i ppi r e s   Chi na and bial aya .

5. The 13th Aix'Force,born on the 13th of January,1943,is now almost

a year old--and what ay ear! Many of yvu men of this force have been carrying
on in this area since before our attaclts and capture of GUS.dalcanal and Tvlagi.
Yo u have xorlfled and s a eats d t hr ough t he mud and heat   t he u al ari a , the dan8er s
and bardships of the early days at Efate  Eapiri tu Santo aad Cruadalcanal• Yvu
wondered t hen i f our m eage r f or oe c a ul.d real l ,p st op t he Jap. But soan t hi s
doubt chang ed to confidence aa t e gatharing power and momentum of our forces
increased  and then ynu helped to break forev er the myth of Jap invincibilitp

and to b ].as
t him out of ( adalcanal, the Russella, Munda and all of NeR Georgia

C  aixp, and now Treas uiy and Baugai nvi l l e . You have seen hi m def eat e d i n t tya
air, an the grarund and an the sea. The isswe is no langer in doubt,

- 1 -
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" - To: The Thirteenth Atr Force  16 December 194 3.

6, Our peogle at home t,al  pride in yaur accompliehmante
and sacrifiaes, glory in yaur victories and rev erence the memoiq of
ycna oomrade s who wi 11 not go home .

'. . . God bless y au for yovr aohievements and grant each
of yvu tt e fortitude to oarry on to complete victoty . Ke©p healthy 
 aeep Smi l i ng and hee p f i ght,i ng .

/e/ M. F. Aarmon  t J M. F. HrAR'  ON
Lieutenant General

D• S •  

dG z 01 , 2z l at Ind. CGf lII JO/ j dd
HF' ADQUAKI'ERS THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE, AFO  719, z2 December 1943.

Tos Ca m®anding Offioera, il].Units  Thirteenth Air Force,

l , I t i s   ri t h ooasi derabl e gi  at i f i cat i an and pr i de t hat I f or war d
t l  s above oommendat i oon f   om t he C •*  s .,  i ng General , Uni t ed St ate e   z'm3T
Forces in the Sauth P aifio Area, to every member of the Thirteenth
Iir Force.

2, General Aarn on  a sgl endi d t ri bnt e   i l ]. ba r ead t o evary membe r
of t hi e a i r f orce at t he f i r s t f armat i an af t er recei pt of t hi s l e t t er ,

3, l oopy of t hi a oommet dat i one ui l .7. be made a per t of t be bi s t ori oal
recorde of eaoh organizatia t.

  8f   kY L•        t f RAY L. OYlBNS B -i gadi er Genaral   II . S. Araqr,C .

e c zoi .22 znd Lt.   1  13 
I  DqU,lIRT  AS ZI II FIGHTER C  B  ID , l P0 709  27 De cember 1943.

TOs Co  tnandi ng Of f i oer a, JI11 II ni t s , %III Fi ght er Comme,nd.

1. Wi t h a deep aense of appre ci at i.on f or t he e  empl ar  and vnt i ri ng
e f f ort s of al l of f i csr s a  +d men of t he BI II Fi ght er Comc  nd, I t ahe pl ee s tn e
i n f or    di ng t he f oregoi ag co® endat i on fl ro m t h e Commoandi ng General US  F'
ia the South Pacific Area, together  rith the indorgement of th e Commaading
Gensral , Thi rt eent h   A'!r Force .

2, Needlese to say, esah of yau has played an importent pert in the
succe ssf lil . camps i gi is t o Whi eh t he Comanandi ng Genei'a1 has so pr aurdl p ref erred .

3. paragraph 3, preceding indorsement, xill be compliod sith,
%t  E: w: a  r  s;     

c ol os el , Ai r c orps ,Coffi nandi ng ./ s   " .   '`  - ,
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