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- . CONFIDENTIAL,

Page Two of 531st Fighter Squadron liission Nos 4-l.

navigational aid from a B-29: Lt. anderson, element leader of Red Flight,
was been to explode by his wingman, Lt. Bosley, who had followed hin west
to east across the bay below Tokyo, Lt. inderson had dropped his wing tanks
and ¢linbed across the bay from 12 to 23,00 feet when he did & roll and a
half and was split S'ing down when his plane exploded. No flames was ob=
served, just a little puff of smoke and the wings came off, then the plane
seemed to blow up, Lt. Bosley shot down one Tony at 12,00 feet. He ob-
served his burst to hit in the right wing roots and pieces flying off when
the plane went into a spin and was last seen going down at about 5000 feet,
Other than 1t: anderson, members of Red Flight reached the rally point at
Aifferent times and returnsd from there to bases

Blue flight rendezvoused with the bomber force at Kozu, snd took their
position on the right flank of ‘the bombers as they made a wide circle about
Kozuand headed North for the coast of Japan. One small freighter cbserved
heading for Japan, another, a large transport, was seen leaving the ccast=~
line off Shimoda. They crossei the coastline near Hiratsuka at which
point they saw twec very large, intensely white puffs of smoke appear about
2000 feet =bove the bomber forces

Vapor trails, from possibly 10 planes, very wide, were seen east of O
Shima at about 25 - 30,000 fest.

Intense, heavy flak wag observed to burst above the bombers as the
formations traversed the coastline from Yougawara to Yokohama, This flak
wns of the barrage type, high but accurate. On this lez of the flight, an
airplane, presumed to be Japanese, was seen to go down in flames over land
on the left flank of the bomber formatiocn.

Over Yokohama, Lt. Spillman's plane developed engine trouble. The
bombers turned north, and Blue flight turned southeast to take Lt. Spillman
to the rally point. They took cover under a layer of alto-stratus clouds
at 10,000 feet about 30 or L0 miles off the coast at 120° from Tokyo while
searching for the submarine and Cyclones. On the way to the rally point,
one Nick was observel at about 17,000 feet, North of Tateyama, but made
no attempt to attack.

Blue Flight tried to make radio contact with the submarine, but were
unsble to. After circling 20 to 30 minutes, visual contact was made with
a B-29 navigator, They joined with the B-29 navigatcr and about 35 other
fighters, and came back tc base. '

Haze was encountered in layers at various altitudes, and moderate N. to
N.W. winds were noted, leather over Japan was Cavu.

Blue Flights communications were very poor. They received nc OU
signals, and their radics cut out occasionally.

Green flight was over Target area at 18,000 to 20,000 feet. No enemy
aircraft were observed. in was all directed at bombers and appeared
heavy and accurate, Fighters kept 3000 to 4000 feet above the bembers and
about 4 mile to the right of them. Green Flight flew over Yokohama to a
point 10 miles West of Tokyo then east across the bay to the rally pcint.
Coast area just scuth of Yokchoma was heavily covered by sA. Two phosph-
orous shells, white puffs ("looked like cumulus clouds about 50 feet hizh")
with streamers going up were cbserved to burst,

5. L. CAVU cver Tokyo, mocderate winds.
B, Pcor

6, None

7. 1890 rounds of 50 caliber = o ine -y
6199 gallons of gzasoline

B. None

Statements
ggSTRUCTION OF AIRPLANE "TONY" AND "NICK" IN AIR.

S— Y
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Statement of Capt, fHarsy C. Crim, J¥. 0659669,

* Yy flight was over a bomber box just south of Tckyc when a Zeke
was reported at six o-clock high. iy flight turned 180° and the Zeke passed
over head, At this time I saw a Tony going in the oppcsite direction abcut
1000 fest lower, I made a overhead attack on him but cculdn't get the right
amount of lead so ocn the reccvery from 500 feet below him I gave him a short
burst from close range., Over shcoting I pulled up over him and relled on my
back, From this positicn I could see the left side of his engine burning.
He then started about a one needle-with turn to the left and I drcpped back
on his tail., From this pesition I fired a three or fceur secend burst
from about 300 feet. His right wing came off at the middle panel, I broke
off to the right and saw a Nick at about two miles at three O-clock t< me,
same level, making a large circle to the left. I cut his circle and started
firing at abcut 700 feet at 30° and fired till I over shot, I pulled up on
the cutside of his turn and then Aropped back cn his tail, His left engine
nacelle ani left wing was burning as I closed in on the seccnd attack, I
fired again until I over ran at which time his fuselage was starting tc burn,
I pulled up ani circled cnce and headed for Rally Point, I was locking back
constantly an! saw him crash into the southeastern suburbs of Tokyo.

_ﬁ’/ e i 7,(_‘(’3}! T
a . 3 .y 3
Captain, air Corps.

DES RUCTION OF "TONI™ IN ~IR.
Stetement ef 2nd tt;_tigig;t._ﬂeetgzg=g:§2§gklh

it or about 1050 S.W. of Tokyc, I was flying with my element leader
at 12,000 feet when slightly to the right and belcow about 500 Feet I saw
a silver airplane. The palne crossed under us tc the left and I recognized
it as a Tony, liy element leader dived on hin and he made a sharp turn to
the risht my element leader gave a shert burst with nc effects. I turned
with the Teny ani startsd firing with a 2 radii lead. Not seeing any hits
I began inersasing my lead. With about 23 tc 2 3/4 radii lead I observed
incendiarys bursting at and arcund the wing rcuts, pieces of the plane began
pulling off. I kept firing for abcut 120° turn, then the plane turned cver
on its back ani started spinninz., I broke off and watched the plane spin
down tc abcut 5000 feet. Then I pulled up and rejoined sy element leader,

Sl

LloyMl. Bosley, 0-69404
2n1 Lt,, Air Corps,

A TRUE COPY OF MISSION REPORT

Eﬁ%“(\qﬁﬂ‘\/'/ M

LZ0N F, WEIT,
lst Lt., &ir Corps,
I.ijutan‘i‘. i
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12 April 1945,

Trom: Commsnding Officer, 53lst Fighter Squadron AAF, APO #86.
#%o : Commanding General, VII Tighter Command AAF, APO #86,
Thrut OCommanding Officer, 2lst Fighter Group AAF, APO %86,
H3lst Squadron Mission No, 4-3
21st Fighter Group Mission No, 45
VII Fizhter Command Mission No,

MISSION REPOET

20 P-51Ds
None

-
-
b

Nlone
None

i
-b’?

3, Bscort - Fighters will provide fighter protection for bombers of XX1 Bomber
Command attacking Tolyo Area, Per VII Fighter Command F.O. #

4, Red Flight Time of landing

Capt, Robert I Mallin (Abvortive) 0922

2nd Lt, Paul E. Schurr 1071

lst Lt. Charles Provest, Jr, 1030

2nd Lt, Herbert C, Straughn 1071

YelloewFlight

Capt, Charles G, Betz 1008

1st Lt, Albert B, Davis 1032

1st Lt, Howard J. Kendall 1009

1st Lt, Joseph M. lindsay 1032

Blue Flight

Capt, Thomas W. Lewis 1038

2nd Lt, Earl D. Crutchfield 1007

let Lt, dohn F. Galbreith (Abortive) 0852

2nd Lt, John M. Wyles 1006 !

Green Fligh :

Capt. William B. Smith 1024

2nd Lt, Irvin P. Skansen 1025

1st Dt. Bichard &, Davis 1026

2nd Lt, Theodore H, Fox 1023

Saltwater Spare -

Capt, Floyd L. Manning , 1118

2nd It, Floyd E. Rice 1120

ist Lt, William J. Fenker 1119

2nd Lt, Milliard J. Smith 117
Avortivess “‘ R T T S o

Blue three (3), 1s% It, John F. Galbreitl., -7025.-, iijing P-51020, Ser-
ial No, W4-63934, landed =t 0847, Wheels failed to retract because of malfunce
tion of poppet valve in hydraunlic line,

CONFIDENTIAL

—————— — — — —
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Page two of 531st Fighter Squadron Mission Mo, 4-3,

Bed one (1), Cept, Robert I. Mallin, 0-727496, flying P-51D20, Serial No, Ll
63910, landed at 0930, Returned after accidentslly dropving left wing tank,

Time of Teke Offt 0830 to 0837,
Harratives

531et Fighter Squadron planes, took off last following the 72nd and Léth

Fighter Squedrons. bajor Booth, the mission leader, took off at 0755, The last
n~lane of the 4Bth Squedron took off at 0824, 531st Fighter planes then texied
1sngth of runway and took off 0830 to 0837, The flights were scheduled %o rende—
~vous with B-29 navigators at Kita, By the time they reached Kita, the 3-29s had

«ft, The fighters were unable to mske visual contact with B-20s and radio Commun=

-ations were confused, several DU's being received st same time from different

setors, Comminications was established with Popeye Red Leader who revorted he
a5 60 miles N of Kita Rock, Thls meant that the 53let Flighte were avnroximately
55 miles behind the mein body, OCapt, Lewis decided to fly on a vector of M0° for
20 to 30 minutes and if no visible g2in was made to turn Dback, They flew for about
30 mimutes and seeing no imorovement in their position, Capt, Lewis made the deci-
sion to returr his souadron to base.

A parrative account by flights follows!

Red Flight: Airborme 0832

Squadron formed on way to Kita and headed out on 35° without contact with
rest of group or B-29 navigators, 15 mimates out from base, Gapt, Mallin, souadra
leader, got a2 DU on A band from Poveye leader and found that the sousdron was on
sourse, DThen Capt, Msllin accidentally drovved a wing tank and had to turn back,
telling Cavt, Lewis, Blue flight leader, to take over the souadron half-way to
#1ta Rock., Capt. Lewis failed to hear him, as he was on DU at the time, so Capt,
Betz led the sousdron until they reached a moint about 75 miles W of Kita, FHe
then turned the socusdron over to Capt, Lewis,

Capt, Mallin lended at 0922. Remainder of flight, including Lt, Lindsay of
Iellow flight who had tacked onto the Hed after having been lost from his own,
ianded at 1030,

Blue Flight: Airborne 0834,

Capt. Lewis, flisht leader, took command of the squadron from Capt, Betz when
the scusdron hed been on course for about 35 minutes. The souadron had had no
-isual contact with remsinder of eroup or B-29 nevigetors since leaving bese., Capt,
sewis decided to fly for another 15 or 30 mimutes and if no contact was made %o
~sturn to base, Jhey climbed to 11,500 feet, leveled off, and flew for 30 mimutes
-n & heading of 340°, indiceting 250 MPH, Cept. Lewis wae trying to get DU's from
opeye leader, but received 3 at a time and could not fellow any of them, Then
vhe decision to return was made; the flight let down to 200 feet to get thr
the overcast, and returned to base at 290 WPE I.,A.S. Capt. lewls circled while
'he other planes of the souadron landed, and csme down at 1038, The remainder of "i
i@ flight landed st 1006, i

Yellow Flighit Airborne 0835
Formed with rest of sousdron on way to Kita, Half-way to Kita, Capt, Mallin,
cading the souadrom, told Capt, Lewis to take commend as be had to turn back, Capt,
<wis did not hear him, so Czpt. Betz, Yellow Flight leader ook over, Capt, Betz
~~1Ted Popeye ToAder Tor position] Popeye Anewered trot 'z -3 B0 miles N, of Kita
oek. A DU was slso coming through from the Nevile-t . . 2cr: om & Deud, so the
“izht increased speed and, receivinz on~course signc.  procesaed vavil they were
yoroximately 75 miles N. of Kita, Capt, Betz then called Popeye Red Leader snd
couested DU on Item channel and sporoximate vector of Poveye Red lesder, Poneye

—— - ——— -

CONZIDENIILL
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CONFIDENTIIAL

Page Two of 53lst Fightor Squadron Mission No. 4=3.

Time of Take Off: 0719 to 0725
Sub Cover Flight: O741 to 0743

Over Target: 1130 te 1155

Time of Landing: 1445

Abortives:

Green (3) Three, lst Lb. William J. Fenker, 0-692898, Flying P-51D,
Serial No. 44-673953, abortive on take off., Engine cut out.

Green (4) four, 2nd Lt. Floyd E. Rice, 0-524621, flying P-51D,
Serial No. 44=63384, abortive engine was cutting out just as he was
leaving ground, ccntinued to cut out in traffic pattern as he circled
for landing. Pancaked 0726.

Spare (3) Three, 1st Lt. Leuis ¢, Spillman, Jr,, 0-807636, flying
P-51D, Serial No. L4-63781, abortive left belly tank wculd nct draw gas.
Pancaked 0800,

Spare (h) four, 2nd Lt, Jack Ccunts, 0-714886, Flying P-51D Serial
Ne. 44-63426, abortive returned with 1st Lt. Louis €. Spillman, Jr.,
Panceked 0800,

Blue (3) three, lst Lt. Joseph H. Lindsay, 0-692170, flying P-51D,
Serial No. WL4-63787, abortive engine rough and cn return cutting out.
Pancaked 0812,

Narrative:

Per Vii Fighter Command F.O. #55, 16 P-51Ds and 4 spares plus 4 P-
51Ds to act as cover for air sea rescue submarine of the 531st Fighter
Squadron joined with the 72nd and L6th Fighter Squadrcns airplanes to com-
pose the 21st Fighter Group unit of 52 aircraft tc attack aircraft in the
air and cn the ground at Atsugl, airfield, Jepan while 15th Fighter Group
aireraft suppliasd top cover,

531st Fighter Squadrcn airplanes were airborne 0719 to 0725 from Cen=
tral airfield Iwc Jima., They rendezvoused with B-29s nawvigators cver Kita
Rock at 0800, The four flights (15 Airplanes) proceeded at altitude ©
10,00 feet to Fuji San., Leaving Fuji San cn a vecter, estimated at 50 the
four flights apparently were on & course ncrth of where they intended to be
and in locking for their reference point the Sagami River, mistook the Tama
River for the Sagami, and flew devm the Tama River frcm a peint somewhere
in the vicinity of Hachiski on the deck attacking aireraft, airfields and
cther targets and breaking out into Tokye Bay South of Tama River mouth.,
Yokchoma was strafed from ncrth end to scuth end frem on the deck altitude.
Shipping in Tokyc Bay was alsc attacked. Six airplanes are claimed des-
troyed in air and seven claimed destroyed on ground and 1 prcbably des-
troyed on ground.

A11 but (1) cne of cur planes reached the Rally point and returned
tc base safely, Lt. Beckington did not return. His plane was seen
pouring smcke frem the left axhaust stacks by Lt. Fox in Tama River Area.
Capt. Betz reports sceing the plane at 100 feet altitude in a chandele tc
the right, clirbing at a high rate of speed, It is beleived his plane had
been hit by aAs fire. MNo further information has been cbtained on him,

~ _Indiwidna) Flight Narratives follows:

Red riight - Leaving Puji San, cn a course estimated 50° ; Ted Flight
crossed a lakc then picked out a river that they thought was Sagami River,
but is beleiverl tc have been the Tama River. They dropped down tc the deck
acress an airfield, rectangular in shape, with at lecast 35 aircraft,
varicus types single and twin engine, but were to late observing it to
strafe it, Hecading down river, on the deck, strafing twe town areas very
close together, they cbserved there fire to hit what locked to be trans-
formers on eleetric 1ight .pcles and power lines causing them to burst into
flames, electric trains, barracks buildings, and trucks on streets. Two
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A & Page three of 53lst Fi nter Squadrcn Mission Noe 4=3s

pilots report they flew under glectric power lines, Twe very devastated
areas were crossed apparently the results of B-29 bombing. Coming out ac-
ross Tokyc Bey at 100 feet a lrt was cbserved heading north across Red
Flirhts course, Najcr Crim, Lt Drinnen and Lt. Fox in that order put
bursts intc the Myrt after which it was seen to crash, Red Flizht then
flew across the peninsula southeast of Tckyc Bay and turned south to rally
point. :

Elue Flight - Flizht missed Atsuzi airfield and flew on deck down Tamza
River valley, strafing a barracks building, 2 factoriss, power house,
clectric train, a troop concentration, 4 power lines, 1 plane cn the
ground and 1 administration building with 6 soldiers in the doorway. At
mouth of tama River, they turned south and strafed Yokohama from North
and to south end from very low level, cne pilot reporting haveing flown
under a power line, Gocd results werc reported from this strafing, the
power lines having emitted showers of blue sparks, At south end of Yoko-
hama, they turned ecast out over the bay, where, Capt. Kendall shot down a
Topsy off Futtsu Saki, This kill was seen by his winsman, Lt. Fox, Capt.
Betz ani Lt. Fehr also saw ancther plane of the same type 30 down in the
same vicinity, believed tc be the one ¢laimed by Capt. Manning of Green
Flizht, Then they turned south cut mouth of Tokyc Bay past Kisarazu air-
field to the rally point.

Bluec Flizht Reports on Ai fire as fcllows near Chofu airfield they
encountered 25 and 40 d. A4 fire, low and intense. is the flizht ahead
went over, 3 land mines were set off but failed to de any damage to our
aircraft, Between Tokyc and Yokohama, black ii puffs appeared at 100 ft.
altitude, Over Tokyc bay, machine zun tracers were dirscted at the flizht.
Capt. Betz returned with a hole 4" acrcss in his risht ailercn, ani the
leading edze of nis left horizoental stablizer was damageas as a result of
a collision with some cbject on the ground.

Yellow Flizht - Leavinz Fuji San on an estimated vector 50° Flizht headed
across a lake, bcleived to be Yamanaka Ko, and down a Valley between two
ridges of mountains, cver a bend in the Sagami River, at 4000 feet, an
enemy aircraft, small twin engine, possible transpert type Tabby, was
observed to erash, Climbinz up tc 5000 feet a hishwinz mencplane, poss-
ibily an cbservation type was sishted, All four members of the flight
fired at it, Lts. Galbraith and wilscns fire being the effective fire.

The plane explcled and was seen tc crash, A biplane, appeared to be a
trainer, was cbserved and fired at. The biplane crashed to the ground, not
it is believed frum beinz hit but from being scared or ran into the ground.
Continuing on down river at minimum altitude, Yellow flicht fired intc Bowe.
er lines, = factory, trucks and came over an airfield believed to be Chofu
Airfield, It was a rectansuler irass strip with at lcast 20 airplanes,
Tonys, trainers and cne L engine plane, Capt. Gibscn hit three trainers
cbservinz them to burst intc flames. Lt. Galbraith from 50 feet saw pieces
flyinz from two Tonys his fire hit and destroyed. Lt. Wilson cbserved

his Pire to hit twc Tonys arcund enzines, wings and landing gear, Planes
did not burn but were chewed up by fire, Lt, leyer, 5ot his fire ¢n a Nate
and chserved cne winz to drop to ground. No AA fire was received,

Frem Chefu Airfield on dcwn Tama River ancther field was crossed. The
field was on the south side of the river, & Tower markedly stced out, Te
the north of the tower 15 trainers were observed cn ground while to the
south lay the main airfield. Two of the trainers were set on fire and des=
troyed by Capt. Gibscns fire, The coast was crossed into Tokyc Bay between
Tokyc and Yokchama, Capt Gibson reports that he observed an island just off
cf Puttsu Saki, Island appeared tc be 50 feet hizh and 200 feet lcnz and
appeared to-be built up with fresh earth intc shape of a truncated pyramid,
it least 100 landins craft were cbserved seeminsly practicing landing oper=
ations, Craft were amphibious, tracked and carried estimated 20 men per craft.

At the mouth of Tokyo Bay, a 30 or 4O foct barbe type ship with sail
and earrying metal tanks in rear was strafed by Lt. Meyer, Bursts hit tanks
and ship blew up,

4 ship about 100 fcot lang believed Baker Tare Type was strafed,

A DD was sizhted at 34°55' N. Lat. and 137947' E. Long. at tip of
peninsula, It fired 10 cr 12 rcunis at long range as airplanes passed,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Paze four of 53lst Fishter Squadron Mission Report No. 4-5.

Green Flisht & Green Flight in target area now censisting of Capt,. ilanning
Lt. De Rieux, Capt. Kendall, Lt. Woclleys Passed htsuzi Airfield befcre
it was sizhted, so the flight continued on 2nd strufed a barracks area
east of the airfield, Then they dropped to minimum altitude and flew
dewn the Tama River valley, strafing all thée way., They hit several fact=
ories and electric railway engines in the valley, then flew cut over Tokyc
bay where they attacked a 100 fcot flat bottom beat in the bay. Several
aircraft were scen burning c¢n Haneda airfield at the mouth of the riwer.
1t, Woclley and Capt. Manning saw twc Tcpsys over the bay. Capt. Manning
made a pass At ono and started an engine smokingl On a second pass, it
started to fall apart and go down. Lt. Wcolley saw the plane lose alti-
tude, smcking, and heading for the water, Capt. Manning saw the other
Tcpsy going down, smoking, also, This other evidently was the one claimed
by Capt. Kendall. Then the flight headed for the rally point, crossing
the peninsula southeast of Tokyc Bay, This flight reports moderate Ak
opposition, consisting of black bursts at 100 tc 200 feet and 25 LM
tracers, lany flashes were seen cn the ground presumably small arms fire.
On the return trip, at 1235, a large, fire with much white smcke was seen
about 175 miles Scuth of Nojima Saki as the flight passed at 10,000 feet.

Cover Flight - This flight rendezvoused with B-29 navigstors over Kita
Rock, and flew tc the rally point at 10,000 feet, At the rally peint they
covered the submarine at 5000 feet, and left with the last B=29 with 5
other P=51s, Visibility in the vicinity of the rally point was about 6
miles,

5, A, Weather = Over tarmet 6/10 ccveraze, bases 5000 feet, visibility
¢ miles, Enroute = High scattered clcuds,

B. Communicaticns = Good from plane to plane = Bad over Iwo, poor
readibility.

6, Undetermined,

T« 25,500 rcounds of 50 caliber expended,
Gas Consumption

8, HNcne

Statments

DESTRUCTION UF LIRPLANE "MYRT™ IN THE 5IK.

Statoment of Yajer Herry €. Crim, Jr. 0-659569.

While crossinz Tokyc Bay from Yckchama South Eastward we (4
plane flicht) sighted a Myrt headed North across our course. 1
pulled in stern and fired three bursts with cnly two (2) zuns work=
ing getting hits at right wing rcut, The Myrt pushed over s¢ 1

pulled up to right no secing it azain. /7
<
Josrsy blrins 2.

Harry C. Crim, Jr.
Kajor, Alr Ccrps 0=659669.

Statement of Capt. Charles 6. Betz, O0-794460,.

After heiring Capty Crim calling in'@ bandit at-2-eelosk-hizh —
T turned tc the right znd started to make a head cn pass at the Myrt,
I cbserved Lt, Drinnen just pulling off frcom the Myrt and Lt. Fox
just closing in, Lt, Fox's fire came close to my left wing so I
turned to the left and down and last saw the Myrt in a steep spiral
about 50 feet above the water. Lt. Fox's fire definetly caused severe
damage to the Myrt and in my estimation was impossible for him toc
level off so close to the water in his diving altjtude, /

&tz, O=
Corps,

, Adp
ah

i ,.‘ i
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Page Five of 53lst Fighter Squadron Mission Nos 4-5.

Statenent of Tst Tt. Cesll €. Drinnen, 0=B8065354

As we came off the target area we spotted an aircraft on the east
side of the bay and Major Crim made a short pass firing a short burst., I
observed hits on the right wing root and right side of cowling the aircraft
did a violent pushover and Major Crim broke away and his wing man Lt. Koke
broke with him without firing then I fired the remainder of my ammunition
at him observing a few hits in tail section. Lt. Fox then followed him down
firing at him, . £ .

7
Cecil C. Drinnen,
1st 1Lt., Alr Corps.

()

Statemernt of 2ntt It. Theedere H. Fox, 0=2057598.

Upon leaving the target area I became separated from Saltwater
Blue Flisht and took number four (4) position in Saltwater Red Flight. A
bogey was sighted at 12 o-clock on a Northeastern heading 200 feet over
Tokyo Bay. Major Crim fired a burst at which time the Myrt pushed over and
leveled off at 20 feet., I fired two (2) long bursts and observed hits on
the cockpit and right engine cowling at which time the plane started tc

smoke and nosed over into the Bay. 7 = D

Theodore H. Fox, 0-2057598,

hd Ltc, Air GOPPS.

DESTRUCTION OF ATRPLANE "TOPSY" IN THE AIR.

Stetenent of Cept. Hewarth J. Kendell, 0-57705T.

Upon leaving the Yokohama district I headed across Tckyo Bay.

On the same courses about four miles ahead Major Crim with four P-5l's made
passes on one cnemy aircraft. Results unobserved.

Locking away to the west I saw, at about 1000 feet, a Topsy
flying straisht and level on a course of approximately 90 degrees.

By this time I had =2cquired a wingman, Lt. DeRisux, We turned
into the Topsy head on. He observed us and made a diving turn to the rizht.
At about an 80 dezree deflection I was in range and fired clesing in to
about 50 yards breaking away below and heading back on course of 180 degrees.

I fired about 50 to 100 rounds frem cne gun in my right wing,

1t. DeRieux claims that as he passed by behind me the left engine
of the Tcpsy was on fire, the cockpit (cabin) windows were shattered and the
fuselage riddled. He watched the plane turn cver on its back and spiral
down to the water, Capt. Betz also in the vicinity saw the Topsy turn over
and go down,

Statenent of 2nd Lt, Harry B, DeRieux, 0-B30424.

Leaving the Tokyo - Yokchama district I cbserved three P-51's
ahead of me, I was in the process of joining on cne of these (which I later
discovered was Capt. Kendall) when I saw a Topsy 1000 feet abcve us and to
the right., Capt. Kendall turned intc the Topsy which alsc turned into him,
I noticed strikes about the pilots compartment and in the kefb-wing rest =f

the Topsy from Capt. Kendalls fire,

I alsc turned into the Tcpsy that was

by now, coming down at about a 45 degree angle,

I came head on and fired, but

I did not have but two or three rounds of fire from but one gun.

I cobserved

no results of this acticn., My plane came close encugh to the topsy to observe
the windshield shattered, hcles in the fuselasze and tail surfaces, and the
left enzine smcking, I watched the Topsy spiral down to the water of Tokyo
Bay roll on its back and continue its dive into %\mterq \ A7

E LA ) 2 0
HA .;Beé’eux“, %—330&21?[

2nd Lt.l 4ir Corps.
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Page thres of 53Llst Pighter Squadron Mission No, U-6.

at 0935, 110 miles N of Iwo Jima and proceeded to target at 10,000 feet
altitude, The navigetors and submarine cover flight left fizhters 30
miles off the South coast of Homshu, the fighters proceeding to the
Empire. Four (4) flights (16) sixteen planes went into target ares,
approaching over the entrance into Ise Bay, and turning 270V along the
gouth coast of Honshu, searching for & landmark. Seeing they were
missing the target area they reversed course and then swept north along
the west comst of Ise Bay passing over Akenogahara Airfield, where they
observed the 15th Fighter Group strafing the airfield, and went on up
the comst about 10 miles. Then turning back, they made a strafing run
mcross Akenogshara Alrfield end continued on south crossing the coast in
the vicinity of the town of Hamajima, arriving at the rally point

at 1245, All planes returmed to Iwo.

Approaching Akenogahara Alrfield from the WV, Capt. Mallin, Blue
Flight leader, closed on anm Oscar and got hits behind the coeckpit and
into the eggine. The Oscar was observed to crash by sereral flight
members. This action occuring almost over the fleld left Capt. Mallin
in such & position he was unable Yo accompany his flight down on a
gtrafing run, The rest of Blue flight strafed across the field. On
the strafing run Lt., Straughn's fire damaged a Silver Tony, Lt.
Provost's fire damaged two (2) T/B aircraft on the southwest corner of
the field.

Yellow flight, leader reports seeing an estimated 50 single and
twin engine planes on the field. On the strafing run Capt. Lewls des=
troyed one Irving, one Tony, and damaged eight more Tonys. Lts,
Mattson and Crutenfield observing this action. Lt, Mattson set fire to
& small - tailed unidentified aircraft in a hangar. A darracks and a
power line around the field alsc were strafed. ;

Cept. Benton cbserved 10 planes burming on the fleld, avoarently
the results of strafing by the 15th Group, and slso & large fire in
hangar and shop area. A plane being chased by & flight of the 15th
Group was observed to erash just southwest of the field,

On south from the field, 2 factory and truck on & bridge were
strafed, also a town was given a burst when emall arms fire was seen
coming from it.

Reaching the coast in the vieinity of Hamajima, Red and Blue flights
strafed & small harbor area, There were many small fishing craft and
one barge. Also Red flight revorts strafing two large cargo vessels,
wooden and about 200 foot long, doing them some damage. Blue flight
reports strafing 2 ships and 5 miles off coast Hamajime. PBoth appeared
to be about 200 feet long. One a tanker was seen to explode and was
left in & sinmking condition. The other a wooden freighter was left
burning furiously.

Green and Yellow Flighte had turned East and left the coast at
Nekiri. Yellow Flight strafec a barge and gseveral sampans. Green
Flight strafed a 150 foot cargo ship which was already burning sand

CONFIDENTIAL
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Page six of 531st Fighter Sqmcfron Misslon No, 4-6,

Stetemest of 2mda Tt, Zerl D. Crutenffeld, vr. 0=205T131.
While my flight was making & strafing run on Akenogehara Alrfield,

Kpril 22na, I sew Lt, Mattson score hits into & hangar and observed smoke
and fleme issuing from hengar door.

TAMAGE TU TWO TWIN-ENGINE AIRPLANES ON GROURD.

Statemenmt of lst Lt, Charles Provost, Jr., O=-74OSIH.

I was number 3 man in Capt. Mallin's Flight. We peeled off at 2500
feet making a strafing run on the Airfleld from North to South. My
first burst fell short of the SW corner of the field where I observed
some SE and TE planes, I vulled my fire up into what I think were two
Twin Engine planes and held it there for 2 or 3 seconds. Did not obserwe
damage as I immediately went into evasive tactics.

DAMAGE TU AIRPLANE "TONY™ ON GROUND.

Statement of 2nd Lt. Herbert S. Streugim, 0-763397.

On 22 April 1945, while strafing targets on Akenogahare Airfield, I
observed my tracers striking in the tight wing root and cocknit section
of a Tony. The plane did mot catch fire or exvlode although I could see
it waen't going to burn I concentrated on the engine with my tracers.

ATTACK ON 2 SHIPS 5 MILES SOUTH OF EAMAJIMi.

Statement of Tet Tt. Freak L. Seymour, Jr. 9-767053.

At 1230 I calldd out to our 3 plamne flizht the two vessels at 10:00
o'clock to cur course, I made a strafing run on the?DO foot ship on the
right and observed hits amidship. While taking evesive action leaving
the target I looked back and observed white steam or smoke shooting hizk
above the shiv I had strafed and heavy black smoke eveloving the other
ship. Major Crim and Capt. Benton had also made strafing attacks on the
vessels a few seconds after my pass and I rejoined them soon after they
came off the target,

Statement of Capt. Willtem H. Bentvn, Jr., O=886221.

As we amvproached the 2 boats moving in omposite directione, Major
Crim fired at the one on the .left, end I fired on the one on the right.
It was burning about the bridge from Lt. Seymour's fire, and after my
pass it wes burning from fore to aft, mpvarently an oil or gasoline fire
I then etrafed the other, which had a large column of black and white
smoke rising from it. Ae I passed over it, it blew up. As I looksd n
back, it was definitely in a sinking condition, and the other was bturn=
ing furiously.

CONFIDENTIAL
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il e ] ¢8wip 1 off v SRR T LR RS
Wi T Iy ‘ skt VSRR R
TROM& Guding Dffider, 531et Tighter Squsdrtn AAF APO 864 14
T0 t OCommending General vl Fighter Cohmahd AAF, APO #86, | ‘
) 3 - ' Tk . e b A4l
THRUF Commanding Officer;, 21st Fighbetr Croup AAF) APO #86. - il
§31st Squadron Kission Vo, M- Ri3
21st Fightor Group Mission Yo, 4210 it
V11 Fighter Command Mission No. 132 I !
MissIon AFPORTS, rl'
i
1, 4. 16 P-51D208 ( Tl
B, DNone - \ ditall |
2] N 3 l ;‘l
2. 4, Wone , \ &l
B, Xone iy {4 HI‘-
3. Pighter Airtraft of 2lst Fighter Group will establish a zone of security in ‘ |
Kanoya Area, Kyushu to protect a Domber forte approaching from the souths. *
4, Red Flight Blue Flight | |
Lt, Col, Elmer Booth Capt, Floyd L, Manning
2nd lt, Wade @, Fehr ‘2nd Lt, James F. Wright
Major Robert L. McDonald 1st Lt, William J, Fenker (Avortive)
ond It, John W, Cox (Abortive 2nd Lt, Harry B, DeRieux
Yellow Flight Green j‘light
Major Harry C. Orim, Jr, 1st Lt, Robert H, Moody
2nd Lt, David M, Scotford F/0 hrmend G. Rowley L
1st Lt, Josevoh M, Lindsay ist Lt, Louis C. Spillmen, Jr. (Abortkve ‘
ond Lt, Theodore H, Fox 2nd Lt. John M, Wyles (Avortive) i 2
Spare Ilight
1st Lt, John F. Galbtraith (Abortive)
2nd Lt, David C. Fuller
ond Lt, Richard B, focley (Avortive) f
ond Lt, Dale F, Meyer (Avortive) - b |
ABORTIVES: 10

Red four (4), 2nd Lt, John @, Cox, O-829941, flying P-5 :

1020, Serial o, W
63311, abortive, Belly tanks fell off as he was about to t

sxi to take off vmosition,

Green four (4), 2nd Lt, John M. Wyles, 0-770510, flying P-51D20, Serial No..
4l..FU000, abortive, wheels would not retract.

Spare one (1), lst Lt, John F. Galbraith, 0-688814, flying P-51D20, Serial No,
L4-63937, abortive, returned as spare. Panceked 0715, ‘

_ Spare three (3),

ond Lt, Richard B, Wooley, 0=-770508, flying P.51D20, Serial
Wo, W4-63426, avortive, returned as spare..

Panceked 0800,

Blue four (4), 2nd Lt, Harry B. DeRieux, 0-g30l24, flying P-51020, Serial No,
4463674, abortive engine would not take low RPMs, surge and vibration, loss of °
nower on way back and cutting out. . Panceked 0835.‘

, x L e s o e .,;',-“;;4;-=""-Jv-‘i—?.'..P
Blue three (3), 1st It, William J. Tenker, @B@mg?;sxﬁao;?'sérw
Jo, U4=63953, abortive, returned with Lt, DeRieux, . Pancaked 0835. S A
wie

Green three (3), st Lt, Louts C, Spillman, Jru, 0-807636, flying P-51020,
Serisl No, 44-63781, abortive rough engine. Pancaked 0850, ; .

g po(h2n TEDeTe T, Meyer, 0-20593%5, Fiying B-5U020, Serial Wou
4li-63933, avortive, returned with Lt. Spillman, penceked 0850, e
Time of Take off - 0641 to 046G | |
Over Target - 1055 t0°1120
Pime of landing -~ 141
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53lst Squadron Missicn Yo, l-g

1st Fighter Group MissionNo. 4-11
V11 Fighter Cormand Mission No, 134

MISSION RZPO:T

20 P-51.208
. Alrplanes - 4 Tonys, 1 5/E,
Shipping - 1 DD, 3 Picket Boats.

A, lone
B, Airplanes - None
Shipping - 3

Pighter eircraft of 2lst Fighter Group
get, Tachikawa Air Arseral, Tolkyo Area,

Red Flight

Capt. Robert I, Mallin
Capt, Grover O, Sayer

2nd Lt, Paul B, Schurr
ond It, Rexford W, Parfitt

Yellow Flight

Capt, William B, Smith
ond Lt, William N, Stecle
ond Lt, Conrad E. Matison
opd Lt, Billy Griffin

Spare Flight

1st Lt., Charles Provost Ji,
ond It, Herbert 5. Straughn
1st It, Williem J, Fenker
2nd It., Roy K, Shoenaker

Time of tarc off — 0745 to 0752
Sub Cover Flight - 0830

Time over target — 1135 to 1155
Tine of landing — 1415 to 1445
Sub Cover Flight handed = 1530.

Spare one (1),

Serial No. U4-63918, abortive, rouzh engine rnd loosing pome:

Spare two (2) 2rd Lt, Herbert S,
Serial No, U4-63937, ordered to retwrn
Pancaked 0970,

7Gnmuénding oggf -, 53lst I'i:ghter Squadron AAF,
Cormending General, VII l‘igﬁtar Corrend AAF, APO #86,

o
Cormanding Officer, 21st Fighter Group AAT, APO #86.,

30 pri3 39411 111 i
L | 1| I t!
| !

1 $86.

Pickot Boats loft in sinking condition,

will provide fighter escort et the tare
Jopan for attacking B-29e.

Blue #ight

Capt, Willianm H, Benton Jr,
ond It, Bonnet J. Erickson
1st It, Frank L, Seymour
ond Lt, John M, Wyles

Green Flight

1st Lt, Robert H, Moody
ond Lt, Irvin P. Skansen
1st Lt, Albert B, Davis
2nd Li, John W, Cox

Sub Cover Flight

1st 14, John Fe Gnibraith
2nd 14, Dale F. Moyer

oni 15, John D, Wilson
2nd Te. Haprly. 5 Dibienx

18t Lt. Charles Frovest, Jr., 0710914, :isine P~51Dé0.

sn take off.

Straughn, 0-763397, flyine P-51D20,
as spare by Fllght Leader Cept. Mellin,

Spare three (3) 1st Lt, Willlen J. Penkor, 0-632227%, flyire R-51D20,

Serial No. 44-63953, ordered to return
Pancnked 0930,

Spare four (4) 2nd Lt, Boy K. Shoenmakor, 0-2057U70,

Serial Mo, 4u=639Ul, ordered to return
Pancaked 0970,

Sub Cover three (3) 2nd It. John

as sprre by Flight Ioedor Capt, Mallin,

firing P-51D20,
as spare by Flight

Lender Capt. Mallin. |

D. Wilsom, O-T7CR07, fi,ing P-51D20,

Serial ¥o, 4463770, abortive, prop was throwing oil on winia%icld. Pancaked

0935
NARRATIVE:

Por VII Fighter Connend F.0. #74,

to act =¢ sub cover for air ses rcscue submarine of the 53lst Fighter Sguadran e
jo$nod with the 72nd and U6th Fighter Squadrons alrplones to compose the 218t b2d

16 P-51Ds and U4 spares plus 4 P-51Ds

Tighter Grov) unit of 56 airersft to provide escort for B-29 bombers attack-

ing Tachikawa Alr Arscnal in the Tokyo

Arca, Japan,

.; wr‘,r“.?

J1e
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Page two. of 531

‘ 5318
- AMrfield, lwo Jima,
: feat and procesded on cour
south of eoast of Honslu,
circled waiting to pick up
ward the target arca., 15th
Yellow threc mnd

t Fightor Squedron

Group
Graen Flights obs
imately over Sown of Hat
down %00 them and 12 plenes
obgerved to fall oub of the
ﬂrp wae observed go it was
other P=51s. TYellow and
rmst have been north of the

and went' in %o target
erved four

i oomzIDANTIAL ]

st Tighter Bquadron Mission Nou W8y .

following inmeiiate

four foll out at
when smoka was soen coning fron
a1l of Green Flights then fell

ano, beleived o be Tonys.
were observed milling around in the area,

sut to seam over coast ab Iro

-

Ly 1 v TTIFFHITER W
.

_______ I

airplanss wore

Thoy rendezvoused With B«29 natrigators ab
ge ] degrdes True to
1580 Tightor Greup and 2lst
bombers., & S B-29 bombers wero

Fighter
Tichter Gfoup planes went in first

departure
yollow

unident

!"f, e
s ]
oH

U TR b |

alrborne G745 4o 0‘{52 fron Contral
departuro poin'zrabout 5 miles

sodn to preceed to-

into s box formation with & planes ©
ares with then; While at 17,000 foet,
ified planes at 12,000 feet, at 1
g P-Hls of 15th

& 'u
n it

Rl
il
] .I-W" "‘."

iH
i
|

0815 at 9000
oup planes

\

vith the 2lst

~ -

point end steyed with mavigatews |
three's cockpit, The rest of Yollow and

£ the 15th
Yollow and .

30, epprose |
oup wont

One wae

grovp and appeared to bo out of control, No zun

not knmown for sure whether

Tams, River chongod
Saki at 6000 feet, :
in with the 21st Tighter Group,

4 planes were Tonys or
Greon flizhts after penetrating to a dlgtance of what

course to 200 degrees and ecane

They wWors over

. Red nnd Blue flights went
land 1115 to 1200 and ovor tar

sneny eircraft eight
Ah fire was roceived,
Weather over Japan

{bility unlimited,

the relly
trouble,

sover, 4% 1200 they recoivod
cneny picket boets were
airplanes attackod the pioicot

heading toward hin to atseck him, The f1i

zot eroa 1135 to 1155.
groat r distance %o identify,

one B/ enony aircraft st too
1 four flights rejoined at Rally Point ab 1205,

‘Blue 2 reports sighting

L]

cd vere four Tonys and one unidentified 8/E, Mo

Tokyo Bay, ot 1230K,

airborns at 0830.-

of 72nd

a eall from tho subnarine saying that

bosts nbout 2 niles from the submarine,

- Ooast line was visibilo nt landfall, Inland solid
overcast tops at 5000 feot, 411 Tokyo Bay wns overcast., Above overcast vis-
Grecn F1ight reports sighting onme vessel, probably an eneny destroyer
headod west about 150 niles scuth of
Bub Oover Fligkt mombers ware
int st 1150, mrber three

replesod a f1ight

Threa of then reached
having returnod becouso of nechanisal
Soundron as Alr 8¢a Rescue submarins

Tt of throe

The first

passes werse tade in line abrosst on a

strafing run fron 2000 feet to the deek, -

onch pilot attacking s weparate boatd, On the initisl pass all decks of the
shtg: were pleared of personnel and the three pilote then executed a gerios

of Masy 8's® to put thaneelves in position for further passes. An everage of

6 passes por pilot vas made, 7The ploket boats appeared to bo 60 to 7O feot
long, woolen, and armed with 20MM AA cannon in the bows The £light thon re-
turned to cover tho submarine, leaving two of tho ploket boats, burning and dsald
in tho water, pnd tho third , heading slowly for land in a erjppled condition,
Tho gabmarine then disgatched then %o finish the third boat ‘and they left him
burning, All three wers left ine sinking condition,

Sub cover £1light left the subnarine at and vhile returning observed
one Oscar on ¥ishino, Bonin Islands, abous 3 of way fron the north end on the
beach, l::’ avpassed dmvperaiienal, and alss thers was *nnrﬂclent area for it

© 4o take offs :

o Weather = Emroute scattered clouds, clear, Over Target - coagtline and
Fuji San visibile, othor land covered with solid overcast with tops at 5000
feets” Visibility above overcast unlinited, :
it __ﬁ. Commmications - "A" bend on two airplanes wen ‘un.t;-,lnuh: to.\tgr'?g‘eifﬁ
o e b g
_way %o target, got area and Tagh of way dack. One DU failed @
lrudumksinm;gﬁuthorMo. b S ‘“

el

b
Te

None

Anmindtion expended 3620 rounds of 50 celibder
Oasoline comsumption 7497 gellons

G;‘;;:u;t: . .,;l::or the :uhecnr f1izht roturned from thoir nttack on .thrn-
? oats subnarine showed their spprecistion by tadloing "Boys, we
love you, Oood Werk and Good Iuck," 53 ; " !

2

e
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e COFPIDENTIAL
Statoment of 531st Fighter Squadron Misslon No, 4-8

LTTACE O % DESYST BOATS, IEAVING ALL OF THEM IN SINKING CONDITION,

Statement of 1st Lt, Jofm ¥, GelBrnith, C=hEBBIL -

At 1200, 30 April, while on station nbove 1lifesuard submarine which was
orbiting off Iro-Sski and dus wost of Hii-Shima, I observed a dark cylindrical
object two or throe miles to the anst I turned toward it thinking it to be an
sirborne bogis. In less thon A half nimute the submarine called ocur escort Super—
dunbo end said, "Send your chickens aftor three picket boats ahe=d of ne,' 1
acknowledge hid call and started a climb o the cloud base which was at 2300 feeot,
about 4000 feot thick. 4 haze hung bolov the clouds and offercd conceslment, The
three boats where in line abroast, approxinn tely 4 of a nile apnrt, her ding for
the submarine at mexirmm speed judging from thelr wnkes. I to0ld ny elenent lond=
sr, Lt, DoRieux, to take the boat on tho left, ny wingnan Lt, Meyer took the
‘14dle one, leaving me the one on the extreme right. We all nade a sirmltancous
attack from bow to stern, clearing the decks of all personnels Wo irmmediately
s1imbed up to 2000 feet and set up another pass, On the second pase I noticed
n lopg barreled gun of probably 20 MM on the boat I strafed, It was revolving
frecly on its mount, After observing this gun I changed all ny pesses to rear
jaarter attacks from 4 and 5 o'olock. The stack and pilot house blanked oub
tie possible fire from the gun at this angle, and I observed no return fire, We
=ade from 6 to 7 passes, each men alternrting on every bost, leaving two boats
1ard 1n the .ater eni turning filercely-one boat wes smoking a little tat still
~nring eimless’y. We returned to the submarine nnd orbited, fron where two
:vge columns of white smoke could be soen rising froo the bturning ships. With-

. o, 1 few mimites the sub told us to hit the third boat agein as he thought it

: :'411 coming, Wo wont back and I looked it over — no slgns of 1ife were

2+ ‘deut, then blaclk smoke was rising but the prop was still churn’ing so we nade

o wagses aplece on 1%, After this atteck it stopped and begrn bturning about the
pilot house. 1 observed the other two at this tine; emrmnitlon was exploding on
cae, and was observed by the sub which asked if e gun were firing, 3Both the other
bonts were burning from bow to storn and settling in the wator, Wo returned to

tho sub, which submerged at 12138,
: Tst Lt, Jobn ¥, Balvraith

Ststoment of 2nt It, Dale ¥, Moyer, 0-205933

After arriving at our desiznoted spot, and hevinz circled for 15 mimnutes,
wo were called by "Darkeyes 31" ~nd told to investizete 3 plcket btonts he~ding
+ ok bow rds sub (Darkeyos 31). Olimbing fron approxinstely 200 feot Ho 2300
foot we —eached the picket boots, Flight 1eader L, Galbreith, sent olemont
jondor Li. DeBelux after boat on right. Wo thon made simtaneous atrafing attocks
)n individual Voats from bow to stern. 1 made b pasces and observed fire burst
«ut followed by immence black eroikoe. When we left, I could see the boat listing
4ad smoking, It had compleiely gtopped any na vigation, We returned to cover
s3h, but were sent back out to completely helt one bost thet was apparently nov—
“np very slowlye After meking 2 more passes, apd heltirng the croft, we roturned
-3 Darkoyes 31. We remained for 5 aimates while subd submorged, then left spot
eo 12338 for base.

2nd Lt, Dale ¥. Meyor
Stotercnt of 2nd Lt, Harry B. DeRieux, 0B 30424

While or sub eover patrol off Iro-Seki on Honehu Island, the sub asked us
to investigete ilrce plcket bosts heading out towsrd tho eub, Tho boats, aboutb
75 fect long wore coning in a string and in peffect’lins, I pade a pass On
the lsad boat along with Lt, Galbralth and Lt, Meyer who made initlal passcs on
the other two. We made 6 or T passes aplece on the throe boats. Tho results wora:
Ono bost burning flercely and stopped in the water. Anothor boat turning and
stopped in the water, and the third boat was smoking badly., The sub asked us
to finighe him off, and he was laft burning. These boass seemed to be very fast
end the lead boat had a small cannon nounted on the bow, which they were nover
2ble o bring into agtion, I would judge this connon t2 be in the 20MM or F7MM
closs mounted on & swival, -without a shield, All boats in my oninion were
definitely destroyed,
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