THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

DECLASSIFIED L |
DOD Dir, 5200 :

EISTORY P R C j g
] s o

‘\""

46250 FIGHTER SQUADRON (SE) | \’:
506TH FIGHTER GROUP (32) L !

VII FIGHTER CQMAND, ARUY AIR FORCES,

PACITIC CCEAN AREAS & TWENTIETH AIR FORCE

1 JULY 1945
- €. TERCUGH
e ,
: 15 AUGUST 1345
‘l =
1
|
|
|
f P
!
N
l| ! &S
| ~™ -
i e D) =
| S iy
! (7] (]
m VY
A
CLASSIEIED

N .

200 P, 0.5y

i Jﬂ;:‘li;r

| GF RS Ll R LAt

e

"~ 4

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

462ND FIGHTER SQUADRON (SE)
506TH FIGHTER GROUP (SE) APO 86
VII FIGHTER COMMAND
ARIY AIR FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
&
TWENTIETH AIR FORCE

1, Negative
2, Missing in Actiong 1st Lt Vvirgil D. Newby, 0-752231

Lt Newby bailed out successfully over ths Empire
on the VLR mission of 8 July 1945.

Killed in Action: 1st Lt James E. Rosebrough, 0-756713
. 2nd Lt Albert C. Marklin, 0-2067022

Lt Rosebrough bailed out at sea an 9 July 1945,
In s0 doing he apparently hit the horizeontal
stabilizer and lost consciousness. The pilot was
last seen falling, chute unopened, at 2,000 feet.

Lt Marklin's plane exploded over Chichi Jima on
the mission of 13 July 1945.

3« Awardsy One Soldiers Medal was awarded to Sgt Ferdinand He Roth,
32392282, by the Commending General, VII Fighter Command,
for aiding in the rescue of a fighter pilot fram a burning
aircraft,

37 Air Medels wers awarded by the Cammanding General, VII
L) Fighter Comand, to the following pilots; Bahlhorn, Bash,
Bercaw, Brenner, Buzze, Colley, Comfort, Cornett, Crowley,
Diaz, Dietz, Dingee, Ebersole, Findley, Freemamm, Hiltz,
Howard, Kincaid, Knapp, Kubis, Linfante, Lumpkins, McFarlane,
McNall, Meyer, Millner, Posta, Rice, Sabin, Seale, Stewart,
Sullivan, Treascy, Wedum, Weld, Wolfe, and Zagorsky.

18 First Osk Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal were awarded the
following pilots by the Commanding Genesral, VII Fighter
Commandsy FBuzze, Colley, Cowfort, Howard, Kineaid, Kubis,
Ininfante| Impm' Hcrar]-m' mml. I»ﬁ.llnel'. Foata' m“'
Ssele, Stewart, Treacy, Wolfe, and Zagorsky.

One Second Oak ILeaf Cluster to the Alr Medal was awarded
Ji i Major De Jarnette by the Commanding General, VII Fighter
Command,
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462nd Fighter Squadron (SE)
506th Fighter Group (SE)
AP0 486
VII Fighter Comnand; Ammy Air Forces, Pacific Oceen Areas; Twentieth Air Forece
1 July 1945 through 15 Auguat 1915

CUMBAT CPERATIONS
Batween 1 July 1945 and 15 August 1945 the /62nd Fighter
Squadron flew often and well, During the period pilots of the squadron
. logged 3,209 houra, 2,989 hours of which was combat time, VIR sorties
were predaminant, numbering 321, as compared with 234 CAP sorties and a
piddling 20 SR sorties to the Bonins,
These long hours of over-water flying were not without reward.
According to the findings of the 506th Claims Boerd, 2 enemy aircraft were
destroyed in the air over the Bmpire, and 5 Jap planes were destroyed on
the ground. 2 Nip ships were damaged in the air and 2 were damaged on the
ground, Some claims submitted during the period are still pending decision
. by the board. The mujber of Japanese aireraft destroyed or damaged seems
amall, in fact it is amalls, However, it waa necessarily so as the number
of Japenese sighted progresaively declined during the period, Proportion=-
ately the hurt to the enemy was as great during this periocd of flying as
during previous months,
In addition, shipping and rail facilities tock heavy punishment
from the guns and rockets of the organization. The size of naval veassels
attacked ranged fram small fishing craft to a small airereft carrier and

a light cruiser, Radar stations, radio stations, power stations, high

Ul-
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#2 rocket ship, The /1 man who preceded him over the target pulled up
to observe hits and noticed what appeared to be an airereft or a large
shiny object in a series of snap roll spins going down over the target
and then strilking the grounde Lt Col Brown and Captain Iee, flying as
observers saw a singls bleck puff of amcke similar to heavy flak at
about 8,000 feet where Lt Marklin's plane might have been expected to bee
A few seconds later both saw shiny looking objects falling to the ground,
which appeared to be wing tanks or wheel fairings. Upon return to base
i aircraft were dispatched to search for Lt Marklin but all efforts proved
unavailing,

It Seale was unable to fire his rocksts at Chichi installations
but did succesafully jettison them on EKita while returning to base, 4
eoolant leak developed and flashes of fire began to came from the engine,
Lt Sesle bailed out sucecessfully, his chute opening at approximately
9,500 ;Eeet. Very shortly after boarding his dinghy he was picked up by
a naval craft and was returned to Iwo,

The [62nd seemed to be hitting a bad run of luck, On the last
3 missions, 3 pilota had been lost, 2 more had been forced to bail ouf
and 5 planes had been losts The tide turned at this point, however, and
throughout the remsinder of the period no casualties were suffered by the
squadron although one more aircraft was lost,

¢n 14 July the 462nd put 20 planes in the air for a striks at
sirfields in the Nagoya area. An impassible weather front en route to
the target was encountered and all planes retmrned safely to bases

0o 16 July the 20 shipas of the squadron found it impossible to

to strafe airfields in the Nagoya area because of enemy interception.
- 6 -
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