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GENERAL HISTORY

Whihtheaemmofw,lﬁwmtydmmhiﬁoryuam
ing point date of the war, it does and will mark a very definite milestone
in the winning of the war, l‘oritmonthatdatethatk‘jmfwgrtma
aircraft first escorted B-29 Superfortresses over the Bupire home island of
Honshu to the capital city of TOKYO. Beside this fact, all others paled,
This escort mission was the ultimatimle in the history of fighter airplanes,
It was the longest over water flignt to hit a target; it was the longest
migsion ever flown by P-51's; and it was the first time land-based fignter
aircraft hit HONSHU Igland,

At the time of the mission it didn't seem possible that 20 many obstacles
conldhaputmom'swforsompormtanlaion,yntthnthqm.
Up to the date the first mission was flown and for several days thereafter
pilots and ground personnel were sleeping in foxholes and eating catch-gs-
catch-can, Trnnsportationtomfromtheﬂeldmatapmiun. The
mthu-mmurahlyeoldatnightmﬂehakughhotmddmvmmthe
day. mmupmmunmumm-mt-mmmmwm
last mimte of dissemenating target informstion to the Squadron level.,

haﬁhofﬁhouimommimu.thebigdgmindwﬂmm
nrymitod—dn.mtoﬂytothim:tdthaﬂuionhttothom
ofnmypmlicnhtmpammlwhichhalpedtopointupmmm.
It might have been an Hollywood opening, the first briefing fo the mission,
there were 80 many flash bulbs popping into so meny Colomel's faces. The
entire Fighter Command, it would seem, arrived to participate in the brief-
ing. In fact their interest was so menifest that at least one pilot was
squeezed out of the alert shack sltogetier and most of them had difficulty
hearing what was going on, The fanfare was not limited to still photographers.
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 Radio men, motion men, BRIEF magazine -n.ml-n.
civilisn journalists, r@m&mm'.mwt they had a priority
on the pilot's time, as indeed it seemed they did,
mnmmun@tammmmmmmtmm-m
nehimhadhemnilmed.andmnthohrhfhgmom. it was found that
ﬁnw&ofmthapilotlforthlﬁumwuhﬂtobdoulvfh.
Squadron Leaders and Intelligence officers, This was accomplished with the
mﬁmtehpmm.mmpﬂouwmommﬂththemm
information to meke a successful mission an hour before takeoff time.

Twent P5l's from the Y5th Fighter Squadron took off for the mission,
mnmmwwmmtmhmdamm-mm Two
!ojou.llir.t.llbwandlenrgomeonﬂrm-hotdou.l!o;bmhhh,
1 Nick and 2 Tojos were demeged. On 12 April this squadron went on another
MMﬂmnmmwmtedfbrthedutmtmdzﬁh.lbp.
and 1 Tony, MbbamEOmmmMmmuam On
this mission all of owr pilots returned.

Onlﬁlprﬂtholquadronplrticipamutbaﬂntoflmmlatt-phh
vq;pnmmnopmmmwmummm;t@. Up to and
mmm-mmmmmmmtm-ofmmhm
the briefing of the missions had been handled. This mission was sprung on
muahtﬁnhhutﬂ;mtﬁudoporatton.mnm. Due to
mmptbanmmmncmonmnmmumh
mission, Yet when the flignt arrived at the target there was mot a Jap air-
udthbmﬁnhmfmmMmmtm. I'oouagmnryhuh
Mwmummwmmrmummnmmmm
ofthoﬂllinm.mthqrmcharthirf“lhp. From this point on there
was a visible :lmmtintholmﬂlingot the missions, a greater delegation
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dw&mnmuwhmmmmmmmmm
took into his stride,

&muemradmltribamtimedmCﬁIGBImdMIﬂam.aﬂm
dnringthnmthaacrnbl.hhruptmmntup. o contact was made with
emwplanunlthaud:theacomnportedtbuoutaboutﬂﬂwmﬂes. It
muﬂmuplmmhbombthedﬂmhforemplmsnm
dmmhbwhpm-m.aﬂuumthopln, it went awry,

On 19 April the squedron participeted in the most successful fighter
‘sweep on HONSEU Islend to date, !ﬂietargetwasﬂﬂmlm.mmh
muhthwﬁmitlmmmrorﬂw“oumm
were observed, they were not sggressive, and the squadron accounted for U
Ja&smdl!ojodutmyad.andaJachanleoJodm. Gaptain FRANCIS
mmxsmqutmaqungmmmommmmm
uld.ngﬂn(S)pumonrth.ruwMﬂngmthhgmuthmmlm
emmnition in his wing, Eereportedthathewmm:'mriyemom
any target in JAPAN then one run over MILIEW, All planes returned from this
mission, :

On 26 April the squadron suffered its first losses of the month, the
ﬁrstloamomwtmitoryaimemmgtoafoﬂardmathem
tine, The mission was to escort B-29's over KYUSHU, On the way up and over
the target the weather was the worst enemy, Fot only were the B-29's never
sigated, the target was never sighted, Blue Flight ran into some weather and
mmmhardfmafhroumormﬂi@tmortedhpmatm'
and alone, lomorthorutofthaflightmheardontheraﬂio. Air sea
nmmmmnm.mmfmthopethnmmghtn@thmm
wmmshedupnwmtmthatulandthatmr-s:l.'UMarmappm-
ached, Unﬂ:ejﬂﬁhorthamnthmthermsiontow. this time to

CsagEar
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mmofmmabertinm;o. Tois wvas
%0 have been an escort mission butb when we arrived at the D.P. the bombers had
already gone ahead. The weather being .8 10,10, there was no target for
fighters o they returned to base without incident, In the gppendix will be
found the complete mission reports for these and other missions not mentioned
in this narrative, '

On 13 April the squadron moved over to its pemanent area. It was a great
Wovthamrhnn?toeatinamshﬂl.vaahinam.nﬂ.
excrete in a screened-in latrine, Officers and men combined in details to do
some fancy landscape gardening and transplanting. An outdoor movie screen was
Duilt and we sterted showing movies every night. Although the pictures svail-
able were either very old or sirictly Grade "B", attend-nce was good becase
there was nothing else to attend,

On 17 April 1945 Major GIIMER L. SNIPES was releived of commend of the
squadron and ordered back to the states on rotation, He was succeeded by
Captain ARTHUR H. BRIDGE who up to that time had been the Squsdron Operations
Officer,

CAPTAIN ARTHUR H, BREIDGE ,

Woen Captain ARTHIR H. BRIDGE sssumed command of the Y5th Fighter Squadron
he had run the gamt of possible squadron jobs, end most of them were in the
same sgusdn he now was called upon to lead, A native Californian, Captain
Bridge attended school in his home town, ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA, and received his
4B at the University of California in 1941, He worked for a while as a citrus
grower and later as a mechsnics helper at the POMDNA, CALIFORNIA sirport until
Deceber 1941 when he enlisted as an Aviation Cadet and was sent to the CULF
COAST TRAINING COMMAND,

- He was commissioned a 24 Iieutenant on 5 August 1942 and has been on

4

‘._
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

- .-

B eolive tuty sizos that
with the 15th Fighter Group, most of it with this squadron, Be was with the
78th Fighter Squadron at MIDWAY ISLAND for two months and joined the Y5th on
28 March 1943 where he has been ever since. This hss included tours of duty
on BAKER, NANOMEA, APEMAMA end MAKIN Islands before the present operation to
INO Islend,

When he zssuned command of the squadron, Captain BRIDGE hed 290:35
combat hours, U2 sorties and hed been awarded the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
AIR MEDAL end BRONZE OAK LEAF CIUSTER, AND PURPIE HEART, He is married to
¥rs, Catberioe V. Bridge of Washington, D.C. who is herself a pilot with meny
huuninthomimﬂghtor—t:paimmﬂhohasﬂnm.mmfomﬂya
WASP before they were disbanded,

MEMORENDA OF SECTIONS
Armement Section

This month bas been a busy one for the armemnct section, The section is
completely set up mow, thanks to the cooperation of each of the men,

The replacements received last month are working out very well. M/Sgt
Jmmmmmumtmmmmmmtmumtm
his work, The other three men, T/Sgt LOWIHORP, S/Sgt HERWIG and §/Sgt KRAYP,
bave fitted right into the scction and are doing a fine job,

The section has been divided up into flignts, It is beleived that by hav-
ing flights, more efficiency and more personal interest will be reached, espec-
ially by the higher remking non-commisioned officers. We have four flights,
and at present each flight is caring for six airplanes. As replacemet air
craft come in, the flights will increase equally.

This squadron section, in conjunction with the 78th Fighter Squadron has
constructed a range for proof firing and harmonization of aircraft weapons.

>
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troubles were temporarily solved when we received permission from the Air Base

command to fire across the runwsy, We were forced to chenge the target area
once, as the original area had been earmarked for a permenent structure. We
now have the range set up and before meny days we will have the guns in our

airplanes barmonized. Regarding proof firing and harmonizatiom, the flignt =

leaders and the Squadron Commander have decided upon "paint" harmonization,
and all guns will converge at 1000 feet in the future, unless changed because
of unsatisfactory results.

Chemical Warfare.

During the month of April the chemical warfare section was mainly occupi-
ed with general duties within the squadron. One of these was hamling water for
the mees kit laundry. The M3A2 decontaminating truck was used for this good
sdvantage of hauling water and providing pressure for cleaning air scoops and
under surfaces of the aircraft,

The section was also given the duty of spraying the latrines, showers,
and mess hall weekly with a 5% solution of IDT in kerosene. '

The decontaminating truck was used in fighting fire once this month, W&
were able to assist in extingnishing a burning Japanese truck in the 47th
motor pool, The fire hiose attachment was used and wzs found satisfactory
except for one thing, The 1-1/2 inch fire hose burst after about 5 mimutes
operation at 40O pounds pressure, lLater when the remaining sections were
tested ome coupling was blown off at the ssme pressure. Since this hose bears
a lable to the effect that it was tested at 400 pounds pressare it is to be
expected that failure was due to either famlty materiel or deteriration;how-
ever, the latter was not revealed upon inspection,

TEEsERE

b
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The first long fange mission to the Japanese mainland was scheduled for
the 7th of April and airborne radio equipment was checked and rechecked, Il
’ spite of all our efforts, however, two sliips had radio trouble emroute, This
set the pattern for all following long range missions, Maintenance can g
only so far, and then the design and structure of the set, itself, determines
the final result. In the long range missions to date, there has been an
average of a little less than two radio write-ups of some nature per mission,
Maintenance has never had a 100% day, It is the conclusion of this office
toat the SCE.522 is mot rugged emough for seven hour missions eitber because
of underrating of set p-rts or poor regulution of dynamotor output, Also the
set, and dynamotor in particular, are very susceptible to overheating,

The AN/ARA-8 Homing sdspter has proven its dependsbility and value with
succeeding missions, Barly criticism of the set arose largely from an
ignorance of the part of using persomnel as to its proper employment. It hes
shown its worth, though, in air to air homing to navigationl aircreft and in
boming to base. In the event of VEF failure, however, pilots have no commn.
ication of any kind., Many pilote are amxious to have the DETROLA range receiver
reinstalled in all ships as an additional facility,

Itmfonndaarlyinthnmththatméaalatsm:lonmnin- 7
tainance bench oftem lost tuning and collected dust in tramsit from bench to
sbip. In order to facilitate tie tuning of sets in the ship, & mobile main-
tenance bench was constructed by T/Sgt PAUL JAROSCAK, The bench is built
arcund a Jap pash cart frame and incorporated are a C-10 emergizer, an 1-130
signal generator, ANIL.95 field strength meter, and an 1-139 Milliammeter, By
means of this bench, receiver and tramsmitter tuning as well as AN/ARA.S

LS
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mulhto-!.tl
permanent living area, Electrical wiring was started in advance and was
completed by the time of the move. A storage tent is being used to house the
power supply which consists of a 15 KVA and & 5 KVA generator. The present
operating schedule calls for a twenty-lour shift for the 15KVA znd & four hour
shift for the 5KVA, This allows time for thorough maintemance of both units.
The greatest problem in constructing the "power house" was tie acquisition of
& double pole-double throw switch to allow parallel operatiom of the two units,
This was overcome by turning to Jep signal supply which had on previous occas-
ion proved itself to be a reliable source of supply, In the smme comnection,
mch of the tent wiring was done with the aid of Japanese insulators,

The telephone situation beceme static if mot satisfactory during the
month, Thomhlnofomh:@aﬂmnmintdn@ghomhnitc&osﬂnh
line and living aveas was eliminated by the establishment of a consolidated
grup switchboard in the living area. From this boerd we were allotted seven
local lines which proved an adequate mumber, However, calls from our living
area to our line area bave to go through three switchboards; Whopper rear
(15th Group), Whopper (15th Group) and Nobility (¥5th). It is a rare occasion
when one of these trunk lines are not tusy. There is a great need for direct
trunkc lines from living to line arce rather than the present "all lines lead
to Whopper" set-up.

wmofmlmewimmmmmmammm
requires st least nine men allowing for no spares, This is necessitated by
mwhewhhw&dfmmichmmmmmwmmum
center at all times, Teletype traffic is much bezvier then it was on OAHU,
Moftbmnhmsmmmprﬂaﬂm‘ﬁutqhmwh.
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'mmdmbtmtlhtypo'. Itumwummmtm
within hailing distance' of each other. With our present section strength,
one thind of our persomnel is ised in message center. This is hardly an idesl
situation in a tactical organization where the primary job is maintenance of /
airborne commmnication equirment. —"/

There were no persomnel changes during the month and the actusl working
strength of the section remsins at thirty,

Engineering section.

The most importamt event during the month of April was preperatiom for
the first fighter escort on the island of JAPAN, While there was very little
tmwmformtm&m.thcaectinnmtforth&u-yeﬁortwhn
the airplanes ready. lLete in the evening of the sixth the ships were serviced
and moved to the paricing area for takeoff. On the morming of the seventh the
airoraft were airborne without mishep for the first long range mission, With
the takeoff completed, the section waited for the mission to be completed.
-Beturning aircraft were accounted for and they were exsmined for damege,
Little evidence could be found., Other escorts were made during the momth on
the 12th, lbth, 19th, 22nd, 26th and 30th,

On the 2l4th this section was surprised to see a Bo29 come in through our
first row of parked airplsnes. Stopping in the middle of the first row it
canght on fire, threatening other P-51's on the line, Only by reason of the
men on the line watching tne incoming shipe and running at the time of approsch
of the crashing airplanes were they able to run clear of the wreckage. All
airplanes that could be towed and taxied were moved awsy from the fire. lLater
when an inventory of damege was taken it wes found that four aireraft were
completely destroyed and five dsmaged. Three of the dsmaged were repaired the
following dgy but it was necessary to transfer two to base,

UEEgREE.

- e
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First it was encountered on some airplanes that were written up as rough.
Fow it is noted that airplanes which had engine changes recently have the
wrong type so they have been grounded for the change,

Corrosion is becoming evident on the airplenes at this time. Correct-
ive action has been teken to correct this condition,

Intelligence sectivm,

During the month of April this section became less a step-child of the
organization and assumed it s proper importance in a combat unit, A pyrimidal
tent which the Marines had left behind was donated to the section, so we had
lebensraum for the first time since we hit IWO JIMA. By scavenering around
the vacated dumps, scrounging trensportation, and enlisting a lot of voluntary
aid, the 5-2 section bad a highly presentable and practicsl beaiquatters from
which to operate.

Flying missions to the BONIN Islands occupied tbe attention of the pilots
for the first week o f the month. The confusion in regerd to vriefing and
interrogating the pilots as described in last month's installment was lessened
as the Group gave Squadron S-2's a little more leewsy to act on their own
initietive. As these BONINS missions became more or less a milk run Group
beceme less interested in them. The big thing wes, of course, the Very long
Bange missions,

On April Tth the first long mission was flown to TOKYO, On April bth the
Sqndmnu'-atmmmthnvthatpartthqmtoplwhbﬁdhgm
pilots, They were soon to learn. Pilots and 5-2's alike were briefed by the
Fignter Command in the late afternoon before scheduled missions then were given
one strip mep with the course on it and told to reproduce ome of them for each
pilot. BHalf an hour before the plenes took off the mepe were completed. Thewe

10
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“wed 00 time %o explain the mmpe 10 the pilote, md the Mwis Dasinees wes a8
new them as it was to us,

The mission was a success and it wes hardly necessary to use the maps on
that mission, Hed it been, it would have been amother story. The trouble
with the whole situation now was that we simply were not getting information
about the strikes until it was too late to do else but make up strip meps
and distribute them,

On 15 April we had the routes and code nsmes in ample time to make up
the maps and brief the pilots before they wemt to the formal Group briefing,
It was very satisfactory and for the first time the pilots felt they had time
to abeorb all tue data necessary to be fully briefed for a long range mission,
That was the night before the missimm. The mext morning at the fimal weather
briefing the pilots were told that the target had been changed and they were
to hit KYUSHJ instesd. It was the first motice the Squadron 5-2's had been
given of the change of target.

Being #0 kept in the dark did very little to help the prestige of the
Intelligence Section; it did less to help the operatigg efficiency of the
section, What was particularly galling was the fact that the Operations sect-
ion generally was forewarned what the missions were to be before we were and
it was necessery to go 10 them rather than find out through regnlar intelli-
gence channels,

This situation was straightened out during the month end by month's end
was under control. Group menaged to get the inform=tion from the Fighter Com-
mand and we were forthwith notified in time to complete the preliminary work
and give the pilots their own briefing,

During the month the situation in regard to photo coversge of Jeapanese
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Momslmd and tergete we vers o striks showsd 5o signs om dmgrovesent, SEI1l
the best coverage we bad of targets in JAPAN were the photographs waich one of
our pilots picked up in SAIPAN through conversation with a B-29 Intelligence
Officer who had a superflnity and gave us what he didn't need.

Cpl HAROLD A CAISSE was added to the staff of the Intelligence section to
replace Sgt LIGET who was transferred to the Engineering section, The Inform-
ation and Education section put up a tent in the living ares with the War situ-
ation , The weatber situation promptly took care to destroy the exhibits, tut
they were indomitably replaced as they were washed out, USAFI was stressed
and with very favorable results, The whole procedure of a pplying and receiv-
ing these courses is abominable from the point of view of getting recruits
interested in the courses. The information is meager and the curricula not
explained in the catalog.

The squadron was so busy flying long range missions that there was mo
ground school for pilots for the month,

Medical Sectiom,

During the month of April the health of thé squadron remained good. Due
to existing military conditions, a temprary living area contimed to be occup-
ied until 13th April, At this time, the entire persornel moved into & perma-
nent area and were quartered in pyramidial tents. On the seme date, a squadron
mess ball was put into operaion, end the ratioms of the B and 10 in 1 types
were served. Water was limited throughout the month, but sdequate. A consol-
idated officers' mess was opened 25th April where all officers of the 15th
Group will be served,

In the permanent living area an excellent salt water shower was erected
as well as screened, fly-proof pit latrines. These added greatly to the com-
fort of the men,
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During the month sick call was held st the 15th Pighter Group Dispensary,
which also provided space for quarters cases., The consolidated group disp-
marymfoundtofacmtmladimlcarodmto-iqnmndoqupmtﬂ
pooling of medical personnel, The dispensary on the line contimed to be used
as an suxillary dispensary and crash station.

Attempts to improve the sanitary facilities are being contimied. Flies
were restricted by routine sanitary procedures and frequent spraying of the
islend by atroraft. local use of a DDf-kerosens mixture in the squadvon area
has proven to be of great value. A lecture on field sanitation was given to
all the personnel of the squadron,

Ostinanee seetios.

This section at the present time is pretty well set up, and we are proud
of eur layout, We are setup in a large wzll tent with a fly, §/Sgt IUKEHART,
Sgts FEITEY end WILLS sre quartered just behind the section and have telephone
connections in their quarters, making it possible for quick action on the part
of the Ordnance section in the event of an emergency,

During the first few miseion to the Japsnese homeland, the 78th and L7th
Fighter squadrons encountered considerable trouble with what was supposesbly
bad ammmition. Our airplanes were equipped with the same type ammnition, yet - |
we encountered no difficulty. The Ordnance sections of the two squadroms re-
moved all the smmunition from their planes and replaced it with new ammnition
containing in the belting the armorer piercing-incendiary ammmition. Since
our squadron encountered no trouble, we left the old type ammmition in our
aircraft, A short time later, however, we had five stoppsges which, upon in-
vestigation, showed that the striker hod dented the primer, but the round hed
failed to dunction, We, like the other two squsdroms, pulled all the ammmit-
ion out of our airplanes and out of our reserve stock and replaced it with the

13
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aforementioned new type smmunition. After this work had been accomplished
we checked our firing pin springs and found a good many of them wesk, It is
believed that these weak firing pin springs did not permit the firing pin to
sirike the primer with enough force to set off the round, This belief is
substzntiated by the fact that the 38bth Service group test fired our suppose-
dly defective ammnition and agoountered no trouble,

Two weapons inspections were held tnismonth to insure the clesnliness
and good working order of the weapoms throughout the squadron,

The welding equipment of our ordnance maintenance set "A" has been of
great value to us, and a large amount of work has been accomplished. with it,

Mﬂg&amﬁwwmhmﬁfmmm.ﬁommm.
!!nnbarrelsmiobeuse&intbai:cratttomtth.irahlnﬁrtowﬁh
stand firing, We installed the four barrels in two airplanes, three in ome
one in amother. Bafonommndhadhunﬂudontofthum,
they were destroyed, one by fire and one over the Japanese homeland,
Operations section,

The month of April set a new high for our squairon operations and also a
new low, Oulpril'[th.ommnthfmmourarrivalonm;lm,mteenr-m
20NA's from the squadron assisted in the first long range mission of land-
based fighters over the Japanese homeland. We suffered no losses and the
mission was considered a success, Our primery purpose in being on this island
was acoomplished end the morale of the men concerned was greatly improved.
During the month seven missions to JAPAN were completed. Fowr of these were
escort and three were strafing attacks on enemy airdrome installations. No
pilots or planes were lost due to enemy action on amy of these missions,

On April 2bth, one flight of four P-5ID.-20NA's was lost dus to weather
while enroute to EYUSHU, JAPAN on an escort mission, The pilots listed as

L
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huugmacmn are: Capt MORTON M KNOX 0-799997; mLtlm;m:
0-7o7273; 24 Lts ROBERT D WRAY 0-774399 end EMERSON L CYFHERS 0-692737.

Seven dive bombing and strafing missions to CHICHI were held with mo
losses in pilots or planes. The attacks were centered againgt the SUSAKI
airfield to keep it imoperational,

aneutpm.an.zgmtmofmmlmmmdummtm
P-5l's and damsged five, No pilots or ground crewmen of this squairon were
injured, | ,

On 25 April, two accidents occured due to materiel failure, 24 Lt
Sm&mmmﬂyingatmnctuhmhiaangimfaﬂd. He attempt-
dafomdhﬂinc.tmmhugdnmmaboutthohltSeretofthan.
His plane rolled off the end of the runway and crashed camsing & complete
loss. Parts of the plane were salvagsble, Lt LEITIE received severe lacer-
ations of the forehead.

Leter the same morning, lst Lt DEAV B DECKEET so damaged a P-51 on land-
ing that only a few parte were salvaged. The right landing gear failed to
function due to 100% materiel failure, camsing the sccident, Lt Deckert re-
ceived mo injuries,

28 April, two P-51's were transferred from the 78th Fighter Squadron to
us, We began the month with thirty-three P-51D's and at the end of the month
the squadron strength was 24 P-51D,

Five new pilots joined the squadron April 22nd, lst Lts CHARLES H GRANT,
FHEDERICK R ERNSY, EIMER L BISHOP, 24 Lts WILLLAM E HODGIN AND JOEN M MAHORY,
These pilots are R.T.U. graduates and all have over a 1000 hours, most of
which are in trainer type aircraft. Thaprobluoftnininghmbmu.uq

difﬁcnltdmtotholonofairplansinthepastmnthmdalntothomtmt

maintanance necessary to keep t.haplanosinedﬂitlonformdmtohpn.
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However, with & minimm emount of training in our tactics these pilots
should be able to perform satisfactorily under combat conditions,
Persomnel Supply seclion.

After six weeks of living in foxholes, we moved into our new ares the
first few days of this month. A portion of the new tentage drawn at AFO 951
was found to be Class B end unserviceable when umwrapped.

Lecic of cooperation of higher echelons msde securing of lumber for our
ulahallﬂmrapmbluandmowmmonlyhyhggingandchinlingfm
outside sources. ﬂwmmdphwodmineﬂdmmmn.
our requisition was returned marked "unavailable at present”, and these items
were secured in the same manner as the flooring, Requisitions submitted in
larc.hforclothlngandequi;mntofmthatlnstminﬁrowremteulp-
leted until the last week of April,

Light bulbs could not be procured during this month due to inadequate
supply at Island Engineer.

A new typewriter was issued to us incomplete, leg stands were missing
and it was necessary to fashion legs out of wood so that it could be used.

Supply sbips are arriving regulsrly, and the 38bth Service Group stock
is increasing, The outlook for the emsuing month is good emough to warrant
a salvage day.

Tschnical Supply s=ction.
ktiﬁtrhtb!onhmmthnmlmmmthmthoflpﬂl.
The flow of P-51 parts wos prompt in most cases, At different times during
the month aircraft was grounded for a mmber of days,
ﬁa-putnforgmundodmplmobtaimdat‘mmwcrmﬂm
line srea 2l April. These were obtained from wrecked aircraft which had been

mmmmmw. 38bth Service Group,
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Considerable difficulty is being encountered with carburetors. Many
chenges have been made recently, Some were replaced with new carburetors
waile others were repaired by the 4th Aireraft Repeir Unit, At this time
they are being repaired by the 2d Aircraft Repeir Unit, Carburetors are
still the principle cause of trouble at this time,

Iransportation section,

After almost five weeks of operations without a site, the section was
granted a location in the squadron area. Two pryamidal tents have been set
up in addition to a large framework which is covered with tarpamlins and is
used as a shop. The framework is made of ldng irom rods, which, with the
help of the Ordnance sections welding equipment, were welded together form-
ing the frame. An adequate grease pit has also been dug and has been used
quite extensively. Opl CRISTINO of the section has done an excellent job in
preparing a pariing area for our squadron vehicles.

Deep water fording kits which were installed on all our vehicles before
departing from AFO 951 have been placed on esch wehicle,

Opl CRISTLINO has mede plens for painting each vehicle, and vhen the
lqual.rounaxtmnthshiatorynmttennhopatouportthatnltofour
vehicles have been painted., Cpl Cristino hss also made some stencils which
be will use in painting cur squedron insignia on our vehicles, The insignia
will be in full color and will add greatly to the appesrance of the vehicles,

!henhicluofthislqnadmwremnrypooreoﬁitmmthqm
turned to OAHU from the GIIBERT Islands. This was due largely to climatic
conditions in that avea. InorderthatwewmasMuponihh
thonﬁu—cmiayofmwmmlnmplmingtopmtthudthm
lead, Atpnamtulnwonhanﬂlmm]yofndhﬁpﬁntonhaﬁ,ht
nunmmpmmmwuabhhprommadmtmmmtbyom.

Csdgase
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{%éron Tour Five,

i v, Toms. R X T
‘; 3, - Bocard of B.20's Yo Tachikawa Adrfield, Eonsha, Japen,
b, Bed Filght « Lt Col I8 Vi Brown, :
~ “Yellow ¥light - its Fisher, Joymer, Riching, Vanagaker,
0" Blue Tidght = Capt Campbell, /0 Combs, it Nes Bron, Thornton,
pas Green FLZDY - 18 P, Eonter, M4 Hosey, 'U_h:ﬂpbaru, Lt Condon,

Fash i A < ngg i 5

j 1% Declert of Red Flight ves forced to refira to base from 120 miles, Es
' techomeber wos surging sod be also developed gae fumes in tis o0 8. it Kemsice
}- his winguen rotarned with kim as escort; both pencased at OF43. rest of the
'Squadren's styiking force weds dncourse ab OBMD, proceedsd 10 landfall ab JOOCO

| feot, ibey hit lmndfall ab 1115, orbited thires times waiting for ihe boxbars

o %o arrive. Since the striking force arrived st lsndfall 3) mimutes late it was

[ prosumed bhal the oabars Bzt @t weited, 50 Col Spain, striks lesder, ordered the
,{ °. force to proceed on & yeslor of 28° %o the target, 3he targel area was gverceat
£ 50 t5 911t returmed on @ Veotor of 2h0° o 5 of Fuji, then rommed westward
(27, towerd the Shiizecka srea locking Dor Jep' fighters, Tbe descenial from 15000 to
i L7 10000 feet, - Tinding wotBing of interest the foree returned % rally peinmi, ploked
500 ap pevigator 3-29's and returned fo Base withoad farther incident, A% landfall ~
Wy ?‘?G_ Couls engine was cubbing oub 50 he returzed to base mrdor to the strixing force
L0 itk 2 pevigator B29, AS 1135 sbadt 3 5.29's were observed E of Fujl wub obviously
A " T in o need of @800y i VTS e B

8; -, B8 Toute .3 95 underest, Tops JO00 feot, Over terget .8 to 10/10,

undercsst, Tops 5000 feeh. :
5 Comunicabions god; W geds |

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

e -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



