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VIR ,
NISSION 9 - 4 .gly----lg% 70 0913 DP 13 RP 1412

I8

landing 1654
1 Capt. Nowlck
Red 2 ILt. Schlack
3 Lt. Richmond
4 Ih. Rum
1 Capt. Johnson : : 1 Lt. Middaugh
Yellow 2 Lt. Phillips Spares 2 Lt. Bilous
3 Lt. Kelsey .3 Lt, Beepgers
4 Lt. Lambert 4 1t. Feld
1 Capt. Marcott : B-29 Obgerver: .
Blue 2 Lt. Lockney Lt. E. H. Mikes
. 3 Lt. Rable
4 Lt. Westbrook Aborts: Red 4, repled. by
Spare 4; Blue 2,
1 Capt. Baker by Spare 2; Spare
Green 2 Lt. Coleman - 3, not replaced.
3 Lt. Kempert
4 Lt. Jones

TARGET: Fighter strike at Teukuba airfield, Honshu, Japan.

VARRATIVE: The Empire was thickly covered by a 9/10 blanket
of ecloud hased st 1500 feeot and rising to 3500 feet. Targets
could not be immediately located, and the sguadron circled,
looking for a hole in the cloud deck that a squadron might
pass through. One anpeared, quite smell, with an alrport
beneath. GCapt. Nowick, Red Leader, took Red and Yellow

' flights through. The a/f was almost deserted. It was scd-

covered, hoasted 4 or 5 hangars and a few dummy a/¢ along
its western boundary. The flights strafed the hangars and
building area from northweet to southeast, met no flak, and
headed for the RP on the deck.

Blue and Green flights were unable to sgueeze through the
hole through which the first section dived, and so pulled up
and searched for Tsukuba. They found it, and began strafing
at 1340, Blue flight made its run along the southwest edge
of the field. Capt. Marcott fired and got heavy strikes on
the cockpit and wingroots of a hesvy (4 engine) bomber; Lt.
Westbrook fired into and damaged 2 t/e a/c along the south-
west edge of the field. Lt. Ruble followsd and also made
strikes on 2 unidentified t/e e/a.

Green flight dove in from the northwest slong the north-
east side of the field. Cant Baker hit a twin-engined e/a,
and Lt. Coleman damaged another, which he thinks may have
been a dummy, and of which there were a number, scattered
about the area. Flak from AW and MGs was moderate and

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TIAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

I

B

"
VLR ‘
I MISSION 10 5 dJuly 1945 TO 0815 DP 1215 RP 1340

lLanding 1610

1 Maj. Shipman
Red 2 Lt, Dostal
3 Lt, Connor
4 Lt. Lockney
B-29 Cover
1 Lt. Mikes & 1 Lt. Lee
Yellow 2 Lt. Coltman Spares 2 Lt. Harrigan
3 Lt. Commer 3 Lt. Smith
4 Lt. Tatro 4 Lt. Klump
5 Lt. Kuhn
- 1 Capt. Carmody
Blue 2 Lt. Warfield Aborts: Yellow 1, repled. by
3 Lt. Davis Spare 1; Yellow 3, by
4 1t. McCabe Bpare 3; Blue 4, by
Spare 4.
1l Capt. Wiclkman
Green 2 Lt. Ewalt
3 Lt. Starin
4 Lt. Pilecki

TARGET: Fighter strike at Hyakurigshara airfield, Eonshu,
Japan.

NARRATIVE: For the second straight day, the weather over the
target was thorousghly lousy. The Empire was covered by

9- to 10/10 cloud with tops at 6000 feet. A second layer
rose from 9000 feet to unknown tops. The mission was sand-
wiched between the two at the DP. Sections were separated
gsoon after: Red and Yellow flightsa (Section 1), toursd
gradually southward, toward Tokyo Bay, while Blue and Green
flights followed some distance behind.

Section 1 let down to the deck off Suno Saki light, and
bounced three small ships. HMajor Shipman took two under
fire, strafed them thoroughly, and left them burning. Lt.
Connor, Red 3, swung to the left and put a long, heavy
burst into a harbor tug. The vessel smoked and lost way.

. Section 2 saw Seetion 1 attack, but did not follow because
Capt. Carmody, Blue Leader, had engine trouble and was
primarily concerned in reaching the RP.

Both sections left the area after the attack and turned
toward the RP. En route, some heavy flak rose from Hachljo
and from a destroyer 15 miles north of the island. No a/e
were damaged.

DAMAGE TO THE ENEMY:

Sca: 3 vessels (1 trawler, 1 salvage ship, 1 tug) damaged,
Maj. Shipman (2), Lt Connor.

LOSSES: DMNone,
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B P
MISSION 11 Q%47 DP 1320 RP 1412

. July 1945
2 Landing 1713
1 Col Harper
Red 2 Lt. Commer
5> Lt, Kelsey
4 Lt. Phillips
' B=29 Cover
1 Capt. Johnson & 1 Lt. Harris
Yellow 2 Lt. Echlack Spares 2 Lt. Feterson
3 Lt. Dodfish 3 Lt. Anderstrom
4 14, Lambert 4 1t. Wheeler
1 Capt. Beker B-29 Observer:
Blue 2 Lt. Coleman Capt. Nowiglt
3 Lt. Seexers )
4 Lt. Feld Aborts: Blue 4, renled. by
Spare 3; Green 4,
1 Lt. Barnes repled. by Bpare 4.
Green 2 Lt. Jones
3 Lt. Kempert
4 It, YecCabe

TARGET: High cover for Squadrons striking Katori and Kashiwa
airfields, Honshu, Japan.

NARRATIVE: The front which had ohscured the Empire for the
previous week was forced far enough nerth on the 6th to un-
cover the wnole Tokyo area as far north as Mito. A few
cumulus clouds, 2- to 5/10 lay to the west and south of tle
target area. Visibility wes excellent.
- The mission made landfall slightly north of Hyakurigshara,
flew 270 degrees, and then turned south and snlit into two
sections of eight. Red and Yellow Ilights provided h}gh
cover for the 457th scuadron, as it strafed Katori a/f.
This section, led by Col Harper, saw no €/a in the air.
After the 457th had completed its run, the sectiecn high
strafed the ramp and hangar srea snd adjourned to the RP.
Blue and Green flights followed and jeve cover to the
462nd squadron, which struck Kashiwa a/f. The scetion was

. just eastof Kashiwa when a s/e fighter bounced Green 4

‘from 6. o'clock high, out of the sun. Capt. Saker, Blue
Leader, was in mutusl support of Creen flight, and broke
into the bandit just as Lt. Yheesler's tail-warning radar
picked him mp. Lt. Vheeler saw the e/a firing, and broke
down and out. The bandit rolled into a steep split-8 as
the flights reached the 90 degree point in thelr tumm. Blue
flight followed the e/a (probably a Jack), to about 6000
feet. Capt, Baker made strikes and drew light smoke. Lt.
Coleman, Blue 2, reported pieces flving off the e/a. !
lM’ean‘-.-.fhile, Green flight had completed its turn, and Lt
Barnes, Green leader, caw an e/a diving east, past Blue
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VLR
MISSION 12 §Ju1y 1945 TO 1026 DP gs RP 1500
Lending 1942
1 Capt. Nowick 1 Lt, Kelsey
Red 2 Lt. Schlack Sub Cover 2 Lt. Jengen
3 Lt. Middaugh (Maple) 3 Lt. Coltman
4 Lt. lockney 4 Lt. Pilecki
1 Lt. Lee 1 Lt. Hikes
Yellow 2 Lt. Harrigan Spares 2 Lt. Feld
3 Lt. Smith 3 F/0 Dostal
4 Lt. Bodfish 4 Lt. Seegers
1l Capt. Marcott B-29 Observer:
Blue 2 Lt. Peterson Major Shipmen
5 Lt. Starin
4 Lt. Kuhn Aborte: greon’ 3, replaced by
Spare
1l Capt. Carmody
Green 2 Lt. Warfield
3 Lt. Allen
4 F/0 Craig

TARGET: Fighter strike at Tokorozawa airfield, Honshu, Japan.

NARRATIVE: This was the dog-Taced, shagsy-eared, murderous old
grendpappy of them all. Flak came up by the carload, more than
the a?uadron had ever seen before. It wes the Tfirst visit paid
Tokyo ‘s Happy Valley, and the reception was eloquently
unfriendly.

Near landfall, six trensvortz were called out at 4 o'clock

. low, but were not intercented. The squadron flew at 15,000

feet at landfall, and dived gradually as 1t crulged north to
Mt, Fuji, and then turned northsast toward the western Sub-
urbe of Tokyo. Airfields were scattered below liks stamps
in a catalogue; the target could not he immediately found.
The squadron circled, and circled, and Tinally, a8 heavy
flak got heavlier and more accurate, peeled off and attacked
the nearest- targets. In the melee of ack-ack and crossing
strafing runs, three alrfields were strafed. Of eight
operational afe observed, one was damaged by Lt. Middaugh,
Red 3. Hangars, radio stations, zun positions, and a few
dummy e/a took most of the damege. .
Withdrawal bepan on a heading of 265 degrees. Suddenly,
over the heavily industrialized prefecture where B-298 had
long made their runs, hell broke loose. Plilots swear that
everything but the dunghills was thrown at them for 4 solid
minutes. Plances were on the deck, ilndicating 350 mph,
shooting at everything and enything, and the flak came up.
It came up from 120mm. batteries, with instantaneous fuses
thaet laid the bursts in the middle of tho formations. The
ugly black puffs of the heavy stuff were as thick as grass

L
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VLR mssrom.,. 8 July 1945 (cont.) (3'

attacked. One of the high Jacks pecled off and came in beohind
Lt. Kuhn, ehooting. Kuhn snapred under and dived for the
deck firewalled. Tracers were brealking around him when Lt.
Leeo s8lid in bohind the Jeck, gave it a long and furious burst,
and flamed it. Lt. Starin mecanwhile closed in on the left-
hand flight of four and put a long burst into a straggling
e/a. The Jack took it, thon, ae picces broke off his fuse-
lage and smoke poured from his engine, he broke for the

deck. The opnosite flight of four turned into Starin, and
put -a hole in his vertical stabilizer before he broke down

at full throttle and escaped.

A few minutes’later Maple flight bogan to get businoss.
Several bailouts came in rapid succession, over the RP or
near 1t. Most were from another Group; one was Lt. Mekus
of the 506th, who had been flying with the 457th squadron.
Mekus was rescued by the lifeguard submarine soon after he
hit the water. Then a distress call came in from a pilot
balling out some 100 miles northeast, just offehore. The
submarine could not attempt rescue becouse of mines anhd
coastal batteries. Maple flight, 2 B-29s, and & dory-hung
B-17 headed for the position.

Three motorboats were close to the reported position of
the downed pilot, but turned back to shore as soon as the
rescue planes appeared. Two rowboats romained some 3 miles
offshore;, and ancther lsy a few miles farthor out. Lt.
Kelsey, Maple leader, took a equirt at the lone boat, for
it was chasing something that could have besn a man trying
to swim to sea. The splashing was actually a school of figh.
Maple flight flew over the other small craft, but did not
gtrafe for fear the pilot had been rescued and was aboard.
The area was scarched thoroughly, but no trace of the pilot
remained. Maple flight was finslly ordered to retum to base.
%t landed at 1950, after nine hours and fifty minutes of

light.

Shortly after the main body of P-51s had left the RP,
Capt. Carmody, Grecn losder, saw a 462nd a/e trailing coolant
and smoke. He cireled with the damaged P-51 until the engine
caught fire and the plane dived toward the sea. The pillot,
Lt. Freeman, bailed out just as his a/c begen td burmn. Green
Tlight circled him after he hit the water, ecalling for help.
A dumbo finally located Freceman, and Green flight returned to
base, landing with fuel tanks full of anything but.

DANAGE TO THE ENEMY;

Air: 1 e/e destroyed, Lt. Q. Lee.
1 e/a probably destroyed, Lt. Starin

Ground: 1 e/a damaged, Lt. Middaugh. Hangars, radio stations,
factorlies, power plants, train and warchouses
strafed.

Sea: 1 fishing boat damaged, Capt. Marcott; 1 trawler
damaged, Lt. Peterson.
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Tokyo. the mission of 9 July
east of Nagoye.

was unusually sood, but for a front near 30 degrees N.

g s < ¢
MISSION 13 O July 1945 TOC 0943 DP 13 RP 1345
Landing 1700
1 Maj. Shipman
Red 2 Lt. Allen
3 Lt. Connor
4 Lt. Ewalt
1 Czpt. Johnson " - 1 Lt. Barnes
Yellow 2 Lt. Phillips ‘. 'Spares 2 F/0 Todd
5Lt Stusrt 3 Lt. Kempert
4 Lt. Lambert 4 Lt. Davis
1l Capt. Baker’ 'B-29 Ohserver:
Blue 2 Lt. Coleman Capt.. Carmody
5 Lt. Commer )
4 Lt. Tatro '~ Aborts: Blue 4, replaced by
; Spare 4; Spare 2, not
1 Lt. Harris " replaced.,
Green 2 Lt. Westbrook
3 Lt. Anderstron
4 Lt. 'heeler _
TARGET: Fighter strike at Hamanatsu alrfleld, Honshu, Japan.
NARRATIVE: After two successive strikes at airfields near

gtrafed three alrflelds socuth=-

The weather, for the third straight mission,

which

was penetratbed between 10,000 snd 12,000 feet bhetween columns

of towering cumulus.

" Off the coast of the Empire, weather was CAVU; landfall was

made &8 planned.

The 458th dived gradually from a top

" eltitude of 13,000 feet to 5000 feet as it cros°ad the coast,

received some medium flak near Yokos
to 270 degrees, into an excellent 11 Abfeaat
deck some 5 miles from Hamamatsu a/f.

Joyly, Left
d hit the
The 462nd and 457th

squadrons flew high cover as the 458th strafed the field.
The' squadron found not a single onerational a/e: it found
damaged e/a propped on oil drums and stilts, cane dumaics,

and a gross oversupply of light and medium flak.

Red f1ight

hit the southern boundary of the field, and strafed gun

positions and buildinze from thence to Hamana lagoon. Maj.
Shipman squirted an eleectric car just hefore he hit the PT.
Lt Allen, Red 2, was busy being thoroughly unfriendly when
he took an AV hit sguare in the right wing,outboard of his

gun bay.
can burst by a firecracker,

The wing was flowered,
Allen did not feel the hit, but

top and bottom, like a tin

did notice that the wing was heavy. He continued to shoot
things up, and finally caught a rowboat on Hamana and con-

tributed another ancestor to the stockpile.

Yellow flight
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VIR ? q
HISSION l@‘; 16 July 1945 TO 1015 DP 1338 RP 1425
. ¢+ Landing 1724
-1 Maj. Shipman
Red 2 Lt. Wheeler
3 Capt. Connor
4 Lt. Lockney
1 Lt Lée 1 Lt. Anderstrom
Yellow 2 Lt. Bodfish Spares 2 Lt. Ewalt
3 Lt. Smith 3 Lt. Pileeki
4 1t. Phillips 4 Lt. Westbrook
1l Capt: Baker B-29 Observer:
Blue 2 F/gznostal Capt. Marcott
; 3 Lt. Middaugh
o 4 Lt. Feld Aborts: None.
! 1 Capt. Barnee
Green 2 Lt. DeEvis
B Lt. Kempert
4 L. Leake

TARGET: Fishteflatrike at Akenogahara airfield, Honshu, Japan.

NARRATIVE: The JAF, for the first time since the 23rd of
June, attempted to offer mass airborne resistance to a fighter
strike. The weather provided an excellent shooting gallery
west of Nagoya and Ise bay. A low overcast was based between
8000 and 9000 feet, and several higher decks lay at 16,000
feet and above, Most of the fighting was between these two
layers. The 458th .made landfall first, and had penetrated
40 to 50 miles inland when Maj. Shipman made a 360 degree
turn to allow the other:two sguadrons to position themselves,
as planned, ahead of and above the 458th. The turn was
unlucky, for no soocner were the 457th and 462nd in position
than they made contact with e/a.

The radio crackled: "Blue leader, bogies at 4 o'clock low--
Get the bastards, Joe--Break, Red leader, there's one behind
you--Get that guy, he's right under you,"

The 458th Joined battle less than a minute after the fight
began. The lower overcast ended perhaps 10 miles from the
shores of Ise bay, and near this border lay & large hole. Above,
in, beyond, near, and about this hole the sky was a milling
swvarm of aircraft.

Major Shipman, Red leader, caught a fleeing Frank some 2000
feet below, on an opposite course. The major rolled into an
overhead, closed on the e/a, tracked, and squeezed the trigger.
Nothing happoned. Nonchalantly, the major turned his gun
switches on and fired from almost dead astern, and got strikes
on the e/a's fuselage and winzs. The major overshot and pulled
up. Lt. Wheeler, Red 2, followed the e/a into e diving turn to
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VLR MISSION 14’.6 July 1945 (cont.) (3‘

bandit. Phillips lost Smith, and later joine' Green flight
on 1ts return down the peninsula to the RP. \

DAMAGE TO THE ENEMY : (458th)
Air: 3 e/a destroyed, Lt ‘heecler, Capt. Barnes (2).
1 e/a damaged, Lt. Smith
L o (506th)
Air: 10 e/a destroyed.
ol e/a probably destroyed.
9 o/a damaged.
LOSSES: 458th, none. 462nd, none. 457th, Capt. Benbow, MIA.
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VLR : ,
MISSION 15 19 g] 1945 T0 0613 DP 0923 RP 1100
Landing 1405

Capt. Nowlek
Lt. Schlack
Lt. Commer
Lt. Beegers

Capt. Carmody 1 Capt. Mikes
Lt. Warfield Spares 2 Lt. Coltman
Lt. Allen ; 3 Lt. Coleman
F/0 Craig 4 Lt. Tatro

Yellow

Capt. Johnson Aborts: None.
1t. Jensen
Lt. Xelsey
Lt. Lambert

Blue

Lt. Anderstrom
Lt. Peterson

Lt. Starin g
Lt. Pllecki

Green

FuolnpnE PO UV EH UV

TARGET: Fighter strike at Itaml mirfield, Honshu, Japan.

NARRATIVE: Industrial Osaka, on 19 July, was served an ex-
temporaneous mees of rhubarb, more out of perversity than
in anger. The squadron made landfall esouthwest of Osaka at
15,000 feet, located Itami, and turned line abreast toward
1t, diving to the deck. Then the party started.

Capt. Nowick claims that the amours of the previous night
plus the loss of his magnificent mustache, had desply
affected him; that the charms of the ANC had so befuddled
his usually keen capacity for navigation that somehow he
led the sgquadron far to the north of Itami on the Tirst pass.
As matters developed, the ANC had done the squadron a faver.

Realizing that he had missed the target, Capt. Nowick
called a left turn, into the sguadron, made a 270 degree
turn, and came down on Itami from the north, Red flight
passed over the eastern perimeter of the field, and saw but -
one t/e a/c. GCapt. Nowick told the other flights not to
attack because there were no targets, then turmed on & head-
ing of about 60 degrees and began to rhubarb to the RP.

In the confusion of these few minutes, ne two pilots agree
on just where they flew and precisely what areas they strafed.
Yellow flight stuck clase tq the heels of Red flight. Blue
flight was split in the original dive to the target when
Capt. Johnson's fairing doors refused to stay up. Lt. Ander-
strom, Green leader, contirnued south in the maln pass, over
the center of Osaka proner. Peterson, Sterin, and Pllecki
turned left the with main body of the squadron as it withdrew,
and Anderstrom was alone on the right of the maln bedy.

¢
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VIR
WY MISSION 16 22 July 1945 TO 0957 DP 1325 RP 1430

‘q_j _ Larding 1722
1 Col. Harper 1 Lt. Richmond
Red 2 7/0 Dostal Spares 2 Lt. Kuhn
2 3 Qapt. Stuart 3 Lt. Wheeler,
4 Lt. Lockney 4 1t. Tatro
1 Capt. Mlikes
Yellow 2 Lt. Coltman B-20 Observer:
% Lt. Gowers Capt. Connor
4 ¥/0 Bilous :
Aborts: Red 2, replaced by
1 Lt. Lee Bpare 1; Red 3,
Blue 2 It. Phillips repled by Spare 3;
3 Lt. Bmith Blue 3, by Spare 4;
4L Lit. Johnson Green 2, by Spars 2.
1 Gapt. Harris
@resn 2 Lt. Westbrock
3 Lt. Ruble
4 1t. Ewalt

TARGET: High cover for sguadrons striking Takamatsu air-
field, Shikoku, Japan.

NARRATIVE: The mission was little more than & reconnsissance
in force. Fighters from Iwo had never before penetrated
into Shikoku, and it was in hope of flushing e/a on the
ground and in the air that the mission was scheduled. The
hope was misplaced. The 458th provided cover for the
strafing deck sguadrons, who found the alrfields practically
devoid of e/a. Several boats, a ship, a Mavis, and a CV or
CVE caught the strafe. The 458th saw no airborne e/a, and
so returned without engagement. Sub cover circled the
bailout of Lt Hinkle of the 457th at the RP. Hinkle was
picked up by the lifeguard sub 15 minutes after he hit the
water,

DAMAGE TQ THE ENEIMY: None.
LOSSES: None.

CONFIDENTTAL
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CONF IDENTIAL

¢
VLR

MISSION 16 24 July 1945 TO 0801 DP 1140 RP 1320
Landing 1520

Maj. Shipman 1 It. Bmith
Lt. Jensen Spares: 2 Lt. Klump
Lt. Stuart
Lt. Yestbrook B-29 Observer

: - Capt. Carmody

RBed

Cept . Daker

Lt. Coleman Aborts: Red 3, replaced by
Lt. Middaugh Spare 2; Blue 1,
Lt. Feld by Spare 1.

Yellow

Capt. Marcott (Anderstrom
Lt. Peterson (Zeterson
Lt. Anderstrom!7ilecki
Lt. Pilecki {Buith

Blue

«Capt. Gonner
iy 7 S A 5.
Lt. JOnES
Lt. icCabe

Green

4=00 1O - =i £ = B

TARGET: Fighter strike st Yazizu alrfleld, Honshu, Japan.

NARRATIVE+ A low, thick cvercast lay over the targest area
when the sguedron made landfell at 15,000 feet. ¥'aj. Ship-
man led the mission 30 to 40 miles inland, cireling to the
right over Sasgura bay, until a break in the cloud layer
provided oportunity to get on the deck. The sguadron ot
on it, in the middle of the bay; buzzed north and cauzht
a bevy of Sugar Doge and small coastal trawlsrs sauatting
in the water off the village of Shimizu. In the iw¢ squad-
ron pacses following, the record of ships strafedtwwads
thue: iaj. Shipman, 4 strafed, 2 left burning: Lt. Jeneen,
2 gtrafed; Lit. Elump, four strafed in the water, two on
the beach; Lt. ¥iddaugh, 2 strafed; Lt. Feld, 1 etrafed;
Lt. Anderstrom, 5 strafed; Lt Peterscon, 4 strafed; Lt.
Pileckl, 2 strafed (one missed, one clobbered); Lt. Smith,
J strafed; Tt. Connor, 2 strafed; Lt. Leske, 3 strafed;
Lt. Jones, 3 atrafed; Lu. McCabe, 2 strafed and one missed.
There were but 8 to 10 craft in all: the average was 4
vagges per boat.

After this nevel action, the sguadron rejoined snd
swept down on Yaizu from the north. Only one operational
a/c was on the field, bolstered by & or 7 wrecks i1 use
as dummles. Flak was light and inaccurate, and the squadron
gshot up what little was avallable for chootlng up. A gar-
bled razdio call mave Major Shipman the deep couviction
that Lt. Middauzh was losing coolant, when Middaugh had

CONF IDENTTAL
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July 1945 TO 0829 1_130*? 1320

Landing 1841

1 Cept. Wowlek
Red 2 1t. Schlack

3 Capt. Farcoti

4 Lt. Ruble

1 Capt. Carmody Lt. Richmond
Yellow 2 Lt.. Yarfield Spares Lit. Kuhn

3 B/0 Craig i Lt. Bwalt

4 7/0 Todd Lt. lestbrook

. 1 Capt. Johunson 3-24 Observer-

Blue 2 F/0 Bishop Capt. Farris

3 Lt. Kelsey

4 Lt. Phillipe Aborte: Spare 2, not re-

placed; Red 4, re-

1 Czpt. Eikes plzeed by Spare 4.
Jreen 2 1t. Coltman

3 Lt. Sowers

4 F/D Bilous
TARGET: Fighter sweep, Tokyo area, Fonshu, Japan.

NARRATIVE: For the first time, VII Fighter Comiand gave us a
green light on a fighter sweep. The mission wae bure, un-
adulterated rhubarb from begiming to end. It cost, but it
palid off as probably the most effectiva sweep to date.
Effectiveness came not only from the latitude allowed us, but
from hard, accurate strofing--the best air-to-ground unnery
we had yet fired over the Empire,

''e had been over the ares many times before; over the long
venineula that stretshes from ¥ito on the north - the south-
ern extremity of Tokyo Bay. The squadron heeded over land,
north, past Mito, where Blue and Green Tlizhts hit the deck,

““while Red and Yellow flights stayed high, as top cover. The

sweep worked south. At Ishioka, we hit
yard full of small factories, locomotives, boxcars, freizht
sheds. Blue and Green Tlighte tucked into a Lunnery pattern
and went to work. On his first pase, Capt. Johnson blew

up a locomotive. Lt, Kelsey burned two box ears. ILt. 2hiilios
and 7/0 Bishop followed throusa on the freight cars and the
factories. Capt. Mikes made three separate pas=es on the,

the jackpot--a frei_ht

- yards, with Lt. Coltman. Lt. Sowers and 7/0 Pilous found

another locomotive and utterly perforated it. The whole aresz
caught 2 heavy and extremely concentrated dose of .50 eal.
It was a profesaional job of clobbering. :

On his last pasc, Capt. 'izes left the yards and hit a
grounded Tony on a snall airfield one mile southeast of
Ishioka. It took heavy setrikes, Sut did not burn. (cont. )
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course to Ivo, by a lifezuard submsrine, and one of our
ever-loving chums, a Navy Dumbo.

Our second purple heart is ungrudzingly awarded to Lt.
Kelsey, for numerous nieces of plexizlass removed from his
neck. Near Xatori a/f, a machine-_ un slug ripped throush his
canopy, throu_h the headrest, richoeted from the armor plate,
and smashed throush the other side of the bubble. A few
more bullets hit Kelsey's rizht wing in aileron and flaps.

DAVAZE TO THE EIEMY

Ground 2 locomotives destroyed, Capt. Johnson, /0
Biloue, Lt. Sowers,

locmotives damaged, Ca t. Nowick, Capt. Marcott
truck destroyed, Capt. I7ikes ,
trucks damased, Lt. Sowers, Capt. Jarcott,
Capt. Johnson

olkcars burned, Lt. Helsey

Tony probably destroyed, Cent. likes
geanlznes dama;ed, F/0 Bishop

lighthouse damaged, Capt. Ceormody

radar statdon set afire, Lu. Schlack

HEMNEDND WEHED

Sea- 3 tuzs set afire, Lt. Schlack
1 boat under e-nstruction set afire, Lt. Schlack
13-16 small craft dame;ed, Lt, Kelsey, Capt. Johnson,
Lt. Schlack Capt. Carmedy, F/0 Todd, F/0 Craig,
Capt. Nowilck

Factories, power lines, 33 yards, radlo stations damaged.

LOSSES: 1 P-51, flown by Lt. E. Warfield, pllot saved.
Damaze: 1 P-51 hit in canopy and right wing, Lt.
Telegey: 1 P-51 hit in left wing, Lt. Westbrook.

~—

45Tth: 2nd Lt. Jaseph D. Minn, MIA.
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MISSION 19 30 July 1945 TO 0850 DP 1205 R? 1330

J \ Landing 183C
' *
] 1 Col. Harper

Red 2 Lt. ¥eDowell
3 L:. Bodfish
4 Lt. Xlump
1 Cant. Barnes 1 7/0 Dostal

Yellow 2 Lt. McCabe Spares 2 Lt. Tatro
3 Lt. Davis
& Lt. Leake B-20 QObserver:

Capt. Johnson

1 Maj. Shipman

Blue 2 1t. Jensen Sub Cover 1 Lt. Middauzh
5 Lt. Lee 2 Lt. Feld
& 1t. Lambert (Zearl) 5 Lt. Commer

4 Lt. Beejers

1 Cant. larecott

3reen 2 Li. Peterson Aborts  Pearl 4, not re-
3 Lt. Rable nlaced.
4 Lt. Lockney -

TARGET: TFighter etrike, Hinato alrfield, Awaji dsland,
Japan, -

NARRATIVE: Eight days after odgﬂgirst etrike into the Xobe-
Osaka area, we went back again. Aczain there was no oppositicn
in the air, and avain no aireraft on the ground.

Blue and Green fli-htes tireled well ini-nd, north of Himeji
and Akashi, before hitting the deck. Red and Yellow flizhis
remained upstairs as high cover. There were no e/a on Minato
alirfield as the two deck flizhts svept across waii 1sland
ard out to sea to the vest.

Yaj). Shipman and Lt. Jensen turned south throush the straits
betveen Awaji and Shi'toku, drove into Tokoshima harbor,
Btrafed a lighthouse and a sghip in drydoc’, a2nd turned to the
sea ajsain as Lt. Lee called in %trouble his oil predsure was
droppin,,.

Meanwhlle, reen fli-ht turned south over tlhe Iniand sea.
Lt. Ruble and _t. Lockoey found & emall crait off Shidzo Shima
end Btrafed them hard. Capt. areott -nd ILt. .eterson rode
down throu h Fukura harborp, dang dn; a sampan, a small boat,
&and oue small ship plus the to, nesing it along.

It was then that Lt. Lambert ezlled Lt. lez ard told lee
he was losin, oil rapidly. Flighte hed been split in the
straflng, but started to reform. *Lse and Lambert wers behing
Capt. l'arcett and “eterson: Maj. Bhivman and Lt. Jensen were
to the east. Ruble ond locknsy Joined Blue fli_nt, wrile
Lee and Lanbert joined Yarecott. It was a lon,, tense fli_ ht

-
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