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The 58th Fighter Squadron continued the

pro ram of trai ing for combat duty during the month of

De c e mb e r . ' i t h t h e r e c e i p t o f I I I Fi h t e r Com a nd Re g -

tion I ber 50-100 , which covers the entire progr

of trai r.g for all peraonnel in Very Long Range Fighter

Croups, /1, the really intensive effort to complete the

requirements began . This phase of training was the most

important item to be accompliahed durin December .

Fo r t h e mo n t h a t o t a l o f 2 3 3 h o u r a wa s f l o wn

i n i gh t e r t y p e a i r c r a f t wi t t h e a v e r a g e o f 2 p l a n e s

ava lable , all in th e P -51 t
,vpe

a s i red to the roup

f o r t a i n i n . Du r f n t h e l a s t we ' e r
.e mo n t :h i n t e r -

cep tion a d b ^mb er escort mission s w ere flow n nd for

t h e f i r s t t i me p i l o t s w n t o n r o c k e t f i r i n g mi s s i o n s .

Th i s wa s o n t h e 2 t h o f De c e : b e r , a r d i n t h e b a l a n c e o f

th e erio 35 rocket w ere ired . A g a t man of the

mi ions durin the t m e cov rec w ere aerial unnery ,
' with 65,69 ounds of caliber .50 am unition ex en edP

an 2 3 practice bomba drop ed .
A f o r r o u n d t r a i n i n o f R t d P e r s n n e l , s o

much of a tart had b een gained during Novemb er that th e

e n t i r e p r o r m wa s v i r t u a l l y c omp l t .e d b y t h e 2 5 t o f

t h i s mo n t h .

Wi t h t h e r e c e i p t o f t h e t r a n i r_ d i r e ct i e f o r

nlisted Men, this form of training tartea and here the

l . I I I Ft r Comma r_d Re # 50 - 100 , d t d 2 De c .

-1-
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the first place, the nu ber of inen involved , over 250,

gr ea t l t a x e d a v a i l a b l e ep a c e a n d t h e o nl y s o l u t i o n t o

the p oblem aeemed to be the divi ion of the men into

two echelone and alternate clasae held for each of th®

g r ou p s . T a t i s exa c t l y t h e wa y t h e s i t u a t .o n wa s

fi nally handled . On-the- ob train ng and se cing and

maintenance of aircraft prohibited these seasiona being

held during lqin hours to a great extent, so ght

e gions had to be reaorted to . Arranging for capable

instructore, tr inin film to upplement the lectures

and the use of pro ectors wa n t the leaet of the

problema encountered and solved . Of course, for m in-

t e na n c e r ea s o n s o r d ue t o f ur l ou gh s , h o s p i t a l i za t i on ,

etc., 100 attendance could not be cou ted on and there-

• fore it is contemolated that clasces would have to be

r e e a t e d d u r i ng t h e mo n t h of J a n ua y , b ut by t h e l a s t

day of December more t an 9u of the training had been

accomplished .

The problem of adequate sup lies was the

s e c on d o f t e ma or d i f f i c t i e s e n c ou n t e r e d . A l t h e

Sectians had th probl m alt ou the ma or difficulty

naturally was encountered in the Supply Sec ion ite lf.

Durir.g the month there was little or no replacement o ,

wo r c l o t h i n g a nd sh o e s , a nd t h e l a c o f ex pe nd i b l e

ma t e r i a f o r t h e ev e y da y r o u t i n e o f du t y mi gh t ha v e

caused inadequacy of records among other thing , if a

- 2 -
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ome material with th em from th i previous organiza -

tione .
Small amounts of or anizational ea ipment fo

o v e r s e s u s e wa s i s s ue d t o t h e Sq ua d
.r o n , b u t mu c h o f

t h i s e qu i pme n t wa e i t h e r un au i t a b l e f o r u s e o r e v e n

unusab le and had to b e exch nged . Storag wa s anoth er

p roblem in this in stance for ev en the pre ent quarter

a r e i na d e a u t e f o r e f f i c i e r_
t wo r k . Ab o u t t h e 1 9 t h o f

th e month Supply b egan to issue each man hi e individu l

eapon eo that h e mig'nt get usel to carry ing it around

twi t h i m a t a l l t i m s a n d l e a r r_ t o t a ..e c a r e of i t s o

that it was always in th hest possible cnndition .

Or dna nc e pe r s o ne l d ov o t ed. t : e me e l v s or s ev e r a l day s

t o a i di ng a nd a s s i s t i n ev e r o ne i n t h e i ni t i a l l e a r.-

i ng a nd i n s t r u c t i o a s t o u at wh a t wa s ne c e s sa y t o

ke e p t h e we apo n i n t i pt o p s :a p e . Tn e i ng e nui t y o f' t h e

men in preparing a means of obtair_ing hot water proved

to b a great help , /2 .

With the ma or portion of th trai iz; program

, c omp l e t e d , t h e r e r e a i n s o nl
,y

t u t : e r pr e pa r a t i o n of

t h e Sq dr o n f o r ov e r s e a e a a i gnme r_t a nd dut y . Gr e a t

s t r i e s t owa r d s t h a t go a i we r e a ad e i n De c e b e r a nd t h e

in l steps should be ta en durir Jaruary a that hen

the fin l movement orders are issued the 58th will be

r ady f o r t h e qui c : c c ompl i sh e nt o f h e i r mi s ai on .

/ 2 . P o t o r a b
,y

4 5 1 s t DU, 883 , dt d 9 De c .
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. _ , Ae o f t h ® l a s t d a o De c embe r t h e pe r o e l

o f t h e Sa ua dr on n• b r e d 3 1 , o f wh i ch 69 we r e Of i c e r a

a n d.
27 2 Enl i s t ed Me n . T ey p e r s o n n e l o t h e 58 t h

was as follows:

a or Harri on E. ipman .......... o anding

Capt Peter Nowick ................. perations

C p t 'a r l e . F , Gr a y , J r . . . . . . . . . . . . e c u t i v e Of f i c e r

Ca t Gorden C. Roesch ............. ntelligence

Capt Kenneth J . heelin .......... li t Su ;eon

Ca
_
t J . B . aker ..................

"A" Fli t

.
Ca t Francis C . Ca ody ...........

"B" li tP

1 t Lt Go l d i e i a r c o t t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " C" Fl i h t

1 s t Lt 'o l e n C . J oh n on . . . . . . . . . . . .
" D" Fl i gh t

l s Lt Fr a k . e k u s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . s s t Op e r a t i on s

l t Lt Edward H . Connor ............ u nery

lst Lt I vin Brein ................ d utant

let Lt Robert Y,. Pr ce ............. rdnance

nd Lt. Clifford C. B1ue ............ q dron Sup ly

2n Lt Fr a n c i a l . Hi n e s . . . . . . . . . . . . Eng i n e e r i n

2nd Lt i l e s J . J o e n e e n . . . . . . . . . . ma me n t

2nd Lt James H . Roman .............. echnical Supply

2nd Lt +i l l i a B . h o r t l ey . . . . . . . . . e r s o l Eq ui p e n t

2n Lt Ge or ge J . ' i l s on , J r . . . . . . . . s t I n t e l l i g e n c e
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