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FRONTISPIECE

1., Negative

2« Losses im action=~- Killed, 1st Lt. Horace F. Bozarth,
0-711931. ILg¢. Bozarth, flyinga test operational mfssiom
was killed when lis plane collided In mid adr with & |
plane from the 4Sth Fighter Squadrom, 15th Fighter Group,
The: accident happened at 1535, 22 May 1945, 950, 15 miles
from Hot Rocks.

3. Negative
4. Negative

Se Strength, personnele-- 1 May 1945~ 64 Opficers
253 Enlisted Mem

31 May 1945=69 Officars
254 Enlisted Men

6. Om 1 May 1945-- 27 P-51 D
31 May 1945e«30 P 51 D
7+ Destroyed during the month=- 1 P5l-D-- lost in mid-
air, operational mission-=-22 Mgy 1945,
1 P5)=D~~ destroyed im
erash on take=off-- Long Range Mjssion
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JSarrative

May, 1945 found the 457th Fighter Squadron, SE, swinging
into combat flying for the first (with the exceptiom of the
April Combat Air Pgtrol flowm by the flight detachment over
T¢ndan: and Safpeny, With the otlier sguadroms of the 506th
Fgghter Gproup,, ﬂ:; the squadron. used Neopth Fyeld, Iwo Jima.

Flying Activitles

The first and chief objeetives of the month were to
aid im the alr defense of Iwo Jima, in flying combat air
pstrol and to partieipate in escort missions, strafing and/or
bombing attacks as assigned by Command amd Group. Twanty-
seven P=Sl D aireraft were flown to Igo MBy the flight
detachment on 5 Mgy 1945. Op 7 Mgy, the sguadron was assigned
its combat air patrol and alert schedule. Pgriodically, the
schiedule was readjusted to conform to mission uas%ﬂs to
the various fighter squadrons on the island, THe squadron flew
99 CAP gorties during the month, with one sortie adortive. At
other times, ships were on the alert in accord with stated
requirements.

The first combat mission of the month, 05-01 was a
strike on 19 Mgy against Chdielii Jima in the Bonins., The
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missiom was & strafing and dive bombing attack on Susaki
Agrfield, Major I.C._ Watters, the squadron commanding officer
led the missiocn, which involwed only planes of our squadwom,
Iwelve P 51 D's, esch with 2x500 Ibe GP pombs, tock off at 1300,
arriving over the target at 1405. The planes released bombs

at 4000*, strafing at the same time, Twelve hits were observed,
six om the runway, s:ﬁxin.thomua. No enemy air-
eraft were observed. None of ocur planes were damaged or lost,
Meager, medium inaecurate flak was encountared. ALl afrerafs
landed at base at 1500,

Misstom 05-02, om 24 Mgy 1945, was & similar strike
against Susaki Arefield, Chichi Jime, Capt. D ,G. Anthogy,
Squadron operations officer, led tem P-51 D's over the target
" at JO20 to 1030, Clouds covered the target but sll bombs were
dropped and hits were belicved made on the islamd., Flak was
mesger and insccurate,

Mission 05-03 was the first Empire mission flownm by the
457th Fighter Squadron. The sguadron furnished twemty planes
out of & total of fifty-three a/c of the 506tk Fighter Group.
The mission was to strafe Kasimagaura a/f in the Mito ares,
Honstm, Jgpan.. One of our planes, flown by It. Pailip Alstonm,
crasiied on take off, cause undetermined. The plane was dese-
troyed, but the pilot escaped serious Injury, Four of our
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aireraft flew as submerine cover, Sixteem of our plenes
were over the target at 1355, led by Colomel B.B. Harper,
eommanding officer , S506th Fighter Group. Our two sections,
two flights in each, attacked flak installations, diving and
strafing from 8000" to 4500%, then permitting the 458th
Fighter Squadron and the 462nd Fighter Squadron to strafe the
field, Flak was meager to moderate and Inaccurate. Thirty
to forty a/c were seem grouped around the: operations building
in the center of the fileld. At least sevem large fires ware
abserved in this erem. Four to six Tojos made one pass on
our seecnd two flights, which were led by Mgjor Watters.
Hits were scored on two of the Tojos. One of our plames in=-
curred slight damage. Op the way to the Rally Point, the
first two flights strafed Ygeliimata &/F, Flak, both blaek
and white bursts, was moderate, medium and imaccurate.

Im all, three enemy aireraftwere damaged om the groundby our
squadrom. All ships returned safely to bazse at 1730, This
was the farthest north any United States fighter aircraft
has yet hit om the mainland of Jgpan.

Empire missions were scheduled for the 24 Mgy, 1945,
25 May 1945, 29 Mgy 1945 and 30 May 1945 but all were post-
poned ar cancelled by the VII Fighter Command, due to
westher or changes Iin tactieal plans.
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A total of 44 sorties were thus made on missions,
exclusive of CAP, by the 457th Pighter Squadren during May,
1945, No a/e were lost, one slightly dm. All three
missions were suecessful, Ememy installatfons were hit and
at least threes enemy planes damaged on the ground.

Command ang Personnel

Mg jor Mgleclm C, Watters continued in command of the
squadron and thewe ware no changes im the staff during the momth,
8ix pilots were added to the squadron on 26 May 1945. They

ware:
2nd It Relph S, Gerdner 016096
2nd Ly. Johm H. Lane 02067011
Z2nd It William S. Goodhand Jp

0687367

Z2nd It Harlan E, Mitchell 02067026
2nd It Charles A, Nix 02067029
2nd 1t Joseph P, Winm 020631228

Dyring the month a very satisfadtory amount of up to
date information reached the seection through Group Imtelligsnce.
This ineluded ecurrent intelligsnee publications, aerisl photo-
graphs, maps, target charts and folders, and other data on the
enemy to faecilitate successful cperatiom.

The: Intelligence Section, like many sections on: the
e o
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line had a limited space allotted, sharing a
squad tent with Operations. Files, tables and cabinets were
built; systems for filing the wealth of materdal were set up
and the normal activities of an S.2 ssetion were carried out.
A ready tent, set up en the limefor the pilots, was also used
to display maps, pictures and publications, and also for brief-
ings and interrogations. Briefings wers conducted by the
Commanding Officer and ineluded thie Operations, Intelligence,
Commnieations, Emgineering, Armsment, Ordnance and Weather
Officers. Chaplain Ppice of the 506th Fighter Group was
always present at the sguadron briefings., Om group missions,
in addition to the group briefing, the squadron always has
its own briefing just prior to takeeoff, All interrogatioms
are conducted by the Intelligenes: Officers of the sguadron.
During interrogations, the pilots: are seated by f£lights, and
each flight interrogated. Ryplic relations personnel,
attached to the group, are present to interview some: of the
pllots after each mission amd interrogation.

Operzations
Besides the regular CAP pissions, short range missions
to Chiehi Jims, and long range missions to the Empire, some

operational test missions were flown. Five new P=-51 D*'s were
delivered durimg the month; one transferred from the 458th Fighter
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8,usdzon,, 506th Pighter Group snd four from the Alr Depet,
EPO 246. Two planes were lost, leawving thirty P=-51D's on 31
May 1945.

There were two casualties durimg the month; 1t.
Klston's crash referred to previcusly, and a fatal head on.
erash inwolving lst Ly, Horece F, Bozarth 0-711931, im his
plane and another P-Sl1 8 from the 15th Fighter Group, Ina
Jims, during en operational mission. It. Bosarth was &
guiet, capable pilot, who had been: im the sguadron: since its
activation in October 1944, and was extremsly well liked by
all who knew him.

Tacties used by the sguadron on most missions were
to fly tight line astern formations: to the: target ares and
to sttack either singly or in lige ebreast formatiom.
Mpteriel

Not sll the eguipment suthorized under the T/0 and E
has been: aequired yet owing to the fact that the eguipment
of the 8lst Service Group, our source of supply, has not yet
been uncreted. Most departments hawe shortages--nons sarious,
The meteriel already received has been acguired im good con=
ditfion and on time. The 8lst Service Group engimeering
section has beem wery helpful im furnishing engimeering

parts. Nee ds for equipment beyond the T/0 and B exist.
0f special need are mor e hand tools and air corps jacks.

b=
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An P-2 trailer would be helpful.
Enginsering

"Ppoduction=line maintenance is not ussad. Planes are
being worked on all the time, so that enough will bBe ready for
a@ll missions. The number needed for alert ave always ready,

Ihe personnel of the section. is well above average ability and
of sufficient strength.

There is no parts trouble. Parts from damaged planes
and parts obtained from the 8lst Serviee Group are sufficiemt,

Salt air and dust mmthemintmpmn‘m
Excit plane: requires: constant attention.

Some: engineering eguipment was lost onm shipment
overseas. This included a hydraulic test set, The squadron
has; been Borrowing one from the: 462nd until it can. get one,
One A-7 necessitates eooperation between the: th and
enginesring mections. (The £-7 freme is used ronrehangina
props and engines) The ome allowed the: squadron is also
short at the present time, and is also borrowed,

Apmanment and Ordnance

The supply situation is: good as far ag the: Armament

=N

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

CONFIDENTIAL

and (rdnance sections are concerned. Storage facilities
for bombs. and fuses are furnished by the 8lst Sarvice Group.

The: Armament Section is trying to work out a Sealing
method to elimimate dust &etting into the gun bays. The
salt and dust make cleaning more of & problem then the seetion
has thus far encountared.

&dﬂarootwhnnmmwrwhmsmmm
wing tanks, soonel’bonbsmlmuhytlo Jacks and a
eradle mounted on bomb 1ift trucks,

Commmications

Telephone lines for the 506th Fighter Group were installeq
by the personnel of the 457th Communications Section during
the month., ILight lines were put up by communiecations men from
all the Sguadroms,

by bull dezers in their comstruction work. Lines have bsen
Tum over and freguent Tepair has been nmeeded.

The commnieations: section installed an AN/TRC-1
radio set for Inter - Group commniestions, loug
Speaker is set up j.lthl! Squadron Omum tent

=8e
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- Mn SCR 624 was set up rerm!‘mnmu.mpom;
DU homing was installed in May om all planes byths
8lst and 386th Service Groups. ‘
IFF maintenance was very effectively maintained.
The only éifficulty was that there was a shortage of parts
in Signal Supply, but by repair and adaptatiom, the maintenance
was well handled.

Not all the items suthorized om the T/0 hzve been ace
quired, though requisitions are im. A need exists for two
extra rectifiers; cne for tests in the shop and onme as a
spare for the SCR 624. Abscence of a squadron lighting kit
made the job of furnistiing lights to the sguadron diffiecult,
but by borrowing eguipment andtoocls, tlie: work was accome
plished.

: There are sufficient, well treined personmel. Some
tieletype and SCS5-3 trained men are: mot bsing used as such,
because other organizatioms on the base supply all these needs.

These men are being used as radic mechanics amd also for
maintaining the power units.

Madical Seeti

The medieal sectitm shares the operation of a group
dispensasry and lospital. They alsoc work with the Group in
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mincudm.ngalinsdisponunmdmnin&tmm
whiech are always present on the line, Shots were £ given
regularly as the time warranted for each man,

General

_mmumwmmmqwmm
tents. At present, twelve to fourteen men are in each tent,
The present hutimottheaq%m,a\mtauﬂemﬁuhﬂ
from the line is to be changed, at which time more tent space
iis to be allotted. Some flying officers were living in :
mmm.thmtﬂlhemmrmc&ﬂim.
mmwﬁeusnummmmmm. some of which had
been sereened and floacred during the momth.

A satisfactory one day laundry service was: established
with a Quartermaster laumiry unit on the bass.

& crying need ex#sts for better shower faeilities for
the enlisted personnel. At present, the men simre a shower

with the 458th Fighter Sguadron.

The food from the unit mess has been good. The men
mﬂmtnm:m&mﬁlﬁimwﬂlm
ntmmotuﬂumnm.,Mumltmm
the only dining accomodations, A mew mess hall, comsisting

ormmmmmmmmem.

At the start of the month, thepersonnel were still onC
=10=-
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Rations, but the unit mess was a welcome festure soon after,
Beer or coca cola is sold at minimum prices twice a week;
three bottles a man each time. This has a lot to do with
such an important item as good morale.

Mai) has been eoming in spasmodiecally, but an improve=
ment was noted later in the month. Now, mall c¢csll is averaging
about four times a week. Iy was noted that a long period of
* no mail" has a decided effect on the: men.

-

A need exists for a latrine on the: line.

Transportation to and from the line has only been: fair,
at best. It was early »realized that there are not as many
vatiicles as could be used, but the system used does not seem
to work out in practice as well as it does om paper. All
veliicles are handled by Group, although each squadron dispatched
and serviced their omn wehieles the first week of the month.
Despite a schedule for trucks to go back and forth from the
area: to the line, mem oftem can mot fimd the veliicle where it
is supposed to be at that time, Seme improvement was noted
during the: latter part of the month.

Two enemy air preids oecurred during the month, on the
23pd and the 3lst; both at night. Np casualties were suffere
ed by the men of the squadren, but"fox-hcle* time became

«11-
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a personal experience. Fox~ Holes were dug and sandbagged
throughout the sguadrom aree.

Lt. Taylor C. Green assumed the additional duties
of Squadrom Personal Equipment in the absence of Lte CeEe
Willisms J» who was given an emergency leave, 15 days plus
travel time, to the United States (1)

The: flight detachment arrived from Tinian 11 May 1945,
and 1st Lg. Daniel P, Murphy reassuned his duties as Squadrom
Enginsering Officer,

Fifty-five enlisted men were promoted om 4 May
1945, bringing the reted 7/0 up to full strength. (2)

Pour flying officers went on. tiemporary duty to
Apo 234 on 20 Mgy, 1945, They were It. T.V. Carroll, Lt.
OJ. Skiver, Lt. We E. Griffo and L. George L. Earville.
They picked up mew aireraft for the: squadron, returning
23 May 1945. (3)

8ix fyying officers,-= Lts F.B. Clark, It. W.i.
Hutehinson, Iat; C.G. Veltenheimer, Lt., William T. Moore and
F/0 Richard J. Ertmam,--- Were sant 10 Ulithi om 20 May 1945,
They were used for standby om possible: CAP missions, relsiving
pilots of the 458th Fighter Squadxm,uggﬁﬂ'nlﬂs 4o base 23 May.(3)

(1) Mgrning Report, 457th Fighter Squadren, SE, 10 May 1945
f‘ Par 2, SO 34, Hy, 506th Fighter Grap, SE -
3) Morning Report, 457th Fighter Squadron,, SE, 20 May-23 May 1945
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