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COMRIDENTIAL -

Treining was in ite most imterosting rhese durlng Jemmary.
Group missiuns, long range escort missions, interceptions, brisf=
ing ané interrogation, amd mis=ion raports made availsble to all
squadrons made the program & reslistic training for sssignments to
come.
The squsedron, with the rast of the group, hzd a thirty-six
hour bivoune on 26 and 27 Jemvary 1945. The souadron merched 7
nileg to the bivoume area adjscent to trne range. Each men had a
a chance to fire to edjust new carbine sights. Full field conditioms,
including camouflage technique, were observed. The bivouac was
commended by Colonel B,B, Harper, Commanding Officer, S06th Grmp.
The bivouac had an added value in emsbling all personnel of the
squadron and group.to become better mequdinted, A eooperative,
cheerful spirit was evident 2t all times.
January saw the adéption of the squadron insignia. A letter
from Hq. Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C. (3) approved the air-
. eraft marking. A eopy of the insigni=z is included in the appendix. (4
There were a few more chenfes in personnel continued to reach
the exact T/0 strength. On 1 Jamuary 1945, strength was 272 enlistel
men and 64 officers. On 31 January 1945 there were 242 enlisted men
and 63 officers. (5) Three #lying cfficers were ad’2d during the
month; £nd It. Robert H. Strain, (6), 2nd It. Robert H. Griffith, (7)
and 2nd 14, Thomas D. Mess=ll {8). 2nd Ii. Taylor C. Green was
(3% Ltr. Hq. AAF to CO, 506th Fir Grp, LAAF, Leksland, Fla. Exhibit 1
(4) Exhibit 2
(5) Gemeral Orders Number 23, Hg. IIT Fir Cmd, 21 Oct 1944.
‘ (6) Per. 3, 50 4, Hqe. 506th Ftr Grp, SE, LAAW, Lekeland, Fla.,7 Jan 1945.

| (7) TH1d
(8) Par. 4' S50 4’ Hq- 506th Ftr G—T’p, SE| LAF’ Iﬂkﬁ-'ﬂnd] Fla. T Jan 1945,
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CONRBENTIAL i

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARKY ATR FORCES
VASHTNGTON, DaCe

AAF 421 (457th Fighter Sqdn.) 20 January 1945

SURBJECT: Aircraft Marking for the 457th Fighter Squadron.

TO 1 Commanding Officer, 506th Fighter Group, lakelaund Amy Alr
Hﬂld; nk‘lwd’ .Floﬂdﬂ.

By euwthority delegated to the Gommanding General, Army Alr
Forces, by AG letter 400.161 (12-7=42) OB=S~A, datsd 19 December
1042, the following insignia for the marking of aircraft of the
457th Fighter Squadron, Army Air Forees, is approveds

ATRCRAFT MARKTNG: On a white dise, flecked with
rregular red patches, a earicatured,

black and green mosquito, wearing yellow
aviator's helmet,zgloves, and white radio
hesd set and goggles, im flight towards
dexter base, holding a very large gray
gerial machine gun beneath ths body,
with higd legs, and striking a blow
with a red and white hatchet, with browm
handle held aloft in right foreleg, while
firing a black zutomatic revolver down-
ward with the lefi foreleg, all emli-
ting gray epeed lines to rear, ss per
record drawing.

The insignia will face toward the front
of the aireraft.

HISTORY: The 457th Fighter Squadron, Single Engine,
was constituted and authorized to be acti=
vated et Lakeland Army Air Fleld,lake=
land,Florida, per AG 322 (9-29944) OB~
T-ARRPG-M,dated 14 October 1944,activated
21 Ootober,1944.

By command of General ARNOLD:s

TRUE COFY: :
fest - Y Bian2y K
/Y James N.McDonough C.R.FREDERICK,
(/ 2nd Lt.,air Corps LIEUT.COLONEL,Al® Corps,
Actg.Chief,Forsonnel Services Div
1 inel. office,iset Chief of Alr
Drawing. gtaff ,Persomnel
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