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C O PI F I D E N T I A L

l 1 3t h Fi ght er Squadr on
1 t h Fi ght er Gr o up , VI I Fi g ht e r Co na d

20 h Ai r Fo ce , A ny A For ce s
Pac i f i c e an Ar e as , PO 86

1. Arrived APO 86 7 J 19 5•

2. Losses i action:

Kili ed: 2nd . Lt. a old E. Pe n, 0-810075 at A O Sb resulti g
om ba l out a proxi atel 225 les Northeast o ase. E ne

fa led due to da age sustained attacki g Akenogahara, Jap n,
1 Augus t . eat h oc c r ed 19 Aug u t .

!issing: nd. Lt. Scott B. Coley, 08221 7, last seen n the
v i c i ni t y o f Ki t a . c a e s e parat e d f ro m quadr a n d weat he r
1 Augus t 1 .

3. r edals a arded to 27 Pilots, Au ust, See Append x, Item 5.

1 . Ne ga t i v

. Strength 1 August: 61 officers, 2 2 enlisted n.
1 August: 71 officers, 2 3 enlisted men.

6
. P- 7-N a cra t, 1 Aug st: 12

31 August: 2b

7. C at l sses: 3 P- ?-N ai craft.

- i -
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C O N F I D E N T I L
- - - - - - - - - -

IN RO CTION: T u o lae
.

at s a onth of g eat e n d of gr at cha ge

f om out i de t he 3quadr . t he f s t d , of A st t h quad

le r ìts firat full-sc e eo ba m ssio , to b follo d by

r . en ca he ma ntou no ce nta the ato ic bo b,A ,
Rus s ts e nt ry i rr o t e ar , a d t he Jap r q at f o p e , l l t i

` a r i od af f i e da s . The n as ust h l f a r en p ace

beca 1 but o i ci al .

In i f te n days he q a r n h d r ach d i t s s t pi t h
.

of co bat act t n e].ax d nt o t he s o pea . I t

as a buay t .m i not a co f s g one . The pu e of t q adron

u g hi g , t e n set t l ed ba k t o o a as t e t b r on Ye t ',

r sto ped nor heai a e. Tho e o re busy putt th

c b t t ea er t h Jap se i e on A gus t l s t , ere b y

a t ai g qu p ent a d yi t i e on Au st l et . T v e ho

nder d en t roul d o up t o at t ack t he p e , nder.ed

t hey o l d b t occup .t i o al F cea, t e be g e aa

at t he t e ou d g o . There as l es a rk t o do, but
.

e eryo e h d a i g t d , a d h d d it.

he q adr on e mi sai on ch ged .t h eve t . For t e st hal

of t ont h t e i s si on .rr s of a f ul l eombat n t r : at t acki ng

e e i i n a a a t o u t ho i s l . ds af Ja pan o pr e e nt1

t he . u by t he e . A no e e a cr f t r e ou d o er s

- 1 -
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C O F I D F h T I A L

permitted attack on targets o o Ortunit ne r the ai fields.

D r ng the last half of the ont another tr nsition period got

der ay: a sition from co bat to peacet e readin ss. e

tran ition as to be a gradua one, dependent alr st enti ely

for its motivation on ev nts outside of the Squadron.

C ba t 'i s s i on

. On 1 Augus t 191 t he Squadr on fl e w i t s f s t i s s i on over'
t he home i s l a r s of t he Ja a s e p e . Be caus e of we at her s i x

a cr af t were or ced t o a bor t , but e i ght s hi p s oat i nued t hr o u h

t o at t ac k Oka aki Ai r dr o , ea s t of 17ago a . a or !u do k ,

Capta ns De don, c n osh, a hittle; Lieuten ts F edericksen

Keho , Pl ev k , d l l , s t r af ed t he t ar ge t ar ea , s e t t i n

fire to barracks a d damagi g a uo er line. Li uten t oley was

l os t . No ene a r cr af t s i ght e d .
l '

V R 2. Tak at u ai rf i el d on $h coku Is l d was at tached 8 pu s t b
2 a rcraft of is Squadron. arracks a d buil s in thed ng
a get rea were da ged by rocket a d achine u f e,

On the

r e t rn t ar ge t s were nu er ous t h da ge t o t e f ol l owi : a f act ac

electric locomotive, two p trol ves els, a ei hter, a d t o ishi

boat , a or 'i all s pla was hit by f k he forced

1 . See i s s i on re por t s , Ap p d x , I e 1 .

- 2 -
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C 0 N F I D E N T T A L
- - - - - - - - - - - -

t o b i l out ; he a s pi cke d up v er y s hor t l y by a s ub a i ne . Lt .

' Collyer s plane ran out o gas; he too ba ed out a d was t ken aboa d

a de s t r o e r . Thi s a s t he o s t f r ui t f ul s i on l o n .
2 •

3• On ugust ..t the Squa ron set out o attack enogahara a -

field south of Nagoya. ecause of poor visib :.
ity o ly one flig

reac ed the ta get a ea. This flight flew top cover, ov r the

Ai r f i e l d, f e 56t h Squa r on , t hen at t ac :ed and da aged 6

small boats in a cove east of the field. Lt. Regan's aircraft as

,. .
hit, an he bailed out on the way ho ; he as pic a d up, ae rely

injure d, b a dest o er. •

VLR 1. T e last ssion of the month, flo on 30 ugust, t rned out

to be a LR sight-seeing tour of the Tok o rea. this sho o Power

miasion 21 ai craft p ticipated. Among notable sights re

the ai operations a ound Atsugi Airdro e, a well burned out Tokyo

(seen from lo altit de), the land ng operations n a Yokoha a, and

the fleet anchored in Saga i ay. 'any of the pilots as they f1e

over the area, hea d the g ou d controller's pla -by-pla,y description

of the landing operations.
'

2. See 4ission reports, App nd , Item 2.
3. See ?,ission reports, A p nd x , I 3.

. See Mi s s i on r e por t s , Appe ndi x , I t em .

- 3 -
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C C N F I D E N T I A L

Lt . l i nt s a rcraf t dev opsd n oi l l eak, a d spsnt t he ni ght

on At s ugi ai dro hi e i.t i g t o r e t u t o I o .

On none of h ese i s s i ons ere a e nem ai r craf t e ncou t ered,

eith in the ai or on the g ound. The only opposition w s f ak: h ch,

ile always meager and l ght, as in several cases quit accu ate,

These missions were successful., for the helped keep enem si fields,

i the areae attack d, clear of a l en y planes, and thus restricted

their e. In addition to ul illi g its pri ar i.ssion the S adron

damaged some enen shipp ng and ound i stallation .

Cot t A Pa l i s s i ons r e l o b gi i g Au s t 2nd .

Co a t pat ol was mai t ed from 0530 until 1930, on d y desig ated

by higher headqu r ers. Each p trol ew one a d one-ha hou s

wi h f our or e i ght i r cr a t pa i c i pat n , ar d e i t more s and ng

b . This Sq on encou tered no ne y i craft while in G .

On the L e

C at acti ty brou ht no partic l r fficulty n L ne

ac t i v i t i e s . Ai cra f t a n nan a s no ore d f i l t t he r

t he pl s were f l own i n c bat or were s i t t on t he o und. Each

Sect and each an kn w the ork to b done and eccorpl ahed it.

After the Sq ad on moved to its per a nt l ne area, on the l th

sp ctions sho ed all Sections to be in good operatin conditio .

- 4 -
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Dur i ng t he mont h t he Squadron expe nde d on c o b at s s i ons ,

19 20 r ounds of cal i bre . 50 a uni t i on and 20 r ocl e t s . add i t i on

t o t hi s t hr ee pr a ct i c e borc i n r i s s ons r e s ul t ed i n t he expe nd t ure

of t hre e 50 pvund pr act i c e bombs a nd 1 J r ocke t s .

ew a craft ere a ded to the S adron in early A st. Ni e

. p ane s we re a s s i gned d i ng t he f i r s t ve e '. , and e i ght m r e on t he 1 t h .

This raised the tota of aircraft fro 12 to 26 - three were lost.

Only r at diffi ulty on the l ne s caused by a tech order

cha n e ( T 02- l OGC- 1 'o, 12 J y 1 +5 } , I n or der t o corr l y w t h t hi a

cha e superch ger and air intake systems were partially removed, a d

new tools had to be ade o handla the jab. T me for the job avera ed

about t o day s f or e a c a i r cr af t .

The Ordnance Sect on came through vith an provis tion to

eli nate the difficult in st ting t eir 110 volt gen rator. A

s t op s i t c h, us ng a s t .n
da r d t y pe t o l e s t ch i n pl ac e of th e

mone nt ry cont ac t t p e or i g . a l y us ed , e 1 mi nat e d t he t r oubl e .

A arcs a d Decorations

ugu s t 29t h br o ug t t he r s t wa ds f or t hi s Squadr n : A r

edals. T nty-eight p ots received the ,ward for m s ions flo

to the pire.'' The Citation read, in n t, as ollo s:

5• S e pp ndix, Ite 5.

- 5 -
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The i ss i on i nvol ved fl i gh t of mor e t h n 1500 l e s
over water w ere eather conditions re nor ally ex-
t r emel y poor , nd her e no i nt er m d a t e ba s e s e t ed .
Despite the hazard of very long over Nater flig t n a
si le eng rcra t, t ever p esent dan er of heavy

tiai cra t g n i e a d auto atic eapons f re, the
m ssion as success lly completed and c t bu ed e
ally towa d the elim nation o£ t e Japanese r chin .

en at sea

u ing combat operatio for t e onth of A at three pilota

were f o ce d t o bai out and make msel ves avai ab e t o t he v i au
''

air sea rescue facili ies. The stories, in brie , of t o of hem

f ol l o r, al ong t t at o t he o e of t hi s quadr on ho bec ame

occupatio for a day.

ajor i n ll found p achute s lk ery attractive a t r his

plane was hit by flak on August Sth. He b iled out over the ly

Point a picked p by a submari e hin ha f n hour. L fe

aboa d the ub as qui nterest n , accord ng o the ajor, o

u d r at ud ed aub co der f or a o t t wo eks rh ].e t he aub

finiehed its p trol. The pa rol ras ai ed t e taak of blocgn k d

t hs ent rance t o Ch nn l , _ ,. Tha l ajor pi cked up a g k owl d

of subm uc e op rat on before returni g, v G , to t e 3qu d on on

August 2nd.

Lt. Co yer ba led out on the Aug st th ission lso, e

h ahip r n out of gas bout 2 0 iles ro ho . He waa n the ater

onl about ten m ut a en he a pic d up by a dest oyer, the

- 6 -
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U.S, S orrne s . Lt . Col l er sp nt f o da abo rd, ae i v n t e

eed of e ship, a ll h d a ver e o ble t .

Lt. Fl t atte pted to h l the occupation orces en

la ded at Atsug .A
ld on Aa t t s p e de loped

o l l e k . He .a ded at 1 5, abo t t t i m ral cA t

as exp ct ed, and nce l a d on a au i ary met al et p h ch he

• cl ai as r oughsr t an a ot h st i p on rh ch d ] a ded.

orer he d e cesi t h t h i d of a B 25 cban c and r a a

rs p i t at a t ernoo . as r ef sed f od and at e b a A a

Ma or , but a cre r ch e sm g .ed s oat . Lt . F t aa Ge ral

acAr hu h n t he l t t er a i ved. L r on he ex ned ae a

acke d r ka, h .ch ap d t o be poor c n t r uct i on,

bu lt of c sap at ria . . A r sleepi g o er ght n the coc pit

of hi s e he . a ed t o hf t c a ri d b c t o I o onP 8

t he t a l of a .

r so n

T e e as a co derabl e i ncrease , d t he nt h, n p 1ot

at e g , n 1 A g t he Sqaadr on d a a si g d st e g o!
bl o rs a d 52 en sted m n; on 31 Aug t this h d inc eaeed

to 1 o icera a d 253 d en. n b Aug at t l p lo s

oi ned t he Sq ad on f r o t he 50 F g t er Gro , ha Ha i .
6

.
6 . See App nd , I t e 6 .

_ _
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(one of these of icers aptain Carl on trans erred to the 15th

ghter Group).

2nd. Lt. Harold E. Regan , 0- 100?5, died on 19 Au ust, as the

r sult of in uries sustained when he bailed out of his da aged

ahi p, r e t urni ng r n t he i s s i on of Au s t 1 t h . He as bur i ed

on Iwo J ith full ili y honors.

2nd. Lt. Scott . Coley, 0 22167, ras . ss
in in action as of

Au st lst. His pla e as st seen n the genera vic ity of

the R ndezvous Point (Kita) en rain clouds nd haze scattered

the Squad on.

P otion durin this mont affected a large nu ber of

of i c er s and e nl t e d m . 77 enl e d m n we pr omot ed on

orders dated Aug t lst a Aug t 15th.
7

Officer promotions ere
$

announced 22 August, as follo s:

To Capt a i n : Ja e s L. Go s s , Lew D, ;ews o , an d Lee i . Spi t l er .

To lst. Lieutenant: Horace C. arnes, 'lill a . Foster,
` ank yn E. Kehoe , Ri ch rd G. c t yr e , John F. u ort hy Jr . ,
G orge A. Plevniak, Wi fred G. R ssell, Robert J. Shippee,
Dan e A. Votolato, La rence àidhofer, Robert C. Jeitz,
Ja es I . 'Je a n, John L. '.' orden , and i l l i a D. Yana e l l a .

Activities and C rent E ts

The home front saw improvements in living and r creation

aci ities. Officers and men prov d their livin areas during

7. See Append , It 7
8 . P . 1 d 2 , S . 0 3g , Hq 20 t h Ai r F ce , A. z34 , c/ o P . {.

San F anc co , Cal i f . , 2 2 Augus t 191 5 •

- 8 -
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off duty hours o increase the semb a ce to lux ry. The 3quad on

e s s a s t r s e r r ed t c a q uons e t hut and began s e . g i t a

new qua er s o A g s t 5 t h . O e se c t i on of t he bui l di g a s s t

aside f ar the ay Room, th its faci ities f playi g records, letter

iting, and pin pong. Included in the Day Roo is a iature ?X h
.
dh

disp nses se-of-charge cigarettes, candy, and other items eceived

f r om t e Red Cr o s . The e nl i s t ed l i v i n ar ea w s a l s o bl e s s ed wi t h

t he t l l a t i on of a nev: a t r i n e a d r e s hower s .

The of f i ce r s wer e di s a po i t d t h t h e f ood s er v ed i n t he

Group Officers' ess, ich opened early in the m th. On the

ot her ha op n ng £ t he q adr o n Of f i ce r s t C ub on t he 2 t h br ou ;i t

gr eat satisfaction. The construction of the Club, quonsat hut and interior

f r s h n gs , as a c compl i s hed by a nu ber of t he o f i ce r s t he i r S p r

t . Tot abl e e r e t he bar c omp l e t e vr t h br a s s r , b oot h s , r adi o ,

g mbl i n g t a bl e s , a d tdance f l oor n . To a i d v i i t .ng dan cer s a p d er

room was added clo e by.

re 'nded me bersr r a i d a l e r t s on t h e fo t h a t ent h of t he mont h m

of t h e Sq ua d on t ha t t he e ne y s t i l h d f l y a bl e s cr f t . Pi r e

excite ent ca e from the alert for e my attack. This asted for three

day s , f r om t he s i xt h t o t he ni nt h . 've one we nt t o or k cl eani ng

e apon s ( SOme o t h e f or t he f i r s t t i e )
, ehar n i ng kn i v e s , a nd

- 9 -
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ot he r ri se p epar .rg f o ene y a r bor ne or ces . A u i t i on

as i sued, men slept ith thei w apons close at nd. But

he enem f iled to c operate.
T greatest effect on Squadron personnel c e, of c urse, om

t he a ounceme nt of p ace got i at i o s . Fr om t he e l v ®nt h t o t he t i f t e en
e er one t he q a on s t r d t o he ar t he news , i t ng f or he ro
of s end. en the announce at 1y ca e everyone took it

Ve ỳ c p . Ther e w re o great cel ebrat i o . They d c e o y as
di vi du l s re t u ed ho e , • hi e t h® quest i on e ryone ' s r

" 8 t i p n t o now? So o d go ome s oon s o l d
stay o , for ho lo they didn t o . So officsra n turned b ck
to the ob - c lebration could ait, '

Tr sition o ea e

Wa ' s e d t he q adr on beg t e t rans i t i on o c at

activity o peacet e read ess. ecause peace c e ao q c y a d
beca s e f n l s e t l e ent of t e r n dr a ed out i t a , t i s t i t i on
got u e r r , s l o rl y , t s on di s ch e cr edi t s er e r l d out
f i s t . T n o n 7 Au, us t i t s an ou e d h a t p ac et i s d de

oul d g o t o e f f e c t s h t l , t ha t p a ce t p ct i ons and ar ade s
ould begi . Hy the end of the onth these pl s rere ready to go

i to effect.

T i s , t h®n, as t he qu d o 's i s t or - f t he nan of Aug st ,
t he h ghes t pi t of c bat t o t e r el at i vel y q et begi i ngs o

• - 1 -
.

.
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tr sition to p ace. The combat mission was accomplis ed; the

tra sition was ba ely under ay. hat la ead rras all the real

t r s i t i o or k and muc h unce r t a nt as t o t he t e . 'ha t

ould hap n as to be deter ined b • so rces outside the s uadre - ,a -

whi l e i t a s a t t e r of hope .
l wa i t i ng t

C FS C. KUHN 'N,
2nd. Lt., i Corps,

i s t or i c Of f i cer .

- 11 -
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I t I . R 1 : [ e on Rap r ..

I t 2 . LR : ] i o o t a .

'' .
I m 3 . R 3 : s i on p e..

I e LR : ei on R or .

I 5. A ed A ar ds .

I t m 6 . r s ne s s d l 31 A g t .
I t m ? . P on d : l t d .
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R si n R p da d 1 Aug t 194 5•
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1 A st 19 5

Ya or L I S C. t R OC B onze OLC t o Ai Me d l )
Capt ai RUS LI. . E OA ( ro e OLC t o e }
Captain F CI . JOH 0N
Capt ai n LA R I CE F. cI TO ( o e OLC t o Ai ed )
C pt a E J . 1HITTI JR.l s t . Lt . RO RT A. F i CK E[
l s t . Lt . FRAN . N E. F OE
l s t . Lt , ORGE A. PL NI
l s t . Lt , JA S I . N

g
,

t

a or PAUL R. IGNALL
Capt ai RO T D LY
Capt ai L D. I
lst. Lt. RAY O . ALLI ON
l t . Lt . RO ERT J . S'lIP ' E
l t . Lt . G O GE . STA AUGH
l at . Lt . DA1TE A. VOTOLA O
lst. Lt. JOHN L. OR N
d. Lt. F F. COLL II •2 d. Lt . D N ' R. I I

at 19 5

Captai JA ES L. G S
p a R G . OR ITZ (Br o e OLC A Me l )

lst. Lt. UA AN L. DR (B on e OLC to A Med l
l t. Lt. FRED G. N TT
l t . Lt . C. S . RI C OND
l s t . Lt . JA S R. THO11AS
l s t . Lt . RO T C. IT

,nd. Lt . S L I . ALD S N
d. Lt. HAROLD . GAN
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