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TH F S U RON H

The clan gathered fro f and wid , at 9ey u Joh on °F ld over

t he reekend of Oct ober 28, 19 . The pu pose of t i s at her was t o

, orga izs a n w P-4? f hter g oup, the 1 th consist r o th e qu o :

3 3 7 , 4 56 . The s e or gani zat i ons had b s n o 'f i c i a l y act i vat ®d on

tober 15th, but no was the t e of or anization, the fi st step n

prep ration of a co bat t . T s is the history a particul combat tea

1 h Fightar Squ dron (38) by na e, as it radu ll gre om a eollec-

tion of ind id ls and took its pla e n the l e of po er rrayed

against Japan.

" e ca ro a eat a d fferent plac s in the United Sta s

nd br ough t x i t h us equa y mul t i a i oua ba ck r ounds of c i v i l i an a nd

per i ®nce . o t of us rs r e s cued r o t he Thi rd i r o e :

from such plac s as T , H ris Nsck, Hil sboro, La Charl®s, oat

of u h d bee n i t he A qui t e a l e , and w r e ad t o e t away f r o

g 'I l d i nt o a c o bat uni t . e r r e gl ad t at t hi s t ai ni bus i -

nes as over - a e stepped quit i oc n y i to sev®n ore months

of it.

n Nov ber lst, G oup assigned us to e 13th a d the ll3th assi d

us to sections, a d th it all started. There re three t p a of trai in :

Flyi ai i , ich concerned o l the pilots irectly, but kapt th

ound cr S mpi g to ntai the plan s; Gro d T a ning, a general

y Tra ing on har to be a soldie and atill u ive; a d ctio l

i n our di vi dual ]_i n of ror k. D i n t he t h e e r el at

Se our John on the aectio al trai i was most ortant, for re

bu y fittin ou selv to o w oba and f ndin out rhat e had to

. - 1 -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

do to maint in these new (to us) P- 7 aircraft. "e did see a f w ou d

t r i ni n f i m t h:.t we ha d s l e pt t hr o gh n ny t i me s be f or e , but t hos e

discoun ed ith another y n.

The i nor t ant pre h m; i e s wer e c o: .p
l e t ed t Se mo ur Johns on : or gani -

ti n of the sections, and f iliarization wi h new jobs. Ou team was

begin:in to tak shape; we were r ady to o to work. Tien so eone very

uch t o o j oy s eve ne d u - wi t h a t r ns f er t o Se l f r i d e Fi e l d , Ai ch .

The usu l dv nce p .rt
ies preceeded us, and by the 2 th of ovember

! 3 0 of us ( 55 o 'f i cer s nd 24 5 i s t e d men) haa de t he nove , and w •e

abo ut t o di s c e r De t r oi t . Ot her pe opl e be f or e had di s c ov are d

De t r oi t , of c our s e , but i o one ev r ot i t e s iuch out of i t as we di d .

I t be came a v er y .t e r e s t n nd e nt i c i n :,
backgr und f or t he r j or par t

of our t r i i n . ou h s ai d i

he d of us : ay s bi and i
.por t nt

, ob . 'e had t o pr s c t i ce t he

t e wor k ne c e s s a y t o i nt i n a f i ht i n s quadr on ; r ad t o pr epare

ourselves, both in the a and on the round, for overseasco bat; a d we

had t o c o npl y wi t h 01s t Fi ht r i ng a nd PO r e ui r em nt s i n t h t t r a n i n .

' e be t once wi t h 1
. a s pe c s uf t he t r ai ni ng pr o . Fl y i n Tr -

be n ; ovembe r 28t h, j us t f our da s t't r our a i r pl ane s had ar r i ve d ,

and consisted of instructior and practice in such things as: u nery,

bo bin , rocket f rin , n vi ati n, nd individual comb t. Ground Trai -

i n c ons i s e d k l L y of l ac t ur e s a d • t r ai ni n f i n s uch s ub
. ec t s as :

c oufl e, medic t a nin , a raad , orientati n, t e i •vitable

reco tion, and a mu titude of other sins. These ere int rest g or du l,

depend ng on the nig.ht before , d were always a sure bet for ood

- 2 -
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rel xation. Sectional Trainin as cont nuous i each s ction.

The ork at Selfridge e not ithout i difficulties. er one I

re b rs the very cold eather ich.froze s and f ngsrs of n wor

on the l n . o li erally a iw ered our wa throug so e da and wondered

i p rhaps ren t bsi g tra d Por co bat 3iberia. T e ath r aa

bad for flying too, a del d the train,n p ogra considorably. G ttin

upp l s s wa s no t her pr obl em. 90 of us a age d s c e gni f i cen t p o

isations ith ubstitute equip ent, and others an ged so e even re ;
.

- i ns p i i n g u er c ov er wor k t ha t ne t t e d s c co s ppl i e s . Fi a ] .y , ha d a I

little trouble with ase deta 8, aince the Fi ld ust coula t ese to

et alo thout o r talen ed n fir' r aces and do K.p.g

(Th n, too, there w s that d st actin back ound, conspicuou for its l c

of ent i on i of f i ci al r e por t a ) .

In spite of these various difficulties re d d accompli h a eat

deal . ue , s o e of s had sha r k e s hen e t hou t of t he c n .

P in pectio s, but he record sh ed th t our flyin, trai g was ab ut

85 co l®ted and g ound trai about 9 co l t d b fore e left

' e of a ch e ere l ead ell ® ared or ove sease l f r i d ge t he d dl . y p

an d had establi hed our squadron tea work. We were rathe proud of ou

acc plish nts a d of ur expa.
ded clan of 63 o ficers and 249 en isted

en. Oh y s, w had esta.b
lish d an en o able soc a .

life too: troit

wa s l l a a r of our e s e . e h d ev en t ke n t . e of f f or ur l ou h s .

So one p . ed ith the dice again, nd ust have lost, for our next

assign en wa at .u®
henth l ield, North Carolina. ot that t ® ield

wa so bad - e ust wer n t used to li g on s d dunes. e r ived

_ 3 _
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t here on ch l t h a nd f ou d ed at e l r t i e go d f y i n : aat her neede d

t o f i : i s h ou t r i ni n . i vi n c n i t i ons wer e i a cr c w .ad s t a t , but

one l ok at t he t nt ed h o r ss t f t i e l .3 t i Gr o r: us t hankf ul

f or our av r f l ow n b r ra cks , ev er t hou h w f e l t t h t t he r was no

. l onper s uppor t i n us i n t he r.anner t o whi c h e 1•.ac be co ac cus t omed .

Our s ac i l l i f e w s omevrhat hi bi t ed , bu t !.en , on c c ul dn t ex pec t

to fin Detroit " os itality" evcr here.

l y i t ra .n r e ached i t s z eni t h i n : pr l , t h a nos t da y Gr oup

ssio s flow u der simu te combat conditicns. t this ti e ou

^ uaar on as ea s i di s t -•i s he i n t he a r oy i t s t i ht , ve y- s pa ce do S

s how f or t i ons w: i ch were oea ut i f ul t o wat ch but t ougi t o f l y . '1.1 of

t he ont hs of f l y i n t r a i n e re f l y c l i : x ed t h t wo v ery l ong

ran e rissicnc, to ^lorid , hich included B-2 escort and terception

by P- 51 s . n t e ll i e nce r e or t s i ndi c at e t n:_t s uc ce s s f u y bo bed

St . e e r s bu g wi t h wi n t anks a d "s . ot do n nu er ous "enec y pl an e s .

Fl y i n e nded ay l t h .

Gr ound Tra i : ng was cn i t s ]
.. s t l e s whe n Vre r eache d Bl ue t hent h l.,

an d t t e nt rv b i v o uac of pr i l - ? , pl us zer oi n our :e apons on t he r e ,

f i ni s he d i t of f . I f ve coul ct j us t re embe r ho t he f e l l ow di d i t n t he

movies we would be heroes overs as. ;ith nothin much else to do we sta ed

paeki at n April, in prep ration for oversea ship ent.

Qur Squadron pulse received a boost with the thrae day asees that w re

aut hor i zed l a t e Apr i l n e l y .̀ a . I t was nce a ai n our I s t T me

Of , ',e ere all back at B se n t e for that historic eeting on the

s nds o ' Bl uet hent hal , ear l y on t he mor n o f . a,y
l t h . :e were r e s t r i c t d

until ou •dep ture, but a faw days off: the t me h d come. It ha y

- - •
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see ed possible 3ftel- a11 these months taat we wer oin at last, th t

t iii s was i t . I t was n t order s ver e c anc e l l ed t ha t n i t .

Furlou h ! Ìhat a n ce, full-bodied, well-sou din , beautiful word:

. nd ever yone had on . Be i nrii n 'ay 22nd we ca t t er ed t o al l

p ts of the country to beco civilian for a wh e. Days later ev rvone

received a tele r m tending furlou h t me to June 10. ain the apossi-

ble didn t hsppen, d a were c led ck early. Then the fu be an.

Tele ram , telephone c lls, and evcn adio announcements rou ht us back

for the st rt of the lon trip. Confusion reign d supre e as everyone

t t t d t o t t o t he r i ht P t of bar k t i on a t t hc r i ht t e . 3ut

we a r e i t - - s ne o us at t he l a s t nut e t o be s ur e , s uch as t he

of f i ce who a r i vad at Se at t l e t he u ht b f or e we e kad .

or this po nt on our history became a travelo ue, coverin .es of

territory an d many historic places. ' traveled n two parties: the a

body (or ound echelon), d th a echelon. T e oun echelon left

luethenth l on June 2nd, le ed out of the troop tr in just enou h to
.

m ke all tha irls on; the y a reciate us, an d arrived n S attle

five day later. !e went throu h all kinds of process n , sp nt o

f ew s ec onds t a k t he f ous over s ea s p s i ca exa , wowe d e a.t t l e

or one last rr ht in the States, a d ki od the Red Cross good-bye

n t he 1 5t h . i t h t he mel ocy of ' e nt en t l Jour ney ( a t a r vs s

f al s e ho od !) oi n t hr ough our ,r .nas e emb: r ke d on A 177 , t he . S . S .

Ki n sbur . Th t i i t t l e s hi l r ovi ded a r c t h r r ol i n f l oor pl an a d

much c onf us i n t e rm nol o y ( i t e n 1e r nd t her e ",
"l ay be l ow , e t c . )

for the next three wa ks of our exi stence. Eniwetok, t rnmost f the

ar s iial l I s l ands , s our f i r s t s t o p, on t he 27t h of June . Then c e

- 5 -
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.
aipa for several da s,

includ the fourth of J . nd f a ly

thers loo d on ths hori on a lot of t r, as usual, an d a tiny sp ck

of l nd - ou eho e . The date as uly 7, 19 . e had bsco pa t

of t he Sev nt h Wa Loan t I wo J a .

e di e barked rapidly set up, on G aen B ach, our te porary

ahelters, r ich ould e o hobo ju .e on a junk p le for o week.

With that ti e had p ep ed our p r n®nt a ea on the stern side

of I , about a .e and a a l f r om b f l a e d t . Su i bachi . Aa t

nt on e had cr ated from the p ra idal tent , the volca ic dust, nd

v ious spare p rts, a rath r u c ious stabli h ent for a combat a sa. .

Ths toilets e e not of the luah v i ty, but sho rs ware hot nd

had bunks on which to eleep. Concu rently with the establia nt of ou .

l in rea, w s®t up the L ne ar®a for co bat operations and a aitsd

the arrival of the sir schelon.

The a ech®lon, eanwh le, had left luet.a n
thal on J ne l t. Ths

pa ted in 8 ancisco an d P E d at nearby Ca p Stone an. J s 19

th®y vmb rked on a CV , the ape Esper ce hich carri d a ber of ou

1n ew P- 7- s • ®s t n t on of t he a r e ch l on • s Gu , wher e t hey l anded

on uly 5th, Th®r® tho planes ®re process d and t sted.

Co bat ope •a t i ons be an f o G a ri t h t o r ai ds on Jap- hal d r̀ k

Isl d, n the a oli es. Thes asions w re o n on u y 1 d 2 .

Rocket an s affn att cks put ® T k radio s ati n out of action

a d n®tt soms da a ® to other ound st atio . As a res lt of

t he e co . r a d on pi t , Lt . Jac obs , s l o s t hen hi s p .a s hi t
.

by flak. T o ircraft re als lost.

- 6 -
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_

i t h t he s e mi s s i ons under i t a col l ec t i v e b el t , a i e che l on

mot ore d t o I o on J y 2 . T o day s l a t er t wo s hi ps r or our quad on

f l e Jos phi n® and c er f or a a l l (' oup pr act i c e i s s i o t o C ohi

J a. It i ht be ll t exp a at th s po nt that thou h Joaephin®

i s a l ady , she i sn t ver,y
f e i e . Be n an .r- s ea re scue boat , car 3ed

on the underside of a pl e not conductive to fe n..it .

Hav i n t he s ® pr e ps at ory . s i ons be hi us , t e quad on s no

readv for full-scale combat operation . re began at once the L (very

l o r nge ) s s i on s t r . ci n a t t he heart of t fie J pa e s e pi r e . A

di ge s t of t he I t e l l i gen ce r epor t s r eads f ol vx s :

. On 1 A ug s t 19 t he Sa ua r on f l e i t s f s t s s i on ov r

t he ho i s l ands of t he Ja ane e api r e . e caus e of e at he r s i a cr a f

were forced to bort, but eig ships continued throu h to attack Oka aki

Ai r r o e , eas t o f a oga . ?
.a

j or -u doc : , Capt ai ns ea don , Mc I t oeh , d

i t t l e ; i e ut e na t s eder i c ks e n e ho s, Pl ev i ak , nd y l , s t a f d

t he t ar get ar e a , s®t t i f a t o b ar r ac ks an da ag i n a po r i e .

Lieutena t Coley was lost. No ene craft were s hted.

. Tak at u a field on h oku Islan as att ck®d 8 Au ust

by 12 ai r cr af t of t hi s Squa on . 3 r r ac s a n d bui l d s n t he t a et

ar ea wer e da aged b ro c et and a chi neg un f i e . n t he r e t ur n , t ge t s .

re n rous ith d age to the follo ing: a factorg, elect ic loco otive

t o p trol vessels, a freight r, and t o fishing boat . ajor ' g all s

plan as hit by flak a d he was orced to bail out; h was picked up

very ahortly by a sub a ine. Lt. Collye s lane r n out of as; h® too
.

bai ed out an s ta en aboard a destro er. T:is as th ost fra tful

ission flown.

_ ? _
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L ;; 3 • On u, us t . .t i t he ju, dr on s e t u t t o t .ck : k no h r a

i r f i e l d , s a ut nf ; oya . ec aus e of poor v i s i bi l i t y on l y on e f ht

r e ched t he t ar ; t e . T i s f l i ht f l w t or c ov er , ov r t he l i f i e l d ,

f or t he 1 56t u : c: on , e n a t t cked an d::r. cd s r.
1 1 b o t s i n c ove

e s t of t h f i el d . Lt . :?e .n rs a cr f t >r s ni t , d he ba d out on t he

v om ; i e w s l. i clced up , caor t a l l y ,
j r ed , by a d e s t r oyer .

I R ' . The l s t s s i an of t he mon t i , f 1o n on 30 u s t , t ur ned out

t o be s - t - c e n t our of t l e To , ro r . n ! i s rs ; o of Po r r

i s i on ? l i r c r : t .x t c i t e d . . o:a .n not bl e s i •:h t s we r e t . e . •

op r : t i or s r cund „ t s u. i •d orae u ?11 bur ned- out To k ro (s e en f r or. l o Y

a l t t uc e ; , t he l . di n oper a t i on s r e r o4:oh , . r.d t l f l e t a rlc or d

i n S =̀_= , =_' r. 'n,;r of t he i ot s : s t :e f l e r t ne ,x e , he d t he

r oun d co t r ol l e r rs l
,y- b;r- pl

, os cr i t i on of t h e a nd i n o •ar a t i o r s .

Lt . l i nt s r i r c r f t dev opec n o l c : , tnc he s r.t t h e n ht on

:.
t s u . . e c , • i l e ; i t i : t o r e t u n t o I ro . Thus h e e c : e , f i ur _.t

i v el r

s ; , t e f i r s t oc c u - t i n._1 f or ce 'r o _. I o t o . n : ::. : .

i l e l l t hi s r s o n on, ot he r eve nt s of v or l d ;:I or t 3nce wer e

t k . cl c e : t he dr•o :pi n of t he i r s t t o:. i c bomb , u s i a ' s ent r y. t o

t l•e =c i f i c w , : na t he =p r e u s t a r e a ce . I t cer t a i r .y di d ' t t a ka

t he . r l c r, ,
t o s ur r ender onc e t he f ounc: o ut t h ,t e ]

.3t h w s her .

I t r:_s b us r t e , i f n ot conf us - one . I n f i f e n • v s of n u s t t h

S ; u i on h d r e .c
hed i t s h h es t ni t e i o c c. b t c t i v i y , i t en r e l ed

i n t o h dev o f pe ;ce .

d s c ve s .t on I o . : a , a n s a t , - ci s t , c s t . " è ?w>i t ed

j us t one t l i : l i t t l s l i of pe r i e . ed b t f c r ds rr :onor bl e

Di s ch x : a rr . n : i l e we h d t i me t a t h nk over t e a s t mont h s - i t • s

. - -
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a l ong t r ai n f r a S ymo Johns on 'i e l d on c t r 2 19 1 t o I o i

i t e f . of 19 5• I n t bo e ont hs we had s t r t d s a c o l e ct i o of

i di vi a ua l s and ad u l y Lec o e = co . at t e m; e i d ch n ed f r o . a

pot e nt i al f or ce t o an act a f or ce s t r i n a t t he r e y . I t i s t r ue t hat

e r e a s mal l p t f t he f or c e arr ay ed a a s t Jap ; ye t t hey e

s ,uadrons l ke ours (:nd nci din ours) mu tiplied b hundreds of ti es

t hat poi n t e d a u t he he t of JG an .nd f or ced her t o s u r ender .

he l pi n ke ep t he Js. a i r f orc e o ut of e s ki e had hel ped ge t t he B 2 s

ovar their tar ts so their bombs cou d bri J an to h r k ees. In

o r own unspectacular nner e ha our sha e and re ponsi .
ity in e

t o over e J p nem . i had done ou i ob .

The ep lo ue to th histor aust be left to e ch irdividu .
l our

quadron, for it is as i dividuals once s ain that r ret n to ou peace-

time lives an d orlds. But these individu stori s will a have the

s a e t i t l e - f or t he be s t c pt er of l l w l l be cal l e d HO C0 II

C;[:' '̀ . Hl N
2d. Lt., Corps,
S ad on istori . '

- 9 -
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