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EDITOR: This issue of the SAIPAN POST DISPATCH has been prepared for the folks at
home, Today's issue contains in capsule form an historical resume of the harianas.
Certain portions of the masthead have been deleted to meet censorship requirenents;
subsequent daily issues of this paper are not to be mailed until further notice.

SAIPAN: The liarianas, of which Saipan was the capital form & chain of 14 islands
and one group of three small islands. All are of volcanic origin. They cones
stitute together with the hkarshell, Caroline and Gilbert Islands, the insular area
of the Pacific known as licronesia., The four principal islands of the karianas are
Seipan, Guam, Tinian and Hota. It is believed that the karianas were originally
peopled by the migration wave from Indonesia which settled in the rest of kicro-
nesia, namely the Caroline, liarshall and Gilbert Islands, There are many resoi-
blances between the lidcronesians and the Polymesisns. The latter settled in the
repoter parts of the Facific and differ in language and culture, In the M¢r1anas,
the Chamorros, of all the various wicronesien peoples, strongly rescmble in physique
culturc and language, the inhabitonts of the Philippines and the Dutch East Indics.

In December 1520, Mogellan with three ships sailed into the Pocific, and on karch
6, 1521 dlSCOVbrbd the islands of Guam, rote, Saipen, and Tinian. Eltano, lkagullan's
subultyrn, revisited Rota in 1524. The Spanish explorer, Loaisz, reached Guam in
1526, Admiral Legaspi landed on Saipan in 1564 .nd proclaimed sovereignity over
the liarianas. Quiros, another Spanish explorer, recched Saipen in 1596, 1In 1668
Spain dispatched soldiers and missionaries to bring the licrianas under Spanish
control. The islands were then named the Mordanas in honor of Cueen laria Ana,
widow of Philip IV of Spain, by the Jesuit missionary, Diego Luis de Saonvitores,
vho arrived in Guom from the Philippines. The Spaniards ruled until 1898 when the
Arncrican eruiser, Charleston, coumanded by Coptain Renry Glass, steamcd into the
harbor at Guam and opencd fire upon Fort Scnta Cruz. Through its copturc, Guam
was separated from the rest of the Marianas. In 1899, the Germans purchased the
liarianas from the Spanish for 4,500,000 and ruled them, Guem exceepted, until 1914.
In Qctober 1914, a Japancse naval scuadron took possession of the German karianas
Islands. The principal objective of the Spanish administration was religious
proselytismy the Germans want.d commerciecl expansion; the primery ends of Japanese
policy were political and military. Great Britain by seeret ogrouuent in karch
1917, recognized the claims of Japan to cll former Germun possessions in the Pacific
north of the equator. The gpprovel of France and hussia was obtained by Japan, At
Versailles, amcrican pressurc was appeased by the origin of the Class C mandatc
which differcd from outright cnnexation only by inposing on the mundatory power a
number of obiigations. The lMarianas attmacted little attention until 193« vhen
rusors gained currency that Jupan was fortifying Truk wna several other islands.
Jepan denicd this and when she withdrew froa the League of Mations in kerch 1935,
most American jurists opined that she should forfeit hor niandete end the islends
revert to the Leaguc. Japan, however, kept the mandated territory, defining it as
"an intcgral part of the Jopanes eupire," After 1930, when Jupan disgonbined the
submission of an annual report to the League, all pretense of international super-
vision vunished, and the islands were increasingly treated as a closcd militery
ared.

The native Chamorros at one time were skilled navigotors and canov builders; wien
interisland comuerc. was suppressed by the Sponiards, the Chaworros lost their
skiil and never regoined it. The Caroliniuns were expert navipators and when
they were wllowed to settle on Saip n during the nineteenth century, the Spanish
governuent, which had practically no noans of trinsportation at its dasposal,
stipulated that the Corolinacicn scttlers shojld weke en annuel voyage to Guam
via Tinian carrying the produce of the region.



Saipan was coionized by Captain Brown, an American, between 1810 and
1215. Brown brought along several Americaens and a few famiiies of

Hawallane intending tc set up & colony to trade with the whalers.

3 is eruffea ouh this enterprise in lol5. Whalers visited the
Mazs from 1lo<3 until 1850, but their appearance had little ef-
fect upon the economy of the larianas., In.1869, an Irishuan naued
ased Tinian and did a proiific business in cattle and pigs
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until 1€75.

The native Chamorros who nuambered between 70,000 and 100,000 in the
lbfd'pvxkoa have decreased throvgh war, famine and discase to a lit-

t. ,U0U in the entire wHarianas today. An infusion of Filipino

Aau1 bincd kelped to save the Chamorros from extermination.
1. She mized .xvub, which is now doninant, when acded to the full-

Chaunorro pepulation doss not exceed the 5,00 totai. The
the Spanish conguest virtually depopulated the
arianes., Severe epidemics of smelipox, measles,
whooping couzh, and scorlet fover, iptroduced moinly by wasiting
whelers, ran rampait through the Marianas and served to offsct the
naturel population increases.,

SATP.:N SHORTS: Tinian has buen conquered. The expected banzai
pever developed... The first motion picture show for American troops
on Tinian was held July 31st. Several thousand yards forward death
stelxed friend and foe... The superman halo attached to the Nips
during the cerly days has disappeared. The burial of over 22,000
Jopancvse soldiers on Saipan brought home to Tokyo factual evidence
of Muacricen power in-the Pacific., The fanatic fight of the Japs
to sudden cdeath makes the .ar in the Pacific.one of the bloodiest
in the ann.ls of American history. On Saipan, American cusualties
were over 15,000111 Qver 50 movie spots arc operated on Saipain;
so.ie daiiy, others periodically. The Garrison Theater has a2 poten-
ticl cepacity of 7,500 two-high sandbag seuts facing a raised screen
in frort of which is a regulation boxing arena. This arenc when
CO”‘L ted will feature boxang bouts between army, Naevy and Marinc
BES Tt will elso be usea by chaplains for reiigious scrvicos.
steging will be added wien "live" shows arrive on Scipane

“wWi.ll be dothed with theoters constructod SiEilarly...
nufe rainfell lest night failed to dislodge 3,500 Garrison
patrons, . It scems tict nothing short of an carthquake will
u1u<o;rsqc tiile crowas thuat attend tlhie outdoor novies cvery night...
Chamorron, Korcen and Jopencsc youths between the ages of & and 15
are given calisthenics daily...A Jesull mlssion“ry and € nuns es-
capcd to the civalian czmp a fow days before Saipant's fall., The
1orro bascball team at the civiiian camp hes HLrpqay trimmed an
Army and a Novy team. Baseball scouts should inciuae this spot in
thedlr ivory hunting itinerary...one word every Chamorro boy and
giri knows is "okay" and they use it h<b1tual¢y. The communication
miracie wired throughout the entire isiand is colossal cnough to
sccure a bow from 4 T & T...The Engincers have rcceived many com-—
n‘rdﬂtlons, including one from the Nevy...The Signal Corps Repaeir
Shor has done an outstanding job in the Maintenance of motion pic-
ture cquipment. They have gone out of their wey on innumercblc oc-
asions to render technicnl advice and labor in order that "the
chow might go on'.,.The record of medical units on Scipen stands out
in bold rclicf. During the changeover from foxhole operations to
permanent hospital focilities, with dmorican nurscs, they heve
written a new epoch in medical history. The dispatch with which

theoese tnits handled cacualties in the bioodiest battle in the annals
of Americen warfare reflects the extraordinary zbility and skill of
thoce responsible for its orgenivation and operation...Congratul -
tions to Connie Mock on his 5Uth anniversary in baseball...The SAIPAN
POCT DISPATCH dquC&tuS this issue to the ST, LOUIS PUST DISFAICH as
fuil peyment for usurping part of their famous name and incerporating

it ante the masthead of the first American daily cn Saipan, which has
besn published since July 1. If we can approacih in excellence the
distant shadows cast from Pulitzer's bulwark of news reporting, then
: Coghlan, Fitzpoirick. ete., can rest assurced thet the tradi-
of their percnnial sheet will not be ravaged by @ mimeographed
upstart on bloody Saipan. We salute the St Louis kuny upera, Jack
Shumacker's famous turtle soup, Phil Hitchcock, Larry Goodwin's St
Cherics St. Lounge, Luke Sewell's Browns C‘rdlngls, Ruggeri's Steck
House where the Lutb 0.0.keIntyre dincd, Perkvicw Hotel, Coronado,
_ Anhcuser-Busch, Griescdieck, Hyac Purk, Aipen Brau, Falstaff, the
Stor-Tiines and Globe Democrat...The next issue will be dedicated to
Mo Voanle M9 42 =k £ i
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