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Newsf a2ors fr om coast t o c oast h 9.v0 a cclo.i mod our 
Gr oup a s t he 11 f ar:1cus 318th. 11 Is there any subst.'..1.nce t o 
this or is it mer ely tho f i gment of some ;:_:)ublicity wri t er's 
imac:;i nation'? Not by a l oni; shot . ·:,o actuo.lly h~ve do~e 
those deeds a.scribed t ,) us and, t o l:'li"cko your job of c on- . 
vincinc tho hom0fc l k s o. li t tlo e~isicr , ~ho.sc highlie;hts 
fr om our offi cial hist )ry o.r o published. 

But e-ven more t hc,n t o he l p you t e ll a better story, 
I hope t hat t hese hi e;hlichts wi ll give you p l eas ant memor­
ies in futur e yeu..rs. Zach c.nd every one of y ou has c ontri­
uutod t owar d maki ng t ho 318t h tho f"~mous 318t h . Lot t his , 
therefore , s0rve ~s written pr oof of your succ0s s . 

C - -- J , ~~ - )lr/~~ui/4·' /_/4.1i -,~ _.,, _ . 
~i.RRY E:. McAFEE., / 
Lt. Col ., Air Corps , L 

C 01nmo.n di nr:; , 



COMM.i .. NDI NG OFFI CERS OF THE 318TH FIGHTER GROUP - -- --- ---- ---

Lt. Col. LORRY N. TINDAL 20 Oct. 1942 to 2 lvmrcJ:, 1943 

Lt. Col. CHARLES B. STEhART 3 1w.rch 1943 to 20 Aug. 1943 

Lt. Col. J...£1,IS M. SANDERS 21 Au~. 1943 to 30 July 1945 

Lt. Col. HARRY E. McAFEE 31 July 19·15 to 
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The 318th Fighter Group was 17 months old v,hen it discovered the hair 
on its chest. 

That was March 18, 1944, t he day the Commanding Officer sat down at 
his desk on Bellows Field's Nob Hill and dashed off an open bid for what 
was to follow -- 15 months of r ough e,nd tumble c ombat that saw the 318th 
set and shatter precedent after prGcedent, hike its bag of airborne enemy 
planes to 164, pioneer some of the longest and most danger ous missions 
ever undertaken by fighter planes , and trounce the Jap on the ground and 
i n the air until its Zebra·-tailed Thunderbolts fl ew unopposed over surren­
daring Tokyo. 

It was quite a l etter, if only because it came to mark the line be­
tween the 318th F'ighter Group and the Famous 318th Fight er Group. Col onel 
Sanders called it "A Glance at the Re cord." 
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The recor d to which it called attention was one of a substantial, but 
not very glamorous outfit flying C.A.P. over Pearl Harbor and training 
pil ots for more exciting work in other, more active theaters. 

Activated October 20, 1942, at ~hoeler 
Field, T.H., tho 318th survived the normal 
run of Army oddities. Never, for oxan~le, was 
it bas ed at Whee l er Field. It oper at ed from 
Hickam f or thr ee and a half months, then moved 
across the Pali to Bellows. Befor e boiling 
do~~ t o Headquarters and 19th, 73r d and 333rd 
Fighter Squadrons, it carried on affairs of 
varying i nt ensity and du.ration vvith the 318th 
fi ghter Control Squadron, the 72nd, 44th and 
531st Fighter Squadrons, and tho 647th Ordnance 
Compruiy, Aviation. It flew P-39's o.nd P-40 1 s 
of varying vintage beforo converting to P-47's 
and, at one time, had a f ew A-24 's on hand. 

Of the units which found a homo in the 318th, only the 19th was an ol~ 
timer. Organized at March Field, California, on October 1, 1921, the 
squadron had been commanded fr om April 1924 to June 1925 by a ls~ Lt. Claire 
Chennault, who e.t that time had never heard of the Flying Tigers. 

The other two squadr ons were now but lusty. The 333rd, activated 
August 23, 1942, had over aix months of service at Canton under its belt, 
11 Septemb er 1942 - 28 March 1943. The 73rd., activated October 5, 1941, 
got its new assignment orders at Mi dway, where it already had ma de history 
and wher e it proceeded to meko more. The squadron had moved its planes 
near to Mi dway on the aircraft carrier Sarat oga and on 10 June 1942 the 
Barfly P-40 1 s l oft the flat-top t o finish the trip under their own power -
tho first land-based fi ghters to take off from 
tho deck of an aircraft carrier. Order ed back 
to Oahu to j oin the 318th., the squadr on di d 
without the o.ircr c..ft carrier., ma.de the trip in 
a non-stop flight of' 1,307 statute miles, at 
that time the l ongest over-watGr, non-stop 
flight ever compl~t ed by land-based fighters. 

l ~ A -0 -.__ 
·:,~ A-~~ -
\y~,,{ ~ ""o .___~ ;c~-::-~~-- -

\.,J . j . _:,."'.::s,..- . ,r-;:;_.9 -...... -::.~~~ - --~ 
~;:::,,-__.,. ~a~ "-'-= - '" ,1' I 

~~~~ ~ . -· ' . --:..--~-
In the months that f ollowe d its acti va- --- - ---- ' 

tion, the 318th carrie d out its prirrw.r y j ob of 1 --------

pa.trolling the Oahu ar ea an d gave fina l pr e- _{_-------:::;1,,1,l'': :fi,difJ/tN!('.111:• 

battle training to at l east three times its ,, ~ ·!~ . .!..:=-

nor mal compl ement of pilot pers onnel. That /!- ',!-~ ,, ·, 
the training was sound was pr oved by subs equent --------7\ 
performance of the 318th-tra.ined 44th Fighter 
Squadr on, which left Onhu to distinguish its elf __ ____ _ ,,..~?.,e~--~-~·:- -- -- -- , 
over Bougainville with the 13th Fi ghter Command -- a p0rformance which 
brought a. warm comm0ndati on up f r om tho Southwest Pacifi c -- and the j ob 
done by the 72nd, which shot down fi ve Japs during fli ghts from Makin 
while still a member of t he 318th. 
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~ith arrival of the 318th's first P-47D's on October 9, 1943, combat 
training of the gr oup as a unit began t o take form. 11A Glance o.t the 
Recor e.," pointed out that pilot strength of the group had increased 60 
percent in u few months, that average squadron .flying hours -- without 
additi on of any planes -- had climbed 66 pe_rcent, that mechanics had 90 
percent of the planes in c ommi ssi on daily as against the ol d average of 
60 t 1J 75 percent, that accidents fr cm inexperience and negligence were 
things of the past and that accidents of any s ort were at r ock bottom. 

"All of us know, 11 it added, "that the s g_uac:.r ons of the 318th Fighter 
Group are now r eady f or acti v:e combat. :rfot t o appear unduly eo.ger or 
inquisitive •••• Wh'.J.t the Hell are we waiting f or:" 
l 

/ 
/ ' / : __ ..,. .. 

/ t,---· / / --~·---·-----·-- -·-.. ----·-- ---···· ·· . - ·--,----'~ - ·-:===·-~=--::·~-:::==::: < -r / / -/~- . ;')') /.. _/;) I/>' /') /,, .. ., /-·; 
/ /-/flt: . Z: 1tr!~:r ,<17_L_~?}_,1:,. · · · · · · -

. ~ ·-· -- - -.--~ ---~, , - ··· _,,,,, '~~-- .. -·-- -·- ··--·--·-·····-·-- ----· ···-·· · i~--~,, :> ....... t / , , 1 1 - l ,~. ---- -
/-, _,.,; _./ -· ~·! '~ \..-" ,/ : '~--··· ·-~' ..... ~~ ... - 1 ~ t 

__,, , 1 \. V~:J,>~ ~·---- ,.,-. 1 _ · 

-·::;;_.. ;_~:~~-~=~--:!..;., ~;. . /~~/--::_~~< -~, '·:\~X{\"1---, ,<·· -·- \ 1 /--· \ 1~ ,- --~,.,_ :.. _; ,,.., ' \_ ';'.. \ __ _ -;,,,,-__ ,. I -· / \ f,' ~ . ·· ._:::__ ' •~"'::;.. I~ \, 
::..._______ 11,, _ __,,..-<,' ,.:, :i.' t. - - . · ---~~--::::· ,:z-:, -. ":::. .... 

~ ,,\ - -- ,:.: / 1(\ ' 

The 318th s oon f ound out. Movement ordors came May 17, 1944., fr om 
Headquarters, U. s. Ju"my Forces, Central Pacific Area. The assault eche­
lon l eft Bellows Field on May 27., rea ched Saipan on D•Day., and went a shore 
June 20> D-Day plus 5. P-47's .f;lew in t wo days la.tE-r, the first Thunder­
bolts to be cat apulted fr om the · decks of ca ri·iers at sea. The first 
echelon, made up of raost of the gr oup's ground vers onnel, arri vod June 26, 
switched fr om transport t o LST during the blackout_ of an a ir raid, fin­
ally stumbl,ed a shor e in the r n.iny earl,y morning of June Zl. 

Under the arch of shells rustling fr om American nrtilldry t oward 
Japanese positions on the overlooking ridges, the group s et up house­
keeping aloi1.g the sniper-infested cdgos of pQck-marked Asli t o Airfield. 
For Headquarters and the 19th ther e were shell-torn f ormer Japanese 
barracks and offices . The 73rd pitched its puptemts on the bald flat 
across the strip, where it was j oined l a t er by the 333rd. Group Opera­
ti ons went into the rna:ssi vo c oncr0te Japanese blockhouse across the s er­
vice apron from the r ~ttling skeleton of a bombed out hangar . Things 
were tough all over., but the most common remark o.fter long nights of 
rifle fire and shell bursts was, 11 '.I;he 73r d caught hell again last night." 
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.:1i'i,t ",= ··1!'\', fq, :.-11 :viii1\·l",..1,,J'. i'/'I 1i ,, • ·,1111,, 
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111111/ . ,- ,, ~!\ :11 ,, . ,,· f' ,. ,,,,;,. ,. 1, .. '',,:i:11,; 
!,,, l\ ~l\\l'i, ,\ '' i , / / _ I t l \' '\\\\\' .JI;. •11' , 11,,, . •, JO 

I,, \ \\; ,' :\ . ',,,..;"'- 'I ,· ' ·: ", ,,, ' : f l, 
ii j,1,,~; 111r '/, ·11 : , , ,. ,: 

/4 A.it:I'i1 . · i':, 

t,,l,iw·~ ,.,.·~ '. · 
, :A,\\~· 1\ \1 ' \\\\\ ~ •. ·~!d't'., \ I , 

(/ii/: 1\• ~-x·· :l • ..... ~ 
ff; I '~}:'~\\\l~x·,,\, l:lp".>-..' . >~~:. , , . -· 

Tho 318th Fighter Gr oup f ought f or its 
life on Saipan -- but not i n t ho way it had 
expected. P-61 Black Vii Jows, s eeing Pa cific 
c ombat f or the fir s t tirno Y.'i th the gr oup 's 
6th Ni ght Fighter Dot a chmo;1t.., sco2· ed three of 
t hei:r. 12 Saipan victories in the first f ew 
t ense days of t he Mo. ;:-j o.ne.s campa ign, but t he 
men who flow by day ·.li d::1 't meet a single J ap 
i n the a ir f or f our months. 

Instead of f or high a ltitude aerial c om-• . I',\\"' ' I ,, . ..._, ..,; ') , 
., 

1
., ,1/.).;--\;:. .( ·· ':-c,,,, _j/:. \;::, ba t, the Thunderbolts wer e de s~era.~e ly needed 

· - ·-. .._. :;,~.--'4 ·l: ~,:;, ( >I"" f or ground support a.ncl neutra.liz a.ti on. So ' ) ~ , -. 
_,,:;,-,:: ' ~ .:,~,,,-~:a·· , __ _, . __ _ . _ ;:_: the:ir f ought o:n the deck with machine guns,, 

r ockets a.n d 500-pound bombs. Vior n by sleepless nights and continuous f ly­
ing, pi l ots b or ed in a t tr. cc - t op he i ght t o b l as t pillboxes, c aves and 
troop concentrati ons a t the f :::- ont. They worked s o close to the flv.ct uat­
ing ba ttle line t haJ,:. ernpi~y bra ss c :.irtri dges from their guns showered down 
on the heads of Arnori ca.n t r oops . ~ 

~~~"-'\~~\~~ \ ''\~~\ \ \ \j' / '/I/ /h 
Gr ound cretivmen -~- there were cla ssifica- ~ -·'·,, '\'\\ \ \\ \ \\ I . i/} ;~ 

ti on spe ci a lists dr iving gas trucks an d phot ~-, ':::1 /% 
t echnici ans loading b ombs s e:::-vicec and "-~ f . /iji 
r epaired p:i.ane s f r om ctav;n t o c1ark; then f 0ug1:rt"-Y . .~ \\ .?_i 
an i nfantry v,ar a ll night t o pr o:i:ect t hos e . ·, / ,"-.0--~ .=:-~ .::;; 
planes fr om snipers and J ap patrols. . / !',<~~\._ -:.__~ r~ .. := 

At t he si de of avi a ti on engineers and ~--------~ ,~~~\'; ~ · 

few hurriedl y assembl ed Marines, they f ought /,, ( :~ ... -,.<~ ~· 
t hrough one des p0r a.t.e n i ght against J aps who ,, , 1.... .,, ·.. , 

act1.~a lly had s ei zeJ one ··tru rd of the airfield ./ ', .~··· "->, "·;·\ ,/1 ·:-.. 
to bayonet bony t anks anJ tires of parked / · , ,. -~"-,,VI 0 ··. 
Thunder. bo lts and flip grenades i nt o the in- ., ., 1 · ... -~: /~ 
:lrur,me.b~°.~ e.~i ati on gasoline tha t gushe d out 011to the c or a l. i 1/// · ~ 

The ground crews knew li ttl e or ho.thing 
they won . Vihen t he sun c ame up and the Japs 
ha ::1 been destroyed. 

-·--·--
.::;;?,-__;__ 

·~ __ ., :,;. ·::;;.;..- · 

·-t 

about infantry warfare, but 
fell back, only one plane 



.., 
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The Japs gave gr ound on Sa i prme Thn~J.dc:rboJ.ts of the 318th bored in 
t o c l ear the way f or the fi ne.l J.t:.;,~: e , t ::cci1: o:,·ti~: t 8d ovGrheai as the 
A,m(,ri can fl '.J..g went up on Marpi Poi r-.t • . On, July 9 , the island was decl e d 
s ocure . 

A 1fav-.1 specil:.list. r eported i n with word of a new bomb pr o ject re­
cently compl eted ,i.t Eglin Field. Fr om the materia ls at hand, gr ou..'1.d 
creWillon built the necessary loading f acilities . Ordnance made some 
impr ove:11ents i n tho Jetonat or. On the afternoon of July 23rd, men 
crowded on t op of tho o l d block h ouse or perched on r od e r,rth btmkors 
t o watch the group 's P-47' s boz:1b Tinian vr.i.th wing and belly tanks whi.ch, 
f or t he first time i n the war, were filled with the n ow mixture called 
l'Japalm. 

From the same vant a ge points t hey saw Marines pour ashol' e for tho 
July 24- 31 battle of Tini o.n_. t heir assault boats guided t o the landing 
beach by l ow-flying l'hun :lorbults of the 318th. 

'\\"i th the fall of 1'ini an o.nJ. the invasion of Guam, the 318th turned 
mor e and mor e atte::::ti-::m t o noutre,liz o.tion. It racod dovm t o Rota and ur 
t ·:i Po.gan and b or o J through a:r.ti-aircraft barrages t o p l as t er runways 
with bombs until l;;h0 b;y- passcd enemy air bases no l onger were a threat. 

B- 25 ' s an d t hon B- 24 ' s jammed Isely Field an d the newly c onstructed 
strip f~rst knovm o.s Isely # 2 and then desi gnat ed Kobl er Field in memory 
of First Li euten\ln t :fri.ynG F. Kobler I a 19th Fighter Squadron pilot killed 
in the e c:rly Jo.y s of t hG Marianas campai gn . VIar fanned out from · the Mar­
ianas t ow1:1r :1 t he V0lcanos and Bonins t o the n orth and the Carolines t o 
the s out h . 

Engine0rs .changed the face of Aslit o Airfie l d ~nd or ders ·changec l ts 
n ame t c I s E? ly. During the l ast .week in July (officia lly on July 24) r;he 
318t h movod to t he mu l~y cane fiel ds beside the newly c ompl et e-ct East 
Fi e l d runway on Ko.gman Point. 

-,:.._:.-;;:! .. ~- - --



On October 21, 16 bc.ttorecl, j?atche,::f Thunderb :)lts fl0w to Minami Reck , 
a norve--wra cking, 1 ,, 400·-mi l o , over-wo.ter r ounJ trip which would have t estod 
t he porforr:ti::.Il00 of oven new F·-47D ' s. The pl an was t o spring a mouse•·trap 
on Jap fi ghte:r.s f ollowine Liber a t ors back from r, r a id on Iwo Jima. The 
bag was a Bingle iii ck, the l one, twin-en gi ne J ap fighter which had hung 
with tho b Jmb ors a s f ar a s t he r endezvous p:Jint. It was a l ong trip for 
a s ingl e ".'ict :)ry, but the i '10a caught on . 

The 318th borrowed 36 l ong-range Li ghtnings from a fighter gr oup back 
on Oahu) flew a 7½-hour b omber escort mission t o Truk on l{ovember 22nd aud 
knocke d off f our Zeke s v1hich had been heckling Nnerica.n shi pping. 

·n l .. / ... ,t .:.··- _ •_: -~-= {~- ·---......,,_ __ 
.~~ -:? ') ? "'\ '-':?:~-
'-----.::-·· .. . ,r ~--~1.;·:~----~-L. ·-~'\. ________ 7 

-?~ ;"'---,I -'-I' r----1 cf 
~.~JI , \\ ; . , \ .,r /r )I ,f"j\l. / I , \ '"\ \._ '.,: -~-..: , ~ ,. "'· . ._., '\!." : / ( ,, : , , \ 1} fl / ! , " ·\\\ ~, \ ~ ""c..,,_, ,.?' ..... • .... , ... , . ...... 

I \~..._(I./ 

> • 

~::.:.- ··: 

,,,.,. · . ' _,;' .-·~· / ' 

:·<,-t 

:,;~;~~<:::-
Saipan-based B-29's J oltin' J osie , the first of the giants, had 

been escorted t o Is e l y Fi e l d by 318th Thunderbolts i n October,--~ brought 
tr ouble ap lenty on November 27 whon Jo.p fighters hi t f or their f i rst c.lo.y ­
light strafing attack. Tho.t ..lo.y, t he 318th downed six enemy plan0s -­
two off Saipan, t.Yo over Pa gan, t wo o.t Iwo Jima. 

There was only one day better i n the life of the 318th bef or e it l ~ift 
the I-rlo.r i anus. That was J apo.nese Bmpire' Day, Febrm.ry 10, 194:5, when Saipan 
had every r eason t o expect holi day greetings from the n orth. The Gr oup's 
Li ght nings flew north t o boat the Japs t :::; t he Jraw an:l shot down f our 
enemy bombers and three fighters over Iwo . 

The s ev en-victory ::lay climaxe d o. grueling over-,•ro.t er campai gn without 
pr e cedent in any theat er of ,ro.r. The 31 8th s ent its throe- i ozen borrowed 
P-38' s on 253 pra-invusion s orties ago.i nst t he gun-studJs1 ,i eight squar e 
miles of Iwo Jimo.. On an n.vor a ge of' once o. week fr om i~o vcmbor t o r:u J­
F0bruo.r y , li ttlc clusters of Lightnings fl r:,Nr r ounJ-trip missi ons of 1,600 
and 1,700 ni l os -- f urther than fr om Lon don t o Berlin and ba ck. Half tho 
s orties in.eluded strafing ' runs c.t trec··top height over t he volcanic a sh 
pile on which t he J a,2s h c.d o.massod nec.rly 50 h ec.vy anti-aircraft guns., 
!Ilore than 150 20-milliraetl;;ir o.n l 40- milli 1110 t 0r aut omatic weapons a~1..l un­
c ounted nurubors of smalL.,r gw:1s e 
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in tho moii:th of July alo:n0 . It fi red 
1,500 r c.,ckets , 2½ million rounds of . 50 
c a l iber c~fuTi1.ll'li t ion, 9,000 20-w~llim0ter 
a utomatic c a nnon shells. 

,,,,,. -,·-- The group h el pr- d win and h~ld t he 
::,· -!...-:-- islands frc:n which .Supcr f.;rts hi t J apan. 

-- ,,,.-,:/4,---- • T;i-wn it h e lped win lw0,. f~· cm where 
~~~- ,:~~: ?.--;;;-;:;-::_~)._} f.i c;hto2"s c ould ucct,mpany the B- 29 ' s to 

_____ :·:: :-~~-=--_.;,.,- -~ --,-~.-:; Tokyo c.nd w.10. r e c.6ppJ. od bombers could 
)·· l and after a mission . And its jobs had 

\ ...- --, ,:r:::::-------0 not been easy. 
\ / --·~ 

1-1~~-~ / Jf ~ ~;;,ft-,.~·~~~..: := -.:\ 

--~:::?::-· vr~ In his r eport of October 1, the 
G:roup FEght Su::: geon r eported that the 
avera;;e :nc.:i. had lor-,t l C. 7 p ounds since 
1 00.ving OF,hu., Ca1ciu:n dofici enc;;r wns 
evi dent :.n 40 . 5 p e:i:·c e:nt of per sonnel 

whi l e 34.5 percent ha d v a rious f ungus diseases. C.: ust about everyone; h a d 
gone to the mat with dengue fevvr. 

Out on t he fli ght line, by De cerrb(jr 1 6 , 1944, the number o.f p l n.nes had 
dr op;::i ccl f r _om 111 to 80, al l wcrn by months of c ombat . Lack of r 0i;, l a cc!llcnts 
h ar:: c t1.t the 73rd' s comp l ement of eni;ineering porscru1el in half and had r e ­
ducc ,.1 . r1g:i.n0ering staffs of othor s qu '.:cdrons 35 to 40 percent. In addition 
to i tr; tired Jugs, ea.ch squadron was nursing the 24 unfamiliar engine s of 
12 F"- ~i, 1 s . 

On the good side in the final months were wood t ent floors, an occa­
sional s hipment of fre sh moat, virtual el~.mination of the , ear lier swarms 
of mosqui~o8s and f Lct blue flies, enough bee:r to teitso parched t ongues~ a 
s ports l] t'0f7am_, a day off each week and movi e s every n i ght, Fo~ruary' s 
ci:ne1na i'o.,·c,: i te was "The Princess and the Pirate." 11 Brc,zj_rrr and 11Hi Baauti­
f'-ll" vi ed for p osition as the worse of two stinkers. Speci a l Ser vices r ro­
J cngcd t'.ic w~,r indefinitely by adding to its library "Forever .Amber." 
F:.rots Q:;:-cd g:;,· ound offlcers of 
the squaJ.:, c.,'"1.G outdj_d e a ch other 
wi t b such packing- 1.:iox D.r:)h i tec• 
tura:!. triumphs as The 1ii9.f.'/ 'll 
vii110el Saloon. liead.qµo.r t 3 ., s en­
li s ted men dis cv.s s e a i,Jlo.ns for 
a new~ mor e coIIL~odious l a trine. 

There was vague talk about 
a rotation plan. Some s a id the 
318th had shot its wad and might 
go back to Oahu now for a breath• 
er. An increase in domestic re­
lations cases taken to the legal 
affairs officer wa s just one of 
tho indications tha t a great many 
mon ha d been overseas too long . 

• 



Pil ots ware cramped into their c ockpits 
f or fr om seven t o ei ght and a ha lf h ours 

i \ 

\ ,Ii~· __ ... · ,i 7 ............... ~ :-\ \ 

an d one pilot ma ..,fo it h omo with sputte:-:-ing 
engines after nine hours and fifty minut e s 
in the a ir. F lying fr om early morning un­
til J.ate aft erno on, ·· they usually were over 
their t a r get for only a blazing 40 s e conds. 
The r e st of t h~ -time they wer , over wat er. 

t /4 ' ' \ 
'. \/,iil,,.,·. I ,/~ · .c-~ _ The cn.n pai gn cost the 31 8th four p l Qnes, , I/ ,,,.- ,., rmt it cost i:;}-; c: J aps 13 in the air an d two 

' 

/-- ~ \\\ \ r.1or e on the gr c1E1d . Tho suo.den <i.ppea.r ance 
/ "11 I \ of bush-skillilr,L --i g Li ghtnings pr E: sumo.bly did 

i' /\\'.,\\.,,.~ /2, __ 1, \ \\ 

11 ~- Iii \ \_. J ap mor s.le not tho slightest goo d. ri £ · l 

'~~(( ; 1f ~ ~ \ Her e ~,nd ther e a meeting with en emy p l c.ne s 
~-· \ 1.. _rf -. - '\-., fllfrlcleddtou bl1e . .lwo Jim.a: vict or:i,e-s ~ -J .At __ t he -
'"( ¼ _ ~:':>?."\ \ e::-1d of 11 months nnd a few days when tho 

~I ,\ · ;>·---·'"'\_ \ \ 318th wound up its Marianas o1Je r a tions ~ 
'\\;\!/ \. _/ \ Saipan-based P- 47 ' s and P-38' s had de s-

~ \ . t:;:-oye d 31 J c.p s in the a ir. The n i ght-hunting 
t_. i\ . . P-~61 's had destroyed 12 raider s t o make 
lffr . ~ ~ \ t he Sd :xm tota l 43 9.nd the group over-a ll 
\t '' i\ • / .\\ -
\_\~ - ~\ tota l si nce Pe o.rl Harbor 48 . 

Ar· . -- 1 
\_iii ( \-;~ ,/ ,_ J . In e: . world accustome d to ~he d~zzli1:1g 
1)-1 ,111 · ( /F'---:,i-ictory ,t i gure s from Europe, 40 a:3n a l k~lls 
\ \-1\\:\ 1-JJ;_ \ i~1 n c e.r .1y a y0ar made a not very impressive _ '\(::Y h __ f _-_'_ _ \ ri pp l e . Some of the other facts were more 

-.~\\ :"':'( spectacul ar~ 
\ 'i ~~· \ 

L~ · During its sojourn on Saipan, for in-
~~- , /,_ stance, t~e 318th flew ±7., ~?O ,ho~rs -- an 
!~~ - l. average mileage of nec.rly iive times around 

"'4~ . tho wor l d for each of i ts wo.r-woar y i:, l anes. 
/ . It dT0p2ed 1, 1·±1 t ons of bomb s, ha lf of them 

//~f ' '~·\,,\ ~~-'•.\\ \ . 
/. t~ -\ I ''R1.( A / \\ \ 

\,\, /f:-1:;:> I '~ : I<\.,\. \ ,.1" 1 
,,er-~- ''""'--' I ~ r - I r '\ 'i / /, 

- - r ...:.t· ·c· ' --- - - ----- ~ .,-_ \~ ~JI_~ /_ '-~\) ;--;_} \------
Ir~-I /---z " 

1_1::::J_ .. 1 ~, 11 .,1/"" 11
"'-\~ 

/ ,.\)ir~:t: I _ , . 
'cf- "-'"'/ - ' 1 -r 1 / __ ___ . --- , c~:;;-~~--~~---



_, 

The move , when it came , vm.s for wa .. d, 

Through normal cho.nnels, · t hr ough such devious met hods a s put civil­
i ans in Si n g Sing and t hrough j u dicious emp loyment of wl1iskey a s a med­
ium of exchan; e , tho gr oup ass embl ed a,nd pa cked its essenti a ls. Still, 
it vms a colle ction of t i r e d men , l eaky t ents a n d bat ter ed equipment 
that s t eamed f rom 3ai prm April 6 e.nd 7 for a thr ee- w0eks cruis e aboard 
the ca r go s h i r-, S . Ho.11 Yow."l.g and trans?ort ;.:t'v/, , ," ' ,,~,,. ,.\, ~ 
Eenr~,oro . Only enough men ,-;ere l eft behind ;/!:: _!\i.h\'' -·- ./ / 
t o fly , s er vi c e o..1:1d ho.ndl ? t he po.per wor k #;tf;) ·/:.,:"';,-,,. .6£. {-if.{Jrr1:_- , . 
on n0w P- 47N ' s bo:rng f ern. ed f rom Oahu to ,,,-/t·_-',-*_;,~ J{:; /)1'\v;Al $ ,,1., , . , . ,,.,-,,; i 1-=-, /i· yf,/Miip; \\ 
r ep l a ce t no ve t er e...11. D' s , ,7,/./~:,·4 ,f' ,1C:.:~;- ,tJ M '11.1~;;::\ 

:::.:;.::r ;<;~~t.ff;tt 1·1 ;.·[ijf/PJ~} 
It was a l ong tri,? to I e Sh i ma, partly :;,;,_. / ' 1·'\\il:. Jii~·-1 ·1/./f:?flf 

b t 1 t +h ' t t · t ,, / illl-'A . . . ,,~!,'/)_ 11. fjfrJ'f e c r,us e .ne 6r oui) wen nor _, p y s a r i ng \N'l,11'!,· / ,1,:'.1 ;1, ,:," :\~

1
.,. ,..1, \: ·,,/''//7,,·Y)_ 

. . . . "I f·· i ··u· ~-l 1·;1 ...{;i,C,l!. !£:'~-- ,.,:!. I so'...lthQ For d:::~--s while ·ch_e Okinavva c o.mpai gn ! !I. : .~ j. '.· ki! , N .:-_1, .. ~- .: ___ :....-="$:- -~,-
h d d 1 1 d t h h " ·. \t : /., ,i:'L!~ -~ . . ~ ~':, 

S .a:)e up c:.n 8. con7oy !:\ S s emo 6 , • e S . 1ps ~(~:;:·:.:e"'?.f~~. ,,;,:.::- -:_ 
l ay i n the ho-!~, ,,·:,. 3..L' i':Y Ulithi 0.nchorage . ··,",:;? .;;.·~.:'f~~ -- , / , ', . ,., - . 

Tho rr.or..c. trJ:1.y YT8. E: ·:::;:·ok~'l by a l eg str etch. and a \ s hort beer a t the Fleet 
Recreat ion C::,".rt.e:: 01. l¼o g · I-1-, g , wher e no shells had chopped off the t ops 
of the pal n s and v:h,n·0 no.ti ve huts s.,_.;ill s too d. It was aboard shi p t hat 
t he r;roup leu:rnBd of th0 dee.t h of Pros i den t Roosevelt and t he l a t er death 
of Er11.ie Pyl o on t he island f or wh i ch it wa s bou.n.d. 

-,;;1:;-. , . ' --. - ... - .... : .. ,,. •": ·--· . . .. --- -
i~~t// ~~- -~~q,~ .1=·:~·~;,4~ '•, . 
I -7-;- i-11·::t ,:;:'..:_: -~~'1 .. "'-'" .. , I b, 
~ ,, --, , ] ~---\J.'11, \i ~-~. _ .. _-;.. 

II __ _I_ .. I_ ,/~ ~ ,.,'\'./-\,, / -_y·~-:;:.. -- -~ 
j ~ ! i • I I\J I, ; \ " ,. ,-J t • "'1 .__-., 

!--~=-~- I ,-~---~ ~ • ._~ / : 

i !'( ... -,~--<~ 
r1 -- 1 , ' ----. U:>1s cathe d by t he submc.rinos which attempted t o intercept it Apr i 1 

24 and 25., ·she co1:v oy r oo.ched Okinc.wo. .. 1pril 26. Men on t he Kenmor e 
dis cmba,!:rnd a-r; I o Shirrn. 1,pr :i.l 30 t o s t and i n t he mi ddl e of a roa d for 
tvm h ou1·s wh i.J.e de:.·,oEtion squads cl0ar od the heavi ly mined fi e ld wh~ 
vms to be th0i r bi vounc c.r .:.a . 
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=== -.., -, 'C A Kamik1;:.ze piiot outdid his u.YJ.dor wat or n.ssoci a t es ~~~¥i«l/fl:t . · t hat ni g~1i , by ~)lux1ging i nt o lh.unbor 5 :1.o l d of tho Young . 
£='-":-,.:=:,-:c-_z=-::-' ,~'Yi 1lfl ),·~ T'1.o "7.r los" on and r e sulting firo des tr oyed 1 2 gr oup 
;-:.afilf/J~,,,.:_~ _ '!¼%·v~hi ~i ~s b:t- i njur e d n one of tho Grou? pers onnel ab oard. 
~¥-,f'f.-i:""'"it! y~'¢,. } \~\ /,,£ 
£~;(-~_\({ . · }(/ -;,11i~o mon, of tho wo.t0r eche lon r:1sh0d pr 0?0.r ations 
E h.v 1--=:~~ y~ ./4].{~ on I e Sh1.na , t no l one;ost over-wa t er s1ngl 0- en,:;111e w~ rv~tf ~1-i] =e~l~:i ng IJr _o j ect o! t~~ war w~s movin~ t ~e gr o~p , s , new 
~ ~ _ '' i-=-:-:=::.:=..:==.:= .J:!LiLv S for ward. Tne .cir s t pL.:nes too,1.. 01 f fr o1.1 Oanu 
~ , . i/ef~/4~~-:7!.~ 1vw.~ 4 and t ~10 la.st r 00.ch0d Kob l er Field, Se.i pcm, on May 
~~~:.,;~) ...::-E-=::__..1}i~:f 10. ('I'hose VTi::;r e t ho f :;.rst P- tl7N' s to be ferried f r om 
f <="' - ··-~ - ~:~~} Oo.hu4 -~o~iev i:; r~ s ono wor e ship?e ~ pr o-viously to G~::i.:m 
~ ½_ ~~~:'-" and modi f i ed t nor o .) 1:..ccompc..m e d by ske l eton enp;:1oer -
~~ ·i ~~~~:-: ~·:;· i,ng cr ews, who r ode i n es cortin ~ bor.lber~,. Group pilots 
:=:~,r,_, '/'1/lt::~:.-::.::=:-~~-- £ k w f r om Oahu t o Johnson t o Mn.Jura t o l!;m.wetok t o 
:..__-:!::::_-:::::::---..:..1~-:::.~~..:- Sa ~pan . One p l ane v1as deh;.yod c-,t !·foj uro for nn engi ne 
change and ot h(;;r re1x,irs, but r co.chod Sai pan i n t he finn.l vi<.',.vo c.ftor 
mechanics had borr o-i-v-ocl c,nd i nsto. l led t ho whco l 2,11d br ,,ke o.ss embl i os f r om a 
Uavy TBJ.i' . In the 4 , 132-rr.i10 trip to Sa ipa.a c.nd t ho fo llowi nc 1~ 425-mile 
l o.p to Io Sh ima , onl;y- one p ilot wa s l ost o.nd t hat l oss ~ 
was t he r osul t of woo.t her. Duri n ~ t he l ayover on Sai - _ JI 

~: ru:I~~i !I ,:~~:!:!~ ~! :n!~:0
::::; f :~:;~~:!o~n!,•ir ,\ v V ti . if 

new p l ane s on 7 mi ssions t o Truk and adc.le d an .i!ill1ily t o \ .11rY 
their _li s t of kills . ~ : --- / /. -~ (---(. 

Tho first T:rnrider bo l ts panci..iked on I e Shima I s 2:~ ·--: ' ,; , __ r,/ _ __ ',(-:::;-~~~-~ :.,y1'---> 
n ewly r epaire d Pll¥!l Str i p ~'1ny 13 and the l a s t fli cht ),,-;:-z;· . 9 ,.-~---
arri v ~d kay 19 . Gr ound offic0rs and enlisted men of ~_· ~ ... / _(11/_, ~ -::..:._ __ 
t he a ir e che l on f ollowed on transports. --::;, 1/ -~'ll,.../J/ ;:__:_-

,, 1, ~-11 _,,., ---.._ --~, / .., ... _ '!:··'·~,~/ I ,. --~/ /, .. r .. ~~) -
.' ' . /J I\ i, '"'·""' t ... -, )I If Sai pan wa s a hot s p ot, Ie Shima sizz l ed. 

Ground c ombat i nvol vine::; t ho cr oup was negligi blc c ompar ed t o the ni 6hts 
of June a n d early July 191"±. But the 83 a ir a lerts which mar ked t he I1~ar i ­
ana s cam]?a.i 6n wer e; but milJ pr epar a tion fo r an avor a 6e of t hr e0 foxhol e 



----; -~ 

I ·, 
/ J I , 

/ / 

I I 

spr i nts a dc.y dur i ng tho first r.-,onth 
i n t he Ryukyus . fhe Spec i a l J1.t t a ck 
Cor p s was h r.vint~ i t s final fli ng and; 
a c c or cli ni,:; t o an ux10ffici 8.l t a lly, 
t ho 318th we:r~t t hrow)1 197 a l er ts 
duri ng t he 112 da~rs fr om : pr il 26 to 
.:..u.gus t 15. 

·/! / 
'"" -----............ . _i 

' --------, . .-. ---
During t he Gr oup ' s f i rst Sunday 

church servi t: 8S on I e Sh ima , May 6, 
gunnor s s hot dov~n o. Jup p l ane over · 

--............., __ /' -.:.::-:... _ .,.-7t ho n ear by har bo r and an o.nti - a ircraft 
- - ._ ,r- 7 - /" - / // 1 1· , t h h t t . - r --~ -_.,. /; s ,w 1 r i}:;peo. hr ouc t e en 1.11 

-.,___ / 1 1 . v /( //' - · h · b · d t d I 6::~ .. , 1_ 1 w~u c. S(:! rv:i.ces wer e e1.ne:, con uc c • 
i r;;1 ' . \ _"-.:. r::::J l ,,-- / .. 1 Pb '--........_ 

•. ~l "' .... t, /\ / .- r../ , .. "'~;; ~ /f,;'b, " The Gr onp ' s 5 , 000- s o.ndbac under -
~>:~\~ ( 1·; \ (' ·,,.,,/_)t">:7;;!;~ ~~ i~row1d CP on the fli ght lino c0,no t o 
'- \\,-~'\ ·-= /l \, / -1 '( ' 1~ 1 ~:; b0 c ons i C.e r ed a vor y r;oo d t h i n ~. 

·1 0.. . / / / j, t\ ,l..-· ',-
~. '\• ·- \ ' . ' Y._"t,,._ --t.!.- \ . _, •. - · \ '' \, .,,.;:;,_·~- _--.,-__ - - ·-·1· ·i.:,; ·- \ / / • I n his r er)Ort a t the end of Ur:.; · 

- · -.,,.- ' '-. '/ ;;-3f/i/ · tho Gr oup Fl i 6h t Sur geon e.cknowl cd;::;c 
' , , ----~-~/ \ ' , .... ....., a de ci dod incr oe.se in J' an rr l od n0r ve s 

' .... -~"·~ \ ~.. l:, 

-r .,__ \ and s a i d l oss of s l eep was rosult -,.,..,~ - r-::·-- \ 
~ '!~ r<--;, i nr; in i ndi [_;c:stio:::i c..nd fa.ti gue • 

.... _,.,., -~ 
--~ --- · 

The J ap s , on the othor hand, 
we r e abs or bing wor so t han shake s and belly a cLes . They w.::ff G be c0n:in; doad 
i n l aq:;e numbe r s as t he 318t h mn.do up for lo., t tin.e in c.eri al c ombat . In 
18 days , s t arti .llC with t he group I s f i rs t ki ll ovo1· Kyushu on Iiir:ty 24, t ho 
318t h s c or e d l<J2 of i ts 116 icyukyus - Kyus hu a ir v-i ctori os . Although Thundor ­
bo l t s oft en w0r o out nu.mb0rod c.s 1:;any as 15 t o 1, onl y thr Go P- 47 ' s of t ho 
31 8th wer e knocked down by enemy f i 0ht ers dur inf'; t he c r..unpai gn . 

Spar ke d by t wo pi l ot s who jumpe d 30 Zeke s and shot down e i 6ht in f our 
mi nute s noe.r ~ .. mami O Shi mo. , twenty 1,ilots of t h o ~r oup· s c or ed confirmed 
victori e s May 25 . Their t ot 1:.l besg of 34 enemy p l ane s in fo ur hours br oke 
up u 1£.r i:;o - sca l c Kami ka.z.0 c.t t a ck and s ot n. n-::iw kill r e cor d f or a singl e 
fi e;ht 0r Gr oup i n a s i ncl e action • 

.tUlot her t wo - man s how over Jouther n Kyus hu May 28 s quar e d off against 
28 Zek0 s , shot lown six, pr obably shot down t wo mo r e , dLmaf;od a n i nt h and 
scar ed hell out of tho r es t t o h i ghli ght a day which S Ll.W t he Gr oup scor e 
17 confirmed kills an d f our _L)r obc.b l cs . 

It went on like t hat _in the days t hat f oll owed . ~-,i t h its i n s ol ent 
h a.'1dful of P- 47 ' s t he 31 8t h was out f i u;htinc tho enslily fr om Okinawa t o Con­
tr o. l Kyushu, coo.di ne him i nt o t he a ll-out dei'cnsi vc ef fort which c ane on 
J une 10 . lihon 35 Thu...'1dor bo l t s flew· nor th that mor nini; t o pr ot ect Navy 
phot oGr a?hic Liber a t ors , t hey f ound a recepti on po.rty of 134 Zcko s , Jacks , 
Tonys , Tojos ond Geor 1~e s . F0w 'I'hu...'1derbo l t s wer e f r ee t o carry t he battl e 
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_c-- / -;--,<·( ·=-i:-~-' 1/ ~ ) _-, s.-;;. ~ -/.: --,---=-· ~ . .:..=-r:,' ...:.::, f r . , ""· . l.. r . __.,. · ," .-- '..J , y , ~. . .,,,-- - . . 
(\_-=- ·- · / . [\_; -. , .. c!..... ~ (.-, --. - ~ "'\.... ____ -...... ~,.,._ :-- .. 

~

~ .- ~....... -x--_ , --~ ,,,., ., ' "- ,/4 -· _,· .;:,-_--· . ~' / ;;.-l]j 
............. " 

to the J aps. Most he ld their def ensive screen 
t o discoura 6e any ma j or atta ck on tho ph ot o pl an es. 

Of the 35 Thunderbolt pilots, only ei ght 
actually foun d t a r sots f or their guns. But thos e 
ei ght h o.ndod t he J ~ps a l a cing which l e ft the 
wr e ci<:o.ge of 10 Zekes ; six J acks and one twi n-en gine 
bomber sprinkl e d f r om 30 t o 50 miles north of 
Kyus hu's Kc,Go sh i ma Wan. 

~ .(" <"-:: ) I " Capt a i n Judr;o E. v:o lfe bo.gged f our that day 
1 "' '.J~ ~ \ t o r un his t ot o. l t o n ine an d establish him as the 
~ .~~ )1 Gr oup 's l o o. di ng mark sman. But t ho hair r a iser of 

·. ,..,..,. -~ ~ .,,,_,_ ·- - ---- -·· all stories br ou e;ht home that noon was the one t ol d 
,. r-0~-,;..--- ·~ _ by Li eut enan t Bob ~t one . 

Flying one of ni ne Thunder bolts i n a divGrsi onar y sweep t o suck Jap de ­
f en ders away from t he phot o p l o.nes, he shot down t wo of s even Zcke s enc ount­
er ed o.nd des troyed by t he f or mati on 30 mile s nort h of Kar;o shima Vian. ~ f ew 
mi l e s nor t h t ho 3 i 8t h pil ot s s potted 50 mor o J ap fi ght er s a n d climbed fo r 
a lti tude . St ono, who s e inducti on s ys t em had boon druM.ged on t akeof f , c oul dn 't 
dovo l op full power a t h i c;h .a l ti t udo and was ma.nouvorin6 t o at tack a lone 
Ge or ge down be l ow when h e s aw 25 Zeko s streak:i.nc; down on ~i s t ail. 

St one went f r om 28,000 f' eot t o. tho d(") ck in ono l ong scr eami ng di ve . 
He pulled out at t he bush t op s and streaked a cros s country with two J ap s 
hot on hi s hoo ls, t he r est of t he pa ck strung out behind. Pa.rt of t hQ 
time , t he belly of h is Thµndc r bolt was l oss t han t hr eo f eet off t he gr ound. 
Tho· two l ea.Jing J ap s wer e wi thi n. . 300 f oet O.J?. d fir i n g as St on e n os ed up t o 
cl ear a l ow hummo ck and fl ash past t ho startled Jap f a ces a t tho r unway of 
Nitto.ca.har a l..irf'i e l d . A twin-engi ne Betty bomber, just l eaving t he gr ound, 
l oomed s quar e l y i n h is pat h . 

St.one swerved l oft t o dodge tho Betty and t t hat mom1;:nt became the 
318th Fi chter Gr oup 's fifth acc . His pr op wash c aught the two Japs clos e 
behi nd him. Thoy cr a shed t oFot her and, still t og;ether, pl owe d into j;he h ap-

u / 
l oss Betty. / 

------- -,·· .:· . ·--,_ "-..,, '"'-"'· / ' ~ ~~-- ·r, / / 
\
~ -- - - "---,, ~ / ~, \V ! ~ / /,. ,,/ 
\\ __:;-~ / ~ {0~ I "\_ / ·1// ,,/ \ - \\ //---::---- -~ \- ,;:--rt""~-- .. _,,. 

\ . '~ ~~1// ~~---< :.< n .,,, :-s:- / 

£ Y.J~\\~ ,_.,/ ~ B -~-- - :::_>/ i 

~ - \ / /,,,., - # * __ V f1 / 
\

;'\ I .~ ¥:.~~,0-,0- / , .. ,, A7'"'~ ,.,,. ~,,.., tVi..• \ .· ,_,r· ,.,....v,,,,.~,,,. . ..,..,.,,...-,..1", --- ' ~ '\ / .. ~·/ 

\ \~ \ · -::> / 
,,J' ., , 



,, 

. ... 

Business tapered off after that. The 318th \ \ 1 

bombed and strafed ,heir airfields, mauled their\~~ 
factor i es, attacKed their shippins , sealed their ' \ · 
railway tu.i.,nels and burned up their towns, but the ~ 
Ja.ps weren't having o.ny more. ~\ - ~ 1_, ..., ,. ,_c,cr,:;:,g,::r 

\'\ .,. !..-' .....:-. ,:i ·=- •"":1'-' Q , - , ._.,:-,,~.:,cfo.--c1 
1,hile its trouble-huntint_; Thunderbolts c on- ...._ _ 1f!fffH&'j,'J~1t 

tinue d to deny Japa..'lese use of tho air o.bove the _) ''ft! y oc: 
-~ 1 ' ,'; •""C' Nans e i Shotos o.nd Kyushu, the 318th ranc;ed out to !:,""' .. -" . ' :io 

fly the first ea.st-to-west fi ,,·hter strike ace.i nst ~ \ ,g .. 
0 1··~- . ... , .. 

t he China Coast on June 30 cmd to hit enemy in- "" ; ..: a,:, 

stallations off the coast of Kor ea on Fukue Shima. --~~ _/ ...:.::, 
During scattered, infraquont encounters, pilots ~--= 
added o. fev, more kills to their strin[;, but their .ff~; :-· 
victories wore deep in enemy t erritory. Only o.t ni cht would the Jnp air 
force show any of its old a ggr essive spirit. 

t( . ' 
l, I \ ) ,J 

\1 , % J,tt"' 
\ j \ !,,~Sr I' I\ . , ~ 

And a.t niG}1.t the Japs r ~n afoul of P-6l's 
.flown by the 548th :Ni ght Fi chter Squadron, whose 
Iwo Jima. vet0rans wer e attached t o the 318th. 
Black Widows, too, were heckling the Jap home ­
land at nieht, a job done before .their arriva l 
by Thunderbolts of tho 318th. 

\ :\~); , ~ v o ~I; ~''.·'· .·# ". - ' -~,, ll I ~ ' --,1. ·: :,fsrJ-j-;;,lf-l<j~~ '-i\)': The Pacific war was rushinG toward its whirl-~-' '1° j! I ii~~'{_~ !- . --~ -...__ -,~~:_.::·--,-::i wind finish. No one suspecte d that the end would 
~~1'f~-:----~1,il/i/;/E. come a.s soon a.s it did, but no one c ould fail to 
~ ~ " ,:j1hr,1i'"~ 

---.. ~ · / VC · · s ee that Japn.n soon wdluld r ock undar t he most 
f terrible o.ir offensive of all time. The 3l8th 1 s 

Thunderbolts no lons er stood out by themse lves. 

Six months before, tho 318th had baun tho only Army fi ::;ht0r 6roup 
in combat in a. Centra l and ~-est ern Pacific ar ea 
five times the size of the United States----
16,000,000 squar e mile s. A1;";.F nei Ghbors of any 
kind had beon few n;1cl far betvwon. There h ad 
been three ~:.rrn.y Liberator i roups between Hawe.ii . / ' / // / . · 
and the Phili~,pi nos fr om the Equator to the .i, U' / ,.,:.,P.L , 
Al eutians -- .the 30th on Sai pan, tho 11th on ~ l\j ,Ii, ~ 
Gu am, tho 494t h on li.nca.ur. Mitcholls of tho t\ 11\;, ;j, 
41st had boon on SD.ipun f or a timo , then had tJ ·~:-' !-'1r,--
c one back to lfakin. Su.2erforts ha.d but started\\ ,i\ ! 1'y1 ~-~ 
to f 0u l out tho o.ir ov 0r Japo.n. - , / . \\~\ I' 1/ ........ __ ____ _ 

\\ . ' 

Pacific wa.r in those days h o.d boon a. :, ~I- " ,1111~ l/~1; f1'~ --:----=--'\ 'it \\It M\\11/ I '/ / , I • 
pimpl e lJrocoss of surroundinb,.,. yourse lf with ~~)~> .. \,~i ·~;,,. , ~Ii · .. -...:::: .. _...,.__ .:.1-_~~\'¢ (,' r ' _)., ·~'\ . I . . 

Ja.ps and fi b''hti n ,r like hell t o k0 op their ~'t.t~ Y-~1,\~'\,~;\\\\~,;~wl, ~,,,~,.:;: .. ;::_ .==. =--\ ..., /1 ,<.1, <I -- _ _ \\\~l..:z-,t ~ _.,. f ·- ----~ - ----..::'""=-:~-=---..,...., _____ _ 
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b ayon ets out of your belly whil 0 you built up strene;th for anot hor jump 
into the middl o of mor e Jqs, 

But a J.7 that was chMging now , Iii th Gormany def e a t ed and Japan in 
rea ch .. . 1:,.>·J.ed eoa we.s po11.::-L1c o,-e.;·vth5 n f; i t ha,J onto the basos won and hold 
by i ~ r; h:J . .r;.j::·1,l :::if pior>E;o·:[; 0 p:· ,.:.1d ~cds of fi 6ht ors o.nd lrn.nJr ods of bombers 
j ammed the airs ~r ips of Ie S.b.i.·.na o.;10. 1)kina.wa . 

The 31 8th waG e. ~:ri f:1.e c on..,.U38d. In a yoa:- of' c ~i-c.h· ·as --·catch-ca.n 
r ough-and- '.~· 1.rnb 1.e ,¥, .c- r:c,r- ,?;, i :: ~1':1..:°! oatte r ed i t i:; wr, ;.- ·l:o ·;r: t '·Ln ;, 25 mU.e s of 
J ai:;an, Now i":; vre., r:, ) 7 -r1c; [ ,) 1)'._,.1 ' J ~ up by Statosi -J J~.' ~~ r~ctl 'I: 2 ; ,'.ci r n.:ns f r om 
E1:,ro :)e s.116 n,e fc-.l~h"~,ut :?ir ·.fr., , who woro tryinc; t o ::; c:.:.J. J.t how t ·::i dres s, 
h ow i.;o behaYe , ev0r '.. how· ·co .+: J.y 5.ts p l anes. 

Gr oup lfo'.llo }_8 wa v 0d cf::' cr,_<::: vG:ty f r om bulle+.in boc:.rds. 11 Chin whi sko:- s, 11 
it s oj.d_. r! .,.v-: .:i. }. 1Je re~no ~re .J .. it Ti1::, ;1Et."Lu.te vrov.JG. b-J r-ordo:~e cL, Off~.cerD woul d 
we[,r ~: )Je:; r .i r., s ·:. f 11i a arc: n ::: Drcrr,:, wo-,;J_ d wa (.,;_r the i.2· s +;ripcs. Ther o w0re 
s hor t , Ut)Y words said abo uT G-:~ou :_:i 1Vwmo 18 . 

Group p i l ots c.ttc,ckj ni:; a i :rfi oJ.ds on Shikoku s aw t ho flash and smoke 
p i ll::1~ o:'.:' the .1.ton:1.c bcl':l.·o wh:i. ,:fr. 1•3,reled Nae;asaki. On the. r adi o c ame wor d 
that Ru.s s i a h e.J declared wac:- on J ':'.pan. 

Gr oup nilots fl r;w nor t h a _:;a i n . Thi s time the destinati on 1Nn s Tokyo . 
The orclo:cs v·s 1:c t o t:i-~tc.~:,: J:11"".hir.:.g oxcopt J aJ~nrJ se p J£>.nes encou::iter od in 
tho ajr, T:.ero wc1.s n o int.::r1·c·.:,,,i i nn . Thun c:.or b o1to :"l uw over Tokyo at · 
13, 000 f eet, '.i:he hl~ liolow vms s L 1.cn t, 
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SOME INTERES'l' IWG FACTS Al'ID F IGURES - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - -- - -

Fo r tho se of you who are statietice.lly :in clined, the fo llowing 
f:' i.:,ur 0 s should be of i nterest and may prov0 useful i n a r gnrnen t s +, n2.t 
or ~ sure to arise in l ater years wit h individt)_a l s of other units from 
o the r t hesters of war . In case you don 1t a lready know it , t he 318th 
h a s d:ro ppad a hell of a lot of bomb s an d fi r ed s evernl mill ion r ounds 
of a•.!nnunition in add ittion t o fly i ng an unbel i ovabl 0 number o f hours 
and de stroying a s izesble n umher of enemy pl anes . Ho re a re tl1e f a ct s . 

MARIANAS RYUKYUS 

Tot Rl Comb e.t Sort.i,3s 5, 1C2 2 ,759 

CAP Sortie s Flown 1h , 9LA 2 , 139 

Total Hours Flown 47,60 0 20 , J-1-94 

Total Bo r.ab Tonnage 
(In cluding Fire Bombs) 1,142 784 

Tota l Rounds . 50 Caliber 
E~xponded on Co:m bo.t Mis sions 2 , 475, 904 715,003 

.i(o ckets Expended 1,591 850 

ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED _IN AERJAL COMBAT 

CAHPAI GN HQ. 19TH 
Hi\.1. II\.NA8 5 1() 
? I ;JKYUS 1 60 
TJ:~'AL L} 70 

~ 2.232D 
7 11 

__!2_ -¾ 22 

6TH NF 
12 

12 
5 
5 

TOTAL 

7 , 861 

17,08 3 

68 ,094 

1 , 926 

3 ,190 , 907 

2; 421 

TOTAL 
45 

116 
159 

The five enemy aircraft dest:royod by the 72nd a t },iakin whi10 
t.ha t unit was part o f t h~ Group brings t he Group t ota l t o 164 air­
cr aft d e stroyed s i n ce activat i on . 

Tho Group has de st r oye d 44 vessels of a l l types , r angi ng f r om 
APD 1s (Nav a l Tran spo rts ) to unident i fied sma ll c r aft ( unde r 100 1 ); 

end dama ged 135 v e sse ls including 1 light cru ise r , 2 de s troyers, 
nume r ous fr c i ~hters and t a nkers of var ious s ize s , ;--erld ·,nany small 
c r a:E't . 

* * * 
The commands ur1d<::r whi ch the Gr oup has s orve d a r e a lmost t oo 

numerous t o mention . i ~t one time or a nother v,e h a v e been under the 
Seven th A.F .; t h e Ei ghth A . F.; A.n.FPOA (1u1-;iy .-,ir lorce s , Pa.cific Oce an 
Area); FEAF ( Far Easter n ••. i.r Forces) ; Tactica l Air Force Tent h Ar my; 
USAST.AJi' ( Uni t od Stat es Army Stra t ogi c ~d r I<'or c c: s ) . In t his mixed up 
chai n of c ommand we ha v e a l so b ,3011 urdor the VI I F1 ght cr Con1'1la..11.d , tvvi ce 
,mdor the oper ational c ont r o l of Iv:ar i n.0 Air Defense Uni ts :o.nd a t pr e s ent 
under the 301st Fi ght er Y~i n g . 
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