fQchmbér 1944.

(Violet 3)
(violet :4)

‘three eqcortlng B—29's led: al , s to"
iginal plan was for Violet: ar 0 keia;sweep around the West
gland, and Violets A, ) ) mak e nd the east side ”f,
ear th ie o_venemy fighters before .

iolet 1 saw: one;ZEKEabreak
KE potted the P—38's he immediatel a:

3 cnl1ed in thegabove : ,-10. ot : hlgh The flrst ZEKE
étralght down and: dlsappeared “theiclouds, Vi e ’3-1 peeled off and
the second ZEKE, who headed fo fb g ovel n a more gentle’ leG..;'
‘made two passe‘ at this ZEKE fr m -maximy inge and’.observed hits in
hese hits were'alsol obser by 1olet 3-2, This ZEKE

Lan —Aaat
er - Viole 3—1 3-3 or 3




/T
-3 and 4-4. The ZEKE was lor =
lage. The ZEKE dld not havev N, opportu

1t 5- stayed at 18 OOO feetqand,after coniplete qearch of the'area 1et
OOQ-feet Only cnemy ai: craft observe was the’ one shot down ‘by

h umstances, with come .
he pancaked at IAOiK after

hem atching the forme
i rborn for 7 ho TS and

ad oVer.tarEétfél

/385 rounds 20 MM, 20 860 gﬁllons gas.




| ‘8‘Décember 1944.
T | Y .
INDIVIDUAL -PILOT NARRATIVE REPORTS

A (Group Mission # 12-10, 8 Dec. 1944)
- L ' i ‘
MAJOR WARREN K, ROESER (Violet 4=1)

A ;ap";oximately 0945K, & December 1944, I arrlved at IP with my flight, and
Prepared t start a sweep around the east side of. Iwo . Jima at 16,000 feet, There

PP x1mately~0950K I heard: three5bogies alled in at nine o'clock to the -
y Turning slzghtly to por: wo. f :

OOOK my wing man, Violet L-2, -called
thihis port engine, s0- I turped ’\eto{ qk

ﬁ % 3t o: take any evasive action, fo; LR
ble to get dead astern of him and fire a‘twb-second burst from a range’of ' . |

than 200 feet, Large pieces flew from: hié tail: section and canopy, then7
ded and spun down to the top'of the overoas iy

more -enemy aircraft were . seen by my fllghtf“and{at 1140K we rejoined the"
t and headed for Saipan, where we ‘lande ~




' Violet 3-1 made twoﬂpéd

.)\i’f8 December 1944o», SRR

i Twenty-eight P-38L's.'

1. A
- B, Five ZEKES,
2, A, None, ' ’
~ B, One ZEKE destroyed (confirmed) and one ZEKE damaged. 7
5 o5
4. Capt. PARK;. Lts‘; “_,EUSTIS DUKET, .~ (Violet 1)

Capt, OTTENSTEIN ;MONIELLE ERBELE FOSTER. - (Vielet 2)

Capt. TENVANT; Lts, SPAULDING, PETTY, GIBSON. - (Violet 3)
Maj. ROESER; Lts. HEAGNEY,. BALKU‘J’ DUERSCT{MIUI' (Violet 4) .
Lts. RUFF, CARDENﬂ-J»"‘COX ‘MRICKARD o (Violet 5)
“ Lts. KANE - WALKER. ‘ ; (Violet 6): -
Capt. MG’ COPN, BENNET (Violet 7)
Takeoff-”. 0628” Land: 1401, |
The three eeoortzng led all seven f1i hte'to‘within five m11eq of Iwo

, k 3 to make a sweep around the vest
side of the island;: a 5% and 6 to make a sveep around the east side

of the: 1%land Theee~51x~fligh,";were to clear the skies of enemy fighters ‘before
the arrival of the B-29's and B=24's. ‘Violet 7 was to remain with the three, es-’ '
corting B-29's, five miles south of Iwo Jima, However, a solid overcast: ex1sted
over the target and the\pilots could not see any part of the island

Jima,: The origin

, Violet 1 saw one’ ZEKE break through the overcast at 7,000 feet As soon as
the ZEKE spotted the P-38's, he immediately dived through the overcaqt =

Violet 2 saw: thre‘ ZEKES at 20,

'~ing them from out of ] i

Oanfeet at 9 o clock, with four Pt‘S’M;

Violet 3 calTed in the. above three ZEFES at 10 o’clook hlgh The f;r t ZEKE
dived straight down= s 5|
attacked the secon

L3 at:thie ZEKE from naximum range and: observed hlts it 0
the back of the'cockpit.:’ hese hits were also observed by Violet 3-2. ‘This’ ZEKB v
disappeared in the clou atrailing smoke, Violet 3-1 and 3-2 then climbed back

to 16,000 feet and saw Violet 3-3 and 3- attacking the third ZEKE. Violet 3-1
ooened fire at maximum range., Neither Violet 3-1, 3-3 or 3-4 observed any hlts

on thls ZEXE, who also disappeared in the overcast : :

Soon after 1eav1ng,the escort bombars, Violet 4—2 developed engine. trouble.?
The entire flight returned to the’ three escorting B-29's where they 1eft;V1olet
=2, Shortly after this, Violet Z-1 observed a ZEKE break through the 6
. in a ¢linmbing turn. Violet A—l immediately attacked f1r1ng a qhort ‘bur

‘;fi_f_




g Copies -~ Headquarter: ‘Seventh Aithorce

Vlolet 5 stnyed a :18“

ddwn 50 12,000 feet Towl

éet area for approximqtely 20 m
omnt) was completely closed i

f in &an attempt to locate
1,Iwo Jlma, near: the

. The fllghts re
of them catehln :

5.4 A Excellent~ nro,te‘anﬂ return' scattered clouds. Bad over target~v
- .overcast ati7,000 feet
B Loud and. clear.

6, None, 'l ' SR » o - l

_7ﬁ“1;540'rounds ;50 caliber;:;385 rbﬁndéﬁ20 MM, 20,860 gnlldns pas.

{

8. No A/A, qhipplng or. other observations. The B 29 escort was hlghly seth—
<;'..factory. : i : ¥

- ; SANDERS
DIQTRIBUTION° ‘ @
3 Copies - Director of” Intelligence,
23 Copies - CTG 93

3 Copies - Headquarters VII Fighter ‘Command
3 Cop¢es - Each Sqdn Concerned.
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r-»OT ARRATIVE REPORTS
_12-10 98 Dec. 1944)

/s/ Warren K, Roeser
" /t/ WARREN K. ROESER
Major, Air Corps

3 I was flying Majo‘ Roeser'%,element I observed a Zeke break through the . i

.. overcast in a climbing turn to.the left. Major Roeser immediately got on.the . +
‘Zeke's tail and closed to about 50 yards., Major Roeser opened fire and I saw - °
the Zeke explode and burn, The Zeke was dark OD in eolor and had red roundels

on the wings and fuselage, The Zeke took no evasive action.

T

/s/ Everett L, Balkum
J /t/ EVERETT L, BALKUM
o, A f 4 ~ 1lst Lt,, Air Corps.

At
-

A _TRUE COPY: (ﬂ

C. L. HOOVER, |
Captain, Air Corps
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