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  1  p     yp         y           1gTH FIG
L7 1 JSL1

S  
O i   Ii   W `1, A l L 

316TH FIaHTSR GROtTP
SSPF  rl'H AI R F01 

AA tY AI  FOR CSS, PA.CIFt C OCEAN AR  S
A. P.O.  i z45

  ~

O  G INI ZATI ONAL HI STORY, 14  H FIGH  SqITA  N, 3  TH FIGHTE  (fl  OUP,
3SVENTFI AIR FO  CS.

1 Auguet 19J 5 - 15 Auguat 19  5

1. Date ot arrival at end departure from each,stat
ion occupied in

,•_   ,
this thsatre - N gative.

  u
  2, hosees in Actioa:
,

. . .
• .   Y

!
•

    . ;

•̀_
• '' ' Capt. Lloyd Henley Jr., Yisain8 in action.

'' '   2nd Lt . Fred A. Harri nBt on, gi l l.ed i a act i on..• •
y

•
N

 
:"   3, Axards and Decoitationss

. - tf
a . Bat t l e s t ar s aut hor i zed f or t he f ol l o  ng c ampai gna

. ;

'_'
` ( 1) Yari aaas I sl s nda. ,;

•   ` (2 )   as t ern ldandat ea  . •_   •;
  '.'. .   C3) Ai r Of f i nei ve agai nat Japan
  ••• 'f ( +) RY  ua I el ands   : .'  '
  ;   :.:   •: % 1  . Or g ani z at i oa - Negat i v.
; »..  .•' .. .,.

: 
i '

.
5. $tr.ngth - (Pereonnel)

1 st 1 A at 1
OYficers d - 6 F/O s - 1 W/0 Officers 1 - 6 F/O s - 1 R/Q
8nl i st e d Men 21.3 F nl i st ed M. n 2  2

6 . 3t rengt h (Ai rpl.ane s )
f '

1 nst 1 A uet 1 :̀
2 P- 47A1' $ 2 P  47N' e    ,

:  
 . Loaees (Airplanee)  _ '   ;

3 P- !i?N  a 1©st i n combat '   +
5 P-b7N'$ sent to the 612tb Service Sqdn. ior repair due to d  age
in combat.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

. . . .  ,. . .
SIXTEENTH DdSTALT  JT PART A

ORGANIZATIaN II  HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER S(  JADHON, AAF (CONT'D)

Narrative History:

The Squadron participated in eleven mi.saiona during this period, usuzL y in con-

 unction  rS.th
both our o  and other Fighter Groups. The following breakdovm explains

t hes e mi s   .ons .

2 dive banb strikes againat RR bridges on I yushu.

1 dive bomb strike against nitrogen fixation pl.an
t on I yuehu.

9 f i r e ba nb s t r i ha9 ag ai nst ei t i e s on I yus hu .

1 fire bomb striks against a Jet A/C plant on Kyushu.
 

1 eacort miasion (B-29fs) to  yushu.

2 f i ght e rs axesps i n Tol  ro - Osaka - Nagoya area.

1 strate and rocloet attack on sa airfield, 3hikoku.

During these operations Lt. Cuneo deetroyed one Frank. One Zeke  one George, and

one To o rrere dam ged. The Squadron lost thrse aircraft aad two pilota during thia

period. On S August 1945 Capta .n I1oyd Hsnl.y, Jr. and Flight Officer Jesse B. Hill

were f or ced t o bai l out in t he Yaxat a area whi l e escort i.ng B- 29   s • F/ 0 Hi.l l s ai rcraf t

 ras hi t by xhi .t e phosphorus f l ak. Ths reaeon f or Capt ai a Henl ey   s bai l - out i a uril mo rn.
i F/0 hill xas picked up by Dumbo on 11 August 1945, after apending four da~ys in Japanese

1
 ratere in a lifsboat dropped by a'Jukebox  B-17. Captain Henley ia missing in action .

On 9 August 191,5 Lt. Fred A. Harringtonts aircraft vras ob$erved to strike the xater

8nd explods during a minilmam altitude  rithdrawal from a rocket and strating run over

Matst  ama A/F, Shikoku. Lt. Harrington had no opportunity to leave hia aircraft.

On 1 Auguat 191 5, ei ght een P-  t,7N  a f ro m t he 9 auadron   oi aed wi t h ai rcr af t of  

73    d 333rd 34 uadrons in a group dive bomb strike against the railroad bridge at

3endi a    yrushu. Unt avorabl s weat her del ay ed t he t akeof f snd made aeeemb],y very d.i f f i -

cult. Low cei ;  over the target neeessitated shallo.r dives frc m low altitude and pre-

cluded a y degre• of accuracy. Hoxever, hita were observed on the approachea to th.

bridge and on vari us rail in8tallationa ia the vicinity.
1. See FJO Hilla atatement, appended.
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O  AI  ZATI QNAL HI STOFdC, 19TH FIGHTF  S  JADRQN, AAF. (CQNT'D)

Narrative History: (CONT'D)

  On 5 August 191 5 eighteen P-4?N's  oined in a group fire bo b mission atainst

a possible  et-propelled aircraft  sanufacturing planb at Taruaiizu, $yushu. Each air-

craf t carri ed t yro (2) 165 gal l on   ri ng t anke f i l l ed wi t h napalm mi ,xt ure and equi pped

wi t h  rhi t e phosphorus i gni t er s . ui ni       t i t ude r uns covered t he ar ea  ri t h t l ame ,

and smoke vras observed rising to 6,500 teet. The area xas totally destroyed. Our air-

craft were not opposed, either by interceptora or by anti-aircraft and returned  rith-
 

out loss or damage.

Oa 6 August 19k5, seventeen P1 .7N's  oined in a group fire bomb strike against

] ii y akono   o Ci t y , Kyus hu . R uns x e re made at an   l t i t ude o f f i t t y f ee t agai net por -

t i ®na of t he t arg et not al r eac y burn in g . Di re c t hi t s  r+ere obs er ve d upon numerous

faetory-type buildings, and large fires blanketed the target area. Smvke xas observed

rising to 8,000 feet visible for 15 to 20 miles. Meagre, continuous p, inaccurat.,

heavp auti-aircraft fire was encountered in the target area, but ao damage was suff-

ered.
 

On 7 August 191 5, eighteen P- [F?N  s  oined the group in a dire-bo bing attack on

a ni t rogon f i x at i on pl ant at b[i namat a , I  rus hu . Each ai r cr a  t car r i ed t   rv 1 , 000  GP

bomb$ vrith 1/16 second nose and .025 second tail f ses. Qne aircraft, forced to abort

wilen fuel would not pump fro m the internal takks, dropped its bombs on ahipping in

the Ku i Wan. The tHrget  ras approaehed at 10,000 feet an d pull-out was made at 3,000

feet. Thirty-four bo mb$ were dropped in the target area, rendering the plant non-op-

erational. P'ires xere started,and red and yellow smoke xas seea. Yeagr., heavy anti-

aircraft fire co mposed o! bl ck bursts and white bursta xithout phoaphorus tentacles

was seen. Since more gun flashes irere seen on the ground than  rere accouated for by

bursts in the air, it was beleived that that the Japanese vrere employing prcximity

fusea, in part, at least.
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Oi  ANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER 3CUADRAN,AAF
(CONT'D}

Narrat i ve Hi at ory : (C(  iT'D}

C n 8 August 1945, eighteen P  7Nts from the Squadron  oined in a group mission

eseorting B-29's to Yarata  I yusbu. One aircra.ft aborted, and an unused spare rs-

turned to base. After som e difficulty at the rendeavous, the group proceed.d to the

t arget area, where i t encount ered approxi .mat e ly t went y- f i ve enet  ai rcraf t ; Zekes ,

To  o   s , Fra a.ks , an d George s . Of t he se t he 19t h Squach'on cl ai me d one Franlt deet royed

by Lt. Williasa J. Cuneo, aad one George and one To o daara8ed. The 3quadron last two
 

sircraft, those piloted by Captain Lloyd He il.ey, Jr. and F/0 Jesse B. Hi11, both o!

who  bailed out over the target area. F/0 aill whoae aircraft 6ad been bit by  rhite

phosphorua flak, was sighted by a 'Jukebox' B-1? which d  PPed him a lifeboat.

On 11 Auguat 1945, =o  '  Ye later, F/0 Hi]1 was picked up by a Dumbo PgY, ha  PB

experienced considerabl. difficulty and several harrowing e cperiences   i1e in Jap

waters. Capta3.n Henley is missing.

On 9 August 1945, eightesn P-47N's were airborae f  a group strafing and

rocket misaion against Mats yama Air'tield, Shikoku• Four of theae aircraft did not

•

reach the target. During the attack Lt. Fred A. Harrington, while making a mini  m

al t i t ude  ri .t
hdr a  ral . af t e r hi s r ocket r un, rraa s e en t o nos e i n t he   rat er whi l e at t -

empting to strafe a small boat. He had no opportunity to leave his aireraft. The

Squa dr on eaus ed gr e at dam.a ge t o ai r'cr af t and i a s t al l at i ons on t he ai r f   e l d . j+Jhi l e

enroute to base, the 19tb Squadron saw a Japanese APD, then mistaken for a DD, be-

tvro en the islanda of 0-Shi aa aad 0-Miuase Shima (Iyo-Na,ds), and immediately launched

a strafing attack against it. The ship immediate],Y
turned az d headed for the beach.

Num erous fires and explosions were observed, and the ship was left a beached and

gutted hult,bele
ived to be beyond salvage or repair. It is interesting to note that

on thia attaek foutrteen P- 4.
7N's fired into Japanese inatallations 2? x 5 inch

rockets an d no less than 19,415 rounda of .50 cal. ammunition, of which Yrom 8,U00
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o  xrz Tio  t  ro  , igrx   c rr  s :uan aoN,A.F. (caJT'D)

Narrative Historyt (C  1T' )

to 10,000 routlde wers tired into the APD.

O n l0 An,gus
t 1945, e  e  p-4?Nts   this Squadron  oiaed the group in a

t i re bomb st ri k a agai ns t ICum  pc t o Ci ty , I yuehu . One ai r erat t abort ed . Upon approae6-

i p,g t he t arget , onr ai rerat t obaer ved t he ci t y xas bl a n]cet ed w3.t h f at ense t i re s   d

sa®o1os . Onr af r craf t t   - bcsnbed nrbaa bui l di o88 i n por t i ona ot t he t arget not a1-

r eady abl aze . Dur  ng t he   i.t hdr'ax al , s t raf i n8 at t acks rrer e pr eased hvm s agai us t i n-

  ; •    ,.. ,: _ ,  atallativas and sh3.ppia6
in the oiainity.

On 11 August, aixteen (16) P-k7's ot the sq tadroa tookotf to dive-banb the

Skiomi railroad b 3.dge near Tomitake, gyushu. Txo of our planes rrera toreed to

abort. Although there were no bomb hits on the span itselt, both the northern

and southern approaches  t ere destroyed, and bombs  rere seen to straddly the bridg.

proper, Txo high  yr bridges in the i.mme
diate area received direct hits.

On 12 Augus t s i xt een ( 16) P- 4?h ' e  rer e ass i gned t o a group t i re- bomb st ri ke

against the l  yazaki induatrial arEa, I rushu. Oae aireratt did not take ott aad

 
. one aborted. ;9hen our aircraft approached the target area both the northern and

aout hera sect ors  rreee at ].a  ,e , so vur t i r e- bombs wera dropPed rou8l'il ,y' 3a t he cent r al

portion ot the area. Nunerous direct hits lrere obaerved on varioua typee ot i.n-

dust ri al buti .l .di aga .

On 13   v  st t ourt s en t 11;) F- 4? '8     a88i   ed t o par t i ci pat e i n a gro up

tighter swaeep over thm Tol qo area. Four aircratt aborted. The patrol xas coa -

p l et sd  ri t hout i nci dent .

On ].t  August , t i f t een P- 1 ? ' a   oi ned t he group i n a t i ght er eweep ov+er

Os aka- Nagoya area,   hi ch   as ei ml arl ,Y wi.t hout i nci den$ , and rrhi ch compri sed our

lsat mission to date.
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ORGA2 ]I Z ' TI GNti L 'rII ST0I 7[, 19TH FIUE TF  SQJk'  RUN, I t1F (CUNT'D)

har r at i ve Hi s t ory : Cor.t i nue d

1, EDI CdL SFyCTI UfY

1. In the history of the  rorld a great event has taken place. Cessation of

hostili ties between the allies an d the last of the axis powers has occurred. Thus

the breatest war the world has ever seen has come to an end. ; s a result, there

i s gr e at re j oi c i .ng among t he r crnber s of t hi s command . Gener al goo d f e e li ng runs

high. It is now felt that with Japants capitulation the return of the men to their

homes will be hastened. Tnis one thing reQiains uppermost in their minds.

 . From a strictly medical point of view li ttlc has occurred of note in the

` 15 day  . er
iod covercd by this report. The new area is improving; the new   ness hall is

'

nearing complction. Lights have b en installed iri the tents of all p.rsonnsl. It is

now hope d t hat f l oor s v rri l l Ue av ai l abl e f or   he t ent s o f t he en]i st e d me n . Sani t a ry

i ns t al l at i ons are compl et e . Dr ai nage and c or al wal ks have gre at l y al l ev i at ed t he

problem of the  ud.

3. Some sort of day-room is plaruied for tYie men. Recreation has racieved new

interest and baseball teams have been formed. Inasmuch as we are no on a peace time

basis there is need for occupying the t  e of the men an d plans are being madc for

  this purpose.

PARACHUTE SECTIUN

Us ual r out i ne i ns pe ct i ons we r e rna.de an d a l l e cYU.
i p ment f ound i n sat i s f ac t ory

condition. Life rafts were inspected on the ll th of ;ugust and type cyli nder noted

as per T.O. 04-15-12.  re are unable as yet to eomp],y with T.O. Oh-15-11, due to

l ack o f e a,u
i pment . I t tvi l l be compl i e d rri t h as s oon as e a,u

i pment i s avai l ab].e . The

scales sent to us were in sorry condition and therefore not usable. '< re notified our

Tech. Suppl,y
department and they are endeavoring to replace them .

Ot he r t han t he us u,a
l
. dai l

,y
i ns pe ct i on on our par achut e s , i ns pe ct i ons nterc m ade

on the tenth of the month. till cr•utes serviceable.

On 8 August, two of our pilots bailed out. Both ch tes opened ir stantaneousl,y
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OI  ArII ZATIONAL HI ST4F{Y, 19TH FIG  SG  JAI  ON, AAF (CONTtD)

Narrative History: Continued

 Ye auestioned returning pilot on the condition of the eouipment after it had been

i n t he x at er ,  rhat t he moet i mport ant i t ems were i n the l i f e r af t , and i f he ha.d

ar y suggestions on the improvement of the equip ment. He seemed to be satisfied

xith sverything as it was.

For a long tim e xe have been trying to get either bunkers or bins built that

r rould be portable. A cabinet, consisting of three pl rwood bins xould be auitabls.

If everp parachute department had these bin s, I belteve that in the lang run it

wou.
ld save wear and tear on the equipm+ent, save bunkers, keep parachutes from get-

S
ting mildewed, and above all it vro uld great y facilitate the setting up of the

parachute departments in the ahorteat poasible time following a move. In this

climate to reduce the amount of damage to chutes by damp neas, a heated bin  nould

be the logical thing to have.

ffi  1GIl   RSNG S  CTION

This section continued their operations with their usual p.ak effieiency .

1[ai nt enan ce probl ama we r e encount e re d and de al t vri t h s 1d 11  '  , and  ri t hout at y

undue loss of time. Al1 operational schedules r ere met. No planes were grounded

i for parts during this period. Six (6) engines were chaoged, txo (2) for mal-

f unct i oni ng , and f our ( 4 ) by a Gr oup order , s t at i
.ng al l or i gi n al Chev rol .c t e ng i

.ne s

with 250 hours will be chaaged, as defects  rere beginning to shox at that period

as a result of engines operating for an extended period of time erithout using

Methanol in the xater injection system.

Three (3) plan es xere lost in cojbat over enemy territory . Total planes

assigned at the start of the month 26 - five ($) planes w ere sent to 612th Service

gqdn. for repairs due to damage in combat - five (5) planea  rere assigned to us

from other squadrons in the wwi..ng.
C3) threc plan es were returned to us from the

Service Sqdn. - total planes assigned to us were txenty-six (26) the 15 August.

A technical inspection of the section was conducted on August 13-1l  by 318th
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ORGA II ZATI  iiAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER S(  JADRON, AAF (CONT fl )

Narrativa History: Continued

Fighter Group. A11 records, maintenance equipment, and some planes  nere checked.

The inspection report gave the section an excellent rating. t fith the news of the

impending pesce, morale went sky high. Numerous ratings  nere given to the aection

this period vrhich helped the morale of the men considerably .

A  iA1 
_
1T SECTI ON

Activity in the armaaaent section xas or a routine nature, with guns being

pulled Yor cleaning, modi 'ication and inspection.

318th Fighter Group technical inspectors found the section in a satisfactory

•
condition.

The Afilfri lln-i t 1OII l oad f or t he pl a ne s was c ut down t o t wo hundre d f i f t y ( 2 50 )

rounds per guns, due to the ending of hostilities.

ht.  "Tallaee, formerly Ordnan ce officer with the 73rd Fighter Sqdn. joined

this organization as Ordnance and armament officer.

The following Armorers were promnted:

Sgt. Garcia to S Sgt.; P.F.C. Barnes to Cpl.; Cpl. Cox to Sgt.; P.F.C.

Holman to Cpl.; and Cpl. Samon to Sgt..

• ORDNANCE SECTIUN:

Expenditures for the fifteen d ys of August were as follows:

a. 1000 lb. G.P.
(AN-l[65) bombs ------ -----lOk

b. Cal. .50,   tion -----------------------J 9,900

c. Napalm,
(lb5 gal. wing tanks) -------- -----102

d. Roeket s , 5•0t1 and Mk- 11 9 nose f uze s - - - - - 2?

The followLng is an account of this sections activitics:

Aug. 1 Loaded 18 planes irith 2 x 1000 lbs. each. The,p were expended an d 2,915

rds. of ammunition xas loa+ded on return from mission.

Aug. ?-3 Rain and storm warning - no f]
,y
ing
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OF  ANIZATI ONAL HIS1'41 Y  19TH I IGHT&R Sl  TADDAN, AAF (CONT' D)

Narrat i  re Hi st o r9 : Cont i nued

Aug .   Loaded NapaLn i n t he r ai n unt i l 01:30 A. 1  . f or a 06:30 A.Y, t akeof f .

Aug.   ] i,ss
ion returned and one fixe bomb was said to be a dud. No ammunition was

ea pended . Loa.ded 1S p].ane s yri t h Napal m f o r t he t omor row  s mi s s i on . 3t art e d at

1800 and finished at 2300 P.M .

Aug. 6 17 planes expended a total of 17,755 rds. .50 cal. 12 barrels  rore burned

out . In t he eveni ng 19 pl anes vrere l oaded wi t h 2 x 1000 l b. bombs Yor t o. orrox .

Aug. 3. 2,120 rds. of ammo. and 8 machine gun barrels rrsre expended.

Aug. 8
_

Sqdn lost 2 planes and 795 r  •       nded. In the P.li. loaded roekets

- with Mk-L49 nose fuze on 8 planes,
(4 rockets to a plane)

Aug . Q Fbccpended 16, ?75 rds . of am,oao . That ni g it 1? pl ane s l oaded an d f uzed xi t h

Napalm bombs, finiahing at 2100.

Aug. 10 7,950 rds. ofe tnmao expended. In the evening 17 ships loaded xith 2 x 1000

lb. ba mbs eaeh. It rained Like hell all the tirne  e  ere loading.

Aug. 11 All amrauntion in the hands uf the troops were picked up per order of Capt.

Limming, Group Grdnance Officer. Once agai.n xe loaded Napalm on 17 planes in the P,Y .

pug. 12 1590 rds. of ammunition expended on tods,ys rnission. Group inspector gave

 
this section a very satisfactory report following his inspection. In the eveni.og

17 planes  ere loaded with Napalm.

pug, 1  A gaa and paratropper attack rrarning was given and at0100,    »n tion xas

taken into the camp area for personnel there.

l ug . ]  ,
1 Mi s si on seh. dul e d f or Napal m bombi ng was eancel l e d. Napal m t anks   ere

unloaded and regular 165 gal. gas tanks substituted.

Au.g . ,
1  ' Lt .  'Pal l ace f ormer Ordnance Of t i cer of t he 73rd Fi ght e r 3quadron ca ne i nt o

the 19th as Ordnan ee and Armament Officer. All napalm tanks that vrere loaded on

planes xere dropped at sea, as a result of Japanese pending peaca negotiations.
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U  : AZ ZATI Ontw HI STCRY, 19TH FI GI:T'i ,R S   u x DRO? +, AAF (COT 'T ' D)

Narrativc History : Continued

CO rr  UNI CATIOIZS SECTIGh

Thc first part of August our plan es flew tuo hundred and Sixteen (216)

 
individual tactical fli ghts of which the radio write-ups  rere twenty-one (21),

or a percentage of ten (10).

The Comnand Post han dled a total of threehundred and ten C310) teletype

messages.

Au.g . !  Re ct i f i ew RE,--b2 - B pa.rt of r adi o s e t , SCR- 62 4 bur'ne d out a re l ay due t o hi g h

voltage. The radio set was put back into cor. aiss
ion the same d  y thanks to the

•
333rd Fighter 5cdn., who replaced the relay .

Aug .   S/ Sgt .   i 1.
l i am Spl an t ook eharge of t he wi r i ng of t he l i vi ng ar e a wi t h t he

si   of t hr e e as s i st a.nt s . Sgt . St ockl ey promot e d t o t he gr a.de oP St af f Sergc an t .

Aug.   Sgt. Gus Tsouris left the Communication Section to become an Operation Clerk.

Aug . 6 Re ce i ve d a ne  r 15 K:K Ge ne r at o r Por t he li ght i ng of t he l i vi ng az'e a . Thi s

gencrator was a repla.cacnent
for the one we had turned in some time ago and the parts

were not obtainable to put same in ruhning condition.

tiug. 12 This day was the dd.y
for the 318th Fighter Group Ic spectors to start inspect-

  ing. The section had Master Sergean t Lema of the Group Co aiunication sectiun. Ae

spent all this da  inspecting thc Coc nand Post, records, an d tech. orders.

Aug . ,
1
, 

' I ns pe ct i on co nt i nue d by Lif Sgt . Lema wi t h ai r cr af t e qui pment .

Aug . ]  J I ns pe ct i on c ont i nued by M/ Sgt . Lema tivi t h t he worki n g of  ia.d.i o e c ui pment .

Aug.   Inspection eoneluded resulting in an excellent cornmendation.
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CHROI IC I OGICr'tL HISTURY

Por period

•
1 August 191 5 - 15 August 1945

•
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ORGAI fI ZATIONAL HISTfl RY, 19TH FI GHTSR SQJJADR DN, AAF (CONT'D)

Chronol ogi cal Hi st ory ; 1 August 191+5 - 15 Auguat 191   

1. 18 P-47N+s Dive-Bombed railroad bridge at Sendai, ILYushu. Each plane
carri ed 2 x 1000 l b. G. P. ba mbs s ach. Rz sul t s   rere excel l ent .

2. As a result of high winds, low ceili ng, and intermittent rain squalla, all
planes were grounded.

3. A continuation of bad weather held aircraft on the ground.

1  . Nv i l y i ng a s a r e aul t of vreat he r .
Air raid siren blew at 0125, but bogies did not come over the island.

5 • Fi
.ve ( 5) er elqy ai x cr af   vrer e pl ot t ed by Aix Def ens e Radar , bet wEen pe ri od

OLl I,. and 01 00 . One ( 1 ) ene qy ai r cr af t shot do  by P- 61 aad one by A,
/ A.

Tvio bombs dropped offshore. No dama.ge
to personnel or inatallations.

18 P-47N 's co mbined with planes of the other two aquadrons in the group 
t i re - bombe d a po s s i bl e   e t pl ant ( s i r cr af t ) at Tar ua  zu , K,yus j u .

' 6. One sir raid lasting 2 hours. Two enemu  planes over the isla nd, but no bombs
were dropped.
18 planea tire-bombed Miyakono o City, Kyushu. Retiring fro . 

the target, pilots
report the city enveloped by fire.

7. There were two alerts at Ie Shi aa caused by ene y aircraft. One bo mb thought
to be a  00 lb, whi.

te phosphorous ineendiary type, destroyed 6 P-51 +s aad
damaged 6 others. No personnel in ured. One ene y pla.ne probabl,y

destroyed,
and 1 damaged.
l g P- 4Tltii ' s di v e bo+abe d ni t rogen f i x at i on pl ant at Mi namat a, K  us hu , J apan .
34 x 1000 lb. G.P. bombs dropped on the target wlth exc®llent results.

8. lg P-47's  nere ordered to escort B-29's to Yawata, to cover B-29's atte m ting
t o knock out t he Pi t t sburgh of Japaa . On t hi s mi ssi on t wo (2) of our   i l ot s
v+ere f orced t o bai l out i n t he vi ci ni t    of t he t ar get area . Capt . Henl ey ' s•
chute wae observed and he was seen to land in the water, hoxever, F/0 Hill,
the other pilot's position is not definitely known. Lt. Cune  of this Sqdn.
destroyed a Jap "Frankri in a brief engagement, and damaged another. One Zeke
was damage d by Lt . Ge rmai

.n , and one Ge orge and one To  o rve r e damaged by I,t .
F ller and Lt. Cuaeo. This is the first time the equa.

dron has engaged the
enem,y i n aer i s l combat f or s ome t i r. e .

9. 16 planes of this squadron vrere ordered to rocket and strafe Matsayama AirYield,
Shi koku , J apan . 1Ve r e gret f ul l ,y re port t hat 8not he r one of our pi l ot s wae ki l l e d
ia action on this mission. However the aquadron proudly reporta ths complste
destruction ot oY an APD (armed transport) which xas set afire an d nxploded by
the persistent strafing and rocket ruus of our pilots in spit. of heavy return
fire on the initial and aecond passes.

10. Four alerts tor this period but no ene y aircraPt over the island.
18 P-! ?'s fire-bombed Kumamoto City,  yushu, but results w ere undetermined
becauae of he avy sm+oke .

11. No air alerts aounded during this period.
18 P-! 7's ordered to Dive-Bomb R t bridge, Tomitaka, Kyushu. No direet hits
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ORGAtr'IZATIONAL HISTOHY, 19TH FIGHTLR SG TADRAN, AAF (CONT D)

Chronological History: Continued

yrere observed. 28 x 1A00 lb. G .P, bombs xere dropped in the target area, and

hits w ere observed on t ro other bridges, one on each side of the pri.mary
target.

At 1600 , Ff 0 Hi l l  rfi o  ras shot do  rn aort h of Yawat a , whi l e on a 8- 29 e scort mi s si oa
the gth vf August, xas picked up by a Dumbo (PH  rescue plane). Although in good

phy s i cal condi t i on, Ff 0 Hi l l xa.g qui t e  reak as a resul t of not eat i .ng ar y f ood
througbout the hia three day attempt to avvid capture by the Japa.

12. The U.S.3. Pennaylvania levy'ing on thc east side of Qld naxa was reported hit by
a bomb or torpedo last night. Casualties are beLieved high, but no details are
available at this time.
16 P-!,7's r  'e-    d  iYazaki Industrial Area but results are unknown becasue
of poor visability and the lar e ataounts oP a.oke in the area.

13. Two red alerts during this period. Just prior to the second al.rt a ship xas

re por t e d hi t . A Baka bomb Ras re port e d s i ght e d ov er Buelule r Ba,y , Oki riavra , and

several others  ere reported in tha area, but  rere not ccnfirmed.• As a result of announcement made by the Radio Tokyo, of thsir desire to bring
about a termination of hostilities wi.th the U.S., it is believed the  ar is just

about over. For that reason no bombing or strafing miasioas  rere ordered by
our higher echelons.
In place of our usualltiy scheduled bombing missions, this squadron ras ordered to
malle a Fi ght er Sweep of t he To  o Area . Our f i ght ers pat rol l e d t he area of Tokyo ,
aad no enem y f i ght er s v e re encount ere d or enea y ant i - ai rcraf t f i re observed.

l
.
l . Although Japan has expressed their desire for peace, 16 of our planea on a

Fi.g
hter S eep over the Osaka-Nagoya area enoountered heavy fla.

k. None of our

pl ane s  rer e datnage d .

15. Despite peaae aegotiations in the making, an d the apparent end of the war, a
nuaiber of uai dent i f i e d ai rcraf t were i n t hi s area . Trro Jap pl anes   ere i n t he
area last night. Both Jap planes crashed-dived Iheya Shima an island 10-15 miles
north of here, one cra hing into a gun positioa causiug injuries to several of

- t he gu _ crew, an d t l̂.e ot her pl c.ne cr     h:i .ng on t he bcach .
' No flying ordered for this date.
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INDIVI DUAL PI L4T NAI RATI PE STATII   IT

by

 
Fj0 JESSIE B. HILL

•
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ORGANI ZATIONl.L I  STOFtY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADH(7IJ, AAF (COT3T'D)

INDIVI DUAL PIIAT NARF kTI  1E STAT  IT

On 8 Augus t 1 91+5 , F/ 0 J e s s i e B. Hi l l , f l ,yi ng a P- l+?Ai , numbe r 41,.-
88111 ,  ras

hi t by s bur s t of  rhi t e phos phor ous f l ak at about 1020 , at an al t i t ude b. t ir+een 2 5000

and 27000 te t, off the northern tip ot Kyushu. Frsgtaents struck the lef̀t wing in

aeveral places, and started a fire in the fuselage just att of the cockpit. The

cockpit immediatel,y
iilled xith smoke an d hydraculic tluid. F/0 Kill jettisoned the

canopy, rolled the ship onto it's back, and attempted to Ya11 tree. 7 then he released

t he s t i ck , hoaev er , t he ai r e r af t nos e d down, ho l rL n$ hi m i n t he hco ckpi t i r om 30 t o

60 s e c onds .  Vhen Hi l l f e l l f r ee , he al l o rre d hi ms e l f t o f al l about f i ve t hous and f ee t

  betore opening his chute. At this time he rn ted that the silk  as soaked in hydraulie

Yluid, although it did not interfere xith the opening of the chute. He then lit a

cigarette, took out a pocket compass, and oriented himself. He uadid his chest atrap

and leg straps, and rode the chute into the xater. He recommends this procedure

highly , since it was i possible for him to accurately judge his height over the water.

He landed easily , avioding entanglement xith his chute. He experienced momentary

panic, and some difficulty in inflating his li fe vest. Hvwever, he easil,y
inflated and

bo ar ded hi s di ngh r.
 

_ In less than 30 minutes, a B-17 sighted him and dropptd a life-boat. The drop
!

was very good, and he reached and boarded the boat without difPiculty . He i
.mme

diately

attempted to start the engine of the boat, an d broke the starter of one engine. Hs

 rorked on the other engine until he was torced to rest by the heat. About 1600, f3ve

hours later, he-nanaged to start one engine. Hs im vediatel,y
took up the course of

210 ° as i ns t r uct ed by a not e dr oppe d by t iie B- 17 , wi t h t he i.n
t ent i on of hol di ng i t

for 40 mila , about five hours, to the appointed rendezvous. About 1930, he xas

forced to stop his engine because of the danger of running aground in the darkness

on one of t he mar ,y s nal l i sl ands . He kept wat ch al l ni ght , s t art i ng t he engi iae t xi ce

 nhen he drifted too close onshore.

On the morning of 9 August, F/0 Hill started his engi.ne about 01,00, and ran
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OI  AIJI ZATIONAL HI STOI  Y, 19TH FI G   . SQUI DRON, AAF (CONT'D)

until 1CN 0, xhen he forced to stop to allox the engine to cool. One hour later he

attempted to start the engine, vrith no success. He iv orked until about 1630, xhen

he dri f t s d x i t hi n 200 y ar ds of f t he s hor e and  ri t hi n 1  1  mi l e o fa cargo ve s s e l ,

xhich began to signal to hitn with a blinker. e1t this time he decided all hope Nas

gone and destroyed his maps and papers by tearing them into small piecss and scat-

tering them in the ocean. Then he started to dismantle and repair the engine xith

the broken starter. This eng.
ine started on the seLond try, and Hill took up his

course of 23A°. He proceeded on course until 1730,   en the xater began to get

rough and rain b gan to fall. His engine stopped, but started in about fifteen

  minutes. He continued on course until about 2030, xhen he xas forced to stop by

dsrlm ese. The water was rougher, and he driftsd close to shore, so he started the

engi ne and r an f or about hal f' and hour ax t y f ro m s hore .

About 0400 on the morning of 10 August,
(his third da,y

in the boat) he found

himself back at his starting plaee of the day before. He atarted his engine, xhich

xas stopped  bout 0600 by ro ugh aater and rain. About one hour later it started,

and he ran until 1100, xhen he was haading into open sea. The other engine started

easily, and he ran until about 1600, when he decided he xas at the meiting point with

- the Dumbo. He then oiled and repaired the engines and put the boat and gear in shape.
'

He al so at e a l i t t l e f ood, hi s f i r at s i nce he was f orced down . Duri ng t he day he

had obs e r ve d s ev e r a l e necqy ai re r af t , probabl y Di nahs , and had heard mac y at ni ght .

He studied his charts until dark, an d then slept, the first real sleep since he xas

forced down.

On the mprna.ng of 11 August, he axoke about O1,A0 and worked on his engines.

He started one engi.ne and heated a can of soup, hia first real food. It xas diffi-

cult for him to retain even this. At 0600 he took up a course of 2l 0
° at 0600 end

held it until OBh.
O, at xlLich time he  ras sighted by txo Privateers. They circled

him until he xas picked up by a Dumbo at 1200I.

F/0 Hill made several recommendations for changes of rescue erzuipm ent. He
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ORG  IJI Z.ATZONAL HI STO:  C, 19TH FI GHTER SCUkDRAN, AAF (CONT' D)

suggest that the start rs of the engines be moflified to a11ow both hands to be

used in starting. He feels that adheasive should be included i
.n

the first-aid

kit, an d that fruit  uice should be added to the supplies, to be used when noth-

ing else can be retained. He highl,y reco amends that sun-glasses be placed in the

boat, and that a periodic inspection should be made for missing ecuiprnent.

He also feels that a light weapon such as a carbine, would be an advantage in

avoiding capture by a  ingle fishing boat or small craft.

•

•
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PHO'TOGRAPH SECTION

FQr  PERI OD

1 Au gust 1945 - 15 Au ust 1945 
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