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SIXTEENTH INSTALLMENT PART A

ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, AAF (CONT'D)
Narrative History:

The Scuadron participated in eleven missions during this peried, usually in con=-
junction with both our own and other Fighter Groups, The following breakdown explains
these missions.

2 dive bomb strikes against RR bridges on Kyushu.

1 dive bomb strike against nitrogen fixation plant on Kyushu.

3 fire bomb strikes against cities on Kyushu,

1 fire bomb strike against a Jet A/C plant on Kyushu.
. 1 escort mission (B-29's) to Kyushu.
2 fighters sweeps in Tolkyo - Osaka - Nagoya area.
1 strafe and rocket attack on an airfield, Shikoku.
During these operations Lt. Cuneo destroyed one Frank. One Zeke, one George, and

one Tojo were damaged. The Scuadron lost three aircraft and two pilots during this
period. On & August 1945 Captain Lloyd Henley, Jr. and Flight Officer Jesse B. Hill
were forced to bail out in the Yawata area while escorting B-29's. F/0 Hills aircraft
was hit by white phosphorus flak. The reason for Captain Henley's bail=out is unknown,
@  7/0 hill was picked up by Dumbo on 11 August 1945, after spending four days in Japanese
waters in a lifeboat dropped by a'Jukebox' B-l?f Captain Henley is missing in action .
On 9 August 1945 Lt. Fred A. Harrington's aircraft was observed to strike the water
and explode during a minimum altitude withdrawal from a rocket and strafing run over
Matsuyame A/F, Shikoku, Lt. Harrington had no opportunity to leave his aircraft.

On 1 August 1945, eighteen P-47N's from the Scuadron Joined with aircraft of hhe
73rd and 333rd Scuadrons in a group dive bomb strike against the railroad bridge at
Sendia, Kyushu., Unfavorable weather delayed the takeoff and made assembly very diffi-
cult. Low cettimg over the target necessitated shallow dives from low altitude and pre-
cluded any degree of accuracy. However, hits were observed on the approaches to the

bridge and on various rail installations in the vicinity.
1. See F/O Hills statement, appended.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SCUADRON, AAF. (CONT'D)

Narrative History: (CONT'D)

On 5 August 1945 eighteen P-47N's joined in a group fire bomb mission afainst
a possible jet-propelled aireraft manufacturing plant at Tarumizu, Kyushu. Each air-
craft carried two (2) 165 gallon wing tanks filled with napalm mixture and equipped
with white phosphorus igniters, Mimimm altitude runs covered the area with flame,
and smoke was observed rising teo 6,500 feet, The area was totally destroyed. Our air-
craft were not opposed, either by intercepteors or by anti-aireraft and returned with-
out loss or damage.

On & August 1945, seventeen P-L7N's joined in a group fire bomb strike against
Miyakonojo City, Kyushu. Runs were made at an Altitude of fifty feet against por-
tions of the target not already burning. Direct hits were observed upon numerous
factory-type buildings, and large fires blanketed the target area. Smoke was observed
rising to 8,000 feet visible for 15 to 20 miles. Meagre, continuously, inaccurate,
heavy anti-aircraft fire was encountered in the target area, but no damage was suff-
ered.

On 7 August 1945, eighteen P-47N's joined the group in a dive-bombing attack on
a nitrogen fixation plant at Minamata, Kyushu, Each aircraft carried two 1,000# GP
bombs with 1/16 second nose and .025 second tail fuses. Cne aircraft, forced to abort
when fuel would not pump from the internal takks, dropped its bombs on shipping in
the Kuji Wan. The target was approached at 10,000 feet and pull~out was made at 3,000
feet, Thirty-four bombs were dropped in the target area, rendering the plant non-op-
erational. Fires were started,and red and yellow smoke was seen. Meagre, heavy anti-
aircraft fire composed of black bursts and white bursts without phosphorus tentacles
was seen. Since more gun flashes were seen on the ground than were accounted for by

bursts in the air, it was beleived that that the Japanese were employing proximity

fuses, in part, at least.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SCUADRON,AAF (coNT*D)
Narrative History: (CONT'D)

On 8 August 1945, eighteen P-47N's from the Squadron joined in a group mission
escorting B-29's to Yawata, Kyushu. One aireraft aborted, and an unused spare re-
turned to base, After some difficulty at the rendezvous, the group proceeded to the
target area, where it encountered approximately twenty-five enemy aireraft; Zekes,
Tojo's, Franks, and Georges. Of these the 19th Squadron claimed one Frank destroyed
by Lt. William J. Cuneo, and one George and one Tojo damaged. The Scuadron lest two
aireraft, those piloted by Captain Lloyd Hedley, Jr. and F/O Jesse B. Hill, both of
whom bailed out over the target area. F/O Hill whose aircraft had been hit by white
phosphorus flak, was sighted by a "Jukebox' B-17 which dropped him a lifeboat.

On 11 August 1945, four days later, F/O Hill was picked up by a Dumbe PBY, havipg
experienced considerable difficulty and several harrowing experiences while in Jap
waters. Captain Henley is missing.

On 9 August 1945, eighteen P-4TN's were airborne fop a group strafing and
rocket mission against Matsuyama Airfield, Shikolu, Four of these aircraft did not
reach the target. During the attack Lt. Fred A, Harrington, while making a minimum
altitude withdrawal after his rocket run, was seen to nose in the water while att-
empting to strafe a small boat. He had no opportunity to leave his aircraft. The
Squadron caused great damage to aireraft and installations on the airfaeld. While
enroute to base, the 19th Squadron saw a Japanese APD, then mistaken for a DD, be-
tween the islands of O-Shima and O-lMfinase Shima (Iyo-Nada), and immediately launched
a strafing attack against it. The ship jmmediately turned and headed for the beach.
Numerous fires and explosions were observed, and the ship was left a beached and
gutted hulk,beleived to be beyond salvage or repair. It is interesting to note that
on this attack foubteen P-47N's fired tnto Japanese installations 27 x 5 inch

rockets and no less than 19,415 rounds of .50 cal, ammnition, of which from 8,000

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED AW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

out.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

.this

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

_

ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, AAF (CoNT*D)

Narrative History: Continued

expended. Loaded 18 planes with Napalm for the tomorrow's missien. Started at
1800 and finished at 2300 P.M.

. with Mk-149 nose fuze on 8 planes, (4 rockets to a plane)
Napalm bombs, finishing at 2100.
1b. bombs each. It rained like hell all the time we were loading.

liomming, Group Ordnance Officer. Once again we loaded Napalm on 17 planes in the P.M.

17 planes were loaded with Napalm,
taken into the camp area for personnel there.
unloaded and regular 165 gal. gas tanks substituted.

the 19th as Ordnance and Armament Officer. All napalm tanks that were loaded on

planes were dropped at sea, as a result of Japanese pending peace negotiations.

4 Loaded Napalm in the rain until 01:30 A.L. for a 06:30 A.M, takeoff.

5 Mission returned and one fire bomb was said to be & dud. No ammunition was

6 17 planes expended a total of 17,755 rds. .50 cal. 12 barrels were burned
In the evening 19 planes were loaded with 2 x 1000 lb. bombs for tomorrow.

7. 2,120 rds. of ammo. and 8 machine gun barrels were expended.

8 Sqdn lost 2 planes and 795 rds. were expended. In the P.M. loaded rockets

9 Expended 16,775 rds. of ammo. That night 17 planes loaded and fuzed with

10 7,950 rds. of ammo expended. In the evening 17 ships loaded with 2 x 1000

11 All ammuntion in the hands of the troops were picked up per order of Capt.

12 1590 rds. of ammunition expended on todays mission. Group inspector gave

section a very satisfactory report following his inspection. In the evening

13 A gas and paratropper attack warning was given and at0l00, smmunition was

1, Mission scheduled for Napalm bombing was cancelled. Napalm tanks were

15 Lt. Wallace former Ordnance Officer of the 73rd Fighter Squadron came into
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WANIZATI(HAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, AAF (CONT'D)
Chronological History; 1 August 1945 = 15 August 1945

1.

2.

3.
b

Sa

e

7s

8.

9.

18 P-LTN's Dive-Bombed railroad bridge at Sendai, Kyushu. Each plane
carried 2 x 1000 1b. G.P. bombs each. E,sults were excellent.

As a result of high winds, low ceiling, and intermittent rain squalls, all
planes were grounded.

A continuation of bad weather held sircraft on the ground.

No flying as a result of weather.
Air raid siren blew at 0125, but bogies did not come over the island.

Five (5) enemy aircraff were plotted by Air Defense Radar, between period
014l and 0400, One (1) enemy aircraft shot down by P-61 and one by A/A.
Two bombs dropped offshore. No damage to personnel or installations.

18 P=47N's combined with planes of the other two squadrons in the group,
fire~bombed a possible jet plant (aircraft) at Tarumizu, Kyusjm.

One air raid lasting 2 hours. Two enemy planes over the island, but no bombs
were dropped.

18 planes fire-bombed Miyakonojo City, Kyushu. Retiring from the target, pilets
report the city enveloped by fire.

There were two alerts at Ie Shima caused by enemy aircraft. One bomb thought
to be a 500 1b, white phosphorous incendiary type, destroyed & P-51's and
damaged 6 others. No personnel injured. One enemy plane probably destroyed,
and 1 damaged.

18 P-47N's dive bombed nitrogen fixation plant at Minamata, Kjushu, Japan.

34 x 1000 1b, G.P. bombs dropped on the target with excellent results,

18 P=-47's were ordered to escort B-29's to Yawata, to cover B-29's attempting
to knock out the Pittsburgh of Japan. On this mission two (2) of our filots
were forced to bail out in the wicinity of the target area., Capt. Henley's
chute was observed and he was seen to land in the water, however, F/0 Hill,
the other pilot's position is not definitely known, Lt. Cuneo of this Sqdn.
destroyed a Jap "Frank" in a brief engagement, and damaged another. One Zeke
was damaged by Lt. Germain, and one George and one Tojo were damaged by Lt.
Fuller and Lt. Cumeo. This is the first time the squadron has engaged the
enemy in aerial combat for some time.

18 planes of this squadron were ordered to rocket and strafe Matsayams Airfield,
Shikoku, Japan. We regretfully report that another one of our pilets was killed
in action on this mission, However the squadron proudly reports the complete
destruction of of an APD (armed transport) which was set afire and exploded by
the persistent strafing and rocket runs of our pilots in spite of heavy return
fire on the initial and second passes.

Four alerts for this period but no enemy aircraft over the island.
18 P-47's fire-bombed Kumamoto City, Kyushu, but results were undetermined
because of heavy smoke.

No air alerts sounded during this period.
18 P-47's ordered te Dive-Bomb RR bridge, Tomitaka, Kyushu, No direct hits
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ORGANTZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, AAF (CONT'D)
Chronological History: Continued

were observed. 28 x 1000 1lb. G.P, bombs were dropped in the target area, and

hits were observed on two other bridges, one on each side of the primary target.

At 1600, F/0 Hill who was shot down north of Yawata, while on a B=29 escort mission
the 8th of August, was picked up by a Dumbo (PEM rescue plane). Although in good
physical condition, F/0 Hill was quite weak as a result of not eating any food
throughout the his three day attempt to aveid capture by the Japs.

The U.5.8. Pennsylvania laying on the east side of Okinawa was reported hit by
2 bomb or torpedo last night. Casualties are believed high, but no details are
available at this time.

16 P-47's fire-bombed Miyagzali Industrial Area but results are unknown becasue
of poor visability and the large amounts of smoke in the area.

Two red alerts during this period. dJust prior to the second alert a ship was
reported hit. A Baka bomb was reported sighted over Buckner Bay, Okinawa, and
several others were reported in the area, but were not confirmed.

As a result of announcement made by the Radio Tokyo, of their desire to bring
about a termination of hostilities with the U.3., it is believed the war is just
about over. For that reason no bombing or strafing missions were ordered by

our higher echelons.

In place of our usually scheduled bombing missions, this squadron was ordered to
malle a Fighter Sweep of the Tokyo Area. Our fighters patrolled the area of Tokyo,
and no enemy fighters were encountered or enemy anti-aireraft fire observed.

Although Japan has expressed their desire for peace, 16 of our planes on a
Fighter Sweep over the Osaka-Nagoya area enoountered heavy flak. None of our
planes were damaged.

Despite peawe negotiations in the making, and the apparent end of the war, a
number of unidentified aircraft were in this area. Two Jap planes wers in the
area last night. Both Jap planes crashed-dived Theya Shima an island 10-15 miles
north of here, one crashing into a gun position ecausing injuries to several of
the gu. crew, and the other plane crashing on the beach.

No flying ordered for this date.
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| ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, AAF (CONT'D)
INDIVIDURL FITOT NARRATIVE STATEMENT

On 8 August 1945, F/O Jessie B, Hill, flying a P-47N, number L4-88111, was
hit by a burst of white phosphorous flak at about 1020, at an altitude between 25000
and 27000 feet, off the northern tip of Kyushu. Fragments struck the left wing in
several places, and started a fire in the fuselage just aft of the cockpit. The
cockpit immediately filled with smoke and hydraculic fluid. F/0 Hill jettisoned the
canopy, rolled the ship onto it's back, and attempted to fall free. When he released
the stick, however, the aircraft nosed dewn, holfding him in thehcockpit from 30 to
60 seconds., When Hill fell free, he allowed himself to fall about five thousand feet
before opening his chute. At this time he moted that the silk was soaked in hydraulic
fluid, although it did not interfere with the opening of the chute. He then lit a
cigarette, took out a pocket compass, and oriented himself. He undid his chest strap
and leg straps, and rode the chute into the water. He recommends this procedure
highly, since it was impossible for him to accurately judge his height over the water.
He landed easily, avioding entanglement with his chute. He experienced momentary
‘panic, and some difficulty in inflating his life vest. However, he easily inflated and
boarded his dinghy. :

In less than 30 minutes, a B-17 sighted him and dropped a life-boat. The drop
was very good, and he reached and boarded the boat without difficulty. He immediately
attempted to start the engine of the boat, and broke the starter of one engine. He
worked on the other engine until he was forced to rest by the heat. About 1600, five
hours later, he managed to start one engine. He immediately took up the course of
210° as instructed by a note dropped by the B-17, with the intention of holding it
for LO miles, about five hours, to the appointed rendegvous. About 1930, he was
forced to stop his engine because of the danger of running aground in the darkness
on one of the many small islands. He kept watch all night, starting the engine twice
when he drifted too close onshore.

On the morning of 9 August, F/0 Hill started his engine about 0400, and ran
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ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, AAF (CONT'D)
until 1000, when he forced to stop to allow the engine to cool. One hour later he
attempted to start the engine, with no success. He worked until about 1630, when
he drifted within 200 yards off the shore and within 1/4 mile of a cargo vessel,
which began to signal to him with a blinker. At this time he decided all hope was
gone and destroyed his maps and papers by tearing them into amall pieces and scat-
tering them in the ocean. Then he started to dismantle and repair the engine with
the broken starter., This engine started on the sefond try, and Hill took up his
course of 210°. He proceeded on course until 1730, when the water began to get
rough and rain began to fall. His engine stopped, but started in about fifteen
‘ minutes. He continued on course until about 2030, when he was forced to stop by
darkness. The water was rougher, and he drifted close to shore, so he started the
engine and ran for about half and hour away from shore.

About OLOO on the morning of 10 August, (his third day in the boat) he found
himself back at his starting place of the day before. He started his engine, which
was stopped gbout 0600 by rough water and rain. About one hour later it started,
and he ran until 1100, when he was heading into open sea. The other engine started =
easily, and he ran until about 1600, when he decided he was at the medting point with

. the Dumbo. He then oiled and repaired the engines and put the boat and gear in shape.
He also ate a little food, his first since he was forced down. During the day he .
had observed several enemy aircraft, probably Dinahs, and had heard many at night.

He studied his charts until dark, and then slept, the first real sleep since he was
forced down.

On the morning of 11 August, he awoke about 0400 and worked on his engines.

He started one engine and heated a can of soup, his first real food. It was diffi-
cult for him to retain even this. At 0600 he took up a course of 240° at 0600 and
held it until 0840, at wiich time he was sighted by two Privateers. They circled

him until he was picked up by a Dumbo at 1200I.

l F/0 Hill made several recommendations for changes of rescue equipment. He
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