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l qs' H FI GHT   S  Ui    ,OIJ, AAF

318rj   FI   HT  c  ,GUP
S  'Vr  i'1' H AI R a ORCE

A.R dY AI H FOHCrS , PACI FI C OC:  Ai1   R  S
A. P . O.   21t11

,  i "
._.__.___

ORGt1NI 7  .qTI I  ìAL HI STORY, 1 9t h FI tr ifi i   SQUhDROPi , 318'I'H FI GI-?T 
GHOUP  SEV3 dTH AI R FORC: .

Apr i l 1 , l yl 5 - Apr i l 30, 1 945

1 . On 1 Apr i l , 1 91 5,
1 0 Of f i c er +s an d 50 enl i s t ed men   3.t h t he

Squadron airplanes, moved to Kobler  ld, Saipan M .I. and

w er e pl a c ed on DS   / Det Hq . 31 8t h   ' t r . Gp . Th e monrelaent
took 30 minutes, ,

 
 

t he 6t h A t h e S ua dr on l e f t̀ Ka   nan Pui nt  ' i .el d , Sai pan ,On pril q
' Mar i ana s I s l and s t o or ac eed t o n e  r per manent st a t i on , vri t h
• 1? Of i i c er s and 16 2   il .

i s t ed  , en . Ar r i v ed at Tar  .ioa$ Har bor ,
  Sa i p an , M. I . at 1 1  5 , Lt5 mi nut e s a,f t e r t he l a st  saxa had l e  t̀

Ka g  na.n Poi nt j;i el d . '  r r i v ed a t n etiY per iaan ent st afa on a t I E
Sh3ssa, Ryukyu Islands, 30 April, at 1130 I.

2. Losses i
.n action - Negative

3 . A  ar d s an d Dec or a t i on s - Idegat i v e

 t, Organization - Negative

5
. Strength: (Fersonnel)

1 Apr i l 30 Apr :i1.

-
" 

  pf f i c er s - 73 Of f i c e r s - ?1
  il .i st ed   ien - 21

. 
6 Enl i st ed   ren - 2117

6 .   t r engt h : (Ai r pl .an es )

1 Apr i l
.

30   

22 P- 47D  s 37 P- Zt?N  s
1 P- 1, 7N

7 . Lo s s e s : (Ai.r p].an e s ) . ; _  - .'   •Iione .      _ 
. ,   •_
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O  ANI?,ATIdNAL   STC iY, Z9TH FIG  ,'ER SQIIADRC 1, A  F. (CON T)   '
 

I arrs t i  rs Ai st ori s

Oa Apri l l , 19l  s al l f l yi ng Per somlel , at d a saal l

ar enr ei aecl  ai ce, radi o a en, as d at . r,3r ers , l el t Fa st Fi el d, aad

aet vp ior traiaiag snd operations at Hobler Field, Saipaa. A 'ter

arri vi ag at Kobl er Fi e1d t he equadron began e ochangfng P- l ?D  • i or

P- + t71Q  s and by t he t   +eat i at h at Apri l , 3? P-d ?N  a ha d been aasi   ued

t.a t     t t i t .
Al l p i l Ot A 719 r e Ch BC$ 9 [  Ot  'i 'h t t.h C  rN n  

.
t .h O t  'r

di   f i cul t   dur i   t h e l at t e r part of t he rnoath. Th  t f aw d t he genr

,
• pl ans a®r e s an. u  erabl e and a l i t t l e f as t ar t heua t he  D". 8awe. ar,

at ti er shoot i ng a i e  r l aadi nge i n t he   id", al l pi l ot   a  ree t hat i t

' i a def i n:Lt el g nos e heavy , aad care mu.at be t ake a i n ap pl   ri ng ti rakea .

On Apr31 29, 191 5, t he f i r st l ong raa ge ai ss i on tri t h

the p- 7N s  as dispatched !Ym Kebler. The striks   s cosposed .i

t  rent y (20) P- lt7 +a aad t hr ee (3) na ri .gat i on e scvr t 8- 29  s . The

ob  eet i Te ef t he  oi eei am   as t e et i  tloe t a c'ge t e ef appor tuni t y at

Tr slc. T1 e f 1i .  t a arri ved o . ear t lye t ar get at 1130b aad at t aaked
 
   ai rf i el ds and ai r iaiat al l at i oaa at Moem, Para t, as d Et em  i sla ada.   

8ean].t s of t he et raYi ag at t acka wer e vadet e  i ned aa t here r ers
. 

no f i r es obaer ved. Yeagx'e, i naccnrat e, coat i na aaal g poi nt ed, heary

   ,
/A  a9 ericountered over the target. None oi onr psanes  ere daaageds

a
aed all retaraed to base.

; Tbe   *ow d eachel on bs gs n l eadi ag vpera.t i ona . n
`
  AP  - 3rd. Cargo was pt t aboard t lae   5S   1  :   à  i$ . and t roo     ere
I - '
' l oaded aboar d t he US,S Kearrore oa Apri l 6 . T1s  . quadron eert sai l

f r oa Sai .pae on t he n orai ng ot Apr i.l ?, 1945 . Oar comnrl cons i at ed

- 1 •

ti   1 '   "   ; e F " "  
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  .
ORC  1tdI ' ATI OI    Z 1-Ci  T03Y, 1 9t h FI G ?T :  S  tJ  DRON, AAF.

(CC1    T) . ,
IJa rrat i v e Hi s t or y  Con   t :

of t he Kerunor e and de st r oy er e s c ort , Th e f ix st f ew day s at s ea

 rere uneveutful. The xeather  as good and the aquadron had only

isolated cases of seasic  ess. Quarters and messing facilitiea

f or bot h of f i c er s and enLi s t ed men  +ner e e  oce l l ent , The f ood   ra s

much better tha.n  e ha,d been accusto ed to  hile stationed at

Saipan.

On I  onday , Apr i l 9, 1 91  5 , t he convoy put i nt o t he
twelv•

lagoon at Ulithi. The Kenmore anchAred there for ta t days Raiting

_ f or t he f ormat i on of a l ar ge c omro y t o be f ormed . Whi l e at anc hor
i

al .l per s onnel aboard  rer e a f f orded t he op por t uni t y t o go a s hor e at

Mog Mog, the Navy recreation island i
.n

that area.   ocellent

r ec r eat i on f ac i l i t i e s vrer e av ai l abl e , and i t pr ov ed t o be a  rel c ome

c hange f r o®n t he l i mi t ed f ac i l i t i ea aboar d s hi p .

  'fhi l e na3.t i ng at Ul i t hi nu®erous l ec t ur e s wer a gi v en

to all troop personnel by the squadron intelligence officer,

ordnance officer, medical officer, and troop commander. The

inte111gence officer covered in detail the operation and the

. s quadr on   s p  r t i n t he op er a t i o n, t he geo gr ap  * of t he ar ea i n

  rhi ch *e vro ul d Ue bas ed, enem,y capabi l i t i es , oens or shi p, and securi t p.
The ordnance officer discussed booby traps, laad mines, and Jap

ordnaac e equi pment . The f l i g,ht surgeon caut i oned t he men about henl t h

conditions to be encountered on pkina ra,

On gpril 19th the Kenmore  oined nine other troop

transporta and cargo ships, fonr LCI a, one net tender, two DD s,

and a DE. Thia convo  departed fro a 021thi on that day bovnd for

Okinawa.

-2-
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..  . • . _' Q  IZATIC    ISTORY  l   'PH   'IQ  BR SQ  AD80    AAF  COB T) .

,
Xarrat i . e ffi s   os  r Con  t = -

As t bs ao  s ea ced O d ns ws t ha a  cd e t T a!

a11 per aomael 3. arcreaeed . Fra a peri od ot l ort y- ei g  haurs t he

co  was l ol l o  ed b r dap ssme . IIpaai t   a accass i one t he   ta i  

t he oo  y at t a aked Jap snbs w3.t h depr  h ah4rgeo, aad i t i s bal i e .  s l

t hat va  e o! t Le anbs   aa def 3a i t e l y etimk. Ti s eomc  s of f sred no

l vs s oac   . age dnri s g i t a t ri p t o OkLneosa .

The coa  . +s  arr3.Ted at Old  n  a   Apri l 2bt h. Ths

geao wr e pnt i nt o t he t raaapor t ar ea at Ta  i ®r a l enr  r nrs , aad

  t  hea i t   ras arrder ed t o t be t ramspox t aras at I e Sffi  . a. Dne ts  t he

t aat i cal ei t nat i oa  at cgd nt  ra t he squadroas   ae i af araed t bst i t

. onl d n  t op.erat e ot t e! t he f i el d ori   11, aes i gped {pa ra) 1 nt .

s ru,  d go ae  e at I e Sl  aud oaav p  t he l i el    t hea e . tlpoa   

arri r al at I e Sb3a a t he sqaa+droa h rd t o r es a3n ab. ard ahf,p m ct i l

asmor e t he i sl a  td ca®m andvr . Tbet eP t h e Keea roa 'eoalled b   
,

a  w ed l ra . t he t z auspo rt ar ea at I e Sk3aa anst anchored 3n l agD 1P a

for the a3ght. Shipping at  ago Waa  aa u der eust  aed air attack

 ,
t hraug  tt t he a3ggt , bat saf l ar ed ao l osae a, The l el l  n 3n g d  r

I
 , '  t he genr o  e ,Nae oraeredt t o t he t ransport area at Yoa tas . Tls;t ai g  t  
I
'
  the aargo ahip      ,  h bad rssained at Naago Aau   as
  ., . . .

  raaaec  b  a Jap eui ci de pl   e . Tber o  rare ao cam al t i es ea! l ared -
_

 
 , aaoag t hs peacs o nn01, bnt t he aquadron l os t aeweral .  e  Lcl ea, _

   . 50 aal . a®atmi t i oe , sad so  e rocket s , The res ai ni ng eqni   ea 
 

  as e  aatt us ]1T yol oaded  ri t bout l os a .  

  The Keasiare ra   ai t ed at Ta nt ag   tt 31 Ap ci ]. 3  .  i
 
,

  ari ng i t a s t.  y t h er e i t   as wader dai l T ai r at t ack bs,t sat f er ed

  av dsmage, al t bc ug  ot her aloi ga at amchor i n t   te are a  re cre   t l  eri  
s m k er da . aged.

On Apri l 3  s 19 t5        t  aabor e at .

;    .
- 3 - '       

..
  i .
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OR.G:UJỲ i TI OId  L HI Si ORY, 19'  h r T_GI:i   "  S  Ut1nRCI 1,  i . 1r .
(COiJ i )

tdarrative History Con t:

I e Sh'i.ma . Upon a.r: i v al at t he s i t e a s s i gned f or our camp ar ea

i t was f o and t hat t he ar ea was st i l  ! tni ned .  'rhi l e t he ent i r e gr oup

wai t ed, s a  per s demi ned a s inal l ar ea wher e pup t ent s r rer e s et u f  ,

fox holes dug, guard posts sssiguod, and the squadron settled do m

f or t he ni gYrt , J ap sni per s   er e act i v e dur i ng t he ni ght , but no

casualties resulted. The island  ras under Jap air attack du rin g the

maj or por ci on of t he ni ght .

 

 

!

-4-
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o  a  rziTra a. L Hisra  r, i q  x 1  aH  sr    oN    eF (C.  ,t  i )

Chrrrrel eKi eal Hi at . ry, 1 l pari l   30 Apri l 19h5
1, 8t  +i . aect i . tu paald   t t . i r e q  i pv. at prep  at . ry t . ar.Yi r  ,
2 . 3qi a . ms3rit ai n.  i aa 8 shi p a1. r t . Psald.  st i l l cent i aw a.  

3. ltai nt ai a. A an al . rt s t at u. wi t h 8 pl . aa t r. m 0600 t . 1B3oI . 3s t f . nal
• qui p rent i . b. i a  r  . w i i ewa t . t h.  leclcs at ?ati apa  Harb. r;  -

1E. F  ri n  t r ai a tn  e. nsi s t,ei . t . o. Nt r u tki nQ a i a i e  (2 phaa  s ) atai a
ai mul at .   st raf t i nQ mi asi . a . 0 9ai paq aut . aat i s rN. ap. Aa.   Z pl ans )
The   . ve eent et Sqi a, aarK. t . t he i ,eQks cs t i .nu. A.

5. Pi l . t s t l . ir LO ch. ck- . ut t l i Khht a i n t he aew P  h?! 1 t res K. bl er Fi el i .Z' w pl ana w. re f . rri eA t.e 4   ( P -l ?D' . }   t  te nsK P  e f   47N  s }
 r. re t l e  baak . Cspt . St et t er as au u i ceaie aai . t Gr. a  ri   cti . l . a i a t hs 
abaaeaes. et l[a  .   Pi 111ams , wli. haa e rmei t . K. bl . r Fi . l A, 3ai paay  wdt h
rl,r0 et t i aer s an i 50 . nl i s t . l m. a. L t Lt . A]  r.  i. Garaa, . t t hi s   qi a ,waa traasl.rre  t. Hq. 318th Fi ht.r C p.

6. Pern a  nt chan  . ef st at i e8 . Let t Ka  arl pri at p'i e]al 3a3pan, ltari aau
I s l an ia, vri t h 17 et t i cera, ani l b2 enl i at e l men, at ] .1,Q4 . Ar r i vei at
TanapaQ Harber at 1l,t 5. B. arAe t 33 Kerra. r. t . pr . c. e i by wzt . r t . rre ri a t i nat i • n . I n a hii t i . n 1 et t i e. r a•ni q enl 3.at .  l m. n bear i ei t h. 33
Hall Y•un  .ur car . ship ala• te preae.i te .ur  lestinatien.Me an  hi.l e t rai r i n  c. nt i nus s at Kebl er Fi el A, wher. t h. pi l at a et . ur er-
Qani aat i en c. r t i nut t e t araf l ari ae t herass l ve s rd t h t he nn r p- ,[i7N,

  . 7 et t TaaapaQ Harb. r  Sai paa  i. I , sb. wrl SS K. n a. re at 0700 , aarl pr . cee.lsA
s . ut h . K. pt t h. i sl zn  s . t t h. . eut hern l[a ti anas i n ss ght t hra   hsut t he
 l  y . Th. s. a i a aal a . -

   
, At a. a snreut e t . nex at at i . n. Se a ca,7  s rsl . vsry. ne ssema t . be • ccupi e i

en i et ai l a , rsai i a  , an  cari     ns a. Dl . ral . hi Qh .
9 • Anch. r . .i at II l i t hi , 1 i   +  n Car. l i aea, at 0700 enraut e t e n.  r 9t at i . n.Thi s i s apparent l y trher: srs ar e t . rs t  e zveus xi t h a l : rQ. o. nw p pri . r t .

preeee ii nE t e sur aetr st at i . n. I t i a hard t . i m.aBi s e t h. t rem enrieus aca. uHt
t e Naval anZ l er ch:u t L[ari n. t . nna,Ke h. re . 3hi ps aa t ar as t hs eye ceul it
see. H.re c.nyeys are f.xmel that xill carry tr8aps an leesential xar
mxterials a, ainat the Japanese. It is a,ls• th. baas frem rhieh the faat
c arri . r t l eet a eperat e t hat r.  un t he Paci f i c   i vi ng•t he Jape a ba i t i m. .

9 . St i l l anehere  l at Ul i t hi . P, r. ry. ne  r. ul  i ].i ks t . $et aah. re .

10. Anch.r.l at Ulithi.

11. Remainsi anch.re l at Ulithi until ths 20th. Durin  thia  tie e all psra.nn.l
e caupi e l t hemsel vs 9 wi t h vari e l  tut i a , pl ay.  i earda, apecul at . .i as t . eur

  nex de s t i nat i . n . Al l p. r a . n ae l tro nt ahh. re at l eaa t • ACe t . ][.   LL   I al zttl .t
20 . Ir. f t Ul i t hi at 1?30 snr. ut e t . ne r at at i . n ani acc. mp  ni.e  i bq 9 et her

  tranap.rt$ and carK• ships. B,ee.rt.: by 2 l.atr.yers, 1 ii estr.yer esc.rt,
  1  oc au d l ar y cr at t (n. t t ani er ) , r - _1   °'   

.,
      :

.'. !

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

:
u/ •

• •

 
. .01  AhrI ZATI ONAL HI STORY, 19TN FI(  iT  R 3(.  IADRAN, AAF (C• nt   d  •

Chr.n.1.K3.ca
1 Hist.ry (C.nt'i)

21. At ssa snreute te a  r statian, Remaa.ne
i at aea until the 26th, xith

n.thirng but a e.uple •f   thm.ar
ins al.rts t. break the rn.n.t. y.

26. Dr.ppe t anch.r at Okinaxa Gunt.., R.I. at 1545. T tal iistsuce trzvels t

  :ppr . xi mzt e l ,y
1300 mi

.
l . a . Aa   s appr . ache d Oki n awa , ar t i ]1 .ary an l Nav al

aYu l l i np, i s aent i nu. us ly evi .tent . I  any Yi i 't s ar e s bs e r v.  i behi n l J ap
l i ne s .

• 27 .  trichere  at Oki nawa Gunt . R. I . Ai r r ai l a.l.ert s at 2045   i z330 • I t t a
z hs l pl e as f eel i raK, anch. rel i n an aro a t h. .t pr. v i .ie s auch a l ucr at i ve
t z.ri et f . r aui ci i al . pi l . t s .

28 . Anch. r.  l at Oki:n4wa ( ¢Sit • R. I . Uni ex  r. nt 8 6. ur ai r r ai .l al . rt c. ma snci ni
at 1900 . N. dam  e t . per s. nnel er ahi p. L  e ry . ne i a anxi eu.e t e Ket

  ash.re.

29. St i L1 x ch. re l at Oki.n  x a. Pr. ce e.la.l t . IE StLi.m:  , b  t ret ura. l t . Qki naus
f . r t t . ni Qht . Ai r rai l zls r t at 2100 .

3d. D.bark®.1 fr.m 3S Ksnm.re at iE Shima at 1130. The islanl app.are t. b.
in K•.1 shap. lr.a a p.int   mile effsh.r.. A• learne lthat eur carKe
shi p   d.t h ene • f f i oer an1 9 .   s t a1 men f r. aa t hi a Sqi n. ha  b. . n hi t
xhsn a J ap t f Qht er + or aeh di vei a i at e i t t he ni Bht . Y t he 27t h. Id.
psrs.nnel frem the 19th t̀tr, aq. hurt.
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