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o abeniog STERED TR,
HTADQUARTZRS Auth:  CO 318th Fir (M%
. 4
318TH FIGHTYR GROUP, AAF Initials: -7 J. 0
AP0, # 244 Datet 1 Harch 132:5’
In rsply refer to? 1 March 1945,

219,16

SUBJTCT: Intelligence Report.
TO t See Distribution.

1. The following report covers the operations of the 318th Fighter Group,
AAF, during the period 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945 inclusive.

a» Total Sorties (Combat) Dispatehed.

19th Fighter Sauadron 69

73rd Fighter Squadron 67

333d Fighter Squadron 72

. 6th Night Fighter Squadron o
TOTAL 208

b. Total Sorties (Combat) Abortive.

19%h Fighter Squadron 5
73rd Fighter Squedron 12
333d Fighter Squadron 8
6th Fight Fighter Squadron 0
W TOTAL 25
c. Total Sorties (CAP) Dispatched.
19th Fighter Squadron 43
7%rd Fighter Squadron 486
%233 FPightor Squedron 421
6th Night Fighter Squadron 1
o s
. d. Total Houre Flown.'
19th Fighter Squadron 1,270
73rd Fighter Squadron 1,276
333d Fighter Squadron 1,200
. 6th Night Fighter Squadron
TOTAL ,196
¢+ Bowb Tonnages Dropned.
#19th Fighter Squadron 8  (short tona;
*73rd Fighter Squadron 8.5 (short tons
TOTAL 16.5 (short tons)

* A1l bombs dropned were wing tanke filled with Yapalm.
f. Total Rounds of Amnunition.

»50 Calibzr & it

19th Fightor Squadron 12,005
7%rd Fightor Squadrén 4,580
333d Fighter Squadron -
TOTAL %
S9CRIT “«1s STCRTT
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5 Sy SETORET .
Intelligence Report, 1 March 1945, Continued.
20mm Ammunition,
19th Fighter Squadron 589
T3rd Fighter Squadron 552
333d Fighter Squadron 5%[
TOTAL 1,648
g. Our Casualties.
Killed 2 (See romarks below)
Wounded 0 B
Mipsing 0
TOTAL 2

REMARKS 1

5 Febe 2nd Lt. DAVIS G. DUKRT, 0-692144, was lost 70 miles cast of Minami Rock
when he, for some unkmown reason, was forced to ditch his eirplanc. The
flight had let down to the deek end was flying at an altitude of approx=
imately 50 feot when Lt, DUKET called in over ths radic stating that he
was in trouble. He pulled up slightly, released his rewaining external
tank, -and ditched. Tha plane nosed over as scon as it hit the water,and
although one of the escorting B-29's reported eeeing a 1ife raft, it is
bolieved that the pilot never cleared the plane a5 an oxtensive search
proved unsucecessful in locating any trace of pilot or plane.

10 Feb. OCaptain CYRUS M. BIRNTY, 0-428800, was lost over Iwo Jima while on an
escort mission. Witnesses roport that Capt., BIRNEY's planc had beon hit
by A/A. He left the formation smeking badly and was attacked by en oncuy
Z%K2, Yhon last seon, Capt. BIRNTY was in a shallow, high spoed, control-
led dive and hie plane wae omitting emoks. At thie point, the cnemy
fightor was obsorved to break off the attack and hoad toward Two Jima.
Inteorcoption was made and destruction of the onomy ZRER accompliahed.
Search of tho area for trace of Capt. BIRNEY or his plane was negativo.

he Our Aircraft Losses.
Combat 5 P=38L's (Soo romarks below)
Operational 1 P-470 (Sec romarks below)
Cther 0
TOTAL % P-38L's
1 P-4

RETMARKS @

3 Fobs  P=38L No. 44-24452 wae lost at sea 7O wiles cast of Minami Roek. For
complete detsils, see remarks under Par g. above. (Lt. DUKET)

10 Fobe P-38L No. 44-24453 was lost off Iwo Jima. Seo ramerks under Par g+ above.
(Capt. BIRNTY)

- 2 - .

STCRET - © BICRTT

PR P TS T B I

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

r

= » - SECRET
Intelligence Roport, 1 March 1945, Continued.

15 Foba P-38L No. 44-24451, piloted by 2nd Lt, VICTOR C. BESCHE, was demaged
beyond repair when foreed te meko a bolly landing on roturn from =
strike on Iwo Jima. Tho landing goar would not lower and lock into
pogition due to failure of the hydraulic systome It ia belioved that
failuro resulted from damage dono by 20mm hits rocoived ovor target.

18 Feb. P-47D No. 43-25457, piloted by 2nd Lt. J. T, SPIVEY, was complotely
destroycd by fire when the loft tire blew out on teke-off causing
the plene to veer sherply to the laoft, hitting the base of tho control
tower and a tont immodiately adjamcent which was used by the base MP's
a8 a-hondquarters. Tho. plane caught firo immediately and burned. Four
men of the 364th Service Group who were in the tent hit by tho plane
were either killed by tho impact of the plane when it struck the tent
or died as the result of burme from the fire that followed.

1. Pnomy Aireraft Destroyed. (Airborne)

. 5 i PLACT OF 2

DLTR FILOT SQDN DYETRUCTION NU.&% TYFT A/C
2-11 Capt. Judge T. Wolfo 3350 Iwo Jima 2 Bettys

2-11 1lst Lt. %verett L. Ballum 334 Iwo Jime 1 Betty

2-11  1lst Lt. Henry M. Stampe 19th Ivo Jima 1 Botty

2-11 2nd Lt. John R. Donohue 19th Iwo Jima 1 Zoke

2=11 1st Lt. Wayne 4. Duorschmidt 3334 Iwo Jima 1 Zeke

2-11 F/0 Harry W. James 3334 Iwo Jima 1 Zoka

For the Group Commander:

. 7 ha i
. Q,Twﬂ'o-«c‘// ¥ £ unsi, / )
PREDSRICK H. DTAMANT -
Major, Air Corps,
mSTH'IBU'FIUNI' 3 o 2-

3 Copics = Director of Intolligenco, AAFPOA
3 Copies = CTF 93,

3 Copics - CTU 94,4,1

3 Copics - A-2, Sevonth Air Forco

5 Copics - A-2, VII Fightor Command

3 Copios -~ Tach Sqdn., 318th Gp.

STORIT STCRET
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318TH FIGHTYR GROUP, AAF

A.P.O. # 2Uh

In reply refer to!

Intelligence Report.

82e Distribution.

| ,

SECRET

Auth:_ CO %l&t.h Ftr Gp A'T
Date: 1 Tarch 1915

1 March 1945,

1. The following report covers the operations of the 518th Fighter Group,
AAF, during the vperiod 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945 inolusive.

Total Scrtiss (Cowbat) Dispatehed,

19th Fighter Squadron

T3rd Fighter Squadron

3354 Fighter Squedron

6th Night Fightor Squadren
TCTAL

Total Sorties (Combat) Abortive.
19th Fighter Squadron
T5rd Fighter Squadron
533d Fighter Squadron
6th Fight Fighter Squadron
TOTAL

Total Sorties (CAP) Dispatched.

19th Fighter Squadron

72rd Fighter Squadron

3334 Fighter Squadron

6th Night Fighter Squadron
TOTAL

Total Hours Flown.

19th Fighter Squadren

T5rd Fighter Squadron

535d Fighter Squadron

6th Night Fighter Squedron
TCTAL

Bomb Tonnagse Dropned.
*19th Fighter Squadron
*73rd Fighter Squadron

TOTAL

69
67
72
=0
208

43)
484
401

i

1,270
1,276
1,290

E,19§

8

gl

(short tons)
(short tons)
(short tons)

* All bowbs dropned were wing tanks £illed with Napalwm.

Total Rounds of Ammunition.

<50 Califzr Emmumition.

19th Fightor Squadron

73rd Pighter Squadron

3534 Fighter Squadron
TOTAL

S 1

12,005
4,580

e

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

Wt , - SECRET : :

— o ————

Intelligenocs Report, 1 March 1945, Continued.

20w Armunition.

19th Fighter Squedron 589
75rd Fighter Squadron 552
333d Fighter Squadron 0

TOTAL

T

g+ Our Casualties.

Killed 2 (See rewmarks below)
Wound ed : 0
Missing 0
TOTAL 2
RTMARKS
3 Feb. 2nd Lt. DAVIS G. DUKET, 0-692144, wae lost 70 miles cast of Minami Rock

; when he, for some unknown reason, wae forced to ditch his airplene. The
. flight had let down to the deck end was flying at an altitude of approx-

imately 50 foet when Lt. DUKET called in over thes radio stating that he
wa8 in trouble. He pulled up slightly, released his rewaining oxternal
tank, and ditched. The plane noscd over ae soon as it hit the wator,and
although one of the escerting B-29's roported seeing a life raft, it is
balie;ad that the pilot never cleared the plane a8 an oxtensive search
proved unsuccessful in locating any trace of pilot or plane.

10 Feb. Oaptain CYRUS M. BIRNTY, 0-428800, was lost over Iwo Jima whilo on an
escort mission. Witnesses report that Capt, BIRNEY's plane had beon hit
by A/A. Ho left the formation smoking badly and wae attacked by an enemy
ZTHE. When last seon, Capt. BIRNTY wes in a shallow, high speed, control-
led dive and his planc wae ewitting smoke. At this point, the enemy
fightor was obscrved to break off tho attack and hoad toward Iwo Jima.
Intercoption wae mado and destruction of tho onemy ZTXE accomplinhed .
Search of the arca for traco of Capt. BIRNEY or his plane wes nogativo.

® e

Our Aircraft Losses.

Combat 3 P-38L'sa (Spo romarks below)
Operational 1 P-47D (Sec romarks below)
Cther O
TOTAL ) P-zﬁb'a
1 p-km
REMARKS 3
5 Fobs  P=38L Wo. 44-24452 wae lost at sea 70 wiles sast of Minawi Rosk. For
comploto details, seo remarks under Par g. above. (Lt. DUKET)
10 Fobs P-38L No. 44-24453 was lost off Iwo Jima. Sec remarks under Par g. mbove.
(Capt. BIRNEY)
g .
JTCRET * S3CR7T

L - i y : oo div M CATY SR o SRR
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Intelligence Roport, 1 March 1945, Centinuoed,

15 Feb. P-38L No. 44-24451, piloted by 2nd Lt. VICTOR C. BYSCHE, was damaged
beyond repair when forced to mako a ‘belly lending on roturn from =
strike on Iwo Jima. The landing goar would not lower and lock into
position duo to feilure of tho hydraulic eystoms It is bolioved that
failuro resulted from damage dono by 20wm hite rocoived ovor targot.

18 Fab. P-47D No. 43-25457, piloted by 2nd Lt. Jo T. SPIVEY, was completely
destroyod by fire when the laft tire blew out on teke=off causing
the plana to veor shervly to the left, hitting the bmee of the control
tower and = tont immodiately adjacent which was used by the base MP's
a8 a hondquartere. Tho.plane caught firo iwvedintely and burnecd. Four
men of the 364th Service Group who were in the teont hit by the plane
were eithor killed by the impact of the plane when it struck the tent
or died as the result of burme from the fira that followed.

1. Tnemy Aireraft Destroyed. (Airborne)

3 ' PLACT OF

DRTR PILOI SQDN DEETRUCTION NU.%& TYPT A/C

2-11 Capt. Judge ©. Wolfo 3334 Ivo Jima 2 Bettys

2-11 lst Lt. Sverett L. Balkum 3334 Iwo Jime 1 Betty

2-11 let It. Honry M. Stampo 19th Iwo Jiuwa 1 Betty

2=11 2nd L&+ John R. Donochue 19th Ivo Jima 1 Zoka

2=11 1lst Lt, Wayne A. Duorschmidt 333 Iwo Jima 1 Zeke

2-11 F/0 Harry W. James 3334 Iwo Jima 1 Zeko
For the Group Commander?

pEn
7/ A Z :
Q,?‘L PAM‘:M’»(? vl -/
FREDYRICK H. DRAMANT -~

. Major, Air Corps,

DISTRIBUT ION 1 8§ -2,

3 Copice = Director of Intelligenecc, AAFPOA

3 Copies = CTF 93.

3 Copios
3 Copics
3 Copiocs
3 Copios

STORET

=] CTU 9[‘}'.4-1

= A-2, Seventh Air Force
- A-2, VII Fighter Command
= Tach Sqdn., 318th Gp.
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CRET

: Auth:__ CO glsth Ftr Cp ALR
318TH FIGHTTR GROUP, AAF Initials: M. JALIS

HZADQUART®RS

AP.O,. # obl

In reply refer to!

319,16

SUBJRCT ¢

TO 1

Intelligence Report.

See Distribution.

SECRET

= Yareh L5

1 March 1945,

Date:

1. The following report covers the operations of the 318th Fighter Group,
AAT, during the period 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945 inclusive.

Qe

D

Ce

de

e

£,

Total Sorties (Combat) Dispatehed.

19th Fighter Squadron

73rd Fighter Squadron

3334 Fighter Squedron

6th Night Fightor Squadron
TCTAL

Total Sorties (Combat) Abortive.

19th Fighter Squadron

T2rd Fighter Squadron

3331 Fighter Squadron

6th Tight Fighter Squadron
TOTAL

Total Sorties (CAP) Dispatched.

19th Fighter Squadron

73rd Fighter Squadron

3331 Fightor Squadron

6th Night Fighter Squadron
TOTAL

Total Hours Flowm.

19th Fighter Squadron

75rd Fighter Squadron

3334 Fighter Squedron

6th Night Fightor Squadron
TCOTAL

Bomb Tonnages Dropned.
*19th Fighter Squadron
*75rd Fighter Squadron

TOTAL

5

12

8
R

25

=1
Lzg
Loy

TR

1,270
1,276
1,290

s

8 (short tons)

8.5 (short tons)
16.5 (short tons)

* A11 bombs dropned were wing tanks f£illed with Napalm.

Total Rounds of Ammunition.

220 Czliber Epmunition.

19th Fighter Squadron

73rd Fighter Squadron

333d Fighter Squadron
TOTAL

o

12,005
4,580

i

SECRTT
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Intelligence Report, 1 March 1945, Continued,

RTMARKS :

3 Feb.

10 Fehu

REMARKS :

5 Fob.

10 Feb.

STCRET

19th Fighter Squadron 589
73rd Fighter Squadron 552
0

333d Fighter Squedron 5 g
TOTAL : 1,6

g+ Our Casualties.

Killed 2 (See remarks below)
Woundad 0
Missing =

TOTAL 2

2nd Lt, DAVIS G. DUKRT, 0-692144, was lost 70 miles cast of Minami Rock
when he, for some unknown reason, was forced to ditch his eirplane. The
flight had lot down to the deck and wae flying at an altitude of approx=-
imately 50 feet when Lt. DUKET callad in over the radio stating that he
was in trouble. He pulled up slightly, roleased his remaining external
tank, ‘and ditched. The plane nosed over ae soon as it hit the wator,an’
although one of the escerting B-29's roported seeing a 1ife raft, it is
bolieved that the pilot nover cleared the plane as an oxtensive search
proved unsucccssful in locating any trace of pilot or plane.

Captain CYRUS M. BIRNTY, 0-428800, was lost over Iwo Jima whilo on an
escort missions Witnesses roport that Capt, BIRNEY's plane had beon hit
by A/A. He left the formation smoking badly end was attacked by an encmy
ZIKE, When lpst soon, Capt. BIRNZY was in a shallow, high speed, control=
led divo and his planc was emitting smoke. At this point, the cnemy
Tightor was observed to break off the attack and hoad toward Iwe Jime.
Interception was made and destruction of the onomy ZTXE accompliahcd.
Search of tho arca for traco of Capt. BIRNZY or his planc wes nogativo.

he Our Aireraft Losses.

Combat 3 P-38L's (Sec romarks below)
Operational 1 P=47D (Sec romarks below)
Cther uo
TOTAL 3 P-ZBL'S
1 P=47D

P-38L No. 44-24452 wap lost at sea 70 miles cast of Minami Rosk. For
completc details, seo remarks under Par g. above. (Lt. DUXTT)

P-38L No. 44~24453 wes lost off Iwo Jimn. Sec rowarks under Par gs abc--.
(Capt. BIRNTY)

-2 - 2 3

e ; R R R B TR
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18 Fab.

STCRET
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Intelligence Roport, 1 March 1945, Continucd.

P-38L No, 44-24451, piloted by 2nd Lt. VICTOR C. BUSCHE, wae demaged
beyond repair when forced to make a belly lending on roturn from a
strike on Iwo Jima. Tho landing gear would not lowor and lock into
position due to failure of tho hydrsulic systoms It is bolioved thnt
failurc resulted from damage dono by 20wm hite roceived ovor targot.

P-47D No. 43-25U57, piloted by 2nd Lt. J. T. SPIVEY, was complotely
destroyod by fire when the left tirs blew out on teke=off causing

the plane to veer sharply to the loft, hitting the base of tho control
tower and = tont immodiately adjacent which was used by the base MP's
a8 a.-hondquertore. Tho. plane caught fire imsediately and burned. Four
men of tho 384th Service Grour who were in the tent hit by the plane
were eithor killed by the impact of the plane when it struck the tent
or died as the result of burns from the fire that followed.

1. Pnemy Adrcraft Destroyed. (Airborne)

> Copios - Tach 8qdn., 318th Gp.

. = ; PLACT OF
ILTR FILOT SQIN DFETRUCUTION NO.Z& TYPR /T
2-11 Capt. Judge T. Wolfo 333 Iwo Jima 2 Bottys
2-11  lst Lt. Tverett L. Ballum 335 Iwo Jima 1 Botty
2=11  lst It. Henry M. Stampe 19th Ivo Jima 1 Betty
2-11 2nd 1t. John R. Donchuo 19th Ivo Jima 1 Zoke
2-11  lst Lt. Wayne A. Duerschmidt 333 Iwo Jima 1 Zaks
2-11 F/0 Harry W. James 3334 Ivo Jima 1 Zeks
For tho Group Commandert
# TRty -
. Q,-'\. a/((‘-mfiv/‘h{f i, 1-/"
FREDYRICK H. DEAMANT -~
Major, Air Corps,
DISTRIBUTION ¢ g8 -2,
3 Copics = Director of Intolligenco, AAFPOA
3 Copies - CTF 93,
3 Copice - CTU 94,4,1
% Copios - A-2, Seventh Air Forco
5 Copioce - A-2, VII Fightor Command

STCRET

S
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL
318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.O‘ # m
3 February 1945
CONSOLIDATED REPORT

P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 2-1
318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 2-3

1., A, Twenty (20) P-38L'g (Four were spares and did not nroceed to the

target)
B. Four sinple-engine aireraft,

2, A, One (1) P-32L (Operational)
B, None

3. Egcort Five (5) F-5's on photo reconnaissance mission to Iwo Jima.
.l.'. Capt. OTTENSTEIN, Lt, DUKET, @apt, WOLFE, Lt, BALKUM. (Violet 31}.- (3334)

Lbts. ERBELE, RIVAS, BOWEN, MONYELLE, Violet 33) = (333¢d)
Lts, AMON, BESCHE, BABCOCK, HEAGNEY, (Violet 32) - 73rd;
Capt. MULLIGAN, Lt, BENNEIT, (Spares) =~ (Violet 35) - (73zd)
Capte, SLEPECKY, LEFFORGE, Lte, DUNN, BARRETT. iv.io].at 34) - (19th)
Lt. REDFIELD, F/0 WALKER, (Spares) -« (Violst 36) = (73rd)

First Wave: -= Takeoff: 0850 = Over Target: 1230 - Landed: 1600
Second Wave:-- Takeoff: 0958 - Over Target: 1335 - ILanded: 1624.

The first wave, composed of Vielets 31, 32, 33, and 35, rendezvoused
with four F-5's and three B-29's over Fast Field at 0900 and proceeded
to the target at 10,000 feet, The two spares, Capt, MULLIGAN and Lt.
BENNETT, turned around ome hour out and pancnked at 1118, The remain-
ing two flights continued to Iwo Jima with the F-5's and B-29's, They
bepan dropping to the deck 200 miles from the target. When approximately

70 miles east of Minaml Rock, Lt. DUKET called in, stating that he was
. in trouble. Immediately after, he dropped his second external tank,
called "MAYDAY, MAYDAY", ditched, then the plane hit a wave and nosed
over, One of the B-29's turned around and orbitted the nosition where the
pilot went in,

The rest of the formntion continued to the target. The remaining
two B-29's orbitted Minami Rock while the P-38's escorted the P-5's on
their photo runs,- Lta, AMON and BESCHE escorted one F-5 on its photo
run from southeast to northwest, just north of the scuth voleano, Lt,
AMBN observed one automatic weapons positionmd directed his strafing
ot 1t, Apparently, he was not successful in wilencing it for his plane
wns hit on the ripht boom just in fromt of the rudder as he came off the
tarpet. The boom wns almoat completely severed, Lts. BABCOCK and HEAGNEY
escorted one F-5 on its photo run from scutheast to northwest across the
area between Airfields No, 1 and No, 2, Both pilots strafed automatic
weapons poaitions just east of the south part of i - runway No, 2. The
F=5 appeared to be hit by automatic weapons fire over the middle of the
island, It burst into flames and crashed in the water 800 yards west
of the shore oppogite Airfield No, 1. Capt, OTTENSTEIN escorted the same
F-5 that Lts, BABCOCK and HEAGNEY escorted, but made his strafing run

CONFIDENTIAL -1l - CONFIDENTIAL
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P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 2-1 -- CONTINUED

s

CONT'D

on the F-5's right, He strafed an automatic weapons position just south-
west of the east Boat Basin, The pilot observed his tracers entering

the position and believes that the installation was damaged, Oapt, OTTEN-
STEIN also chserved one ZEKE parked just north of Airfisld No, 2, Capt.
WOLFE and Lt, BAIXUM escorted one F-5 on i1ts photo run just north of aire
field No, 2, Capt. WOLFE strafed the caves near the radio station north-
west of Airfield No, 3. His fire entered the caves but he wanas over the
vicinity before he could evaluate the damape. Lt. BALKUM strafed the radio
station and observed his tracers hitting the inatallation, However, no
fires were meen, When Capt. OTTENSTEIN, Capt., WOLFE and Lt. DAIXUM come
pleted their runs across the island, they orbitted the position where the
F=5 had craghed before proceeding to the rendesvous point. The pilots
thought they cbserved an oil slick in the vieinity,

Lts. ERBELE, RIVAS, and MONYELIE escorted one F-5 on its run
across the east shore of the island, from northesst to southwest. They
did not strafe. Continnously pointed medium antiaireraft from positions
along the east coast from the boat basin to the south volcano, was moderate
to intense and inaccurate, It waa meager to moderate and accurate to in~
accurate fron positions cast of the south tip of Alrfield No. 2 and from
positions north of the south voleano, Light A/A intense, accurate to in-
accurate,

After the above action, the fliphts rejoined and rendezvoused with
the B-29's at Minami Roeck, They then proceeded on course for base,

The second wave, composed of Violets 34 and 36, rendesvoused with one
F-5 and three B-29's over East Field at 1010, The entirs formation elimbed
to 10,000 feet and proceeded on course 300 deprees, The spares, Lt-, RED=-
FIELD and F/0.WAIKER, returned to base one hour from Saipan, pancaking at
1207, The formation started to let down to the deck 150 miles from the
initial point which wae loeated 60 miles southwest of Iwo Jima on a vee-
tor of 240 deprees, At the initial peoint the flight changed course to
60 deprees and headed into the target. The B-29's left the formation
and proceeded to the rendezvous point -- Minami Rock, As the formation
approached Iwo Jima, one single-engine enemy aireraft (possible TOJO)
was obgerved at 600 feet, flying due east over the lgland, At about the
same time, one A/A gun fired a single burst over the center of the island.
It is believed this method 1= empleyed to alert Iwo Jima,

The F-5 made its photo run along the west const with the four P-38's
echeloned to his left. While making the run, Capt. SIEFECKY observed three
single-engine enery aircraft at 8000 feet over the island, Due to the
distance involved, identification was difficult. Two single-engine planes
were observed on the ground, in the southwest parking area of Airfield
No, 1. The flight encountered meager to noderate, contimuously pointed,
inaccurate, medium A/4, Fire was observed to erdnate from positons at
the base of the south volcano and along the coast weet of Airfield No. 1,
After completion of the photo run, the flipht rendezvoused with the B-29's
at Minami Rock and proceeded to Base,
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CONFIDENTIAL

P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 2-3 - CONTINUED

5. A. PFirst Wave: -- Good enroute, over target and return, efcept for
a 8olid overcast 200 miles from the target. Clouds,
.4 scattered cumilus, 2,000 to 10,000 feet,
Second Wave:-- Poor enroutey elouds .8 to .9 from 22 degrees North
to Iwo Jima, Over target and return; clouds, .7,
4,000 0 8,500 feet.

B, First Wave: == Poor between P=-38's and B-29's, Only one B-29 could
be contacted, The other two could transmit but not
receive,

Seecond Wave:-- Loud and olear,

6. Undetermined,
7. Anmunition: =e- 333d: 42 rounds 20 mm, 1,280 rounds ,50 cal,

Tird: 261 rounds 20 mm, 1,500 rounds ,50 cal,
19th: None

Gasolines =--- 14,100 pallons,

8, Captain LEFFORGE (Violet 34-2) recocived some damape to his tail assembly
upon dropping the 300 gallon tank at the_initinl point.

Photo runs, with exception of lost F-5, completed as scheduled,

Three day Dumbo search for Lt DUKET proved unsuccessful,

SANDERS
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CONFIDENTTAL CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

6 February 1945
CONSOLIDATED REPORT

P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 2-2
318TH FIGHTER GRCUP MISSION REPORT # 28

1, A, Fourteen (1,) P-38Ls (Nome reached the target)
B, Nons

2. A, None
B, None

I . 3, Escort one squadron of B=24's to Iwo Jima,
4, Major FOJTIK, F/Q JAMES, Lts. DUERSCHNWIDT, FOSTER Emm 31) - (3334)

Major WILLIANS, Lta.mm.% Violet 32) - (19th)

Capt. WULLIGAN, Lts, BENNETT, REDFIELD, (Violet 33) - (73rd)

Lt. KANE, Capt. BIRNEY (Violet 34) - (73rd)
Takeoff: 0810 - Landed: 1338

The four fliphts rendezvoused with the B-2,'s over Kagman Peint

Fleld at 0820, The formation proceeded on eourse te Iwo Jima, climbing
to 14,000 feet, When they reached Papgan, they encountered a solid
overcast, the top of which was 10,000 feet. As they proceseded nerth,
they ran into a second selid overcast, the base of which was 14,000 feet,
The formation continued, flying between the two overcasts. At 1110,
when aporoximately 100 miles from the tarpet, the weather closed in

. dompletely and the planes were bucking a head wind, They then turned
around and headed for base,

5. A, Poor enroute and return. Clouds between base and Pagan =- .7 cumulus,
2,000 to 10,000 feet., Clouds north of Pagnn == ,10 cumulus, tops,
10,000 feet and ,10 alto ounmlue, base 14,000 feet,
B. Loud and elear,
6, None
7. 7,700 gallons gasolime,

8, None

SANDERS
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.O. # 24l

10 February 1945
_CONSOLIDETED REPORT

P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 2-3
318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 2-12

A, Eight (8) P-38L's, (Two did not reach the target)
B, Five (5) to seven (7) BETTYS and three (3) ZEKES

Aa None
B, Four (4) BETTYS and one (1) ZEKE destroyed (confirmed) and one (1)
BETTY damaped,

Escort F-5 to Iwo Jima,

Lts. IOFLIN, RICKARD, STAMPE, .DONOHUE (Violet 31) - (19th Sqdn)
Capt, WOLFE, Lts. SULLIVAN, BALKUM, MONYELIE,(Violet 32) - (3334 Sqdn)

Takeoff: 0725 - Over Target: 1200 ~ Landed: 1545

The two flights rendezvoused with two navipating B-24's and one F-5
over Kagman Point Field at 0735. (One spare F-5 returned from a posi-
tion one and one=half (1%) hours out), The formation them proceeded on
course 330 to the initial point, 40 miles northwest of Iwo Jima, at 8500
feet. Lt. RICKARD had trouble with his manifold pressure and returned
from a position one-half (%) hour out. He panesked at 0819, Lt. MONYELLE,
flying as a spare, returned from a position one hour out, and pancnked at
0932,

Approximately 200 miles from the "IP", the formation dropped down to
the deck, Upon reaching the "IP", Capt, WOLFE and Lts, BALKUM and DON-
OHUE remained with the bombers, who contimied north before eireling Iwo
Jima, Lts., IOFLIN, STAMFE, and SULLIVAN turned with the F-5 and began
their run inte Iwo Jima, approaching from the northwest on the deck.

Capt, VOLFE, with Lt, BALKUM flying his wing, spotted five to seven
BETTYS which had juet taken off and were heading north, Capt, WOLFE
attacked one of the BETTYS, opening fire at maximum range and elosing to
600 feet, The BETTY!S r:tpht engine eaught fire and the plane hit the
water, Capt., WOLFE then attacked a second BETTY, petting on his tzil and
opening fire at mediunm ranpe, The BETTY'S left engine started to smoks
and the tail gunner opened fire, hitting Capt, WOLFE's tail section. The
BETTY then hit the water and expleded, Lt. BALKUM saw the two larpe col-
umng of black smoke which resulted from Capt., WOLFE'!'s kills,

Lt. BALKUM attacked a BETTY, opening fire at 200 yards from 90 de=-
greea and cloging to 50 feet. He turned out to prevent over-running
the BETTY, and as he lock=d back he sa~ a fire and large eolumn of black
smcke where the BETTY hit the water. Capt. WOLFE aleo obgerved the fire
and smoke caused by this crashed BETTY,
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P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPCRT # 2-3 -- CONTINUED

4,

CONT'D

Lt. DONOHUE observed a ZEKE about 5 miles north of the 4sland, heading
for the bomber formation. As he pulled in behind the ZEKE, the ZEKE
turned to the northeast, Lt. DONOHUE fired a burst from dead astern,
getting the on fire, The Jap made another turn to the left and
headed for the deck while Lt, DONOHUE chandelled so as not to over-run hin,
The ZEKE continued flying on the deck even though he was burning bacly.
Lt. DONOHUE pulled in behind the ZEKE agoin and cs the Jap pulled up into
e stall, another burst was fired, The ZEKE then crashed in the water.

As the F-5 and the three P-38's approached Iwo Jima, Lt, STAMPE .
spotted a BETTY at 800 feot, 3 to 5 miles west of the island, Lt. STAMPE
made a front quarter to 90 degree firing pass on the BETTY and pulled away
as he observed the BETTY catch fire and crash in the water. Lt. LOFLIN
observed the BETTY crash,

As the flight crossed Iwo Jima, Lt, LOFLIN observed a BETTY just
becoming airborne from Alrfield No, 1, Due to his position, he was only
able to fire one short burst on the BETTY. He saw a number of 20 mm and
50 eal., hits on the plane. The extent of damape to this BETTY is undater-
mined, Lt. LOFLIN continued his run, strafing across the island, He
then observed a Jap destroyer east of Airfield No, 1 and made one sirafing
pass on the ship and saw his tracers hitting the deck and superstructure,

The destroyer returned intense medium A/A fire which was inaccurate.

Lt. SULLIVAN made his run across the north end of the island, from
west to east. He did not pick up a target and therefore did not strafe,

Meager to moderate light A/A (imaccurate) and meaper heavy A/A (in-
accurate) was received from positions on the northwest part of the is-
land,

After the above action, all planes rendezvoused with the B=2/'s at
Minami Rock and headed for base,

A.. Good enroute, over target and return, Clouds ,3 cumulus 3,000 to
3,500 feet,
B. Loud and clear.

Undetermined.

Total ammunition ~= 4,260 rounds 50 eal, 456 rounds 20 mm,
Total pasoline consumption == I.,Om_gauom

In addition to the destroyer observed east of Airfield No, 1 another
destroyer was spotted just northwest of the island, heading southwest,
A Sugar Baker was also observed just north of Iwo Jima, heading north,
An unidentified vessel, approximately 10,000 tons, was observed just north-
east of the island, heading north, One BETTY was observed on runway C
of Airfield No, 1, Lt. LOFLIN fired at this plane but observed no hits.
F-5 observed an additional BETTY and 2 8/E aireraft parked alonp NE-SW
runway of Airfield No, 2,
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CONFIDENTTAL CONFIDENTTAL
318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.O. # 244
_PIIOTS" STATEWENTS

(Group Mi=sion Repoert # 2-12)

CAPT, JUDCE E, WOLFE - [Vielet 3217

Lt, BAIKUM and myself were flying with the two B-24s. As we were
heading southeast from the IP to Iwo Jima, I spotted aprroximately five BETTYS
which had just beecome airborne, heading north., I opened fire on one of the
BETTYS from medium rance and closed to 600 feet, The BETTY's right engine
caught fire and the plane crashed in the water, I then got on the tail of
another BETTY and opened fire from maximum range, The BETTY's left enpine
started to smoke and the tail gunner opened fire, damaging my tail section,

. The DETTY then crashed in the water., 4a I turned back toward the B-24s I
observed Lt. BALKUM shoot down a BETTY. Immediately after, Lt BALKOM called
in on the radio, asking someone to confirm his kill,

Neither of the BETTYS I destroyed took any evasive action. Both wers
painted greenish blue and had no distinpuishing markines other than the red
roundels on wings and fuselage,

NOTE: The statement of tactics is at slipht variance with mission repert.
This statement, however, is correct,

JUIGE E, FOLFE,
Capt., Ar Corps.

1T T EVERETT I, BATKUN - [Violst 32-3)

I was flyinp Capt. WOLFE's wing as we were escorting the two B-24s
from the IP to Iwo Jima. As we annroached the island, heading southeast, I
. obgerved five to seven BETTYS heading north at 100 feet, I started after
one of the BETTYS, which was to the right and behind the two Caot. WOLFE
was attacking, While I was chasing the BETTY, I observed Capt. WOLFE shoot
~down his first BETTY, I opened fire on my BETTY at aporoximately 250 yards,
from 90 degrees and closed to ahout 50 feet, I turned to the rj ght to avoid
over-running, and as I looked back I observed a fire and a large column of
black smoke where the BETTY had hit the mater, Just abrut, this time, I ob-
served Capt, WOLFE's second BETTY crash in the water. I then rejoined Capt.
WOLFE and the two B-24s,

The BETTY I attacked took no evasive action, It was painted preenis!
blue and had red roundels on the winps and fuselaga,

EVERETT L. BALKUM,
1st Lt., Air Corps,
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PILOTS' STATEMENTS (Group Mission Report # 2-12) -- CONTINUED

IST 1T, HENRY M, STAMPE (VieTet 31a2)

As I aporoached Iwo Jima, on the deck in escort of an F-5 on a photo
run, I observed a BETTY about a mile and a half or two miles off the island,
at an altitude of between 500 - 800 feet, He was headed NW from the island.
The Jap was approximately in my linme of flight., I only had to pull up a little
to get a front quarter to 90 depree shot at him, As I fired I observed many
hits in the nose and left engine, As I broke away I observed the Jap descend-
ing with smoke and flame pouring from the left engine and left wing,

I received no return fire from the Jap planc, The enemy plane was
dark green in color and had the usual roundels on the fuselape 2nd wings, I
observed no other markings, After my firing pass, 1 continued across the
. island with the photo plane,

/8/ Henry M, Stampe,
/t/ HENRY M, STAMPE,
1st Lt., Air Corps.

18T IT. WILLIZW &, IOFLIN {Violet 3I=1)

As I approached Iwo Jima in eecort of an F-5, I observed Lt., STAWPE
attack a Jap BETTY as it was leaving the igslamd, The Jap was about 500-800
foet in the air headed NW. Lt. STAMPE made a front quarter to 90 degree pass
on him, As he fired the Jap plane started to pour smoke from its left engin:.
Shortly after this I observed a larpge puff of flame from this engine which
spread all alonp the wing,

After this action Lt. STAMPE continued on his run acrosa the island,

. A few seconds later I plancsd back and observed a large column of
black smoke rising from the ocean in the viecinity of Lt. STAMPE's attack,

/s/ William A, Loflin
/t/ WILLIAM A, LOFLIN,
1st Lt., Air Corps,

2ND IT. JOHW R, DONOHUE (Viclet 31e3)

When the F-5 and P-38's turned at the IP to make the run on the island,
I stayed with the navipation escort because my engines were rough,

As we continued north to cirele Iwo, I observed a ZEKE coming off the
island at an altitude of 200 feet, He was flying directly toward our bombsr
egeort, I immediately headed for the Jap and when he saw me he turned amay tc
the NE, I chased him for about five or ten miles, and pulled in astern of
him, My first burst set him on fire and he headed for the deck. I had to
chandelle to the left so as not to over-run him, W¥hen he got dom to the
deck he laveled out, I pulled in behind him and he pulled up into a stall.

At this point I firsd and he crashed into the sea,
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.0, # 244
15 February 1945
_CONSOLIDITED REPORT_

P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPCRT # 2=5
J18TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 2-22

1, A, Fifteen (15) P-38Ls, (Two did not reach the tarpet)
B. Three (3) ZEXKES

2, A, One (1) P~38L damaged while landing,
B, One (1) ZEKE damaged,

3. Escort B-24s and fighter swcep -- Iwo Jima,

. 4. Maj FOJTIK; Lts. GOFF, BOWEN, GEORGE (3334 Sq) (Violet #1)
Maj WILLIAMS; Lts, MATHIS, GRAY, MARCINKO  (19th Sq) (Vielet =-)
Maj ROESER (Gp Hq); Lt GALT (73rd); Capt VOGT, Lt MORRIS (19th)-(Violet 3
Capt MUTLIGAN:; Lts, BESCHE, BARNEILL (73rd Sq) (Violet 34)
Takeoff: O715 - Over Target: 1125-1215 - Land: 1540

Viclet 32 and 34 rendezvoused with three navigating B=-24s over Marpi
Point at 1,500 feet, Thoy proceeded to their IP (a point northeast of Iwo
Jina), Capt, MULLIGAN turned back from about 225 miles out dus to his
right Zuel boost pump poing out, He pancaked at 0945, Lt. BARNHILL be-
came lost from the formation ag they passed through an overcast approxi-
mately 600 miles out, He returned to base, escorted by Buzzard 3, pan-
cﬂkiﬂ? at 1415,

After reaching the IP, the remaining five P-38s left the two B=-24s

. and headed for Iwo Jima on the deck, Arriving over the target at 1125,
Major VILLIAMS observed two ZEKES at 14,000 feet over the west coast of
the island and one ZEKE at 7,000 feot over the center of the island,
While climbing to intercept the two ZEKES at their altitude, the ZEKES
made an attack on Major WILLIAMS' flight. The Jap pilots were ageressive
and experienced, Major WILLIAMS' flipht went into mutual support, and as
the flight leader got on the tail of one of the ZEKES, he observed a ZEKE
on the tail of a P-38, He immediately broke contact and went to the aid
of the other P-38 pilot., As Major WILLIAMS got within range, the Jap
broke contact and headed for the protection of the island's gun defenses,
Upon sighting automatic weapong fire from the island, Major WILLIAMS
broke off his attack and searched for the other two ZEKES, Lt., BESCHE,
being the only pilot left in his flipht (Violet 34), had joined Major
WILLIAMS! f£1ight, He saw one of the ZEKES break away out to sea and gav.
chase, He got on the ZEKE's tail and started firing from maximum range,
closing to anproximately 250 feet, He observed hig tracers hitting all
over the ZEKE, but it 4id not smoke or burn, The ZEKE finally dove under
Lt, BESCHE's wing and he lost him,

After the above action, Violet 32 and 34 orbitted the target area
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P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPCRT # 2-5 == CONTINUED

CONT?D

until the strike force of B-24s cempleted their bemb run, They then pro-
ceeded to the rendezvous point, Minami Rock,

Vielet 31 and 33 rendezvoused with the strike force of B-24s over
Eapt Field and proceeded to their IP (Minami Rock) at 10,000 feet., Upon
reaching the IP, they left the bombers and proceeded to the target, climb-
ing to 21,000 feet, They orbitted the target area and soon heard Major
WILLIAMS call in three ZEKES, They searched the entire area, but evidently
none of the ZEKES came up through the overcast (which was at abeut 10,000
feet), because the search was negative, Major ROESER and Lt. GALT, heare
ing someone call in a ZEKE circling one of the airfields, dropped down
through the overcast to ihvestigate. They circled the island twice at 500
feet but saw no plancs ér other eremy activity, There was no shipping in
the vieinity of the island, Violet 31 picked up the strike force of Ba24s
40 miles west of Iwo ahd escorted them on their bomb run, The bombers were
at 18,000 feet and the fighters at 24,000 feet,

After the bomb run, all P-388 vendezvoused at Minami Rock., Three Be24e
g:n the st¥ike force provided the navipation escort on the trip back to
6.

Heavy and medium A/A was meager to moderate, inaccurate;, and continucrsly
pointed,

A, Good enroute and return except for a front encountered approximately
60 miles north of Saipan. Clouds averaped ,2 scattered cumulus, 2,000
to 8,000 feet, Over target: poor; solid overcast at 10,000 feet,

B, Loud and clear

None

Ammunition: 1,475 rounds eal, 50; 176 rounds 20 mm.
7,100 pallons pasoline

One twin-engine aireraft observed on Airfield No, 2, Several large
fires and long eolumns of black smoke observed between Airfields No, 2
and 3, after the bomb run, Lt, BESCHE's hy“raulic system went out over
the tarpet; when he pancaked, his landing gear collapsed and his plane
veered to the left, off the runway, damaging & parked P=-51, Damage to
::eml‘!-% extensive but reparable, Total estimated mileage: 1775 statute
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HTADQUARTERS
318TH FIGHTR GROUP, AAF
AJP.O. F 244
21 February 1945,
CONSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT

P=38 Provisional Squadron Mission # 2-6
318th Group Miseion # 2-30

l. A. Eighteen P-38La.
B« Nones.

2 A None.
B. DNone.

3+ Fighter sweep on Moen Island and eecort of four PB4Y=-1Ps on photo reconnais-
sance wission to Truk.

. 4, Capt. WOLFZ; Lt, MONYELLT; Capt. OBTRT; Lt. DeYONKER  (Vielet 51) (333d)
Capt. OTTTNSTTING F/O JAMIS; Lts., DUERSCHMIDT, RIVAS  (Violet 34) (33%d)

Cepts NSLSGH; Lts. BYSRS, SHIPARD, MILLER (Violet 32) (73rd
Capt. VOGT; Lts. DELP, LIEZGOTT, LUSTIC (Violet 33) (19th
Capt. SLEPECKY; Lt, RICKARD (Violet 35) (19th

Takooff frow Kagman Point Fisld: 1536 (20 February)
Landed at Guam: 1630 (20 February)

Takeoff from Guamt 0635 (21 February)

Time over Target: 1045

Landed at Kagman Point Field: 1400

All flighte rendozvoused with tho four PB4Y-1Ps over the harbor and proceeded
to Truk st 9,000 foot. Anproximately 260 miles from the target, Capt. OTTENSTEIN's
flight climbed to 25,000 feet and two of the photo planes climbed to 23,000 feot.
Tho balance of the fighters climbed to 12,000 feot,

@ Uron reaching Truk atoll, Capt. WOLFT's £1fgnt, Capt. NELSON's flight and
Capt VOGT's flight made a strafing run across North Field, Moen, from northeast to
southwest., Capt. OTTENSTEIN and hies wing man provided escort for onec of the nhoto
ships and Lt DUZRSCHMIDT and his wing man provided escort for another photo ship,
on their runs over Truk. Capt. SLTPTCKY and his wing man remained over Nerth Pass,
covering the two remaining photo ships.

o enemy A/C were airborne but approximately seven onemy A/C wore obaserved by

the strafing P-38's. They wero parked in the bunkers south of North Field, Moen
Islend, somc appoared to bs inoporationals At least five of the parked aircraft
were succosofully strafed; the pilots observed tracers hitting the fusclages and
wings. It is belioved that those planes hed beon degasoedas they did not burn.
Ono firc was obsorved in the vicinity of tho parked aircraft as the pilote com~
pleted their strafing run. No othor targets were picked up on Moen Island. Cavt.
VOGT and Lt. DBLP strafod wharf installatione on Falas Island. Their tracers hit
the wharf but no fires were started.

Hoavy, wedium and light A/A was obscrved coming from south and southwest of
tho runway. It was all meager and inaccurate. The heavy A/A consisted of sevem
bursts approximatoly 2,000 fect below the altitude of tho photo planes.
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P-38 Provisional Squadron Mission i 2-5 - Continued.

All Planes rendezvoused over North Pass and proceeded on course toward bass,
with one of the PB4Y-1Ps, 200 miles from Saipan, the photo plane gave the P-3088
a vector and the fighters then procecded to basc alone,

5. A+ 45 to +8 cumulue enroute and return, 1,500 to 8,000 feet. Over Targoet,
o4 cumulus, 2,500 to 6,000 foct; .10 cirrostratus at 27,000 feet.
B. Loud and clear. Could not contact Dumbo,.

6+« Undotermined.

7. 608 rounds 20 mm. 3,380 rounds .50 cal. 13,680 gallons of gas.

8. Approximatoly fiftoon various size surfacc vesscls (not over 5,000 tons)

woro oboserved in tho floot nnchorago seuth of Moon Ioland. Condition and typo
. undetermined, but appoared to be inoperational. Soveral 30 foot beats were seen

north of Moen Island. A large colum of smoke wae also observed rising from Tol
Ialand.
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