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ORCANIZATIONAL HISTORY, 19TH FIGHTER Z.UADRON. AAF
» ] L

FHOTOGRAFHS OF P-38 CRASH IN BOMS DUMP . EAST END 0OF
i By a, Aol Aepp i it AT THE EAST END OF
KAGMAN FOINT FIELD, 19 JANUARY 1945, ot
i TQVWI;’“”:"","‘* INDICATE EXTENT OF DAMAGE TO AITRCRAFT AND FRAG-
.'..t_ N f--T|-..wJ \.-r.' UJF"lU-._u NUMEROUS BDMB FRAGMENTS WERE SC4T|—:"€I_‘." OVER THE
ENTIRE FIELD, SOME MORE THAN A MILE FROM TNE DuMP. NOTL ':\.1*\1“'-_ T0
CHRAGH VEHICLES AND SIZE OF FRAGMENTS, Ty
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CONFIDENTIAL ' CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

1 Jamuary 1945

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 1-1
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 1-1

1, A, 8ix (6) P-38's (A1l failed to reach the target - weather)
B. Nons

2, A, None
B. None

3. Photo Reconmaissance eseort, Two Jima,

. 4 Capt. TENNANT, Lts, GIBSON, KENDLE, LIEBGOTT  (Violet 1) - (19th Sqan)
Lts, SHEPARD, BABCOCK, (Violet 2) - (73rd Sqan}

Takeoff: 0759 Landed: 1400

The weather was good until flights reached Pajares Island, After
passing this island they encountered a bad weather front, They entered
this front and flew threugh it for more than sixty miles encountering
three related bad weather layers which extended from the ocean up to
8,000 and 12,000 feet,

At 1050 the fliphts turned back due to their inability to loeate the
deck under these weathsr conditions,

Almost immediately after turning back, the left engine on Violet 2-.!-
plane started cutting out and he was obliged to feather the prop, He an
his wing man with one of the escorting B-24's returned directly to base,
Violet 2-1 pancaked at Isely Field in order to take advantage of the longe-
runway,

. While returning to base, Violet 1-1 observed an aireraft in the water
of f shore of the west side of Alamagan, The flight orbitted the area for
twenty minutes but saw no sign of life in the vicinity, The airdraft in
the water was lying on ite back with the tail missing and the wings so
distorted that definite identification could not be made, The pilots be-
lieve that the wing was Davis type. They state that the plane was definite:
four engine monoplane, silver in color, and believe it to be a B-29, On
shore near the wreck they saw a Yellow life raft and rations both strewn
on the beach and piled up on a rock nearhy, Following these observations
they returned to base,

5. A, See narrative,
B, Loud and clear,

6. None
7. No ammo expended, 3,570 gallons gas,
8. None

SANDERS
CONFIDENTTAL CONFIDENT1A &

_
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' CONFIDENTTAL CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

2 Jamary 1945

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 1-12
19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 1.1

1,
2,

3.
b

.5.

—_—

A, Two (2) P-47D's
B. One (1) MYRT

A, None
B, One (1) MYRT destroyed, confirmed,

Combat Air Patrol,
Lts, DANYLO, GIBSON, (Violet 85)
Takeoff: 1119 - Landed: 1312
At 1255K, Violet 85 made contact with ememy aireraft south of Tinian,
It was followed to a point approximately 5 miles northwest of Marpi
Polnt, where Viclet 85 opened fire at 26 »500 feet, After one lohg burst

of 450 rounds of ,50 cal. M/G, the aircraft spiraled down and crashed
into the sea, emmitting heavy black smoke and losing two parts of its

cowling before striking the water,

The aircraft was black in color, larps roundels aft of the canopy,
which was long enmough to contain a crew of three, It was a single radisl
engine, low wing, monoplane, Identification has been made by both pilote
as a Japanese long range reconnaissance type MYRT, The aircraft crashed
into the eea ten miles northwest of Marpi Point, The crash was observed
by Violet 17,

A. .7 cirrus clouds at 32,000 feet. Visibility unlimited,

B. Loud but unreadable with Condor Base. Condor Base had a squeal like
a siren,

None

450 rounds ,50 cal, M/G, 635 pallons gas,

None

SANDERS

CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL ‘ CONFIDENT IAL k-

318TH FICHTER GROUP, AAF ’ 2
AP0, # 244

16 Jamuary 1945

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 1-43
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 1-5,

1.

A, Twelve (12) F-38L's
B. None

4. Ore (1) P-38L (Lost at sea = Pilot bailed out and was picked up by
IE at 2256, )
B, None

High eover for B-2/ strike on Iwo Jima.

Lts. JACOBSON, BYRAM, LIEBGOTT, STAMPE, (Violet 12) - (19th Ftr. Sqdn.)
Capt. VOGT, Lts. ANDERSON, LOFLIN, DUNN. (Violet 13) - (19¢h Ftr. Sqdn.)
Lts, WILSON, MATTISON, SHEPARD, REDFIELD, (Viclet 14) - (73rd Ftr, Sqdn.)

Takeoff: 1025 - Landed: 1815

Violet 1.-1 developed a prop oscillation immediately after takeoff
and pancaked at 1050,

Flights rendezvoused with 3 B-29fs (navigational escort) over East
Field at 1035, and picked up a heading of 334 degrees to Minami Island,
At approximately 1235, the formation proceeded to climb to altitude from
10,000 feet, Upon reaching a point 250 miles south of Iwo Jima, forma-
tlon encountered extremely bad wenther, Radio dontact with navigation
escort was disrupted,

The formation beeame scattered, Violet 13-3 and 13-4 and 12-4 broke
through the overcast approximately 70 miles north of Iwo Jima, Viclet
12-1 let down through the overcsst and came out 15 miles north of Iwo
Jima, at an altitude of 500 fect, Violet 12-1 contacted Violet 13a1
and informed him of the ceiling, Violet 13-1 and Violet 12-3 let down
through the overcast, Violet 12-1 and 12-3 strafed beached ISM's beached
on the east coast with unobserved results, and received intense inaceurate
automatic weapons fire from coast positions, All contact completely. lost
with Viclet 17.2 and 13-2, No ehipping or enemy airerafy sighted.

Vielet 14-3, 14-4 let down through the overcast to the deck at approxe
imately 1350, and sighted Haha Jima, about 30 miles northesst of then,
They were joined by three other P-381s and tock vector of 200 degreecs
hoping that this weculd bring them to Iwo Jima, Flying through hard rain
and still on the deck, they abandoned the idea of renching Iwo Jima and
took vector of 160 degrees which brought them back to base, Wolet 14-2
let down through the overcast and found himgelf over Kita Iwo, He took
vector 180 degrees and after a few minutes sighted Iwo Jima from where he
proceeded to Mimami and rendezvoused with other P-38's.

CONFIDFNTIAL + 1= CONFIDENTIAL

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED AW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

19TH FIGHTER S JJADRON,AAF
AcFale |T-244

27 JANUZRY 18545

1OTH FIGHTER SJUADRON M)8SION #1-10
318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION #1-85

1.

2.

e
4.

Se

8,
7e
8-

A, FOUR (4) P-4TD1S
8, NOME

A, NONE
B. NONE

ARMED HI:".CONMIS::AHOE OF FAGAN I1SLAND,
CAPT. SLEPECKY, LTS, KENNEDY, DANYLO, La ROCHELLE. (VIOLET 4]
TAKEQOFF: 1528 LAND: 1800

FLIGHT APPROACHED PAGAN 1SLAND FROM 180 DEGRELS, AT 3,000 FEET,
ARRIVING OVER THE TARGET AT 1830.

FIVE RECONNAISSANCE AND STRAFING RUNS WERE MADE OVER THE AIRFIELY
AND BEACH AREAS. ]

RUNWAY I8 NON=OPERATIONAL AND THERE |3 NO EVIDENCE OF RECENT RE-
PAIR WORK, EXTENSIVE TRACK ACTIVITY wAS OBSERVED ON THE 6EACH DIR-
ECTLY WEST OF WEST LAKE. A BEACH MARKER AND FOQUR TO FIVE LARGE BOXE:
WERE ALSO OBSERVED ON THIS BEACH. ARZA WAS STRAFED WiTH UNDETERMINE]
RESULTS. ROADS NORTH ANL SUUTH OF THE AIRFIELD AND ALONG THE WEST
SIDE OF THE |SLAND APPLAR WELL USED. FLIGHT alLS0 STRAFED SEVERAL
SMALL BUILDINGS AT THE NORTH END OF THE LAKE, STARTING SMall FIRES.

A, .8 CUMULUS, BASE 1800 FELT TOPS 3,000 FELT.
8. X0,

UNDE TERM | NED.
3,300 ROUNDS .50 CAL, 1020 GALLONS GASOL|NE.
NONE.

WiLL | AMS
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