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CONFIDENTTAL o P CONFIDENTIAL
| 318TH FIGRTER GROUP, AAF ‘
AP0, # 244
27 December 1947

318TH PIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-66 {Consolidated)
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 12-5

1. A, Eighteen (18) P-38L's, (Three (3) failed to reach target)
B. One (1) NICK

2, A, None
B. One (1) NICK destroyed in the air (confirmed); one (1) ZEKE des-
troyed on the ground; two (2) ZEKES damaged on the ground,

3. Tighter sweep on Iwo Jima,

4, Major ROESER, Lts. RESER, KENDLE, STOLZ (Violet 33)
Capt, McCOWN, Lts. SHENEMAN, SPENCER, BABCOCK  (Violet 34)
Lts, RUFF, SPAULDING, PETTY, MORRIS Violet 35)
Capt, MULLIGAN, Lts, DEYONKER, FOSTER, SULLIVAN (Violet 36)
Lt, FANCHER, F/0 JAMES (violet 37)

Takeoff: 0621 -~ Over Target: 1015 - Land: 1345

The five flights rendezvoused with the three navigating B-29's
over East Field and proceeded to Iwo Jima at 10,000 feet,

Lt, KENDIE!'s (Violet 33-3) landing gear doors would not close.

He pancaked at West Field, Tinian, at 0815,

Lt, SPENCER (Violet 34-3) returned from 200 miles out d&ue to
faulty generator and oscillating R.F.M. He pencaked at West Field,
Tinian, at 0810,

Lt, BABCOCK (Violet 34e4) returned from 300 miles out due to right
collant flaps being inoperative, He pancaked at Esst Field at 0945,

The remaining 15 planes contimued to Iwo Jima, dropping to the deck
100 miles from the target, As they reached the tarpet area, the follow-
ing action took plase:

Vioclet 33-1 made his run across the north end of Airfield No, 1,
The first target he saw appeared to be a building or large van between
the two turnarounds, A four to five second burst was fired, scoring hits
on personnel and starting fires, As he pulled out of his strafing dive
he saw a ship (tentatively identified as a naval transport, A P Bg about
one mile off the east coast, south of the boat landing, He and the re-
mainder of his f1ight made three strafing runs on the vessel, hitting
the bridge, superstructure and along the waterline, Violet 33-1 then
circled the north part of the island and heard a bogie called in by Vio-
let 33-4, low at 3 o'clock, Violet 33-4 made the first attack on the
enemy plane which was now identified as a NICK, After Violet 33-L broke
off, Viclet 33-1 got on the NICK's tail, opened fire at medium range and
observed hits on the right engine and wing root, Further firing resulted
in an explosion of the NICK's right auxillisry extermal tank, Flames
from this explosion charred the left wing of Viclet 33-1's plane, The
NICK tock violent evasive action, Vioclet 33-1 broke off the attack due
to being out of ammunition,
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Violet 33-2 plicked up his first target which was a truck on the turn=
around on the north end of Airfield No, 1., He strafed it, observing hits,
He then strafed a gun position just off the next turnaround to the east.
No fire or explonions were observed. He then joined the rest of his flight
for the attack on the freighter. After this, he joined in the attack on
the NICK, firing a deflection shot at the same time that Violet 33«1 made
hig first pass, After Vioiet 33-1 broke off his attack, Violet 33-2 got
on the NICK's tail and opsned fire from medium range, He observed hits
on the left engine, vwhich burst into flame, and also hits in the cockpit.
He broke off temporarily but again got on the NICK's tail as the NICK
pulled up to the left. Cpening fire at close range, he observed hits on
the tail and left wirg, He saw a strip which was possibly an aileron,
or whesl, dangling from the left wing, The NICK began a divimg turn to
the right ns Violet 33.2 fired a final burst, which resulted in an explo-
sion in the left wiag rrot. '"he NICK flipped over, his left wing tip
gtruck tha waver, and ho 2rmshed in a lerge explosion. Tho position of
the crash mas apmorimately 25 miles northwest of Iwo Jima.

Violet 33-4 nade a gbtrefing run from the west, Le observed flashes
coming from a gun porition on the east coast Just below the boat landing,
He fired into this posiiion, observing hits, He joined the balance of
his flight in the alfack on the ship, the bow of which was pointed approx-
imately 45 degress trve, Violet 33-4's firet pass wes made 45 deprees
to the bow, The secord pass sns made 90 degrees to the bow., He observed
hite going inte the eide and superstructure and saw a small explosion on
the superstructure., Falling off this target, he joined his flight as they
proceeded to climb and lead for the north part of Iwo Jima, When the
flipht reached 2,000 fiet on a course of 270 degrees, Violet 33-4 saw a
NICK 500 feet below ot 2 o'clock, approximately one mile away, heading
on a course of 435 degrasrs, He called the bogie in and started after him.
He fired three long bucsts but obeerved no hi*s, He then made three more
pasees and observed his {racers going into the fuselage, wing roots and
eanopy. Then, being out of ammunition, he broke off his attack and joined
Violet 33-1,

Violet 34~1 strafed a truck, buildings and enemy persomnnel on the
service apron at the southern end of Airfield No, 1. A large fire was
started as a resilt of this attack, As he came off the islan, he made
three strafing runs on the ship, observing hits on the bridge and at the
waterline,

Violet 34-2 strafed two trucks south of the northernmost turnaround
on Airfield No, 1. He %hen strafed six trucks and enemy personnel on the
beach just routh of the boat larding on the east coast, He then joined
his flipht leader in atiecking the ship.

Vicoies 35 flighn had been assigned the oll drums imbedded along the
beach on the wost coanst, The flight proceeded north of Iwo Jima, pass=-
ing over Kangolu Ima end pulling up to 2,000 feet over Hiraiwa Saki,
Violet 25-1 ohwerved & lot of emall piles of sand and rncks on the beach.
He fared iufo wha% anpeared to be oll dreums set into the sand for rifle
pita. e obssrved dirsct hits at harmonized range by both 20mm and tracers,
but the drums did noi explede or catch fire, Heads of drums appeared to
have been cut off. He swept his fire along the beach, turning off the
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target over the west boat landing. Retiring out to sea and elimbing, he
saw a small boat the size of a seagoing tug approximately 1,000 yards off
Tobiighi Bana, headed approximately 10 degrees toward shore, Violet 35
flight made seven strafing attacks from 45 degrees to dead astern ofi
the boat, getting many hits at the waterline and on the superstructure,
When the flight left his target, the boat was drifting and settling in
the white foam water and among the rocks directly off the sruth tip of
the island, They observed two men or bodies in the water,

Violet 35-2 saw the oil drums assigned as a target but was not in a
position to fire on them, He observed gix to eight landing type craft
in the west boat landing, He observed three LO0mm tracers coming from
this position and therefore fired into the ships while turning off the
target. Damage as a result of this strafing was unobserved.

Viclet 35=3 was also out of position to hit the oil drums but obser=-
ved the fire from Viclet 35-1 go directly into them, Violet 353 fired
into & wooden building north of the intersection of the roads on the west
beach, He saw hits on the buildimg, Automatic weapone fire prevented him
eontinuing his pass scuth along the beach, He pulled off the target 2,000
feet south of the boat landing.

Viclet 35-4 fired down a whole row of drums but saw no results from
his fire. He observed tracer fire coming from a revetment and buildinp:
in the vicinity of the west boat landing. He attacked this pofition and-
the firing ceased. Automatic weapons fire from north of the voleano
foreed him to retire out to sea 2,500 feet south of the boat landing,

Violet 36-1 thoroughly strafed an automatic weapons position that was
firing at him from the beach approximately due west from the turnaround
on Airfield Nn, 2. He then strafed 2 or 3 single~engine aircraft,which
may or may not have been operatiomal, just west of the turnaround. Cone
tinuing his pass east of the turnaround, he started a fire midway between
the turnaround and the east coast., As he pulled off the island, the burne
ing area exploded and dark smoke roge to 2,000 feet, He next obgerveil the
ship off the east coast and strafed it from stern to bow; observing hits
all along the deck and bridge, When he left, the freighter was smokimg
from 2 or 3 different places,

Violet 36-2 saw 3 clipped-wing ZEKES parked wing tip to wing tip at
the west edge of the No, 2 Airfield runway intersection, He fired into
the ZEKES and the center one immediately exploded and burst into flame,
Inasmuch as the 3 ZEKES were parked so close topether, Violet 36-2 beligves
the two outside ones must have been severely damaged when the middle one
exploded, Coming off the island, he observed a ship and joined three
other P-38's who were strafing the ship in string formation. He nbsesved
hits along the side and bridge,

Violet 36-3 made his pass on the deck across Airfield No, 2, He saw
the three ZEKES (the middle one was burninz) and just as he started to
atrafe the other two, he received hits from automatic weapons fire which
tore off a large section of his left outboard horizontal stabilizer and
damaged his left vertical stabilizer and rudder, He immediately headed
for Minami Rock and orbitted there until joined by the B-29's,

Violet 36-4 etrafed two of the landing craft near the west hoat land-
ing, observing hits on one of them. He continued across the island with-
out picking up a specific target and was just about to join in the attack

CONFIDENTIAL -3~ CONFIDENTTAL

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958




T

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL
318TH Fiphter Group Mission Remort # 12-66 (Consclidated) -~ CONTINUER

4,

5.

CONT'D

on the ship when he heard Violet 36-3 call in and say that he had been
hit, He therefore joined Violet 36-3 and accompanied him to Minami Rock,

Violet 37-1 remained with the bombers until they came within one
mile of Iwo Jima, He then saw the seagoing tug off the south tip of the
island and proceeded to attack it, He made a total of seven strafing
passes on the boat, observing tracers pour into it onm each pass, After
his last pass, he gaw the hoat crash into the rocks on the southeast tip
of the island, The boat was smoking when he left the area.

Viclet 37-2 remained with the borbers and did not attack any target.

A/A varied, Fire from the wemt shore was meaper and inaccurate ex-
cept for the automatic weapons positirng just north of the gouth voleano,
which was intense and inaccurate, Fire from the positions in the vicinity
of AMrfield No, 2 was moderate and accurate, Viclet 36-3 was hit from
these positions, Inténse barrape tyve fire was observed coming from po-
sitions south of the east . boat landing, Fire from these positions
(40mm or larger) put up an intense barrapge over the ship just after the
pilots completed their strafing attacks,

At 1030 all planes had completed their attacks and rendezvcused with
the B-29's at Minami Rock, They headed for base at 1040.

A. Good enrcute and return with the exception of a few small fronts.
Good over target; clouds, .3 cumulus, 4000 to 5000 feet.
B. Loud and clear,

See Narrative,
10,841 rounds ,50 cal, 1,428 rounds 20mm, 10,577 pallons pas.

Dther observations:

Violet 35-1 observed white phosphorous exploding in the air directly
over the fire started by Violet 34-1 at the southern end of Airfield No,
1. Smoke from this fire and from the burning ZEKE was visible from Mine
ami Rock,

No operational planes other than those mentioned in this report
were seen, either on the runways or in the wooded dispersal area.

When planes finished strafing the naval transpori A F D smoke was
scen rising from three places along the deck, The B-29 navigational
escort planes observec intense A/A fire emitting from this ship when it
was under strafing atiack by the P-38's.

A thorough raccnnaissance of Minami Rock hy Violet 34-1 did not dis-
elose the presence of a rzdar installation,

SANDERS
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

2/, December 1944

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-46 (Consolidated)
P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 124

d;

2,

3.
Ll

A, Eighteen (18) P-3RL's, (One did not reach the target)

B, None

A, None

B. One (1) ZEKE destroyed on the ground; Two {2) twin-engine aireraft

damaged on the ground; Four (L) single-engine aireraft damaged on
the ground,

Fighter sweep on Iwo Jima,

Capt. PARK, Lts. RIVAS, ERBELE, DUPUY, (Violet 34)
Capt. MoCOWN, Lts. BYER®, SNYDER, RESER. (Violet 35)
Capt, OTTENSTEIN, Lts, DUKET, KENDIE, DOMAHUE. (Violet 36)
Lts, JACOBSON, DUNN, LIEBGOTT, CARDEN, (violet 37)
Lts. WILSON, BESCHE, (Vielet 38)

Takeoff: 0615 =~ Over Target: 1015 - Land: 1332

The five flights rendezvoused with three B-29's (navipating eseort)
over East Field and headed for Iwo Jima, Anproximately 15 minutes after
takeoff, Violet 35-4 lost coolant out of his right engine and the left
turbo started to smoke, He returned to Saipan, landing at Isely Field
at 0650, The remaining 17 P-38's were escorted to within 30 miles of
Ivo Jima, Violet 38 romained vwith the B-29's and Violets 34, 35, 36, &
37 were set on course for the target area, They formed line abreast
and made one strafing run across the island from northvest to goutheaet,

Violet 34~1 observed three aireraft near the junetion of the run-
ways on Airfield #2, One was a silver single-engine fiphter (probably
a TOJO) and the other two were dark, oamouflaged ZEKES. Violet 34-1
hit the silver plane with a long burst, but it did not explode or catch
fire, He then strafed the ZEKES, setting one of them on fire. This
ZEKE was definitely destroyed. Violet 34-1 theh strafed three beached
ships on the east shore of the island, near the boat landing, with
unobserved results,

Violet 3/-2 did not pick up a tarpet until he was almost neross
the island, He then observed and strafed a gun position located near
the beached ships on the east shore. The results of the strafing were
not observed,

Violet 34-3 strafed a ZEKE in a revetment just southeast of the
#2 Adrfield runway intersection, Hits were observed btut no specific
damape noted, Violet 34-3 then observed 3 other orerational aircraft
parked just south of the ZEKE'!'s revetment. He was unable to pet his
nose down in time to strafe these three aireraft,

Violet 34-L observed 5 airecraft in bunkers south of Airfield #2,

He fired a long burst at the aircraft and observed hits on two of them,
but they did not burn. He then observed a truck full of Japs on the
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road just east of the runways. The Japs dismounted and scattered for
cover but Violet 34-4 was pulling up at the time and could not strafe
the troops, While passing over the ensdt shore of the island, he obacte
ved and strafed a possible gun positish on the beach east of the runways,
He observed hits in the revetment,

Vieolet 35-1 found ne targets other than a truck and steam roller on
the south tip of Airfield #2, which he strafed, He observed one single
engine aireraft in o revetment on the northeast corner of Airfield #1.

Violet 35-2 strafed a VAL in a revetment between Airfield #1 and
Airfield #2, scuth of the intersection of No, 2 runways, No hits were
observed.,

Violet 35-3 strafed a silver single-engine aircraft in one of 2
1ine of revetments connecting the two airfields, 20mm hits were obser-
ved and the enemy plane was left smoking, He then strafed a truck and
enemy persomncl on the north tip of Airfield ¥1.

Viclet 36-1 observed a gun position near the beach west of Airfield
#2. He strafed it with unobserved results, He next observed a large,
screen-type radar just southwest of the turnaround on Airfield #2, He
strafed this installation without being able to determine specific damage,
A gun position just to the left of the radar was firing as Violet 36-1
passed this area.

Violet 36-2 saw two twin-engine aireraft parked 100 feet apart be-
tween the ridpe and the west taxiway of #2 Airfield, He strafed both
planes, observing many hits on each, He also hit a Jap who was running
from one plane to the other,

Violet 35-3 found himself on the deck at the west beach, He fired
into unidentified beach positions., As he pulled up, he noticed a large
white puff of smcke similar to drifting steam on his left, He turned
and fired into the smoke, Continming his pass, he strafed grass huts
south and west of Airfield #3, WNosing over, he then strafed a concen-
tration of running Japs (approximately 50 or 60) midway between the west-
ern end of Alrfield #3 and the north turnaround of Airfféld #2, Retir-
ing southeastward, he continued to strafe across the iasland,

Violet 36~-4 was approximately 150 fect to the left of Violet 36-3
and made an almost identical strafing run, He observed an additional
concentration of troons north of those attacked by Violet 36=3, He
strafed these troops and observed his fire hitting among them, Retiring
southeastward, he fired at some buildings (probably comerete) 3,000 feet
northeast of the East-West runway of #2 Airfield,

Violet 37-1 approached the island pulling up to 1,000 fect. He
nosed over at the beach and observed numerous wrecked aircraft on and
about Airficld #3. His course during the run was approximately 3209
&nd*took kim over the area formerly occupied by the industrial plant,
This entire area appeared levelled, The P-38's on his right forced him
to stirafe north of his assigned target area, Numerous grass shacks were
seen and strefed aorth of the turnaround, He continued his strafine run
north and northenst of Airfield #2, hitting what apreared to be cement
structures approximetely 5,000 feet northeast of the turnaround,

Violet 37-2 fired into & larpe house 7,000 feet northwest of the
turnaround and into the gun position south of #3 airfield, He then
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strafed the gun position east of the radar station mear #2 airfield;

Violet 373- strafed houses southeast of #3 Airficld, He observed
two fires, one approximaﬁely 2,000 fset east of #3 Airfield and the
other 2,000 fect west of #3 Airfieldi He retired northeast, strafing
the gun position directly east of the east ehd of #3 Airfield,

Violet 37.4 sirafed across the dentet of Afrfisld #3 and, turning
left, strafed the radar station 2,500 feet north-northeast of the east
end of Adrfield #3, He observed his 20mm shells entering the build-
ing., Violet 37-4 retired north off the island.

Meager to moderate A/A from machine guns and automatie weapons was
recelved from the following points:

Automatic weapons positions east of Airfield #2,
M/G position next to radar southeast of the turnaround on

Airfield #2,

M/G's near three beached ships on east coast.
p M/G 100 yards east of the west shore, due west of Airfield
4

The A/A fire sesmed to be accurate as to direction but inaccurate
as to altitude, Violet 36-1 received a jagped tesr on the right outer
collant jacket cowling from a probable automatic weapon, Violet 36-2
received a2 gmall hole in the nose of his plane from a probable machine
gun,

After the P-38's completed their strafing runs, they rendezvoused
with the B-29's between Imo Jima and Minamt Rock and headed for base,

A, Good enrcute and return; clouds ,4 to .6, Over target, poor -- solid
overcast at 700 feet and raining,
B. Loud and clear,

See narrative,
7,140 rounds .50 cal. 976 rounds 20mm, 12,495 pallons gas,

The radar station just southwest of the turnaround on Airfield #2
was definitely identified, This installation does not apnear on
current maps or photogravhic interpretations,

SANDERS

? Director of Intellipence, AAFPOA

" s Hg, Seventh Air Force

" 1 Hg, VII Firhter Command
n CTU 94.4.1

m Ench Sguadron eoncerned
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19 December 1944,

CONSULIDATED NISSION REPORT

P-38 Provisional Squadron Mission # 12-3
318th Fighter Croup Mission # 12-32

1, A, Eighteen P-38L's, (Two did not reach the target).
B. One ZERE.

2, A, None,
B. One ZEKE shot down (Confirmed); one ZEKE demaped; one BETTY damaged,

3., Lov level firhter sweep on Iwo Jima,

L. Major ROESER, Lts, J.P, MORRIS, EUSTIS, F/O JAMES., (Violet 33) - (3334 Sq)
Captain TENNANT, Lte, STAMPE, KENDLE, DUNN. (Violet 34) - (19th Sq)
Captain MULLIGAN, Lts DE YONKER, FANCHER, VMONYELLE, (Violet 35) - (333d Sq)
Captain MC CO"N, Lte, HEAGNEY, KANE, REDFIELD (Violet 36) = (73rd Sq)
Lts SMITH, M, BEWNETT, (Violet 37) - (73rd Sq)
Takeoff: 0715 Over Target: 1110 Land: 1430

A11 five fliphts rendezvoused with the three B-29's (navipating escort) over
East Field and proceeded to Ivo Jima at 10,000 feet, Lt Dunn (Violet 34-4) develop-
ed an air lock which prevented gas from the external and wing tip tanks from flow-
ing properlm, He was A00 miles from base at the time and was ordered to return,
accompanied by Lt, Kendle (Violet 34-3),

The flights let down when 60 miles from the target in order to approach Iwo '°
Jima on the deck, The B-29's put them on course for Iwo, but the heading brought
the flights to Minami Rock instead, As soon as Minami Rock was siphted, the flights
chanped course and approached Two Jima from the west, Violet 37 remained with the
B-29'g as fighter escort,

The other 14 planes approached the target line abrenst, on the deck, Captain
Tennant (Violet 34-1) and his wing men, Lt Stampe (Violet 34-2), spotted a ZEKE
flying patrol at 1,500 feet directly over the island, Both pilota pulled up as the
ZEKE turned to the left, The ZEKE apparently did not observe our attaek because he
tock no evasive aetion until bullets from Violet 3/-1 and 34-2 started to hit hie
plane, Captain Tennant observed 3 20MM shells hit the ZEKE direetly behind the
pilot, in the vieinity of the oxyeen tank, Lt Stampe observed tmo of his bursts
hit the ZEKE, One ot the engine below the cowling and one on the =ing root, As
Captain Tenmant hroks away, the ZEKE was smoking, Lt, Stampe obgerved the ZEKE
crash northvest of Airfield # 1,

Major Roeser observad tvo silver ZEKES taxiing and a BETTY with its engines
running on the NE-SV runvay of Airfield # 2, He turned into the three aireraft and
opened fire, Hie wing min was concentrating on strafing gun positions and did not
see him turn off, He scored hite on t“e BETTY and on one ZEKE, The latter spun
around suddenly as if in a ground loop, Neither plane was observed to explode or
burn, nor was it possible to determine vhether the planes stopped afterwards.
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