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CONFIDENT IAL i CONFIDENT IAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

27 November 1944

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MIASION # 11-48
19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION # 11-8

1-

A, Two (2) P-47D's.
B, One (1) S/FE enemy aircraft (ZEKE).

A, None
B. One (1) S/E enemy aireraft (ZEKE) destroyed, confirmed,

Combat Air Patrol.
Lts, LUSTIC, CUNEO, (Violet 8)
Takeoff: 1243 -  Landed: 1322

While orbiting Marpi Point at 15,000 feet on Combat Air Patrol,
Control ordered element to Gurguan Point at 20,000 feet, After
arriving on station element was ordered to 27,000 feet. Element
was then vectored on course 240 degrees which Control changed to
170 degrees and again changed to 240 degrees, When element was
about 5 miles north of Rota, Violet 8-1 observed a plane circling
Rota at 31,000 feet, but lost track of him shortly after sighting,
Control then vectorsd flight to Saipan. Violet 8-1 apain sighted
the bogie 15-20 miles southwest of Gurguan Point at 28,000 feet.
Altitude of Violet B-1, 28,500 feet, The element stayed up sun and
closed with the bogie, Bogie was identified as enemy and Lt. LUSTIC
(Violet 8-1) pulled in astern of him and fired a four-hundred round
burgt., The enemy aireraft started to burn intensely and dive for
the deck out of control and crashed at sea,

Element then returned to Gurguan Point and was ordered to
orbit there at 18,000 feet., After orbiting for 15 minutes element
was ordered to return to base,

5. A. .3 cumulus; tops at 7,000 fest,
B. Loud and clear,
6, TNone
7, 400 rounds ,50 cal, ammo, = 500 gallons gas.,
8, Tdentification of Jap plane confirmed by statement of Violet
8-2 who at first believed the plane had an inline engine. Further
questioning revealed that plane had a radial engine and was identi-
fied as a ZEKE.
SANDERS
CONFIDENTIAL : CONFTDENTTAL
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIEL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.0, # 244

27 November 1944

INDIVIDUAL PTLOT KARRATIVE REPORTS
: (Group Mission #11-48, 27 Nov, 1944)

1T, STANLEY F, LUSTTC (VieTet 81T

While I was leading an element on Combat Air Patral, orbiting
Gurguan Point at 27,000 feet, T was given a vector of 240 degrees, When
the element arrived in the vicinity of Rota I observed a bogie orbiting
the island but I immediately lost him, He was about 31,000 feet. Con-
trol then vectored me back to Saipan,

I again spotted the bogie 15-20 miles southwest of Gurguen
Point at 28,000 feet, My altitude was between 28,500 fest to 29,000
feet at the time, I pulled up sun from him and immediately observed
that it was a S/E enemy plane, He had roundels on each wing and also
on the fuselage.

Doing about 250 MPH I closed with him and fired a 400 round
burst from directly behind him, He immediately burst into flame, his
canopy fell off and he fell for the ocean, I saw him crash,

At first I wasn't sure whether it was a ZEXE or not because
of the size of his canopy which floated by me, but I feel pretty sure
now that it was due to the fact that it had a ZEKE wing and fuselage,

/s/ Stanley J, Lustic
/t/ STANLEY J, LUSTIC,
2nd Lt,, Air Corps,

LT, WILLIAM J, CUNEU (Violet B-2)

While on Combat Air Patrol with Lt, LUSTIC, my leader, we were
Yectored by Control to Rota where we observed a bogie at 31,000 fest
over the island, Vie lost him and Control then headed us back for Sai-
pan, When we reached a point approximately 15-20 miles southwest of
Gurguan Point, Tinian Island, I observed a bopie at 28,000 feet. Our
altitude at that time was 28,500 feet. We pulled aside from him and
identified him as enemy. Lt. LUSTIC pulled in behind him and fired.
The enemy plane immediately burst into flame and crashed into the water,
It was a single-engine plane which at first appeared to have an in-line
engine but from the position I was in I couldn't be sure,

We heard another P-47 flight on the radio call in a parachute
in the vicinity of the plane we shot down, but I didnot see it,

After he was shot down we reported in to Control, We contimued
to patrol at 18,000 feet over Gurguan Point,

SRS (o Sgran)

/s/ William J, Cuneo
/t/ WILLIAM J. CUNEO,

Captain, Air Corps,
CONFIDENTIAL

2nd Lt., Air Corps:

CONFIDENT TAL
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CONFIDENTTAL : CONFIDENTTAL
318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AIPOOU # 244

27 November 194L

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION # 11-42 (Consolidated)
19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION # 11-8
73RD PIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION # 11-11
333D FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION # 11-12

1. A, Eighteen (18) P-38L's, (One (1) did not take-off; five (5) others
did not reach the target;
B, One (1) twin-engine enemy aireraft; four (4) ZEKES,

2, A, None
B, Two (2) ZEKES (Confirmed)

. 3. Escort two squadrons of B-24's and one F-5 to Iwo Jima,

4. Lts, JACOBSON, RICKARD, LOFLIN, SITTON. (Violet 3)
Lte, WIL3ON, F/O WALKER, Lts. AMON, SWITH, (Violet 5)
Caot. PARK, Lte. SULLIVAN, STEPHENSON, F/0 JiMES. (Violet 1)
Capt. OTTENSTEIN, Lt, ERBELE, (Violet 4)
Major ROESER, Lts, REDFIELD, STROUD, STOLZ,' (Violet 2)

Takeoff: 0930 - Over target: 1320 - Land: 1700

F/0 JAMES (Violet 1-4) bogged down in  soft ground while taxiing
and did not takeoff. Capt, PARK (Violet 1-1) could not get gas from
his belly tank, He turned around 200 miles from base and pancaked at
1110. Lt. SULLIVAN (Violet 4-2) began losing power 225 miles from
base, He returned, accompanied by Lt, STEPHENSON (Violet 4-3). They
pancaked at 1145. Lt. WILSONs(Violet 5-1) right-engine cut out right
after takeoff, He pancaked at 0940, F/0 WALKER (Violet 5-2) turned

. back at 1120 due to fuel prescure failure, He pancaked at 1305,

Violet 3 was te act as top cover for 3 B-2.'s who furnished the
navigation escort, While orbitting between Minami Rock and Iwo Jima,
Violet 3-1 observed one ZEKE make 4 head-on pase on the navigating B-24s,
and pull away in a 180° turn, The ZEKE dropped two phosphorous bembs on-
the B=24's but did no damage, Vioclet 3-1 pulled in behind the ZEKE and
fired three bursts, the last of which was effective, Pleces foll avay
from the enemy's tail section and fuselage and the ZEKE started to
smoke, As the ZEKE rolled over out of control, Violet 3-2 fired a short
burst as Violet 3-1 broke awgy., The ZEKE continued in a steep dive and
wag observed to crash at sea. This action was confirmed by Violet 3-2
and Violet 3-3, As the strike force of B-24's withdrew from the targe+,
Viclet 3-3 observed one ZEKE with 2 P-3%'s on his tail, headed for the
iegland, The P-38's broke contact and withdrew whereupon Violet 3-3
and Violet 3-4 pave chase. The ZEKE was pursued to within 5 miles of
Ivo Jima where he was overtaken by Vielet 3.3, He shot away pieces
of the ZEKE's tail assembly and started a fire in the right side of
the engine housing, The ZEKE rolled over on his back, flaming, and
disappeared in a eloud formation, Shortly after this, Violet 3-3 and
Violet 3-4 observed a splash in the water below and an oil slick, After

CONFIDENTIAL -1 CONFIDENTIAL

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958

CONFIDENTIAL ' ' GONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION # 11-42 (Consolidated) -- Continued

A.

5.

Cont'd.

this action, the flight reformed with the navigating B-24's and ren-
dezvoused at Minami Rock.

Violet 5 provided medium cover for the strike force B-24's, They
went up the west side of Iwo Jima as the bombers went over the targot
and made a 180° turn at the north tip of the island, They then returned
to the south end of the island, crossed over and picked up the bombers
as they came off the target, accompanying them to the rendezvous point,

Violet 4-1 and Violet Z-2 acted as high cover for the strike force
B-24's, They 5'd back and forth over the formation between 22,000 and
24,000 feet. Violet 4-1 spotted a twin-engine enemy aircraft (probably
an JRVING) over the south edge of Imo Jima, headed morth at 21,000 feet,
Violet 4~1 got on his tail and opened fire at 1,200 feet, After a
short burst, all guns quit firing, so Violet 4-1 pulled away, Violet
4-1 and Violet L-2 then approached the north tip of Iwo Jima where they
ran into meager, inaccurate, heavy A/A., Then then headed for Minami
Rock. Halfway between Iwo Jima and Minami Rock, a ZEKE was called in,
Both Violet Z-1 and Violet 4-2 made an overhead, head-on pass. No hits
were observed and shortly thereafter they observed this same ZEKE burst
into flames from hits received by two P-38's which were on its tail,

Violet 2-1 and Violet 2-2, flying high cover for the strike force
B-24's, observed a ZEKE diving toward Iwo Jima from Minami Rock. They
were at 26,000 feet and realized the futility of chasing the ZEKE over
the island, They patrolled at 26,000 feet until rendezvous time, when
they joined the formation over Minami Rock,

Violet 2-3 and Violet 2-4 escorted the F-5, dropping from 18,000
feet to 50 feet, They covered the F-5 on its run along the east shore
and never did sece any A/A or enemy aircraft, They did not rendezvous
at Minami Rock but rejoined the formation half way home,

A, Enroute: .4 cumlus, tops, 9,500 feet, Over target: .3 cumulms,
tops, 9,500 feet, Return: .4 cumulus, tops, 9,500 feet.

B. Loud and clear,

No damage to the enemy on the ground,

1,830 rounds .50 cal, ammo. 327 rounds 20mm ammo. 8,500 gallons gas.
The ZEKES were painted 0.D, or very dark green, No special mark-

ings were observed.

SANDERS

CONFIDENTIAL . -2 - ; CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL CONF IDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A.P.O, # 244

27 November 1044

INDIVIDUAT PIIOT NARRATIVE REPORTS
(Group Mission #11-42, 27 Nov, 1944)

LT, ROY &, JACOB 0N (Violet 3-I)

My flight was to proteet the 3 B-24's who were acting as navi-
gation escort for our fightors on this mission, We were about 5 mileg
north of Monami Island at 2,000 feet, when I observed a ZEKE make a pass
on the escort B-2L's and drop two phosphorous bombs, He made a head-on
pase from above, broke away in a 180 degree turnm, I pulled in behind the
ZEKE and fired three bursts from close range, The last burst was good and
I obeerved pieces fall away from his fuselage and tail assembly, 4s he
turned over on his back he started to smoke and fall for the deck,

As T broke away I observed my wingman firing a short burst on
the plane who was already falling for the deck, The ZEFE crashed in the
water below us. After this action we contimued to search the mrea keeping
the escort B-24's in sight,

/s/ Roy A. Jacobson —
/t/ ROY A, JACOBSON,
lst Lt., Air Corps,

IT, ROBERT E. RTCKARD (¥iolet 3-2)

I flew the wing position to Lt, JACOBSCN, Vielet 3 leader, on
escort to Iwo Jima, 27 November 1944,

As we were orbiting over the escort B-24's north of Monamil Is-
land I observed a ZEKE attack the B-24's. He made a head-on pasg and
dropped phosphorous bombs,

Lt. JACOBSON pulled in behind the ZEKE and fired three bursts.
I observed picces of the ZEKE shot away, He began to smoke and just as
Lt. JACOBSON pulled amay I pulled in and got a short burst as the ZEKE
fell for the deck. He crashed in the water, '

The enemy plane did not take any evasive action, He wasg 0.D.
in eolor, with no special markings outside of the usual roundels that
I could observe,

/8/ Robert E, Rickard
/t/ ROBERT E, RICKARD,
2nd Lt,, Adr Corps,

1_TR'E_COPT: Gg’“ \,

C. L. HOOVFR,
Captain, Air Corps,

CONFIDENTTIAL CONF IDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
AP0, # 244

27 November 1944

INDIVIDUAL PIIOT NARRATIVE REFORTS
(Group Mission #11-42, 27 Nov, 1944)

- LT, VILLIAW X, LOFLIN {Violet 3-3)

As the strike force of B-24's were coming off the Target, I
observed a ZEKE with two P-38's on his tail headed for Iwo Jima, For
some reason unknown to me the P-38's broke off the chase, I immediately
headed for the ZEKE who at that time was in a 30-degree dive, I pushed
everything forward and indicated better than 450 MPH to overhaul him,
About 5 miles from Iwo Jima I fired a burst but I was still out of range,

Finally I pulled in astern of him and gave him a long burst. He
took no evasive action, I observed hits on the fusclage and engine.
Pieces of his tail were shot away and flame came out of the right side
of the engine enveloping the cockpit. He rolled over on his back flaming
and went into some clouds, I pulled away and observed a circle and oil
slick below in the water where he had gone in, My wingman and myself
then joined our f1ight and continued to give protection to the escort B-24's.

/s/ William A, Loflin
/t/ WILLIAM A. LOFLIN,
1st Lt,, Air Corps.

LT, YENNETH S, STITTON (Vielet 3-%)

I was number four man in Violet 3 flight, flying Lt. LOFLIN's
wing, While protecting the escort B-24's in the vicinity of Monami Is-
land, I cbserved a ZEKE headed for Iwo Jima, with two P-38's on his
tail, They immediately broke contact. Lt. LOFLIN and I took up the
chase and when about five miles from the island overhauled him,

Lt, IOFLIN closed with him and while he fired I observed pieces
of his tail section fall away and his engine burst into flame, As he
started to burn he rolled on his back and went into a cloud. ¥e searched
the area below and saw a splash in the water and a resultant oil slick,

TWe returned to our flight and continued to orbit,
/8/ Kenneth S, Sitton

/t/ KENNETH S, SITTON,
1st Lt., Adr Corps.

v [

C. L, HOOVER,
Captain, Air Corps,

CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTTAL
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