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./ 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON,
# 318TH FIGHTER GROUP,
: AP.O. $244

23 OCTOBER 1944

SUBJECGT: INDIVIDUAL PILOT NARRITIVE REPORTS, ESCORT MISSION,
MINAMI ISLAND, OCTOBER 21, 1944,

T0 : +§=2, 318TH FIGHTER GROUP, A.P.0. f244.

CAPT, CHARLES W. TENNANT, FLIGHT LEADER, VIOLET 2.

LT. STROUD, VIOLET 1-4, CALLED IN THE ENEMY PLANE, AT
THAT TIME | WAS BELOW HIm SO | THREW THE WATER TO MY SHIP AND
GLIMBED TO GET ABOVE HIM. MY ELEMENT GOT ARQUND TO HIS RIGHT
SIDE AND MY WINGMAN AND MYSELF WENT TO HIS LEFT.

THE JAP STARTED A SHARP DIVING TURN TO THE LEFT AND |
FOLLOWED. | FIRED A VERY SHORT BURST AND OBSERVED INCENDIARY
HIT HIS RIGHT WING TIP. | KNEW THIS BURST WAS INEFFECTIVE.
MY SECOND BURST WENT INTO HIS TAIL ASSEMBLY. MY LAST BURST,
A LONG ONE, FROM ABOUT 20 DEGREES RAKED THE PLANE. 1 BEGAN
FIRING FROM ABOUT 1,200 FT. TO 700 FT. AWAY FROM THE JAP. |
OBSERVED HIS LEFT ENGINE START TO SMOKE AND PIECES OF HIS
COWLING FALL OFF, HIS BANK SEEMED TO INCREASE TO THE LEFT
AFTER | HAD FINISHED FIRING. HIS SPEED IN THE SHALLOW DIVE WAS
220 TO 300 M.P.H., IAS.

AS | PULLED AWAY MY WINGMAN ATTACKED.

£T. MOWARD o. KENDACL, WINGMAN, VIOLET 2-2.

| WAS NUMBER TWO MAN IN CAPT. TENNANT*S FLIGHT. AS SOON
AS THE ENEMY PLANE WAS CALLED IN | SAW IT. | THREW THE WATER TO
MY SHIP AT THE SAME TIME CAPT, TENNANT DID. | CUT IN TO THE LEFT
OF CAPT. TENNANT AND GOT MY LEAD ON THE JAP AS HE TURNED. |
FIRED BUT MY GUN SWITCH WASN'T TURNED ON. | DROPPED BACK BEHIND
CGAPT. TENNANT.

| OBSERVED CAPT. TENNANT FIRE FROM ASOUT 65 DEGREES, BUT |
DIDN'T NOTICE ANY RESULTS AT THE TIME, HE FIRED AGAIN FROM 20
DEGREES AND THE LEFT ENGINE STARTED TO SMOKE. PIECES OF THE JAP'S
COWLING FELL OFF AND FLEW BETWEEN CAPT, TENNANT AND MYSELF.

WHEN GAPT. TENNANT PULLED AWAY | PULLED IN AND FIRED. |
AIMED AT THE RIGHT ENGINE BUT OVERLEAD. | DREW MY LEAD BACK AND
OBSERVED MY TRACER HIT AREA OF THE RIGHT ENGINE AND CANOPY. |
FIRED AS0UT 265 RDS. WHEN | PULLED AWAY THE LEFT ENGINE WAS
SWOKING. PLANE APPEARED TO BE IN CONTROL STILL TURNING TO THE
LEFT IN A SHALLOW DIVE.

£T. ROY &a JACOBSON, ELEMENT LEADER, VIOLET 2=3.

AFTER ENEMY AIRCRAFT WAS REPORTED IN, I PULLED OVER TO THE
RIGHT SIDE OF HIM. THIS PUT SIX PLANES ON HIS LEFT AND TWO TO
HIS RIGHT. AS | WAS CLOSING ON HIS RIGHT HE BROKE TO THE LEFT
TOWARD MAJOR WILLIAMS. AS THE JAP TURNED LEFT, HE WENT INTO A
SHALLOW DIVE AND WNET UNDER MAJ. WILLIAWMS FLIGHT. | ALSO TURN-
ED LEFT AND PULLED IN BEHIND CAPT. TENNANTS ELEMENT WAITING TO
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