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[ Narrative History of the 19th Fighter Squadron for
the month of August 1944;

The day that the island of Tinlan fell to the United
States Marine Corps, 1 August 1944, the 19th Fighter Squadron
moved from Isely to East Field, the new 5,000 foot strip on Kag-
man Point, Salpan, The entire movement was accomplished without

* interrupting the dally tactical strikes against the remaining Jap-
anese forces on Tinian, Two strafing missions were successfully
completed that evening.

A €omparison with the July History shows that following
the fall of Tinian, the Squadron guantitative performance record
was reduced by about ome-third, The monthly flying time of 1538:10
included 27 missions for a total of 264 pilot sorties and 12 abort-
ives, With the exception of 7 Search missions, the entire Squadron
effort consisted of bombings and/or strafings. The emphasis on
targets shifted from Tinian to Pagan Island, plus a few strikes
against the enemy-held Rota and Aguijan Islands, 86 1/2 tons of
500 1b, G,P, bombs and 6 3/5 tons of Fire bombs were dropped against
varé:g targets while 90,500 rounds of ,50 cal, ammnition were ex-
pended,

The reduction 1n the number of missions performed was
indieative of the rapid progress of the offensive campaign in the
Marianas, July had offered a maximum of targets and missions to
be flown - there was plenty of work for all 7th AAF Squadrons based
in the Marianas, With the capture of Tinian and Guam, the only re-
maining islands in enemy hands that were of interest to the fighter
squadrons were Rota, Aguljan, and Pagan, The first two were, in a
sense, reserved for those squadrons based on Guam while Pagan be-
came the particular objective of the 318th Fighter Group based at
East Fleld, Saipan. A definite routine was established which re-
sulted in one mission a day being scheduled against this island to
our north. The 19th, 73rd, and 333rd Fighter Squadrons alternated
in the performance of three basic duties, - Combat Air Patrol,

a daylight :Alert period, and strikes against the enemy, Thus
every third day this Squadron sent 16-20 ships to Pagan to aid in
keeping that island completely neutralized, To place this mission
in the category of a2 "milk run" would be a misstatement of fact.
Although the Japanese garrison was denied the use of their runway
due to the incessant bombings, they were able to keep a great num-
ber of medium to heavy A/A guns in action and their accuracy with
these weapons has earned them a healthy respect from the pilots in
this Group. The losses, as far as this Squadron is concerned, have
been one plane shot down (Mission Report 8-3) and one plane serious-
1y hit although the pilot was able to return to base (Mission
Report # 8-22), The pllot of the downed plane was picked up at sea
the next day (Mission Regort-#s-ll) after having spent a portion of
the night on the Jap-held island.

The month of August saw the successful conclusion of the
19th Fighter Squadron's primary mission in the Marianas campaign.
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Narrative History of the 19th Fighter Squadron for the
month of August 1944, (cont'd),

Ground support had been the important thing from the 22nd of June,

the day the first fighter pilots landed on Saipan, until the

American Flag was ralsed on CGuam and 1t was officially seeured,
During that time every strike against the enemy was of paramount
importance in terms of yards gained and American lives saved, With
the capture of Guam the war, in a sense, moved away from the
immediate scene, There was time to looﬁ over the Squadron's per-
formance in a detached and objective way that was heretofore
impossible, .
In the course of the Marianas campaign which saw the
successful invasion and capture of Saipan, Tinlan, and Guam Islands,
the 19th Fighter Squadron compiled an enviable record of nfirstst,
Led by Major HARRY E, McAFEE on 22 June 1944 the flying officers of
this Squadron were the first 7th AAF pilots to land on Aslito air-
field, Saipan, In July, Major McAFEE was the first 7th AAF fighter

lot over Tinian Island on D-Day when he directed the troops to

e landing beaches (Mission Report # 7-60, July History also In-
closure # 1), Later in the Tinian campaign Major McAFEE was the
first 7th AAF pilot to land at Ushi Pt, airfield on that bitterly
contested island (Inelosure # 1), Lt. HOWARD H, BARRETT, on &
Aupust 1944, while on a dive-bombing mission over Guam had to make
a forced landing at Orote airfield, Guam, and thus became the
first 7th AAF pllot to use that field (Mission Report # 8-7),

The most spectacular "first" held by any member of the

Squadron was found in the experiences of Lt, JOHN J, DELP, Forced
to parachute from his plane, which had been fatally hit over Pagan
Island, Lt. DELP successfully employed his pibber 1life raft about
20 miles south of Pagan., During the night he drifted on to the
southern tip of Pagan where he stayed for approximately 40 min=-
utes (Mission Report # 8-3 and Inclosure # 2). Lt, DELP is the
only member of the United States Armed Forces to have spent any
time on Pagan Island and return without detection of attempted

capture,
These incidents, although in themselves,not tactically

important, serve as a powerful factor in aiding Squadron morale,

A "first" of more far-reaching importance and one which
visibly heightened pilot morale was the setting-up of a Squadron
rescue, plane to standby ready for instant use, This move result-
ed from two Squadron experiences in which attempts to rescue
pllots on rafts using avallable rescue facilities proved highly
unsatisfactory. In one case the pilot, Lt, ALBERT C, SCHAFFLE,
was lost (July History), and in the other case, Lt, DELP, the
rescue of the pilot was seriously Jeopardized ﬁr the Bquadron's
attempt to adhere to current rescue procedure directives, 1In
order to avoid this problem in future instances of pilots down at
sea the Squadron commander, Major HARRY E, McAFIE, outfitted a
P-47 with a2 yellow bedly-tank and a five-man 1ife raft slung to
the bomb shackles on each wing., This plane was to be available
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Narrative History of the 19th Fighter Squadron for the -
month of August 1944, (cont'd)

for instant duty. The plan was so well received by higher echelon
that the Bquadron was relieved of the necessity for keeping it
always available, A 318th Fighter Group Operations Order now
directs this duty to the squadron standing the daily alert, thus
providing adequate and immediate aid to any 7th AAF pilot un-
fortunate enough to be forced down at sea.

This campaign has been notable because for the first
time P-47 aireraft have been used exclusively for low altitude
ground suppoet work (Tnclosure # 3), Designed primarilly for high
altitude escort and interception there has been no instance during
the Marianas campaign when this type of work has been called for,
Yet the performance record of this aircraft, as far as this Squad-
ron 1s concerned, has been exceedingly high, Up to 31 August 1944
there was only one instance of a plane being out of commission be-
cause of "part" faijure, Lack of a tail wheel yoke assembly
grounded one plane from 26 August till 2 September, It is felt by
the flylng persomnel that no other fighter plane could have under-
gone such rlgorous usage these last 10 weeks and still achieve tle
malntenance record this Sguadron has enjoyed.

The ground forces on Saipan and Tinian Islands have re-
peatedly praised the effectiveness of the P-47's eight .50 cal.
machine guns, In numerous instances strafings of enemy troop con-
centrations have resulted in many enemy dead and immediate advance-
ment of our troops, Accuracy in dive-bombing with 500 1b, G.P,
bombs has averaged around 80%, which is considered excellent, How-
ever, in connection with the 31ve-bombing, the problem of hung-up
bombs has been acute enough throughout the entire Group to warrant
a changing of all bomb shackles from the B-10 to the B-7 type.

Some of these hung-up bombs could not be jettisoned and had to be
brought back, A serious accident involving a hung-up bomb which
resulted in the death of the pllot of another squadron and seriou s
shrapnel injury to T/Sgt. Wil Shows of the 19th Fighter Sguadron
brought about a ecessation of all bombing by this Group until cor-
rective measures could be taken, It is hoped that the obvious
danger of bringing bombs back to the field will no longer be a
problem with the installation of the new B-7 type bomb shackles,

As discussed in the July History, the use of rockets has
been highly unsatisfactory in this Squadron and they were not used
during August. However, the arrival of the new M-14 steel launch-
ers to replace the old 5-50 plastic launchers is evidence of the
expected use of rockets in the near future, From all reports, the
M-14 launchers will make considerable difference in the effec%ive
use of the rocket projectile,

On 28 August 1944 Major HARRY E, McAFEE, Commanding
Officer, was transferred to the 318th Fighter Group thus termin-
ating a three year assoclation with the 19th Fighter Squadron,

He was replaced by Major De JACK WILLIAMS, formerly Operations
Officer of the 73rd Fighter Squadron,
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. 19TH FIGHTER ééﬁmam A’
Z18TH FIGHTER GROUP
AP0, # 244

SUBJECT: A newspaper "release" from Public Relations Office,
Seventh Alr Force,

A 7th AAF BASE IN THE MARTANAS: -- A one-man "beach-
head"™ on Jap-held Pagan Island at the northern end of the
Marianas chain was established August 2 by the 7th AAF and held
for 40 minutes, Having met no resistance from the enemy, the
single American troop retired in good order,

The purely acecidental "Invasion" of Pagan was made by
Second Lieutenant John J, Delp, 26, of Mullens, West Virginia,
pilot of a 7th AAF Thunderbolt fighter plane, after he was forced
to parachute from the plane to save his life,

In addition to the 40 minutes on the Pagan beach, Delp
spent 18 hours in a life raft before he was reached by a destroyez,
His adventure followed a bombing and strafing attack on the Jap
airfield at Pagan,

"I had Jjust released my bombs when two Jap shells hit the
belly of my plane," he sald, "It began to smoke and one of the
other pllots radiced me that I was on fire. The engine started
cutting out and finally quit. I jumped at about 1,000 feet,®

Delp landed In the ocean about 10 miles southeast of
Pagan, slipped out of his parachute harness and inflated his one-
man 1ife raft., His fellow 7th AAF pilots went into action and
scon led a transport plane to the spot to drop him a larger raft,

: "They clrcled around a while and then took off," Delp
said, "And, brother, that's when you begin to get that fonesome
feeling,"

It became dark and the raft drifted toward Pagan,
Finally it scraped on the beach of the shore,

"I got out and sat on a rock for a while," he said, "I
didn't try to explore what with it being night and my worrying
about Japs and what to do nmext, Finally I decided the sea offer-
ed a better chance of rescue with less risk so I pushed off, I
was there about 40 minutes,” :

ol Delp paddled away from Pagan, His only companion was
a shark,

"He was about six feet long," the pilot said, "but he
didn't bother me, He just hung arounﬁ." i

The next morning he watched search planes as they were
looking forvhim some distance away. He also saw one Jap plane,
which he hoped was not loockingz for him, When he set off his last
smoke bomb to attract attention, one of the P-47's from his own
Squadron spotted him and circled until he was picked up, ‘

Delp is the son of Mrs, Effie Delp of Mullens, W, Va,
Before joining the AAF in May 1942, he worked for the Lanark
Coat Co, at Mount Hope, W, Va,

Squadron History - August 1944,
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Ey . 19TH FIGHTER SQUADRON, m.
! 318TH FIGHTER GROUP

; A.P,0. # 244

SUBJECT: Newspaper Article from the Honolulu Advertiser, Honolulu, T.H.
3 July 1944.

A 7TH AAF FIGHTER BASE IN THE MARTANAS, July 3. - Going into section
for the first time in the central Pacific, P-47s of the Tth AAF fighter command
joined the battle against Japanese ground positions on Saipan in low-level
strafing attacks within eight hours after their landing at captured Aslito
airfield.

Since then the Thunderbolt fighters have been engaged in pinning
down the dwindling Japanese force with strafing and bombing attacks.

In one attack on Rota the Japanese airfield was bombed and strafed with
rocket gun and machinegun fire. Two Japanese planes, identified as single eng-
ine bombers, were destroyed on the ground. Japanese fire, mostly from small arms
and machineguns, proved ineffective against the Thunderbolts and all returned
from the mission.

The captured airfield on Saipen, renamed Isely Field by the American
forces, became the base for the Thunderbolts on the eighth day after the first
beachhead was established. It was operational three days after the field was
secured and the P-47s flew in, led by Maj. Harry E. McAfee, Piedmont, Cal.

The landing was made at 9 a.m. and by 5 p.n. of the same day the P-47s
took to the air again to hit gun positions and other Japanese strongholds
which were holding up the advance of the ground troops.

Bince first going into action the Thunderbolts have made at least ome .
misgion against the Japanese each day, most of them of the low-level variety
with strafing from the rocket and mechine guns.
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