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Narrative History of the 19th Fighter Squadron for the month of
July, 19443

The 318t of July marked the end of the 19th Fighter Squadron's first
tull month of combat flying in World Wer IT. Logging a total flying time of

intended, that of high dltitude es
82 scheduled missicns resulted in a totel of
enemy. A breakdown of these missions reveals that the various available means
ot attacking the ememy were fairly evenly employed. The Dive~bombing and
Strafing mission was most widely used resulting in 33 attacks of this pature
against varied targets. 22 Strafing missions and 18 Bombing missions were the
next most popular forms of attack., The remainder of the missions was made up
of 4 Search missions and 5 efforts involving the use of Rockets. Though
extremely effective against certain types of target the use of rockets has not
peen popular because of the extreme difficulty in gaining accuracy with the
weapon. The rocket projectile is in & highly experimental stege and there has
been a dearth of technical information in the CPA on their use. It was observed
that in mumerous instances and under similar conditions the trajectory of the
rocket was very erratic. This Squadron used rockets unsuccessfully against gun
emplacements and similar pin-point targets. It is felt that in their present
stage of development greater effectiveness could be achieved against larger
wargets and target: areas.

The armament expended against the enemy during July amounted to
199 1/3 tons of bombs, 95 (M-8, 4.5) Rockets and 459,100 rounds of .50 caliber
ammmition. 669 5001b. G.P. bombs were dropped for a total of 167 1/4 toms.
The remainder of the total bomb tonnage dropped wes made up of 8-1,0001b.
bombs, 2-1301b. Japanese bombs and 52-1,1001b., Fire-Bombs. Use of the 130lb.
Jepanese G.P. bombs was necessitated by an impending shortage of fuzes for our
5001b. bombs. They were comparable in eftect to our 100lb. missiles but their
further use was unnecessary following the timely arrival of bomb fuzes in

mﬂt’. /.

There are two types of Fire-Bombs in use in this area at the present
time. One type uses a 165 gallon belly tank filled with a mixture of 2 parts
diesel oil to ome part 100 octene gasoline with a WP gremade attached. The
other type uses the same tank filled with the new Napalm and gasoline mixture
(22 1bs. of Napalm to 55 gallons of 100 octane gasoline) with the WP grenade.
These two types were found to be equally effective and their com
was highly recommended by the pilots. The tirst Fire-Bombs to be used against
the enemy by any 7th AAF pilots took plawe July 22nd when Major HARRY E.
McAFEE and . CHARLES E. TENNANT drppped four bombs on Tiniam Island (Mission
Report # 7-53). From this and subsequent missions it was found that great
accuracy could be achieved with this new weepon and that it is umusually effect-
ive against cane flelds, wooded areas, undergrowth, and frame buildings.

Unfortunately, the Squadron's record of action against the enemy was
not without lose of both personnel and aircraft. In the course of the momnth

we lost 3 pilots and 5 planes, two of the former and two of the latter as a
direct result of ememy action. One pilot and three planes were listed as
operational losses.
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Narrative History of the 19th Fighter Squadron for the month of
July, 1944. (Cont'a)

lst Lt. ALBERT C. SCHAFFLE was forced to bail out about 20 miles due
south of Aguljan Island after probsbly having suffered a hit by ememy AZA .
fire: on & strafing run against Rotae Airfield, Rota Island, 2 July 1944. He was
seen to parachute into the water, climb aboard his life-raft and start
toward the oil slick left by his plane (Mission Report # 7-13). A DD was dis-
patched to the scene and the next day four Search missions were flown but Lt.
SCHAFFLE wes never sighted again and is listed as Missing in Action. p

Capt. ROBERT T. VILES was killed while on & Strafing missicn egainst
eneny CD guns on Tinian Island, 28 July 1944 (Mission Report # 7-76). The exeect
cauge of the crash is unknown but 1t was believed that in his strefing run Cept.
VILES hit a cliff causing his plane to crash on = plateau above the target. The
aircraft was seen to explode and burn fiercely making Capt. VILES'! survival
impossible. He is listed as Killed in Action.

1st Lt. JAMES H. PORTER was the third 19th Fighter Squadrom pilot to
iose his 1ife during July (Mission Report # 7-80). Armed with two 1,1001b. Fire-
Bombs, Lt. PORTER, on his takeoff, was unable to clear a bulldozer at the end of
vhe strip. His tail section struck the dozer and was torn off causing the plane
to crash and burn. Lt. POBTER ig listed as Killed in Action.

Three awards of the Order of the Purple Heart were made to persommel

of the Squadron during July. Om 13 July 1944 Opl. George T. Cooper (Histery -
June 1944) and Lt. HOWARD H. BARRETT, who was slightly wounded by a bomb frag-

Isely Field. On 20 July 1944 Sgt Robert W. Amos was also awarded the Purple
Heart. He was injured by sniper fire while on a water run for the Squadron,
12 July 1944.

The month-of July has been a momentous one in the history of the
During the 31 days, Saipan was secured and Tinian Island
and Guam were invaded. By the end of the month the capture of Tinian was con-
sidered to be a matter of hours and it finally fell August lst. Despite almost
t their two nearest bases, Rota and Pagan Islands, the
several nulsance raides at the beginning of the
month. The climax came the morning of 7 July whem at 0030, just after an air
raid "all clear” had been sounded, several shore batteries on Tinian Island
subjected Isely Fleld to a severe ten mirute shelling. Our first experience
under enemy shell fire was a memorable one - fortunately we suffered no
casuelties. The 73rd Squadron lost ome Enlisted Man and three Enlisted Men
injured by shrapnel. There was no reported damage to any aireraft.

What appeared to be the last desparate effort of the ememy air amm
against Saipan came the night of 7 July. Several bombs were dropped with no
damage to our installations followed by a spectaculer strafing attack by a
single Japanese plane. Flying through a hail of ground fire the pilot strafed
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Rearrative History of the 19th Fighter Squadron for the month of
July, 1944. (Cont'd)

vhe length of the rumway only to be caught and shot down by Navy A/A fire as
ne tried to clear the island. At the time it was believed that this suicidal
attack was designed to distract attention from the north end of the island
where, it was reported, attempts were being made to evacuate high ranking
Japanese personnel by plane. Prompt and complete coverage of the area by
Naval aireraft precluded any possibility of success in such a vemture.

On 17 July 7 planes of the 19th Fighter Squadron in conjunction with
planes of the 73rd Squadron engaged in a missiom reminiscent of Oahu days when
they met and escorted in to Isely Field the aireraft bringing Admirals KING,
NIMITZ, and SPRUANCE and their staffs. They were met by Lt. Gemeral HOLLAND
SMITH, USMC, and Major General JAENAN of the Army Garrison Forces on Saipan.
The entire party left the field for a twenty-four hour stay on the island.
This was the last item of unususl interest during July. The end of the month
found the Squadron making preparations for its coming move to East Field, the
new 5,000 foot strip on Kagman Point.

INCLOSURES: # 1 - Newspaper Article - Honolulu Advertiser
Squadron Mission Reports 7-1 to 7-82

1’t Ilt.’ ‘.c.
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP
AP0, # 244

SUBJECT: Newspaper article from The Honolulu Advertiser, Homolulu, T.H.,
6 July 1944.

A Tth AAr YIGHTER BASE IN THE MARIANAS, July 4 (Delayed): - The
Thunderbolt fighters of the 7th AAF Fighter Command based here are seeling
action daily but have yet to be called on to engage the ememy in aerial com-
bat, the duty for which they are primarily designmed.

Instead they are rumning interference for the groumd troops on
Seipan, pin-pointing their bombing and strafing attacks within a few yards
of the American lines, and pinning down the Japs on the airfields they still
hold on Tinian and Rota, islands near Saipan.

As ground support, the 7th AAF Thunderbolts work closely with the
Marines or Army infantry as the case may be and the missions are coordinated
to split second timing. Accuracy is paramount since an error of several yards
could result in casualties among our own troopa.

Typical of this action was the Jap stronghold thet was disposed of
the morning of July 1. A Marine infantry unit was held up by a strong Jap
force in the ridge area east of the town of Garspen on Saipan. Heavy Jap
machine gun fire put the Americans in the position of beingumable to advance
and not being sble to bring their own fire to bear on the enemy. -

A call went back from the battleline for serisl assistance and the
Tth AAF fighters worked out 2 plan of attack., Four Thunderbolts were directed
to their pinpoint target and after two test runs over the area the Marine
signalled that everything had been lined up correctly. :

The third pass and the atteck, followed immediately with 32 fifty
caliber mechine guns — eight to a plane — blazing in screaming crescendo
the Jap positions were ripped into shreds.

So close did the P-47 pilots come to the Marine's front lines that
the empty shell cases from the planes' machine guns fell among the American
troops.

The Marines moved forward as the Thunderbolts zoomed away from
the target, taking quick advantage of the confusion wrought by the fighter
attack. A few minutes later jubilant Marine observers notified the 7th AAF
Fighter Command that their ground forces were advancing successfully through
the Japanese defemses in that particular area,

On the morning of July 4 four more of the 7th AAF Thunderbolts
were celled on for & similar mission when Army infantry were being held up
by strong Japanese fire two and & half miles northeast of Gerapan.

Again the P-47 pilots lined up the target in two pesses and wiped
out the Jap gun positions with their terrific fire power on the third. This
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15TH-FHGHTER SQUADRON MISSION #7-82
GROUP MIS310N #7-208

B JULY 1844

§. |CONTINUED)

THIS MISSION WAS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FINAL DRIVE AGAIN-
ST ENEMY FORCES IN THE SOUTHERN TIP OF TINIAN ISLAND, ALL
AVAILABLE AIR STRENGTH (NAVY & ARMY) WERE COORLINATED WiTH

NAVAL GUNFIRE AND ARTILLERY,

MCAFEE
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