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— Narrative Histery of the 19th Fighter Squadrom for the memth of
May, 19hbs

Ihatprwadtobeamthoffﬂeﬁahutiﬂtyudhwﬂcplm
mnaherednbymemdaysofthematcwenmtadu-m:nyj.uthtw
Squadron had ever experienced. With the idea that the first wesk of the memth
should be set-uidefwthepm-pouafjrm;mtmmmnstmﬂm
rminhthatmmtuﬂdnhthnmﬂrnh&durkednlngdhﬂh
develop, was scheduled frem sunrise to sumset and resulted im logged
flying time of :45 = a Squadrom recopd., The emd of the week found the
utha&mdmp@mdtmmmlﬂnud
carried out the Gommanding0Officer's plam., From the end of this week mmtil
embarkation (Histery-April 194L) flying comsisted of individual flights for
the purpese of keeping both pilets and planes in tip=tep
wdmhmldmmmcdmm:pm&mmmﬂbhmp
engine time on the P-47D aircraft at 2 minimm; te ek
frem becaming ever-traimed durimg the particularly merve wrackimg peried pre-
ceding embarkatiom; and finally te allow the emtire Squadrem persemnel as much
time as pessible for the seemingly emdless basks which are a mecessary result
of a movement of such magmitude,

Cleaning house was the by-word of each sectiom as well as of the

as a whele, A tactical ergamization whose primary missiom sinmce its
activatiom, 1 October 1921, had been the traiming ef fighter pilots in the
tactics of the U.S,A.A.F, was looking forward to a new missiom im a comba

into eother eor ations in the Hawaiian Departmemt. Comversely,
two Flying Officers four Balisted Men were tramsferred imte the Squadrem,
the latter for the purpese of stremgthemimg the Ordmance section which could
look forward to imereased duties em arrival at our mew statiom,

Morale, already at a mew high as a result of the imcreased activity
and team-work made mecessary by the coming meve, was beested by the suthoriza-
tiom of several premotioms for both Officers and Enlisted Mem, Two OGrounmd
Officers and sevem Flyimg Officers were raised ome step in ramk, while twemty-
eight Balisted Mem received premotions ef eme grade during the momth of May.
The effect of well-deserved promotioms is oftem of imcalculable merale value;
coming at this particular time these premotions served te stremgthem the
Squadron "ésprit de cerps" since the mem involved were all comsidered well=-
deserving of the recognitiom their work had recelved,

In lime with the prometions memtioned above, further recognition
accorded the Squadren whem, in a mass formatiom om 23 May 1%Lk, the emtire
Enlisted Men persommel was presemted the Geed Comdust '
ed ene year of comtimuous agtive military service in the Army of the United
States, At the same time, sevem of the Enlisted Men present were awarded a
brenze star for havimg served an additiomal period of three years subsequemt
te the origimal award, (Imcl, # 1) Om the 26th of the menth the Commanding
8fficer, Major HARRY E, McAFEE, and thirty-seven Emlisted Mem were authorised,
by 5.0, #51, Headquarters 318th Fighter Group, #951, to wear eme bronze
service star em the Asiatic Pacific Campaign ribbem for battle participatiom
in the Mawalisn Islands om 7 December 19ll. (Imcl. #2.)

Ome accident served to hamper the impetus which characterized
Squadron activities durimg this period. Om 2 May 19k, 2d Lt. LESLIE R,
ARNOLD was killed as a result ef crashing im an RA-2lB while om am
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Narrative Histery ef the 19th Fighter Squadrem fer the memth of
May, 19kk, (O.It'd)o oy =

administrative flight te Hickam Field, He reached am altitude of 200 feet
rmmrmamunmmr«mmmmm
mk:mumlm-ucrummmmhm;boatmm.
1t. ARNOLD, and his passemger, Capt. ROCHESTER C, THOMPSON, of the 318th
Fighter Group. Popular as am individual and respected as an extremely
capable pilet, Lt. ARNOLD'S loss was deeply felt by the emtire erganization,
The umusual mature of this accidemt resulted im the Squadrom's taking increas-
ed security measures to pretect the tactical aireraft frem any possible
sabotages The problem of sabotage was comsidered sufficiently acute te warramt
noﬁwhﬁredthmtcm-nuwpnmupermloitmuinm
vieinity of our aircraft durimg the hours of sundown to sunrise, Te further
protect the plames, and the pilets who flew them, a system of flood-lights was
erected at the imstigation of the Commanding Officer, This served to illuminate
tl;:.ﬁnmﬁmnﬂdm'ugthoburaofdarhuu. With the Squadrom guard
d stationed at fixed poste affording a camplete visual coverage of all
Squadrem aircraft, the security problem seemed be successfully solved,

Though the working day during May was lomg and hard, the nights were
welcomed by most of the mem as a time for relaxing and emjoying the recreation-
al facilities offered at Bellows Field, The NCO and Officers' Clubs claimed
their share of eligible members while the movies were a havel for all., The
dominating philesophy of each imdividual seemed to be = "enjoy these pleasures
while you may" = and men who ordinarilly would not be erested in either
the movies or the clubs begam to patromize both. It is moteworthy that the
Squadren conducted itself im good taste throughout this difficult period,.

Ceming events began to crystallize, when toward the middle of the
month the 318th Fighter Group held a formal imspectiom of tactical aircraft of
the 73rd and the 19th Fighter Squadroms, The inspection was both colorful and
suscessful and in the measured opiniom of all presemt, these two Squadrons
were considered well prepared for their ceming missionm,

27 May 194li was the day em which the results of all the laber and
plamning of the previous momth and a half began to materialize, This organisz-
ation was reconstituted in the Hawaiian Department on 7 February 1923, with its
primary mission the defemse of the Hawaiiam Islands and the training of fighted
pilots. Fer the first time since that memeorable date the Squadrom was destined
to move out of the Hawaiiam Department, Om 27 May 194k a group of seven Ground
Officers, imeluding the Flight Bur plus ene mmdred and twenty-eight
Enlisted Men and all necessary pment were attached to the Army Transpert
Service for rations and quarters, This advance cadre was composed of the tech-
nicaliratings in the Squadrom and the plan was to have this group arrive at
destimation & few days before the pilots and planes so that tactical operations
could be put into effect immediately upom arrival of the latter, The remaining
half of the Squadron was to embark early im Jume, after completing the packing
:ﬁboxhgafalleqwﬂpmtdichh&duthmnocesswtothemn

mb.

Thus emded & period of plans and counter-plams, A particularly
hectic period for everyome from the Commanding Officer down throughout the
or n, Hard work and hard play had made the days semething to look
back upon with womder and pleasure, Wonder that the long-awaited mission had

finally materializeds and pleasure over the fact tha t had seemed times
an almost insurmountable task had fimally beemn
END g
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