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Organizational History, 19th Fighter Squadron, VII Fighter Command,
Seventh Air Force.

i Apr i l 1   191,1  - Apr i l 30 , 191,1,

1. Or anizat'on:

Negative.

 . ren th:

51 Of f i c er s
272 Enlisted Men

3 .  
,a

t e o ' ' vs l d de t ur e f r m ea h s t i oc cu ' ed n t
theater:

April 18, 19Q1f arrived Bellaws Field, T. H . Lei't i ualox Field,
T. H., 1030 by air and motor convoy. Distance traveled approximately 20

.
miles.

4. ses:

Negative=

5. Awards and Decorations;

Negative.
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O1 GANIZATIONAL HISTOR . 19TH r  _ RON, AAF, APO  951. CONT'D

Narrative Histvey of the 19th Fighter Squadron for the month of
Apr i l , 191,1r:

During the month of April the Squadron received its full
compl ement of P- 47 a i r cr af t , a t ot al of t hi r t y- s ev en (3? ) s hi ps . 6 a.ny
of t he s e s hi ;;s wer e r et ur ned t o t he Ai r De pot at Hi ckant Fi e l d f or mod-
ification. Jettisonable canopies were installed on all ships and rocket
tubea were fitted on eighteen of the aircraft. The rocket tubes are
f i t t ed under eac h r ixig i n a c l us t er of t hr e e . The t ube s ar e j e t t i s on-
able, and can be fired singly or salvoed .

Oa Apr i l 1 8 , 191,1r t he Squadron mov ed f ro n Kual oa Fi e l d , T. H. ,to Bellows Field, T. H., a distance of approximately 20 milea. The move
Was made by truck convoy and by air xithout incident. Immedia tely after
the ships landed at Bello rs Field the pilots were assembled for a meeting
with the 31gth Group Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. L. M . Sanders. Col.5anders informed the pilots that the 19th Fighter Squadron and the 73rd
Fighter Squadron would be leaving in the near fubure for the combat area.He Went on to diacuss the nature of their operations and what they could
expect to encounter.

During the remainder of the month the Squadron continued to
fly Gunnery, Dive-bombing, and Rocket missions. The pilots also studied
Japanese tactics, aircraft and weapons. There were numerous pilot meet-ings in which tactics and techniques were discussed   both ours and
Japeaese.

Ea.c h pi l ot ha s be en a s s i gned hi s own ai r craf t , and v  i t h t he
help of the cre r chie£s have started to remove the paint from the engine
coWling, vertical stabilizer, and horizontal stabilizer, About half of
the ahips now have the paint removed. The pilots hsve taken a keen
interest in their ships and are spendin ; most of their time, when not
flying, working on their planes getting them in shape. After the work is
completed each aircraft in the Squadron will have silver nose and tail
surfaces and Pill probably bear a name.

The mor le of the eatire orga.nization is superior. Everyone
is very keen abvut going into to combat.

The Squadron is being stripped of excess a.nd unnecessary equip-
ment, and is leveling off for ca nbat operations.

Enlisted personnel wha are overage are nox being transferred
into other sauadrona. bdost of them would rather stay c ith the organia-
atian and go into combat.
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ORGAI  I ZATI ONAh HI STOxY, 19TH FI GHTER SG.
DADFiON, 9Ar, , APO   951 .

(CONT D  
 

Nar ra t i v e Hi s t ory of t he 19 t h Fi g ht er Squa.dr on f or t he mont h of
Apri l , 19,1, ,.:

(cont  d)    ,

. By the end of the month each and every member of the organization
was busily engaged in getting the outfit ready for the trip "down under". .The Commanding Officer issued orders that there would only be one  reek of
f l y i n g i n i  y . Dur i.ng t ba.t wee  f l yi ng woul d s t aart at 05! 5 and end at 1600  
e a c h day . Af t er t ha t onl y t e s t - hops woul .d be ma.de and by t he mi ddl e of Ada.y+he Squadr on woul d be r eady f or combat .

. iN1VSEND
st Lt., AC

.
Historical Officer
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