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Trip to Japan

| am very pleased to announce that | have made
significant progress towards my research on the feasibility
of recovering a P-51 in Japan. In December of 2006 | had
traveled to Hawaii to meet with Jiro Yoshida, Takashi
Maeda and Dr. Hiroya Sugano to discuss the potential
recovery of Gor dxi.n STekashit Masda
assured me that the Japanese veterans fully supported our
efforts. Since that time and with the tremendous help of
Jerry Yellin (78‘h) | have been able to arrange a meeting in
Japan this June with members of the Japanese Diet and
with a Japanese civilian who has firsthand information on
wher e Gor don dsed and ahise subskdquéent
Arescued.
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lllustrated above is a painting that Brian Bell created and has
donated to the project.

Jerry is a close friend with Kenichi Suzuki, who is
associated with the Democratic party in the Diet. Jerry put
me in touch with Kenichi. Kenichi in turn has given
considerable attention to this project and has arranged side
sessions in the Diet where our project was given approval
to go forward. On June 1, 2008, Mr. Suzuki along with Mr.
Fujita and a Mr. Oishi, met with the civilian, a Mr. Hanyu.
Mr. Hanyu was able to recall the day that Gordon ditched
his plane and his subsequent rescue. As | write this | am
now arranging a personal visit with Mr. Hanyu so that | may
ask him some specific quest
rescue and capture by the Army. Part of my purpose in
meeting with Mr. Hanyu and other officials is to investigate
the possibility that the P-51 was salvaged at some point
after the war.

| have also been invited my Dr. Sugano to come to Japan

in June to attend the 36th annual joint commemoration
honoring victims of a B-29 air raid and the B-29 mid-air
collision that occurred over Shizuoka City. Jerry has
arranged for a memorial plaque to be placed at the site that
will list the names of the two B-29 crews who lost their lives
that day.

| am traveling on June 11/12th to Japan and will be
attending the Shizuoka Ceremony on the 14th and then will
continue on to Tokyo to meet with Mr. Hanyu on the 16th
and 17th, returning to the US on the 18th of June.

L 7 R: Jiro Yoshida, Jerry Yellin, Takeshi Maeda, Mark
Stevens and Gordon Scott meet in Hawaii to discuss the P-51
Recovery Project.

This whole project has been quite an experience for my
wi fe and | Wit hout my wi
could have never gotten to this point.

While there i s a pos-51may iha
longer be in the lake, the project has allowed me to make
many contacts in Japan and has shown me that the
Japanese people genuinely want to help us in preserving
our history. | have seen a whole new opportunity in
gathering first hand
activities over Japan.
those of the Japanese veterans need to be recorded and
added to our own memories in order to get a complete
picture of what occurred.

attempts to gather this kind of data, and from what | have
gathered from my discussions with the Japanese | have
corresponded with, the Japanese have never made an
attempt to document their wartime memories as well. One
of the other areabds of res
Japan is that of the Japanese Air Force and Navy losses
and victories and try to pair them up with our own records.
I know that there are still several mysteries surrounding
what happened to some of our fallen comrades and | would
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