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178T FIG T R SQUA RON, AAF
APO 86

17 y 1945

Organizational History 78th Fighter Sq adron, 15th
Fighter Group, II Fighter Co and, rmy A Forces,
Pa ci f i c Oc ean eas .

Ap il 1, 1945 - April 30, 1°45

1. Date of a rival a d departure from each station
occupi ed n t h i s t he at er .

Departed from Target A ea 164 K, I O J m , on 4 April
1 45.Arrived at Target Area 22 of General I yout Plan, Iwv
J , n 4 April 1945.

2 . Losses i action ( i led, ounded, ss or
p i s on e ) by ame , wi t h i d en t i i c a t i on of pl a c e of mi s s i on ,
e rcu stances and date.

On 1 A ril 1945, 2d Lt Gordon A . C ristoe was .
repo ted as missing action ile on a ission to esco t
B-29 ts o er To yo. A ter engag x ene y plane over the
target, his pl e as seen to head i a Southeasterl direc-
tion a co tro led glide, smo g badly .

On 12 Ap i l 1 94 5 , 2d Lt e d . h t e wa s r e por t e d

a s l l e d-. h l e r e t u g f r om a Tok o e s c or t mi s s i on h e
developed engi e trouble nd was seen to bail out of his
pla e at 3,000 eet without his parachute opening .

16 April 1945, 2d Lt Ja es R , ight an was
r e por t e d a s ki l e d . h i l e r e t n g f r om a f i gh t er swe e p
m s s i on a ga i t an oy a Ai f i e l d , K s hu , hi s e e.

t t

ab out 2 7 5 mi l e s f r o h ome ba s e . He r a s s e en t p a ou
b e t we en t wo an d t hr e e t h ou s and f e e t bu t h i s p a c u pt

open .
On 26 April 1945, 2d Lt allace K . ayla d and

2d Lt C y d e Y. an wer e r e or t e d r s s i n g f ac t i on h i l e
__

o a f i gh t er s we e p m s s i o aga i s t yu s hu . i l e c mb n `
ou thick cloud co er about 50 miles from the coast of =̀' •

' I us hu , t hey beca e s e pa at ed f r om t he i r r es pec t i ve f l i ght s ; ;

and ere not therea ter heard rom or seen. -
--, ., -;. ,

'
: . ;, .
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78th Ftr Sq, : onthl
I stall ent of n t istory
for Apr" dtd 17 ay 45 contd

3 . A ar ds t o and de c o at i ons of inember s of t
_
he

i edi at e i t vol ved .
Negative.

4. Orga i ation (e. ., chan es effected by the trans-
fer of u its, or by ne TjOts).

Negative.

5. Stre th, gerso el ( the f r st and last day
of the month be reported).

April 1, 1 45

63 Of f i c er s
249 E listed e

Ap il 30, 1 45

69 Of f i c er s
252 Ea i s t ed l en

6 . St r e ng t h , a i p l e s by t y pe s ( on n d t h e f i r s t
an d last day of the month bein reported ).

Ap il l, 1945

mo nt e
32 P-51D 0NA
1 C 4?A- ODL

3 3 To t a l A p l e s

April 30, 1945

A o nt Type
26 P-51D-20NA
1 C-47A-90DL.

2 ? Tot a l A . p l an e s

7. Losses, ai planes by ty es (o eratio al a d combat)

Am TYDe
5 P-51D-20NA Lost in Combat.

- 2 -
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8t t r Sq, b : " o t y
tall eat of t Sist y

f o Apr " dt d 17 a 45 , co t d

t e
2 P- 51D- 20 A ns f er r ed t o 45t Ft r Sq,APO#8 .1 P- 51 - O A r̀ . f er r ed t o 38 t h Ser i c e

G oup, APO 86.
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78TH FI G T R S UADHON,AP 86

17 M y 1945

S B ECT: on t hl I n s t a l l e t of II n i t Hi s t or y f or Apr i l .

TO : Com a d Ge ne r al , VI I Fi gh t e r Co a nd , APO 86 .

T RU : Com nd n g Of f i c er , 1 5t h Fi ght e r Gr ou p , APO 86 .

l. General:

Gr eat e s t s t mu ant t o s q adr on mor a e d t he

do i ant factor in April s history was the commencement of

combat missions aga st the enemy.
It was the first time in the sq adron s hi tory

such issions ad been flo and rapid y a succession of

istorical f sts followed . Thu , a or Vande Hey became

the first land based fighter pilot to lead u , the f st

land based fighter sq adr n, over To yo. The 1600 mile

initial mission on April 7t was the longest Paciffc flight

made by P-Sl s. It was the fi st ti e the 51 1s escorted

B- 2 9 s on a Pa c i c Oc e an m s s i on , an d f or a a or i t y of

the pilots it was the first ti e they engaged in duels

th enemy aircraft.

D g the month s successive ssion s the sq adron

pr odu c e d t h e f i s t , an d t h s f ar t h e on l y , Cen t r a l Pa c i f i c

Ac e a or Tapp wh o a c c ou nt e d f or h i s f i f t h Ni p v i c t i

on April 19th ov r Atsugi ir ield.

Jo rnalists and photographers flocked to record

t he e pl o i t s of o on c e n o t i c e d Mu s t an g s . Bo t h ]] a or

- 1 -
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78 t h Ft r Sq , Sub j : n on t h
I stallment of II t Hlstoryf o Apr dt d 1 ?

.y 4 5 , c on t d

Va de Hey and Iajor Tapp de vered short addresses over the
Ar Hou and ma j or ne t orks .

A total of 15 missions were flo n dur g the month

of ich seven ere very lon ra ge. e ed hereto as
F hibit A is a su ary of the onth s missions. Anne ed
her e t o as b f bi t B i s a s u ar y of t he r e sul t s of t hes e
mission .

e n t h e e a c i t mome n t s of t h®s e f i r s t c omba t

missions ad passed, thou hts reverted to rotation and

fu lough . A ouncement of a ne a Dep tment and POA

policy on rotation fostered conversation and speculation
but because of the el sticity of the out ed procedure lent

little enlighte e t to men ho sought the ansxer to the
basic question , nlhen will y turn come up? .

April ought stri g cha ge to env on ent, n
April lst the sq adron w a still fo holed, a status wh e

cont nued du i g three days of persistent hea y rainfall that
flooded the majority of the fv holes. Apr 1 4th the

order Was given to move to the per anent squad on area.
The r e , f o man t e n t s had b e en s e t up f or of f i c er s ;

s man tents for en isted men . Cots were issued the s
day and t e ground echelo as thus able to celebrate the
3 rd day of the Iwo i a adventure with a roof overhead

- 2 -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

-
r

.. . , . .

78th Ft Sq, Sub ; onthly
I stall ent of IInit History
for Apr dtd 17 ay 45, contd

a d a bed nderneath. ecautions were not discarded for

t at same even ng all men ere ordered to dig lit trenches

near thei tents.
Th o ghout the month i p ovements ere added.

April 15th and 16th electric lights ere installed i the

t e n t s . A r i l 1 9t h an e xc e l l en t s l phu a t e r s ho er a s

set up su ficiently la ge to amply accomodate all de ands.
On April 27th the remode i o the mess all was accom-

plis ed to i clude electric li hts a screened-i a ea a.n
d

well-proportioned benches and tables. The mess ha l becane

a c af e wi t b t h e s t a a t i on of a l oud s pe ak e r pr ov i d n g

-disc music d g meals. A small tent neat to the mess

tent as the source of additio al Qu rtermaster bo nty i

the fo m of toilet articles chocolate bars, chewin gu

and tobaccos. Officers mess as sepa ated fro the enlist-

ed and moved to a co olidated roup mess hall. T e arrival

of a ne mess sergeant, via replacement, S.Sgt George

illiams, happily co ncided ith a m ked mprovement i

t he cho ,
Hy the end of the month the sq dron was agai

r b or i n n o t i on s of gen t i l i t y ; s ome men u e d ab out t h e

possibility of rais garden vegetables; special service

fishing equipment as b rro ed ; a lending ibrary flo ished;

- 3 -
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub : " ont ly
I stall ent of IInit History
f or pr dt d 17 ay 45 , cond

and ndmill la d ies mushroomed about the area.
The cr cking up of a B- 9 n April 24 h ith a

f e yar d s of t h e l i n e br ough t f or t h a s pon t ane ou s demon -

st atio of co age by some of our perso nel. At about 1445

the B-29 m de an emergency l
.n
ding, rent aut of control, and

c r a c k e d up bur s t t o f me n i t s i d s e c t i on .t h a

short dist ce o our lined-up par ed planes. S.Sgt Greco,

S.Sgt Lorenczewski, and Sgt Fra in S eet ran over to the

f io l blazi t29 a d helped carry a wo ded cre an

to the en.
ineeri g truck ch took him to the hos ital.

Captai oore, t F ey, and Lt Schoenbart mped into

P-51 s pa ked nearby and ta ied them out of da er . group

consi tin of th se officers plu Lt arshall, T.Sgt Bilewicz,

T.Sgt il owski, S.Sgt Greco, S. gt ads , S.Sgt Lorenc-

zews i, S.Sgt L. Petesch , S.Sgt Rozell, Sgt Blan eo, Sgt

Fra lin S reet, and Cpl Cli e assisted in pushing a ay some

inoperati nal P-51 s pa ked u der the wing a d nea the

tail of the 129 ich by t s t e was a mass of flame

ith am u ition expendin n all d ections. As a res lt

o t e pr o pt an d dar i n g a c t i on , n o d ama e t o ar y of o

a cra t as occasioned by the completely de olished B-29.

T e follo g is a thumbnail bfography o or

James B , Tapp .

- 4 -
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub j: nthly
I stallment of II t History
f or Apr " dt d 17 ay 4 5 , - c on t d

ajor James B . Tapp, who on April 17th , 1945 be-

ca e squadron CO succeed n ajor James M . ande Hey ad

his civili ail addressed to Eveleth, i nesota . is

attenda ce at ju ior college E eleth was interrupted by

the acceptance of his application for aviation cadet. jor

Tapp bro ht to his pr m ry tra ning at Park s Air College,

ast St. o is, I11., a e erience consisting of 100 hou s

of CPT f y g . Gr adua t g f r om Par k s Fe br ar y 1942 , he

chose fighter pilot as his Ar occupation and went to Basic

Fl i Sc ool at d, O laho a, toppi that off with fi al

tra at La e Charles here e earned is wings. Because

he there volu teered for overseas duty he as grad ted ten

days adva ce of his class an d given a month of tra sition-

al t ain at Talahassee, Florida from here he travelled

direct to Hawaii.

I Au u s t , 194 , he j o i e d t h e s q a dr on whe r e hi s

fi st assi ent was as w an . He qu ck y advanced to

flight le der , then to gunnery officer, and was old the

position of ope ations officer when he achieved his atest

elevation .

a o Tapp had attended gunnery school at latagorda

Penins a and ne 1943 attended the 7th A ' gun ery

school at H c am Field . Prior to y i s prese t P-51

he had piloted P-36 s, P-40 s, P 39 s, F 4 s, an P-36 ts.
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78t h Ft r Sq, Sub : " ont hl y
sta e t of IInit History
or Ap dtd 17 ay 45, contd

As a sq adron pilot he participated in t e h story-

mak n flight from Oahu to dway, then the longest flight

u dertaken by P 40 s. He also made the ret rn flight. He

remained with the sq adron from the day he oined achieving

his ma orit on February 13th, 1945.
On Apr i l ?t h , 1945 , a or Tapp l ed hi s f l i ght i t he

fi st T o raid by land-based Mustangs. O this mission

h e a c h i e v e d s i n a l di s t i n c t i on b y d o °:n i n t hr e e en e a -

cr af t hi l e a c t i a s e s c or t f or t h e b omb i n g B- 2 9 s . Th s

wa s t h e e a t e s t u b er of en e y c r i t a c c o n t e d f or by a y

single pilot and was one hal of the ent e squ d on aul.

A f our t h e n e s h i p a s a dd e d t o t h e a or s s c or e on pr i l

1 th on nother Tokyo scort mission, nd on April 19th

du i n a f i ght er s we ep a ga i n s t At s ug i Ai r f i e l d a or Ta pp

b e e ame t h e f i r s t Ac e t he Cen t r a l Pa c i f i c vh en h e do e d

n ber five.

t k i ng o v e r t he r ol e o f s u .dr on c o an de r , t he

a or br gs a modest, but thorou h and pa sta ing person-

a l i t y t o b e r up on t h e i mp or t an t dut i e s of t ha t p o s i t i on .

. Co and and Personnel:

On i r i l t h t h e s ua dr on l i v i n a r e a wa s mov e d t o
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub : tt onth .Install ent of Unit History
f or pr dt d 17 ay 45 , cont d

its per anent location , T e Command Post was immedi ely

set up this area a d bus ess as usual was continued after

on l y a f ew h our s l o s s of t . e . e t en t a l l o t e d f or t he CP

as u us l s all result ng very crowded working Co -

ditions. Ho ever, a quonset hut is ex ected to be available

i the ne r futu e. Because some of the field desks were

lost transit on the ove from Oahu packing boxes were

m de nto substitute desks adequate y servi g the pu pose.
The CP in addition to regular supplies and desks and

equipment houses a combi tion phonograph and PA syste

which f rnishes music a d news programs dur ng the meal and

evening ho s, and an radio receiver and transmitt g set

wh i c h i s f or e mer g e n c y u e i n c a s e of di s r up t e d t e l e phon e

co u ications and duri g air raid alerts.
lst S t Clayton H . aywood, recent rot tio l replace-

t from the a land, is proving very efficient. He has

a de a b i t of h i s t or y i t hf s or gan i z a t i on by b e i g t he

only lst Sgt who has not been compelled to act also as Sgt

a or . That position is no r illed by S,S t Rini. Sgt

ichael Crist io tran sferred from the S-2 section a

mutual excha ge for S.Sgt George A merman has been assigned

the duty of file clerk; Cpl aymond Clouthier formerly file

clerk i assist ng Sgt Hubert i the Perso nel Se tion in

- ? -
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?8th Ftr Sq, S bj: " onth
s t l l tent of Uni t Hi s t ory

for Apr dtd 17 May 45, contd

handl i ng s er vi ce r e c or ds , of f i c er s pay and enl i s t e d men s

pa olls,

pril 17th , ajor James . Vande Hey , Squ dron

Co an der , wa s r e l i e v e d f r om c om an d an d r e t ur n e d t o t h e

a and for reassignment. ajor James B . Tapp assu ed

om and .
Returning to PO 53 for rest and recreation were

Capta s Collins and Parrish, and Lieutenants Patterson,

Co yell, Da lq ist, Brooks, oore, and Sherren .

Promotions nclu ed lst Lts Chambers and Duerr to

Capta ; and 2d Lts Bau n , Heil, Brooks, Carey , Coryell,

Dahlquist, Gautsche,an d Glbson to lst Lt.

A ong additions to squadron were pilots; Capt

Fitzs m ons, lst Lt Collie, 2d Lt Fahey, 2d Lt Powers, 2d Lt

Schoenb t, 2d Lt Haw s, 2d Lt c e , 2d Lt Venamon, and

Flight fficer Co les; enl sted men ; Sgt Donnelly and S.Sgt

illia s.

3. O erations:

Th e mon t h of Apr i l s aw t h e r e l i z a t i on of a Fi gh t e

Pi l ot s d e a m t h e Pac i f i c Oc e an ar ea . Qn r i l 7t h hi s -

t or y wa s ma de w e n A y f i ght e r s e s c or t e d B- 29 s ov e r Tol o

f or t h e f i r s t t i
. e . The ?8t h Fi g ht er Squa on we r e e s pe c i a l -

- 8 -
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78th Ftr q, b : onthly
s t al l ment of Uni t i s t ory

for pr" dtd 17 ay 45, contd

ly ortu ate as they were, by virtue of their posts in

s e qu en c e , h e f i s t A f i gh t e r s qua dr on t o f l y ov e r t he

p i r e of Ja pan pr ope r . T e r e s u l t i f i ght b e t we e n a t -

t ac i g J ap f i g t e r pl a e s and t h e de en d i u s t an g s s aw

t hr e e p l an e s a l b e f o r e t he g n s of a or Tapp , h i l e

Captai oore scored twice a d a or Vande Hey once, Sev-

eral other ene sh ps were ritten off as da ged or

probable . The i st long r n e ission e er flown i t is

area as espec ally memorable because all pla es of this

squad on retur ed safe y to base . e 19 pilots ho flew

the enti e mission were as follows: Red Fli ht: a or

Vande Hey, Lt oore, Capt Collins and Lt Sherren ; Ye o

Fli ht : Capt ollan , Lt Evans, Lt Yelli , and Lt Gaut c e;

Blue F ght: a or Tapp, Lt aher, Lt Chambers and Lt Carr;

Green Flight: Capt oore, Lt Roseberry, Capt Hostetler and

Lt Beyl. Lt uerr and Lt Broo s flew protective cover for .

the a sea rescue sub, while Lt Heil u able to effect a

rendezvous with the squadro , established a first of his

own by e s c or t g a gr ou p of B- s ov e r Na goy a an d t h en r e -

t r n e d s af e l y t o b a s e . I t wa s a t e d , bu t e t r e me l ppy

s a.d on t a t c l mb e d ou t o f t h e r pl an e s l a t e i n t h e da ,
to be met by the rou d crews who had been sweating them

out f or or e t an s even hou s .

- 9 -
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub : onth
stal ent of U t H story

for Apr' dtd 17 ay 45, contd

the 12th of April an escort ission was flo

over To o. anoya A rfield on ushu was hit on the 16th

in the f st ighter sweep over the ai an . This ission

a s n ot ab l e f or i t s h av i n g b e en c h an g e d s ome f e w br i e f

i n u t e s be f or e t h e pl an e s t o o o f f . On t h e 1 9t h of t he

month a very success u fighter s eep warned the Japs of

t h i . s t o c ome . I t a s c ar r i e d ou t a ga i n s t At s i Ai r f i e l d

and as followed by another on April 22nd aga st

A enoga ara Airfiel and Toba Ba . April 26th saw another

escort mis ion to Ko ubu Airfield, ushu but weather was

very poo a d no ene y ships or A were encountered . On the

30th the squadron was a bo ne to escort B2 9 's ut althou h

all lights e gaged with ene y planes the mission was not

entirely successful because rendezvous was not effected with

the bombers.

Among the personnel Lt Beyl has left for u nery

s c h o ol on t h e ma i l an d . a or Van de He y ha s l e f t f or r e -

assignment nd Capt C ambers is await ng orders for same..
The fact t at there is now the possibility of getting home

some day h s done a great deal for the morale of the n as

a hole.

There still remain a good many well-founded com-

plai ts. Pl nes are forced to f on CAP or st d by vn

- 10 -
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub : lonth
Installment o Unit History
for Apr dtd 17 y 45, contd

alert the day before long range missions when they should

be on the ground be g given a f al check by the cre

chiefs. At the present t me t s sq adron has 27 planes

d some 54 pilots, a condit on hich does not result in

most of the pilots ettin enough ti e to keep in trim ,
Fl per ha ps on c e a we e k on CA i s n o t t he b e s t t r a i

the world for fighti g mps and Ze es some 75 miles

from ou base. Either the squadron should be given more

planes or the nu ber of pilots shou d be cut do . n t e

course o this month the squadron as received eight new

pilots, ome of rhom haven t even been able to check out

here or lear squ dron tactics because of the lack of planes

an d time between lo ra e missions.

4 , e er ng :

te a bit of trouble was enco ntered this month,

particularl with spark plugs. Gasoline is suspected to

a c c o t f or t h e t r oub l e f or i t i s b e l i e v ed t a t t he f u e l

s large qua tities of volcanic dust in it. Some of the

fuel has been t ned i or testing but the result is not

yet available.

There as been a good deal of prop trouble too.
T e propellers a e leaki g through all the seals nd the

- 11 -
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7 8 t h Ft r Sq , Su b : ont hl y
I t al . ent o Un t H s t or y
f or pr dt d 17 ay 45, cont d

propeller shop has been u able to procu e enou h seals to

repair the propellers on hand. A propeller bala cing table

on the isla d w ld relieve the s tage of pro ellers. A

d aulic st d for testing cyli ders a d valves cou d also

be u ed to adva tage.
Section perso nel were honored hen T.Sgt B a.

ttne

aud S.S t Lorenz spoke over the radio on April 7th for the

Ar y Ho pr ogr a f r o I o J i a .
T is month five new men were recei ed in the en-

g eer section as rotation replacements. ey appeared

to be very good echa ics ith a great deal of e perience.

Fo t e c h s e r g e an t s e r e made f h t c i e f s an d on e wa s

placed on the ma t a ce crew .

5 . Sup :

The 386th Ser ice Group ooperated th Tech

Supply in orderiu parts that ould have enabled the squad-

ron to repai ma or as emblies, ad t e parts been received

soo after they were requ sitioned. Fail re to receive

these pa ts resulted in the necessity of cha gin si pro-

peller asse blies t at could ave been repa red .

Person el S ppl has endeavored to replace the de-

s ed clothing d equip ent t at as lost by individ als

- 1 -
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78t h Ft Sq , Sub : n ont hl y
I stall ent of nit H story
f or pr dt d 17 y 45 , c ont d

duri g the move. Supplies ha e been requisitioned but h ve

b e en er y s l o i ar r i v i g , e n ho l o s t f i e l d ac k e t s

upon debar ation are still without them. It is suggested

that a ai tenance supply o clot and equ pment be car-

ried by organizations to prevent a sim l r sit atio on

u t ur e o pe r a t i on s .
Requisitio g by Perso nel upply from va ious

agencies has its proble . Supp c nels are more than

confus n . Thus t ree and one hal ho rs ere spent

turn g a drawi t ree light bulbs. It is felt that

so e si plification could be effected and perhaps some

c a nels eli i ated .

6, a ent:

Hig light of p il has been load ships ith am-

m ition to be expended aga nst the ene homeland. T e men

aoe reall sweated out these m ssions. Besides the long

r n e missions we h ve been do g a bit of bombi g at C c

J a hi ch of er s di ver s i on f r om us t guns a d a u .t i on .
No. 1

.
irfield now boasts a boresight ran e which

i t i s e a pe c t e d wi l l b e pu t t o u e t he f i r s t par t of ay ,

r planes are bei modified to perm t the carryi of

rockets, a event ich will pro ide ch bus ess or us.

- 13 -
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78th Ft Sq, S b : onth y
I stallment of nit tory
f or Apr dt d 17 ay 4 5 , c ont d

7. rdn nce:

All a ition o ha d t the begi n of the

month as been tu ed i and a new type am unition is no

bei .g used. Heretofore, the am unition was belted i a

ratio of 2-2-1 us 2 a or pierci , 2 ince diary, and

1 t acer cartridges. o , there is one armor piercing, one

ince di y, one ar or pierci g, one incendia y, a d one

tracer ca tridge,
S nce rocket la chers are be g stal ed on o

planes, the near future should br a new i teresti g

p ase of ordn ce activity

8 Photo Lab:

The any mission s lon ra e a d otherwise flo n

n April bro ht to light shortcom n s of ab facilities and

equipment . O tent a py a idal 20 z 20, proved too sm ll

a orkshop for five men . The co plete dar oom cou d not

be set up i it s ce it had to be also used as a pro ection

roo at times. A larger tent has been sec red but due to

the possibility o movin to another area as not bee set

up. Nevertheless, t ork tu ed out hit a new high ith

22 0 0 f e e t of 16 f i l pr oc e s s e d , an d 20 0 gr o n d c ame r a

negati es developed which in turn called for about 10 5

..

- 14 -
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?8t ' q, ub : t h
I t a1 ]: e t o i t i s t o y
f p dt d 1? ay 4 , c o t d

p ts. Pict es t e cl de a pict e stor about the

f i s t f l i ght o er To o; gr o p pi ct e s o t he pi l ot s n-

• Ol v ed ; o a o Ta p d h i s cr e n t e day he be ca e

Aae; d of a l office s a d l sted pers nel i e i e r-

g, arma eat nd rd e sections,
P t s t he 16 :g ca a f i h f or i d t i ca -

ti d co rmation o possible ts i vol ed departure

f c he or al . The wor k c a . .e d f or a 16 or 35 e -

ger , er e s noa e o ha d . I r der t o ge t t he ork

s a e l r ge i o i s ed s i a GS P (G Si ht

A i g Poi t ) camer a l e s , s c ap l er , a d r a t o ge t

g o d g a s s aad at e gl a s s . e i dea as f ur i shed by gt

R c d ]. and .t h t he a s s i s ce of Cpl Jo C n og ,

a f ed Poc s e a ger as cc structed.w
ch pr d ced a

p t 4 5 ", a 16 d a eter e ar emeat. out 200

t er e p t out 1 t hi s t ent bu t b eche n

i a r e pr nt s . c ccr d l y urt her upp y of

r vs de p per s be e r q i s i t i ed .
eat co ditia the islan ceated a ecessit

faster r of pr s. dryer co ceived a d con-

st u t d by Cpl Co oy s ol d t pr obl m. h eas i t f or -

er o o al l day t o y i t ns of pr i t s i Cpl C o t s

y il do t ame i a hour a d a a .

- 15 -
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78th Ftr Sq Sub : R onth
nstall ent of nit History
for Aprn dtd 17 ay 45, contd

Si c e t h e a ppo i t me n t of a pt a oor e a s Ope r a t i on s
Gfficer, Capta errill as acted as d ector of the lab.

9. Com ications:

On A il lst telephone li es were installed in the

new living ea the system bei g completed on April 4th .
O April 18th the ection participated in a Group onsoli-
dated s itchboard system f nis ng one man a week to help

operate the o t swit hboard .
A complete po er system as i stalled i both

officer ts and enlisted men s areas on April 16th uti zing

a 15 KVA generator to supply power .

ng t e mo th several SCR 695 s detonated due

to ertia switch failu e. U R s were submitted on the BC 7 6.
IFF safety gu ds devised by t s section were st lled in

all ships, eli at g breaking of power plugs by parachute.
With men assigned to the various ships do g their

utmost to keep sets efficient working order, radio con-

pla nts were held to a ini m on the LR missions. S.Sgt

o or s an d S . Sgt Ge b au e r er e s e l e c t e d a s f l i ght c h i e f s .
lst t Carr, a pilot, was appo . ted assista t communications

officer . T e month ended ith t e construction of a movie

booth to house ou pro ector and protect it from weather .

- 16 -
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78th Ftr Sq, ub : "Month y
Install ent of Unit History
for Apr" dtd 17 ay 45, contd

10. edi s:

The month of April as an i ovation for the

edical Section , Instead of operating as a separate squad-

ron it, it has o erated as a consvlidated group u it

usin Group Dispensary facilities. Such priveleges as bed

facilitie , i ra-red and ultra- iolet lamps, ample s rgi-

cal stru ents, sterilizers an d autoclaves, laboratory

and X-Ray facilities are no eing en oyed. T ese ere

not hereto ore available, a d are greatly appreciated by

patients d medical person el alike.

On Apr i l l s t , t h en S . g t i t o , no T. Sg t

it o , lon ith t e 78th edical Section, was tra.ns-

ferred to Group. His place is bei ably filled by Sgt

Perk s.

11. T ans ortation:

D i g o ove to the present area early this

month everyth ng as read ness at the same t me hich

ade necessary a concentrated effort on the pa t of the

Section to accomplish the mov g. A ter the personnel set

up the liv . q arters, a motor pool work shop s b lt

near the quarters area from salvaged lumber and a large

t ar pau l i n . A f u e l an d out s i d e oi l du p wa s s e t up a d

.
- 16 -
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub : onthly
I stall ent of U t History
for Apr" dtd 17 ay 45, contd

sections ere d ected to br the r vehicles to the motor

pool for a rout e daily m te ance check up.

- T e engineering section broke the second spr ng

on the three quarter ton weapons carrier, ith the Ser-

vice Group set up parts ere generally available.

Because of poor road conditions a great de l of

dust nd d got i to contact .n surfaces on the vehicles

and accelerated the ear of vario s parts. Poorly surfaced

r o ad s c a us e d f e qu e n t s h i f t n o f g e ar s r e sul t n g i n mor e

clutch replace ent.

T e section was given the additio al duty of i -

t in g the n ero s power plants required for sq adron

operation as e as the cooler for the ess all . Power

pla ts ere over loaded i volv ch mai tena ce. A

couple of the 3 K A generators ere operatin sluggishly

ntil it as fou d that the pic ing solution had not been

ai ed, a 6 and 10 K generator ere overhauled recently

nd the 15 K A generator hich supplies the living area

runs all night and day e cept for an hour each day when it

ust be completely checked.

The person el, who ve been do n an excellent

non duty ob have also made good use o their o f duty

time by build g up their qua ters, sett g up water suppl

- 18 -
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78t Ftr Sq, Sub : tt onthly
I stall ent of nit istory
for Apr dtd 17 ay 45, contd

for wash n clothes, build n wind driven ach nes, aking

wal s, pla t g samples of trees, and sett ng up a volley

ball cou t and pu ch ng bag platform.

1 . Intelligence:

April the S-2 section faced a onth of ad ust-

me n t t o n e w p o c e dur e s . For t he f i r s t t i e , br i e f i n g s ,

nterrogations and reports were concerned ith actual com-

b a t m s s i on s . For t h e f i r s t t i e s a_ a dr on pi l o t s we r e

down g en e my a i r c r af t , i t h l ong r an g e mi s s i on s f o l l ov n

rapidly on each other s heels the ent e personnel was con-

tantly occupied with preparation of strip maps, target

pict es, ission reports, and destruction clai s reports.

h s was i additivn to naintenance of war theater

aps whic because of the shifting complexion of Eu opean

fronts requ red constant attention . Towards the latter

part of the month the section erected a per a ent bulletin

board i the squadron ea which excited the interest and

ad i ation of all perso nel. O e side of t e boa d was

devoted to a alyses of the orld operations a d distributed

news b let ns i connection therew th; the oth r was taken

up ith mission reports, ap studies and charts of the in-

dividual sq adro combat ssivns.

- 19 -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

, . .'

78th Ftr Sq, ub : onthly
I stallment of U t History
for Apr" dtd 17 y 45, contd

For t h e b en e f i t a d en c our a g e men t of p i l ot s , c s t s

sett g forth thei individual combat sortfe records ere

posted as well as a scoreboard of individual combat missions

accomplished .

ile S-2 Section perso nel have ade allvwance

for t e ad ustment necessarily accompanyin new procedures

an d a v e wor k e d 2e a l ou s l y t o f a c i l i t a t e t he a c c ompl i s e t

of same it is felt that certai mprovements are both

desireable and necessary if the pilots are to derive ma i-

mu benefit from these procedures. Paramount co plaint

heard from pilots is that last minute selection of target

ea deprives them of the valuable opport ity to study

t rget pictu es, target i ormation a d strip maps. Both

Command and Group ave been diligent ass g t is i or-

mation on to the sq adron an d it is hoped that some system

ill be installed higher up which will ake use of the

promptness to the pilots benefit.
It is also the Section s belief t at i terroga-

tions as present y conducted do not provide the best re-

sults beca se of the noisy atmosphere of the terrogat g

room and the presence of superfluous personnel. It is

hoped some method of improv g these conditfons may be

devised.

- 20 -
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78th Ftr Sq, Su j: "N t y
I stall ent of nit istory
for Apr dtd 17 ay 45, contd

IT A

78t h Ft r Combat i s s o s ,
I u n A r i l , 1945 .

Squadron ission 4-1, 7 April 45, 19 P-51ts: L escort
o B-29ts over Tokyo, Japan. In the ai s enem planes
wer e de s t r oy ed and t o wer e damaged i t hout l o s s or da age
to e squa ron.

Sq ission #4-2 12 April 45, 16 P-51 fs: L esco t of B-29 s
over Tol o, Japan . Nine gressive Jap fighters encountered

of hich one as destroyed by jor Tapp . T o of o pilots
were lost; Lt C ristoe ssin , last seen over To o area,
and Lt ite killed e s chute failed to open after h
bailed out due to en ne trouble.

Sq Nission #4-3, 12 April 45, 13 P-51 s were scrambled on a
Cont ol ordered i terception . No contact with the enemy was
ade. No observations ere ffiade.

Sq M ssion #4 4, 16 A ril 45, 17 P-51 ts strafed ha g s and

9hop installations at anoya Airfield, u shu , apan . No
enem s rcraft enco tered. Lt ightman as killed w en he

a s f or c e d t o ba i l ou t 2 50 m l e s f r om ba s e b e c au s e of e e
cut ut.

Sq ission 4-5, 17 Apri 45, 4 P-51 s: Dive bomb and strafe
shipp TA 246 K-G, 230 Q-Y, and buildi gs in TA 245 I
on C ichi ma.
Sq ission #4-6, 1? April 45, 6 P-51 ts: Search for enemy
submar es North est of Chich J m with "Joseph ne escort.
No sight n s were ade d the flig t dive bombed shipp ng

t a i o , Ch i c h i J m . •

Sq ission #4-7, 19 April 45, 20 P-51 s: Fighter sweep over
Atsu i A rfield, H nshu, Japan. T ree enem aircraft ere

n c oun t e r ed o f wh i c h on e wa s s ho t d o by l a j or Ta pp . T e
quad on pro ided top cover for the 1st Group hich strafed

t h e f i e l d . In t en s e , a e cu a t e e n c o t e r e d .

Sq iissio 4-8, 19 April 45, 4 P-51 TS dive bo bed and
t a ed us A field a d targets of oppo tu ity at
C io i a,

Sq sion 4-9, 22 April 45, 14 P-51 s: level straf ng

- 1 -
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78t Ft , b : " onthl
stallment of II t History

tor Apr dtd 17 a 45, contd

atta k on S u a Naval A B se and Akenogahara Army Air
F eld, Na oya a ea, Honshu, Japan . In the a r t ro enemy
aircraft were destroyed. On the grou d 92 ere destroyed,
t ro pr ob a b y d e s t r oy e d an d t en dam e d . I a d d i t i on a
2000-2500 ton a unition ship or tanker was blo n apa t a d

a 100 oot l ger as st . Shipp dam ged incl ded one
2 00 f o o t c oa s t i s e v e s s e l , t o 7 5 oot s a n d a 10 0 f o ot
tra ler . No loss to ou sq dron .

Sq is lo 4 10, 23 April 45, 4 P-51 s dive bombed an stra -
ed priority targets on Chichi J a. D e to eather the
mission was abortfve and bo b s ere ettiso ed over ta Rock .

Sq ssion 4-11, 24 April 45, 4 P-51 s dive bombed and

strafed storage area and tu el n TA 247 V on Chichi J ma .

Sq i s s i on 4- 1 , 26 Apr i l 45 , 16 P- 51 s : L e s cor t of B- 29 s
ov er I us hn , 'apa . No ene a r cr a f t enc o t er ed . T O of
ou p i l ot s , Lt ang an d Lt a yl .nd wer e l os t du ng c l i mb
th ough overcast 35 to 45 miles from landfall at K u hu.
T ey ere not seen or heard ro after cl mb as started.

Sq Mi s s i on '4 -1 3 , 2 6 A i l 4 5 , 4 P- 51 s we r e or d e r e d b c or_-t o l t o s e r ch f or r e p or t e d s u v i v or s t en mi l e s e s t of o t
Ro c k s , I o i ma , Th e f l i gh t r e p or t e d a d e f l a t e d l i f e r i t
s i x l e s e s t of Hot Rock s a n d or b i t t e d un t i l r e _l

i ev e d b y
a Du bo and DD.

Sq ssion 4-14, 29 A ril 45, 4 P-51 s dive bombed an d
strafed radio station i TA 248 X d targets of oppor-
tunity on Chic i Ji .

Sq ission 15, 30 April 45, 16 P-Sl s: VL escort of
H- 2 9 s ov e r To o , J a pan . Ei gh t e n e my a i cr a f t wer e en c o t -
ered of which one was probably destroyed. em generall
unagressive.
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78th Ftr Sq, Sub : onth y
stall ent of Unit History

for Apr dtd 17 ay 45, contd

IBIT B

Re s l t s of i s s i on s l o n du g Apr i l , 194 5 .
l . s t r u c t i on of en e y cr af t and s h i pp i g :

A. ssion of April 7th over Tokyo, Japan :
n e To o de s t r oy e d i n a r by a or Jame s B . Tapp .
e Tony destroyed air by Ma or ames B . Tapp
e Oscar destroyed i ai by or James B . Tapp

ne amp de troyed i air by Capt Robert W . oore
•One amp destroyed air by apt Robert W . Moore
ne D a destroyed in air by a or James . Yande Hey

B . Nission of April 12th over To yo, Japan :
e Tor y de s t r oy e d n a i r by La or Jame s B . Tapp

C. M sion of April 19th over Atsugi irfield, Honshu:
e ac k d e s r oy e d i n a i r by lda or Jame s B. Tapp

D . ssion of April 22nd over Nagoya ea, Honshu :
e Os c ar d e s t r oy e d a by Ca pt Rob er t W. o or e/O e Osca destroyed n si by 2d Lt Tho as McCu lou h

One Topsy destroyed on ground by Capt Robert . oore
and 2d Lt Gordon Scott

O e Os c ar d e s t r oy e d on gr v d by Capt Rob e r t . I oor e
O e Oscar destroyed on ground by Capt Richard err
One ally destroyed on grou d by Capt Yictor ollan
One T/E u ident , destroyed on rou by Capt ollan
One T/E unident, destroyed on ground by lst Lt

Robert Carey , Jr .One Sal destroyed on rou d by Capt Nelson errill
and lst Lt Rob rt Ruby

ne To o destroyed on ground by Capt elson errill
ne To o destroyed on ground by 2d Lt Elden estlund
O e 2000-2500 ton ship, 200-250 feet long , destroyed

by Capt oore, Capt Campbell, Lt 8cott a d Lt
Butler

ne 100 foot lugger destroyed by Capt Noore, Ca t
Campbell, Lt Scott and Lt Butler

2 . Tot l Sorties Dispatched :

A. Co bat Sorties dispatched dur g Apri1 (includin
abortives): 167.

- 1 -
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.,
S .: c t h

t al f t s t of pr dt 17 a 45, c t d

H. Tot a l bo t i e So ct i e s : 15 .
C. ot a l C P Sor t i ®s ( al di n abor t i e s ) : 147 .
D. Tot l C P abort e rties: 8.

. o al T age o b mbs opped: 9. GP o tion.
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