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H I S` T O R Y

The e ent of ma or importance during the month

of May wae the beginning of actual combat operations. The

5 t h t e r Squadr on ' s P- 51 s we r e a s i e d t o Comb at r

Patrol off the isla d of I o Jima for the first time on 18

May and twenty .e
ight orties were airvorne with total tim® in

the air of f fty houre. On this firet day of actual duty the

Squadron had it's ir t and only casualt of the month when

Fli ht Officer John J . Cre m was killed in a craeh at the

east end of North Field . Shortly after takeoff 11 t

Offic r Cream 's engine started to cut out . He brought the

plane around and atte pted to land but crashed alongside of

the strip .

he first actual combat. mi sion a scheduled to

bo b and strafe Susaki Air ield on Chichi Jima on the 22 May .

Fourteen aircraft took of , including one for Air Sea Rescue

and one Por it's escort. One pla.ne l ter aborted due to

mechanical difficulties but eleven planes carrying 1000 pounds

of bo b each arrived ov r the tar et on?y to find it weathe -

ed in from 200 fest on up . The s COndary ta et wa al o

clo ed in so the planes started back to base, ettisoning

their bombe in the vicinity of Kita Jim ,
/1 .

On the 25th the Squadron again had Chich Jima as

their tar et again with 5usaki Airfield , if operational, as

the ta get of ma or importance . Fourteen planea again took

off and arrived in the vicinity of t e i land only to find

/1 . Final Mia ion Report, Mission 05-01, dated 2 May 19 5.
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" -- i a ga i n . t ot al l y c o e n b at he r . i e i me , howe v e r ,

some portion of Haha Jima were found visible and the twelve

sircraft with bvmbs dro ed them on a Radio or Radar Station,

a gun po ition and military buildings and the e installations

were heavily trafed during the d ve bombing run,
/2 .

The first of the Very Long Range mi sions to the

Ja anese home lands came on the 2 th after two postponements

due to weather, when the 45 th along with the ot'ner Squadrons

o f t h e 50 5 t h Gr ou p wa s ac he d ul ed t o s t r a f a umi gaur a Ai r -

'i e l d . i s Fi e l d i s l o e at e d no r t he as t o f t he c i t y o f Tok yo

and was the deepest penetration north ever made by Pighter

aircra t . wenty planes took off by 0957 , rendezvoueing with

navi ator B-29 over Kita Jima at 1018 and then heading north

or the Japanese pire . Three houra and forty minute later

i l o t o f t he 58 t h s aw t h e E pi re f o r t h e f i r s t t i e and Pl e w

straight for their target . Led by Ma or Shipma , the m an -

i n g O f i c e r , t h e 458 t h o l l owe d t h e 57 t h and 6 2 nd Fi ht e r

Squa dr on s on t he s t r a f i n ru n i n a r ough 11ne ab r e a s t f o r ma-
tion . any planea were seen scattered over the parking area

andpilots picked ind vidual targets for their iring run,

encountering li t to moderate, but inaccurate for the most

part , machine g n and automatic weapons fire Prom at least

two sections of the Field . Lieutenant Connor suffered two

hit in the left wing of his aircraft. The Squadron then

cont inued on the deck on to the rally point, xith Beveral

Plights strafing auxiliary airdromes that happened to be on

their couree. The only enemy resistance encountered wae by

a radial engined Pi hter that made a p at number T ee

/2 . Final Misslon Report, Mission 05-02, dated 2 ay 19 5.
- 2
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- .< .. . - ,- - - .man i n Ye l l ox F i g t and xh o a s s h o t down b y t h e l e d e r o

Bl ue Fl i g ht , Capt a i n Fr anc i s Car mody . Th i ® v i c t o r y wa s a

Sq ad ro n and Gr o up i r s t and w . c o i r me d b y a o r S i pman

who aw it hit the gro und and blow up . All planes returned

s a f e l y t o Ba s e by 17 2 5 and a f t e r t he c o r e wae t o t a l l ed i t

was found that two enemy p anea had been destr ®d the

g o u d , one p ob abl de s t ro ye d and s i x t e e n d ama ge d , .

o other mis iona xere acheduled during May but

both of them we e later cancelled due to weather condition

existing between here and the Japanese Empire . The i r8t

wae on the 30th and it was nother strafing miasion, this

time to Atsugi Airfield . The other was an escort of B-29s to

Osaka, Japan .

h e 58 t h s o f l e w Co b at i r Pat r o 1 o n t he 23 r d

and 29 t h , f l y i n g 7 5 e o r t i e a f o r a t o t a l o f 13 1 hour s o n t h e s e

daye. Moat of this flying as un ventful but our planes were

v e c o r e d o ut by t he Co nt r o l l e r on t he 23 r d t o a po i nt abo u t a

mile off the shore of Iwo Jima where they sighted a life raft

that wae occupied by four or five su ivore,
/4 .

The e ar l y pa r t o f t he mon t h o f ay wa s ap e n t a l mo s t

exclusively in erecting living quartera, building a temporary

kitchen a d washing, bathing and sanitary acilitiea. The

men of the Squadron were sasi ed to these detaila so that

they could all be cleaned up and ready for lying operations

ust a soon as the Air etachment and the unit's planes were

flown in rom Tinian . That occured on the llth and twenty

/3 • Mis ion Dispatch nd Final Miesion Report, Miseion 05-Q3 ,d a e d 2 8 ay 19 5 ./ . Fl a h Re po r t , Co mb a t A r Pa t r o l , d a t ed 23 May 19 5 .
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r t pl ®s and 'p i l ot a l e w i n o No r t h F e l d . t empo r ar y

line area as et up so that flying operation could begin

aa soon as poesible and thi area wa only to be used until

a perma ent area h e been assi ed , g aded and made ready for

occupa oy .
Six planes and six of the pilvt from "A"

light were e ill detached from the Squadron while flying

Combat Air Patrol on Ttlith and these did not arrive until

the 25th , Due to the fact that the Off cers and men in the

A r D t ac hme n t had b e e n away f om t he G o und De t a c u e n t f o r

al ost t ree ontha, it was decided that some ort of a

celebration ehould be held when the whole Squadron once

aga n was all present. For several week before the llth,

one third of the beer ration had been put aside and on the

1 2 t h o f May a b e e r p ar t y wa e he l d s o t h a t e v e r y one co ul d

agains become acquainted and swap experiencea.

On 21 May the firet air raid was experienced , when

at 2220 hours an Air Alert was ounded and Officers and men

of the Organization told to take to their foxholes for an

air raid was im inent. Immediately afterwards the antiair-

c r af t gun s t a r t e d f i r i n g t o t he no r t hwe t o f t he Squ a l n

living area nd quite a few of the unit s w an unidentified

e ne ai r c r af t s ho t do n and c r a eh i nt o t he s e a i n f l ame e .

All clear was sou ded at 2327 hours and no casualties were

suffered nor was there any damage done to the unit ' equi -

ment or installatione.

As o f t h e f i r s t day o f t e mon t h t h e t re n g t h o f
f our

t h e 58 t h wa s s i xt y O f i c e r and t wo hund r e d f i f t y f o ur

Enlisted Men and five new pilots were aesi ed uring the

month o that the a et eng as of the 31st was sixty

e i ght Of f i c e r s and t wo hund r e d f f t y f o ur n l i s e d : e n .
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HORT R ITGE MI SSI ON
FIN L M S IO RE ORT

s e i on 5 1 2 2 a 19 5 .

1 . . Ou fo e : 11 P-51 a.
b . e m o r c e : None .

2 . a . Our losees: None .

b . emy l o s e e s : No ne .

3 . Type of mission and target : Bomb d atrafe C chi Jima .

. Pilots by flighta:
A B C

S ipman , H . Car od , F. arcott, G .
Tatro , R . Al1en, R . Ku , F .
Connore, T . cCabe, L . R c ond , R .
Biloue, H . Loc ey, W .

Takeof time 0711 T get time 0830 L ding time 1030

Na ative accou t : No bombe d opped on a target due to
weather . Bombe ettisoned over ta. ll target
between C chi J ma nd Hase checked and found weathe d in .

5. weather: olid overca t over target and alternates, ottom
at 00 feet and tops between 000 a d 000 eet.

Com unications: G od th JOSEPHINE AND DUI O. Interpl ne
poor .

b . round damage evaluation : None - bomb ettisoned over ita .

7 . a . munition expended :
( 1 . 0 c a l i b e r : No ne
(2 Bombe with fuzing : 22 X 00 , in t. nose and tail.(3 Rocket : None

b . as e pended : 180 lon .

. Rem rk and observatione: olid overcast f m 10 milea north
o base to hichi Jima nd covering all alter te targets
between p vented dropping of bomb s on pecific targete.

- 1-
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A P 0 86
dhort R ge Miseion
I AL I SSI ON RE RT

Mi a s i o n 0 5- 0 2 Da t 2 5 May 19 5 •

1 . a . Our f o r c e s : 1 P- 51 .b . Enemy forcee: None .

2 . a. Our losese: None.' . e my l o s s e s : Non e .
3 . ype af mission and ta get : Bomb and strafe Su aki Airfield on

C c Jima. Field and entire area closed by eather .Secondary target - targets of opportunity on Ha Jima.

. P i l o t s b y l i ght s :
RED YELLO BLUE GRE N

Feld , R . Bar es, R . Nowick , P . Lee, Q .uble, M . Davi , B . Harris, P . L bert, R .Davidson# :. derstrom , R. Smith , N .Jones, M . heeler , R. H ey, L .
Ta eo f time 1 0 Target time 1550 La ding time 1650

Narrative account: Fou teen a/c, includin tw,o
Joeep nes,o dered to bomb and etrafe Sus ki .

T get covered by
weather a d Squadronr tu ed to a J ma where one lightd ro pp e d b omb i n 3 51 and N and t r af e d t wo b o at , on e aSug ar po g i n 3 51N. No i r e ob e rv e d . wo f l i ght s a t t a ck e d
installation in 330 and 331 where ombs were ob ee ved to
strike in 33o , 330R, 33o , 33o and 330I, as l a 331L .No n t i a i r c r a t wa s e n c o :nt e r e d .

5 . •. ' e at he r : Ch i ch i J i ma c l o e d i n , 10 / 10 co v e r . Ba s e 0 0 f e e t .Ea s t h a l f o f aha J i ma l 0 / 10 c ov e r b a s ed a t 00 , we at
h a f 8/ 10 , b a s e d at 200 and t op s a t 00 . Col d f r o nt
five miles North o target and o ing southwest.b . Com un i c a t i o n $ : ( o od .

6 . Ground damage ev uation : wo bomb bursts were observed i
a ea 330J , area surrounded by four radio towers. Buildingi n c e n t e r o t h i s a r e a s t r a f e d . S a l l Su ar po g i n 3 51N
s t r a f e d b y on e ai r c r a f t . T o b omb r i t s ob s c r v e d i n 3 30 R,p o s t i o n o f c o a s t a l d e e n s gun and s e a c l t b a t t e r y .Two bomb a i n bu i l di n a r e a 33 1 L . Ct h e r i t no t ob e e d .

? • a • unitio expended :(1) . 0 cal - 2 28 rounds.(2) om s with fusing - Per Field Order .(3) Rockets - None .b . Gas con umed : 1 68 gallons.

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L

-1-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

' . - . .
,.

• .- ._.
; ''0 E N fi I A L ' ' - - -_ .

_ _ . • ' . _
' t

Final Mission Report on is ion 05-02, dated 25 ay 19 5, cont'd .

8 . Remarke a d obeervation : One medi m sized tan er sighter t
broken cover at an hor in 02J . One Sugar pog, he ding
20 deg ees in 319J . One to t e Sugar ogs in 331B .

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L

- 2-
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. . . . A P O # 86 • .

LONG R NGE ISSION
MISSION DISPATCH

1 . Mi s e i on 0 5- 0 3 Typ e : p i r e St r i ke 28 ay 19 5 .
2 . 3 . N e o r de e i at i o n o f t a r g e t :

a migaura rfield .

. No A,
/ C a i r b o r ne : 5 . Nn abo r t i e a : 1

6 . Time takeof : 095 7 . Time rendezvous: 1018

8 . T et time: 1355 9 • Landing time: 1725

10 . m ition Lo : 36,000 rds . 11. unition e pended : 12,151 g le.
12. Bomb Loa : None . 13 . Bombe d opped : None.
1 . Ga s o d ; 97 80 gal . 1 5 . e c o ne umed : 7 98 6 l s .
16 . Nu b e r ,

/ C l o e t , mi s i n g , d a ged - ( e my c t i o n ) : 1 d a a g .
17 . Numb e r ,

/ C l o s t , mi e a i n g , d ama ge d - ( Op e r at i o n al ) : Non e . .
18 . gilled , wounded , miseing - ( emy action): None .
19 . illed , wou ded , ie ing - ( perational): None .

. em ir Oppo ition : Interception upon leaving target by 1 a/c .
21 . E emy lak : Heavy d inaccurate at Departu e Point. Light a d in-accurate over target , meager nd in ccurate on route out, no fla

along coaet south of 35 deg es, 30 m ne ., to 35 de ees north .Ma orit of opposition was AW and NG fire.
22. Target weather : 1/10 cattered , vieibility 6 to 8 mile .
23 . Air Claima :

a . De troyed 1 b . Prob lee 0 c. D aged 0

2 . Ground Claime;
a . Destroye 2 b . P ob lee 1 c. D aged 26

25• Obse ation o particular intere t o bombers: Moderate l ina ea over DP, concentration of 0 /C on ai field at uoka.No lak encountered along co st rom 35 30 North to 35 10 north .
26 . Brie tatement of tactics employed : App oach to IP ae per FieldOrder, Fatatuff Sqdn oing in l at on the target; 0 de e

peeloff to the left at 10 ,000 feet d making a low le el runacross t get at altitudes not to exceed 100 tv 200 eet at00 mph indicated . No second pa e made at the target.
27 .
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. s s o p i sp at c h , i=ii s on 5- 0 3
•,

d at e d 2 ?• 19 5 , c on t ' d .
27 . avigation nd rendezvous probleme: No difficultiea encountered .l umboe and Super u bos located in positions as

b r i e f e d .
28 . Cvmmunications p oblems: See supplement.
29 . Fatigue problem : None .
30 . a . Total number of fi hter to fi ter encounters: O e.

b . Gener l description a d pattern followed : Pilot .proachedenemy a c from rear , had difficulty in identification
until enemy a/c attempted to pull up and away . followthru made p itive identification poasible by win
markin s, and a short burst at clo e range into ene 's
center section and fusel ge caused a/c to fall of and
pin in , exploding up n impact . c was moking ondescent.c. titude and location with respect to t rget: ttack com-menced at altitude of 200 feet, enemy a/c f ling inflames at point 1 m les of primary t get.d . Did enem fi hters attempt to avoid escort and attackbombers: Nil .

31. Aggressivene of Jap pilota: ee 30 .
32 . Ob servations and unusual enemy tactics: No unusual enemytactics were observed thou h several planes were observedin area of target and DP, flyin at altitudes above ourattacking forces, but no atte pt was ade relative toen ement .
33 . Re mar $ an3 s i ht i n gs : t po n appr o a c h t o t ar e t f r om I wh i c hwas made on he ing o app ximately 1 de ees, AW and MGfire was encountered in area of Kasumigaura A C Plant, targetp 56 . and i f i r e f r om ar e a at s out hwe s t c or ne r of f i e l d .TE and SE a c , p r e d omi n at i n g , ob s e r v e d p ar k e d i na e a i nicinity of Zeppelin angar . E a c parked eoutheast of theabove area along eouthwest edge of Field . Planes totalledapprox mately 0 in number .• ppr xi a ely 0 trainin typea c ob8erved in east corner of field near Trade School area.Several training type a/c observed a ound hangar in centerof airfield . App ximately 10 SE anc 20 E test type trans-po r t e par k e d ne r r e v e t t e d ar e a i e di at e l y s ou t h o f "pr ob -able hospita ". Smokestacks in tower rea, north of "p ob-able oil etorage on northwest end o Field are approximately100 f e e t i n he i ght . T p l ane s ob s e r v e d b ur n i n g no r t h i d eof field area, l ge fire in vicinity of powerhouse south-weet of barracks, three large columns of moke seen riei toaltitude of 1000 feet ob se ved a ter leaving T . One firobser ed in hanga and operation area in center of field .Two r,l es strafed in disperaal a ea at East end of field ,spraying hangars a d p , Some a c on North side of 'ieldga e appear ce of du y installation or ca ouflage . Uponlea in tar et, four planes str fed field at Togane or fieldnorth of Na uto . App oximately 0 to 60 a/ observed on theField . -2-
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L s s i o n Di s p at c h , M̀i s on 0 5- 0 3 , da t e d 28 y 19 5 , c o nt ' d .

T o SE and one E Tess wer hit and da aged in the Togune ea,b y Lt T. Co : o r . C e SE de s t r oy e d on t h e ound , o ne d a a g d o n t he
g ound at the PT by Capt N . Johnaon, three da a ed by Capt N .
J o ne o n at I mb a A r f i e l d . Two SE d a a ge d on t he gr o und , on e .p ro b ab l e o n t h e . ou nd a t PT b y Lt T. Smi t . On e SE i h t e r o
tra ner de t yed on the round at PT by Lt Lee . Both Lt Lee 'e
nd Lt Jo naon 's clai ed aircraft were ob erved to burat into flame.

T r e e SE d a a ge d o n t he o und b y Lt Kl ump on a i
.r

f i e l d 10 mi l e t o
svuthwest of PT. Th ee SE damaged on the ound by Lt J . Kelse
a t PT• O e TE Te s e dama ge d on t h e g ound b y L t V . I i dd au h and
o ne Te s d ama ge d on t he o d by Lt R• Ba ne a . One aho t do
i n f l a e s s out h o f t h e t a e t e a b y Cap t F . Ca ody . Pl e appe r ed
to be la g radial en ined fi ter . Radar Station tra ed three
milee south o . A fire from south side of I ba A rfield , MG
fire from angar , eatimate of planes on fi ld .Co u n c a t i on s po o r on k e c h a e l , l o ud e c r e a i ng noi e f om
DP t o t ar ge t . Par t c l e s ob s e e d f al l i n i n a i r on appr o a c h f om
IP . Particles heliev d to be paper . No interference f om target
t o Ba s e .

-3-
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58TH IGHTER SQIIA RON

P O # 86

I NG R N E SBI ONS
FIN L ISSION R ORT

s a i on # 0 - 0 3 28 ay 19 5 .

1 . s . O r f o r c e : 20 P- 51 e , 1 ab o r e d .

b . iemy forces: None . 1 f hter intercept attempted . emy
/ c e ho t do n .

2 . a. Our loeeee: 1 Pereon el : None .2 .r c r af t : None .
b . emy losses: (A r) 1 /E la ge f ghter deetroy d.

c . Cl a : On e de t r o e d ( a r , t wo d e a t r o ( g o und , on e
p ob b l ® ( r o nd , 28 d g d ( r o nd .

3 . T pe o f mi s e i on and t r ge t : St r a f e a eu i au a .r f i e l d ; on g
R n ge t e r pi r e St r i k e .

. Times:
a . T keoff 0957 b . Rend x/nav 1018 c . Dep rtu e pt 13 0
d . Target 1355 e . Rally 1 8 f. La ded 1725

N r r at i v e : Ta e o f f and t i me ov e r t r ge t a s b r i e f ed ae pe r i el d
O der . Al1 planea m de lox level stra ing n over entir®
target, trafing both area on north and eouth ide of ' eld ,
. well ae eub-aesembl building and power pla t at eet end
of field and diepersal a ea at aBt end of ield . Dam ge ob-ser ed to local in tallation as well a to parked a c . R dio
or R ar in tallation outheast of field trafed by a/c ae
well ae Imba r ield nd Togane or Nurato rfielda. k
as li t to oderate and inaccurate except at DP here it a

moderate to heav and inaccurate . One plane damaged by flak,MG fire. Three large colu of mvke obse ved r sing f omP/T to altitude o 100 feet after atr fing un .
5 • a . We a t he 1 } En r ou t e : Pe r 7 FC f o e c ae t .2) Target: 1/10 cover, igh cattered clouds, vis-i b i l i t y 6 o 8 mi l e 8 , l i gh t ha e b u t t ar ge t

plai l visible f om 10 ,000 feet.
b • Commu ication : G od on ll chan els except MI E at DP to a dincluding over target. oud crea ing o cillat on on I E

c h a n e l pr i b i t ed c o mun i c a t i o n f r om DP and ov e r t ar e t .o i n t e r e r e n c e t a r e t t o home b a e .
6 . Damage to ene y -- ound a eea : No sea da a . 31 a/c de tr y d

and da aged, 1 probable, th ee large ire started in target a a .fire p esumably as or oil etorage, po er plant area no th-west of field .
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t ght e r Sqd , Lo g R ge es i ne , i nal i s s on Repor t ; i Bi on

0 5- 03 , 28 Ma 19 5 . cont 'd . )

7 . a . A u tion expended .1) .50 caliber: 12,151 rds.
2) Hombe with uzing: None
3 ) Rocket : None .

b . ca s u e e d : 7 , 89 6 gal l on e .
8 . Remar s d obser ations: n obvious attempt wae make b the

enemy to com unicatione on MI E channel . Particlee, ize
unkno , w ch appeared to be paper, were ob erved fallin om
hig altit e in area between DP and target. This was the only
area in wh ch co unicatione interference was enco tered .Partic pa ts on raid feel that epe over target was exceesive
under existing flak cond tion . ore atisfactor resu t
could ha e been obtained a d more d age done h d bpeed been
reduced . No en®my opposition of coneequence, t ou h one sing e
fighter was a reseive . Grou d fire over tar t, and M , wae
light to moderate and inaccurate; A over DP d north coastal
area was erate to hea and inaccu ate .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

, , . -. . . :
.• . ° • • R 1

r , .
. • C D N F I 'D N TI A L -

,
8TH FI Q TE SQU DRON

BI R ITGE M SBION
'L R R ORT

es i on C P Dat e 23 a 1g .
1 . i es

a. Ta 0 0 b. Target C A P c. d g 0?3

2 . Nu ber of pl a e s i rbv ne : u 51 .

- mb e r o p l a e e abo t i e : Non e .
3 . scription o ta get: C P - Patrol o Point N to

i l l i t o s .

. sul t o f s t r ke :

5 . Unu s u l ob e e r ra t i o n a : Ve c t or d t o a po i n t o e i l e on 8
de e on I 0 R Cha . Sig ted one li e r t vccupb at leaet to 5 oocup te wh had li hte t v emoke
p o t s . Ci r c l e d o r i ve mi nu t e e o e r r a t unt i l l i e e d
b o nt o l l e r .

6 . Weather: C .

. Gom ente: Smoke pote a eacellent a ker . Bmoke i ibleor at le t 10 miles. Bmo e wh te.
P lot on mi sion: Lt ith, .Lt Ha vey, R .Lt Bod ieh , R .Lt Johns on , R. .

C O N F I D E ' T I L

-1-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958




